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NATURAL

Floods,  Hurricanes, Storm surges, Earthquakes, Landslides

Droughts

TECHNOLOGICAL

– Hazardous Material release, Epidemics, Plant and animal diseases,  Fires



DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

ALONG THE COAST





The table represents the summary of damage costs for major events 
affecting Jamaica over 10yrs.  The damage totals J $1, 016, 394, 646, 200.66



Impact on Jamaica

1. Hurricane Gilbert 1988 - $14 billion in damages 
(total)

2. Hurricane Ivan 2004 - $11.1 billion (Housing 
Sector)

3. Hurricane Dean 2007 - $ 26 billion (total)

4. T.S Gustav 2008 - $15.5 billion (total and 2% of 
nominal GDP in 2007)

5. Hurricane Sandy 2012 - $9.7 billion (17,198 
households sustaining damages): estimated 
replacement of $4 billion for Sector
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Tourism contributes (~15%) to 

Jamaica’s GDP

Segments
Accommodation – 50%

Food & Beverages – 4%

Passenger Transport – 16%

Rental Services (Transport & Equipment) – 2.5%

Recreational Services – 10.1%

Sports and Culture – 6.5%





Tourism to GDP



Sea Level Rise and Resort
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IMPACT ON SECTOR & 

STRATEGIC ACTIONS BEING 

TAKEN







Nov. 2017 Rains affected 
Montego Bay

Rains affected  Major Hotel



MAJOR TOURIST 
DISTRICT 2010 TS 
Nicole:

Flooding in Savanna 
la mar –
Westmoreland 
(Negril)



Tropical Storm Gustav 
2008 - affected 
Transportation  to the 
NMIA Kingston Airport  
and surrounding 
communities



PARISH 
CAPITAL Port 
Maria 2011 
Flood Rains:

Flooding –
Coastline 
affected



Strategic Actions

Integration of DRM Actions in Strategic Business Plan of the 
Tourism Ministry

DRM Act 2015

Community Tourism Policy & Action Plan 
2015

Climate Change Policy and Action Plan 2013





Current Strategic Actions 2018-2021

1. DRM Training and Capacity Building Programme

2. Strengthen the Emergency Communication System in the Tourism 

Sector

3. Preparation of Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Plans 

for Tourism Resort Areas

4. Disaster Simulations and Drills

5. Strategic Partners for institutional, capacity building and risk 

assessment  - National Disaster Office (ODPEM), Climate Change 

Division and Local Government (Municipal Corporations









INSIGHTFUL

UNWTO CONFERENCE 2017

MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA



UNWTO Conference 2017

Montego Bay, Jamaica

• The Montego Bay Declaration on the occasion of the 

International Year of Sustainable Tourism for 

Development 2017

• Building on the legacy of the International Year of 

Sustainable Tourism for Development 2017 and with the 

objective of setting a common action plan towards 2030, 

declare the following:

• 9, 13, & 15



The Montego Bay Declaration

9. Governments, the UN system, global and regional 

financial institutions and the private sector shall cooperate 

to promote safe, secure and seamless travel and build 

resilience for tourism by advancing crisis preparedness and 

management capabilities as well as the full integration of 

tourism in emergency structures.



The Montego Bay Declaration

13. Governments, private sector, donors and the 

international and regional organizations shall support the 

development of a blue economy considering the 

specificities and vulnerabilities of Islands States in terms of 

natural resources, impact of climate change and extreme 

weather events as well as the high reliance of tourism on 

the ocean for marine activities, transportation, coastal 

protection and resilience.



The Montego Bay Declaration

15. Governments, private sector, donors and the 

international and regional organizations shall support the 

establishment of a Global Tourism Resilience Centre in the 

Caribbean, including a Sustainable Tourism Observatory, to 

assist destinations’ preparedness, management and 

recovery of crises which impact tourism and threaten 

economies and livelihoods.



Honourable Prime Minister of Jamaica -

UNWTO Conference 2017

Prime Minister Holness suggested to the over 1400 delegates 

who had registered by day two of the three-day conference that 

tourism-dependent states should give critical consideration to 

how the industry’s product must adapt and evolve to reflect the 

new realities of today. Those considerations should include: 

climate change; evolving tourist preferences, in particular, how to 

treat with the new millennials; terrorism, travel and safety 

security concerns; as well as new and emerging markets, 

products and technology.

https://eturbonews.com/171725/jamaica-pm-holness-commits-local-tourism-

development



WAY FORWARD for Tourism Sector

 Caribbean Tourism Interest full buy-in and support for 
the CDM Strategy 2014-2024 and its Tourism Sector 
Priority Actions

 Strategic alignment and partnerships SDGs, DRR, Climate 
Change

 Better understanding of risk and vulnerabilities

 Institutionalization and mainstreaming of CC and DRR 
considerations/strategies

 Investments in risk reduction/mitigation, preparedness 
and risk transfer
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