
1

Presenter: Ethnie Miller Simpson

Zinergy International Group 

Women Entrepreneurs Network of 

the Caribbean (WENC)



2

Seminar on Productive Articulation Strategies and 
Methodologies, Clusters and Export Consortiums

Objective: To Improve the Development and Production 
Management of the SMEs 

(Caribbean & Central American Experiences) 



Background

• Overall fair – good attitude toward entrepreneurship as 
a career choice (GEM Report 2014) 

– In Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago, the perception of 
entrepreneurship as a good career choice has been 
decreasing since 2011, but, in Colombia and 
Barbados the perception has been increasing

– In 2013, Jamaica obtained the best percentage in the 
“media” and “status” factors among the Caribbean 
countries.

– In Latin America & Caribbean, the “media” factor is 
the only one that shows improvement.
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Background

• However it is very important to reinforce the 
entrepreneurial educational system and the 
media actions oriented to increase the status 
perception of the entrepreneurs; and to get a 
bigger media coverage about the successful local 
entrepreneurs and enterprises, in order to keep 
a high socio cultural perception about 
entrepreneurship.
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Caribbean Survey
• Conducted region wide entrepreneurship needs Survey 

• 571 participants out of the 600 target (please see below):

 Jamaica - 101

 TT - 80

 SVG - 50

 SLU - 76

 Bahamas - 75

 Guyana - 38

 Barbados - 75

 Grenada - 76

TOTAL - 571 
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Response By Country
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Age of Women Business 
Owners
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Top Challenges

• Ability to access Finance 84%

• Information to Financing 77%

• Access to Markets 72%

–Work Life Balance 72%

• Networking Opportunities 70%

–Lack of Mentorship Opportunities 70%
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Obstacles to Business 
Growth
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Caribbean Women 
Entrepreneurs: Their Support 

Needs
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Stage of Development
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Critical Business Elements
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Ingredients of Output 
Expansion

17



18
Prices include 1 colour, one position logo imprinting, shipping & handling 

Revitalizing the Jamaica 
Cocoa Sector

ATN/ME-13437-JA

October 2014



19



The 
Entrepreneur

Access to 
Networks 

Access to 
Training

Access to 
Funding

Access to 
Markets
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What is Required?

• Collaborative Approach to Development and 
Production Management of the SMEs

– Production facilities

– Facilitate training and mentoring

– Export Consortium / Marketplace – lobby & negotiate 
on the behalf of business owners

• Address constrainsts e.g. energycosts, 

• Supermarket conglomerates in US, Europe, Caribbean

• Receivables terms 30 -45 days … 

• Credit &  risk  concerns

– Reduce logistical constraints experienced by 
associations (regional approach)21


