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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 Referential framework 
 
The analysis, evaluation and formulation of proposals regarding the activities being developed 
within the framework of intra Latin American and Caribbean integration and cultural 
cooperation require us to bear in mind, among other processes and factors, the context of the 
swift and considerable changes that are taking place in the international and transnational 
system under multiple dimensions. What are the main currents of thought and action in the 
field culture and their links with development, science and technology, education and other 
sectors that are present and taking shape in inter-governmental agendas, as well as in 
international organizations and civil associations? Moreover, what is the role played by culture 
in the different scenarios of geocultural spaces that are already part of the foreign policy of 
nations and regions alike? 
 
Furthermore, in the intra-regional context, it is of the utmost importance to include both the 
factors and intentions aimed at promoting convergence, and those that are structural and 
temporary in nature that lead us to adopt modalities of action and alternative flexible 
strategies that respect these critical aspects of diversity, bearing in mind historical criteria, 
territories, the use of resources, situations and legitimate interests of the countries involved. 
 
In view of the above, the following factors and processes were taken into account in 
preparing this study: 
 

a) The need to include LAC cultural cooperation and integration in future scenarios (2010 
- 2020) 

b) The impact of global and regional changes and transformations on LAC countries and 
their cultural policies 

c) Current ideas in the field of cultural diversity, identity, multiculturality, etc. 
d) Geopolitical and geocultural projects already underway 
e) Regional and subregional specificities 
f) The difficulties evidenced in decision making in institutional processes 
g) Asymmetries and differences among integration schemes as regards 

conceptualization, objectives, means and modalities for materializing cultural 
cooperation projects  

h) Elements favouring international insertion and cooperation. 
 
 

 Organization of works  
 

Three matrixes were designed in order to examine and evaluate the main projects and 
programs for cultural cooperation in ALC, to identify which of them can be organized and 
coordinated, and to present initiatives in this area. In the case of each Inter-governmental 
Integration Mechanism, Forum or Organization acting in the region in this field, the first matrix 
includes the objectives and a selection of the decisions, orientation for actions and activities 
that were carried out during the past few years, which are underway or that are soon to be 
implemented. The second matrix shows the cultural activities being developed by inter-
regional organizations that count as their members a large number of countries of the region 
(for instance: the Organization of Ibero-American States and the Organization of American 
States), as well as Multilateral Organizations (for instance: the IDB) and Non-Governmental 
Organizations (for instance: Ciudades y Gobiernos Locales Unidos – CGLU). 
 
The third matrix brings together the two previous ones, in order to clearly analyze the 
modalities of relations and cooperative coordination that can be established with areas 
outside the region. This set of activities is enhanced and the planning capacity is expanded 
towards the future by incorporating a series of topics that are high priority for the LAC region in 
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the cultural field. The latter emerge both from the analysis of already existing trends, and from 
processes that are barely taking shape, which will be implemented in mid-term scenarios (2010 
– 2020). 
 
Despite its limitations as to the universe that can be accessed, on account of difficulties faced 
when accessing information sources and significant differences in the treatment and scope of 
its contents, this selection enables us to set up a reference framework for assessing the 
different programmes and projects. 
 
 
 Observations derived from the study  
 
Following are some observations derived from the study: 
 
a) The programmes and projects that have been implemented by integration mechanisms 

during the 1990s in this field are relatively limited and mostly centred on the preservation 
of the cultural patrimony (preferably the material patrimony), the promotion of the “Fine 
Arts” and cultural traditions. Cultural issues play a secondary role and they are organized 
on the basis of traditional cultural criteria. 

 
b) In the subsequent decade, there is no evidence of contradictions between the 

Objectives, Programs and Projects of the different integration mechanisms. As could 
have been expected, a different emphasis is placed on the significance assigned to one 
or the other topic, or else, there is a smaller number of objectives and activities. 

 
 Similarly, there is an adequate level of consistency among the axes and programmes 

that have been attached priority in each integration mechanism and the situations and 
needs that are considered to be critical or relevant by the member countries in the field 
of culture. 

 
c) During this first decade of the 21st century, important conceptual changes have been 

evidenced, along with a significant increase in the participation of culture in work 
programs. In terms of contents, there is evidence that these programs start to be 
designed as adequate responses to the new challenges of globalization, Nevertheless, 
their distribution among the different integration mechanisms is quite asymmetric. Some 
of them have made considerable progress in the field of the “new topics” (for instance: 
cultural industries; cultural projection towards other areas; creation of alliances; public 
policies for mass media; coordination of efforts between the States, independent 
organizations and enterprises); while others have maintained their centre of gravity 
around more traditional topics or they are concentrated in a very limited number of 
areas (for instance; education and culture) on account of legitimate reasons. 

 
In all the cases that have been analyzed, there is a huge potential of technical and financial 
resources, a well as experiences and projects that are underway in the cultural field that can 
be interrelated by means of projects and cooperative actions for the mutual benefit of the 
parties involved. According to criteria and decisions that will be timely adopted, the 
coordination of these spaces will enable all the parties involved to considerably expand the 
support foundations and the scope and capacity to have an impact on projects and 
programs, as well as their funding possibilities. 
 

 
 Results: 
 
In view of the fact that each integration mechanism has organized its activities based on 
vectors and axes that take into account priority lines of actions and topics, attempts were 
made at identifying common “collecting” vectors (for instance: the Cultural Patrimony; 
diversity, identity, culture and cross-cutting links; training and formation of human resources; 
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 social inclusion and cohesion; international cultural relations; funding, etc.) based on which 
the possibilities for organization and coordination of the current projects were taken into 
account, along with the future guidelines that could be developed. 
 
The results have been quite promising. This work has opened a wide and diversified spectrum 
of possibilities -both in terms of organization and coordination within the region and in the extra 
regional arena. As an example, among the Programmes and Projects that will be submitted to 
the consideration of the countries in the Latin American and Caribbean region, mention can 
be made of the following: 
 

- Regional Programmes on:  Social Memory, Cultural Patrimony and Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions; Legal Cultural Protection; Social Inclusion and Cohesion; Culture and Juvenile 
Violence; “IBERUTAS. Paths of the Active Memory”; “MERCOSUR Cultural Seal”; Cultural 
integration in border zones and local development; International Cultural Relations of the 
LAC Region; The Role of culture in the processes of evolution of cities, megalopolis and 
meta-cities in Latin America and the Caribbean, and research of Economic and Financial 
Organizations. 
 

Similarly, the following are presented, among others: Projects and actions on Youth; Culture 
and Education; Financial Funds; Culture and Demography; Migrations; creation of a “Group of 
Advanced Thought on the topics of Culture and Globalization and Cooperation among 
Integration Mechanisms and Institutions in the area of knowledge”. 
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I. ASSESSMENT OF THE MAIN CULTURAL COOPERATION PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES 

IMPLEMENTED BY LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES  
 
1. Organization of the Document; guidelines 
 
According to the request made by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA, this study has the 
following purposes: 
 
a) Submit an analysis on the main projects and programmes that have been 

implemented in the area of culture in the region during the past few years as part of 
integration and cooperation processes; 

b) Prepare a critical balance of results and evaluate the perspective of these projects 
and programmes; 

c) Identify concrete action proposals related to projects for coordination and 
convergence in the field of cultural cooperation that contribute to the gradual 
progress in terms of social development and to cultural integration between the 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
In order to adequately fulfil what has been requested, it is absolutely necessary to go beyond 
– at least, partially – the field that had been determined by the Terms of Reference. 
 
In fact, the analysis, evaluation and formulation of proposals on the activities that are being 
implemented in the field of integration and cultural cooperation within the Latin America and 
the Caribbean region force us to take into account, among other processes and factors, the 
context of considerable and rapid changes that are taking place in the international-
transnational system in multiple dimensions. What are the main currents of thought and action 
in the field of culture and their links with development, science, technology, education, etc. 
that are expressed and that take shape in intergovernmental agendas, the agendas of 
international organizations and of civil associations? What is the role of culture in the different 
visions of geocultural spaces that are already part of the foreign policy of nations and regions? 
 
Similarly, in the intra-regional context it is crucial to include both the factors and the intentions 
that promote convergence, as structural and temporal factors resulting from historical 
guidelines, territories, use of resources, situations and legitimate interests that point to the 
convenient of adopting alternative and flexible actions and strategies that respect these 
critical aspects of diversity. 
 
In order to complete the list of the most relevant elements that have an effect on cultural 
integration and cooperation processes, it is worth mentioning that the countries that make up 
the Latin American and Caribbean region are also a part of different intra-regional and extra-
regional associations and cooperation schemes. As an example, reference can be made – 
within the external framework – of those that belong to the Organization of American States 
(OAS) and/or to the Organization of Ibero-American States (OIAS). Being members of these 
organizations, these nations may submit projects and programs in different spheres that are 
superimposed or that lead to duplication of efforts. Conversely, they can also be very 
important sources of external cooperation. 
 
Likewise, for a considerable number of Member States of SELA, the global decisions regarding 
cultural policies are divided among a multiplicity of Summits of Head of States and Forums of 
Ministers and Authorities in the Field of Culture that act hemispherically, at an Ibero-American, 
regional and subregional level. These situations could hinder the possibility of having 
compatible approaches, policies and strategies. As a result, all this had to be taken into 
account when preparing the proposals included in this document. 
 
In view of the above and according to the mandate that has been received, the following 
factors and processes have been taken into account in preparing this study: 
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• The need to think about cultural cooperation and integration of LAC in future scenarios 

(2010 - 2020) 
• The impact of global and regional changes and transformations on the region and its 

cultural policies 
• Current concepts of cultural diversity, identity and multiculturality, etc.  
• Geopolitical and geocultural projects under way  
• Regional / subregional specificities 
• Difficulties of institutional decision making processes 
• Asymmetries and differences in conceptualization, objectives, means and ways of 

making these projects a reality among the different integration schemes 
• Elements favouring international insertion and cooperation 
 
 
2. Inter-governmental forums and integration mechanisms, thought and praxis on culture 

(1980 - 2010 and beyond) 
 
In order to make a diagnosis and, subsequently, a critical analysis of the main cooperation 
projects and programmes dealing with the field of culture that have been implemented and 
that are underway in Latin America and the Caribbean, it is absolutely necessary to frame 
them within a specific historical context. The knowledge as may acquired and the evaluation 
as nay be made cannot be removed from the social, political, economic and cultural 
contingencies of the times we are living: the current phase of globalization of the international-
transnational system. 
 
At another level, the analysis can be centred on analyzing the technical reason that is 
involved in the Programs. The fact that we circumscribe it to this dimension could limit the 
vision because it would basically answer the “how” to the detriment of the “why”. Bearing in 
mind what has been set forth, it is clear that it is convenient to supplement both frameworks of 
analysis. Within this context, it is absolutely necessary to take into account the background of 
the predominant vision of the role played by culture in the region in previous decades. 
 
As of the 1970s, the international community and Latin America and the Caribbean started to 
assign a significant role to culture – seen at that time as a factor that helped ensure 
development. 
 
Thus, some attempts at designing cultural policies and plans started to emerge in the region 
and they were conceived as sectoral aspects aimed at overcoming what was then referred to 
as the “Latin American and Caribbean underdevelopment”. 
 
During the subsequent decades, the effective and growing activity carried out in the Andean 
region as a result of the Andrés Bello Agreement, starting in 1971, was coupled in terms of 
political intervention, to the important role of culture in the process of integration assigned by 
the “Group of Rio” – a mechanism of consultation and political concerted actions that 
operates at a highest level – specifically in its two first meetings (Acapulco in 1987 and Punta 
del Este the following year). In these two meetings, mention was clearly made of the great 
value of the historical and natural patrimony; a wide relation and cooperation intra Latin 
America in the field of artistic and cultural creation, the strengthening of popular and 
traditional cultures and the growing access of all the social groups to those goods (Cornejo 
Polar, 1992, 12-13). 
 
The “Declaration of Uruguay” – within the framework of the Meeting of the Group held in 1988 
– proposed was to set up a common market of cultural and educational goods that enables 
its free circulation; the establishment of cultural industries; facilitating the circulation of people 
related to cultural and educational activities; the struggle against the illegal traffic of goods; 
the exchange of technical experiences and the creation of the Popular Library of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, the “Latin American Fund for the Development of Culture and 
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the Latin American Fund of Arts”. 
 
As can be clearly seen, these were excellent proposals that were the framework for the 
programs that would be implemented during the following years. Unfortunately, they were not 
addressed wit adequate continuity in this Forum during the subsequent years. Cultural topics 
were part of the agenda of this mechanism only in those two occasions and culture was 
attributed only a 0.9% share among the issues that were addressed during the next twelve 
years (Moneta, 2002). 
 
In spite of this, the countries of the Rio Group implemented an agreement and a decision 
instance for continuing with this task. In 1997, the Agreement of Partial Scope for Cooperation 
and Exchange of Goods in the Fields of Culture, Education and Science signed within the 
framework of ALADI and previously in 1989 by initiative of Brazil, the decision to start Meetings 
of the Ministers of Culture and Officials Responsible for Cultural Policies of Latin America and 
the Caribbean. These were indeed important landmarks, as they set up a high level Forum 
which was fully devoted to addressing issues regarding to culture. 
 
Ever since its first meetings (Brasilia, August 1989; Mar del Plata and Mexico, 1990), there was 
evidence of considerable progress in these proposals, both in conceptual and political terms: 
regional integration must start by acknowledging ethnic, cultural and linguistic plurality of the 
peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean. Likewise, the direct link of social development 
with culture and education is reaffirmed. 
 
Special mention should be also made of the different multilateral cooperation activities that 
were carried out by the OAS and the Institute for the Integration of Latin America and the 
Caribbean (INTAL) mostly emphasizing on education. Even more important within the field of 
cooperation are the external links and the gradual setting up of a new space -the Ibero-
American space. It is worth highlighting the I Ibero-American Conference of Heads of States 
and Governments, held in Mexico in July 1991, counting on the participation of Spain and 
Portugal. 
 
These elements must be seen as bases for the thinking process and institutional action that was 
evidenced during the two next decades. They are certainly so and they are taken into 
account within the framework of a progressive evolution of the answers given in the cultural 
field to the internal changes in LAC and, to a lesser degree, to the evolution of the 
international system. The failure of bipolarism (“the collapse of the Wall of Berlin”, 1989), the 
progress of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and the perception and praxis 
of the neoliberal “New Order” that acquires strength during the 1990s under the globalizing 
ideology, force us to include faster, wider and more in-depth transformations to the analysis on 
the pertinence of what has been done by the region in the field of culture. 
 
During the 1990s and the first decade of this twenty first century, Latin America and the 
Caribbean suffered multiple and most diverse external and internal ravages that were closely 
interrelated. The globalization processes imply in-depth asymmetric interactions among States, 
societies and different transnational players that include their communications, their 
interpretation of reality and the senses that have been assigned to them. 
 
The acceleration of processes is coupled to an almost exponential increase in complexity. 
When faced with the paradigm of a “global market, society and culture”, that foster a media 
cultural standardization in wide social segments, the counterpart that emerges is the 
multiplication of identities and the fragmentation of discourses.  
 
The acceptance of the main parameters of the neoliberal market model in most countries of 
our region during the 1990s gave a new meaning to politics and culture in the formula for 
“enabling the economy to thrive by others means”. The application of predominantly 
economist approaches to the models of national development, to regional integration and to 
the raison d'être of our links with the rest of the world is followed during the first decade of this 
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 century by the reconstruction and new meaning of national States, of democracy of 
integration and action, certainly applying a plurality of methods. Similarly, under different 
stages of implementation, we see the emergence with growing strength of the gradual 
organization of confederated supranational spaces. Although the latter maintain the 
economic interests of the nation as their main foundation, they try to turn into political 
organizations with the capacity to govern and with the power to have an effect on the 
shaping and activities of the world order, though not all of them face the same success in this 
attempt. 
 
No doubt, culture is not left out of these processes. The geopolitical and geoeconomic 
dimensions of world power are now coupled to the geocultural dimension. Furthermore, the 
traditional attributes of military and economic power, along with the definitions made in 
territorial terms, are now coupled to the cultural space and the capacity and contents of 
communications – i.e., the “soft power” of culture. 
 
In short, throughout the past few decades, the Latin America and Caribbean region has gone 
through in-depth transformations. Besides the changes that have been evidenced in the 
institutional political models and the search for new modalities of insertion in the world 
economy, the system of social players is evidently restructured and this is evidenced in their 
critical resistance to the previous modalities of collective action. Similarly, the model of 
modernity associated to the prevailing western pattern that ruled our culture is being 
questioned in favour of the design of formulas of our own that are hybrid in nature (Garretón, 
1999, 5). 
 
As mentioned above, there are still marked ethnical differences along with different ways of 
seen things and different objectives as related to policies and resources in regional and 
national scopes of Latin America and the Caribbean. Nevertheless, this multicultural 
heterogeneity in terms of time, context and priorities for action are not the obstacle that has to 
be overcome, but rather the concrete foundation based on which we can progress in building 
programs aimed at cultural development and integration. 
 
Conceptually, the perception of “diversity as a major obstacle” has already been replaced by 
“cultural diversity as wealth”. No only Latin America and the Caribbean, but the whole world, 
are learning gradually to attach it its due value. 
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This is indeed a difficult area on account of the fact that the current challenges of 
pluriculturality in Latin America cover both our multiethnicity, and the multiculturality that 
emerges and is consolidated based on contemporary modalities of segmentation and 
organization of culture in industrialized societies. On account of the above, the living 
modalities and the thinking modalities that have been conceived and organized as related to 
the territorial dimension -be it local, national or regional- only account for a part of the cultural 
development: the other elements that are included come from a transnational system of 
production and dissemination of cultural contents that has no specific territory (García 
Canclini, 1994, 2 - 4). 
 
This is the wider and more complex framework where cultural programmes and activities in 
Latin America and the Caribbean must find a place. 
 
 
3. Continuity and change; similarities and differences; imbalances and rearrangements: 

culture in the projects and programmes of integration mechanisms  
  
A specific matrix is included in Annex I to this document under the title “Integration 
mechanisms and multilateral and regional organizations in LAC: Guidelines, decisions and 
activities in the area of cultural cooperation and integration”, in an attempt to examine the 
main projects and programmes in the field of cultural cooperation. As related to each 
Integration mechanism, forum or intergovernmental organization that operates in the cultural 
field in this region,1 this matrix includes its objectives, areas of activity and a choice of 
decisions, guidelines for action and activities that have been implemented during the past few 
years and that are currently under way, or that form part of projects that will soon be 
implemented. 
 
In spite of its limitations with respect to the universe it can have access to and by virtue of 
difficulties to access information sources and significant differences in the way in which its 
contents are treated and the scope they have, this selection enables us to determine an 
indicative framework of reference for evaluating the different programmes and projects. 
 
3.1  General observations 
 

• As a  whole, the programmes and projects that have been implemented by integration 
mechanisms during the 1990s are relatively small in number and are focused on the 
preservation of the cultural patrimony (most commonly the material patrimony), the 
support of the “Fine Arts” (Music, Theatre, Dance, Plastic Arts) and cultural traditions. In 
most of the cases, all these projects reflect the notion that still prevails in the countries of 
the region regarding culture and its role in development and integration. 

• As a result, despite early conceptual progress attained in this field (for instance: The 
Declarations of the “Rio Group”; the orientations and decisions of the Meeting of the 
Ministers of Culture and Officials in Charge of Cultural Policies in LAC) and the wealth of 
intellectual production – evidenced in documents and conferences –cultural issues still 
play a secondary role and are organized on the basis of traditional cultural criteria. 

• In general, there is evidence of an adequate level of congruence between the axes 
and programs that have been attached priority in each integration mechanism, and the 
situations and needs that are considered to be critical or relevant by the member 
countries in the area of culture. These axes do not only express coincidences but also the 
asymmetries and differences that are evidenced between the States in terms of needs 
that have not been yet met, specific situations faced by each nation and national 
development projects and external insertion projects. 

 
1 The Andrés Bello Convention – a very important and pioneering agreeement in the area of culture in 
Latin America – has not been included in view of the decision taken by its Member States to cease 
activities in this sector within the context of said convention. 
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 • During the first decade of the twenty first century, important conceptual changes took 

place along with a note worthy increase in the participation of culture in work 
programmes lead by integration mechanisms. In terms of contents, there is evidence 
that these programmes start to be designed in an attempt to give an adequate 
response to the new challenges of globalization. They stand out because they assign a 
relevant role and weight to the following topics:  

 
Cultural diversity; identity; cultural rights; social cohesion and inclusion; migrations; native 
peoples, afro descendants and minorities; cultural industries; social memory and copyright; 
interactions of culture and education, the environment; cooperation, intercultural dialogue 
and regional cultural integration. 
 
Consequently, the agenda is both expanded and diversified. Nevertheless, this does not mean 
that those topics that are related to the material, non material and natural cultural patrimony 
loose significance: rather, they are still among the main axes. 
 

• The incorporation of these and other topics that will be addressed later ahead are 
indeed a promising update and expansion of the regional agenda in the field of culture. 
In spite of this fact, their distribution among the different integration mechanisms is quite 
asymmetric. Some of them have made a considerable progress in the field of “new 
topics” (for instance: cultural industries; cultural projection towards other countries; the 
creation of alliances; public policies for mass media; articulation of efforts between 
States, independent organizations and companies); while others still gravitate around 
more traditional issues or are still concentrated on a limited number of areas (as could 
be the case of education and culture) due to very legitimate reasons and needs. 

 
• It is worth stating that the perception of these processes can be modified to a certain 

degree if the vision also includes some member countries individually. In fact, each 
integration mechanism has among the countries that make it up one or several nations 
that have the capacity to act as centres for organizing projects within the framework of 
each mechanism and that could partly help reduce these asymmetries, in view of the 
factors that prevail in their territories. 

 
• Finally, despite the important progress that has been made, there are still imbalances 

between the relevant growth that have been achieved in conceptual projects of 
cultural issues and their limited implementation, when considering the needs that are still 
present. 

 
• In other words, the past inequality is still maintained (Radl 2000:27) as to the weight 

assigned to the economic and cultural dimensions in the development and integration 
processes.  

 
3.2  Specific Observations: Objectives, Programs and Projects 
 

• When we analyze as a whole the “Objectives, Programs and Projects” of the different 
integration mechanisms and intergovernmental forums included the Matrix that is part of 
this work section (see Appendix I), it is quite clear that there are no contradictions 
between them. Nevertheless -and as could have been expected- a different emphasis is 
placed on the significance attached to one or the other topic, or else, there is a more 
limited number of objectives and activities. 

 
• Hence, the following are included under the same common denominator though from 

different approaches and with different scopes and degrees of emphasis: identity; 
protection, safeguard and social appropriation of the Cultural and y Natural Patrimony 
and cultural diversity (including the preferential role assigned to native peoples, afro 
descendants and those of other origin); cultural tourism; migrations; intercultural  
dialogue; cultural rights and the democratic building of citizenship; copyright; social 
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inclusion and cohesion; the strengthening of cultural institutions; the development of 
cultural industries; links between education and culture and education and sustainable 
development; the will to incorporate more fully and actively the participation of different 
stakeholders of the community and of strengthening and deepening cooperation via 
common and supplementary projects between the different LAC countries within the 
framework of their regions and the mechanisms they belong to. 

 
• With respect to the Programs and Projects (the convergence and concrete coordination 

of which will be addressed in the next section) and as related to most of the topics that 
have been mentioned above, different projects and actions have been implemented 
(among them: forums, studies, inventories, etc.), all with a subregional coverage. Even 
bearing in mind the unavoidable requirements for specificities that emerge in this 
respect, there is evidence that there is still a wide field for their coordination within a 
wider scope (whether the latter is, or not, regional). This coordination would bring about 
important advantages in terms of economy of resources and efforts; mutual knowledge; 
exchange of experiences and generation of common or concerted positions. 

 
On the other hand, when analyzing in detail the “Objectives and Programs” of each regional 
mechanism, we can point at and emphasize the following aspects that would be specially 
convenient to bear in mind for new initiatives or for ensuring coordination and convergence in 
the field of cultural cooperation within the framework of regional integration. 
 
I.3.2.1 Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) – South American Council of Education, 
Culture, Science, Technology and Innovation (COSECCTI) 
 

• This initiative clearly expressed the purpose of reducing regional and subregional 
asymmetries in the fields of education, culture, science and technology and innovation. 
This objective is especially significant for LAC and with this approach it can be a wide 
base for joint preparation of intra Latin American and Caribbean cooperation projects 
that combine extra regional cooperation contributions, as deemed convenient. 

 
• When it refers to cultural industries, it covers economic aspects, as well as those related 

to a global human development. This binding inclusion of both dimensions does not 
emerge – or does not emerge clearly – when addressing the topic in other mechanisms 
when we consider the impact of cultural industries. 

 
Hence, it seems adequate to emphasize both aspects when preparing the text on 
cultural industries that will be submitted and the subsequent evaluation of the topic 
during the meeting that will be held in Costa Rica. 

 
• It emphasizes – as was also the case of the Cultural MERCOSUR and CARICOM – the 

need to aim cooperation at cross sectional relations of culture. Education, science, 
technology and innovation are among those mentioned. Within this framework, it also 
attaches value to cooperation in research and training on sustainable development, 
biodiversity and climate changes. 

 
This topic is a relevant contribution to the preparation of a cooperation agenda that is 
adequate for facing the challenges that will be appearing during the coming decades. (In 
view of the fact that COSECCTI has only started implementing its tasks very recently, most of 
the activities that it will launch will be implemented in 2011). 
 
I.3.2.2 Forum of Ministers of Culture and Officials in Charge of Cultural Policies in LAC  
 

• The role played by the Forum “as a space for intensifying coordination, dialogue, 
agreements and consensus between countries” is ratified. It seems that this statement 
should be taken into account as related to that complex web that is the institutional 
framework for adopting decisions in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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• It clearly states its purpose “of fostering the coordination of common and supplementary 

projects between CARICOM, CECC-SICA, Cultural MERCOSUR, Cultural ALBA, CAN, 
COSECCTI-UNASUR and the Regional Office of UNESCO”. 

 
• Similarly, it expresses its intention to collaborate with other regional spaces “so that the 

interests that are shared by the Member Countries are a point of reference for making 
decisions aimed at attaining cultural integration”. These positions offer a relevant and 
promising space for coordination and political support for cultural cooperation and 
integration efforts. 

 
• It is aimed at meeting the “Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for the region”  

 
This seems to be the only instance within the regional framework that is analyzed in this study 
that refers to the MDGs.2 Clearly, under these circumstances it is not possible to analyze in-
depth this topic. Nonetheless it is worth pointing at its major significance, because when the 
UN prepared its MDGs, the relevant role that cultures plays was not taken into account in order 
to comply with these goals.3 
 
On account of the reasons mentioned above, it seems quite adequate to include this topic in 
the cultural cooperation agenda that is being prepared prior consultation with the pertinent 
institutions in the Member States. 
 
I.3.2.3 Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
 

• In this specific case, we are dealing with an agenda that has been more widely referred 
to. Aware of the key significance of the cultural heritage of the Caribbean peoples -
specifically the wealth of their cultural diversity- for the economic and social 
development of the region, CARICOM strongly emphasizes the development of cultural 
industries as an adequate strategy to this effect. 

 
• Special mention should be made of the significance of creating links between culture 

and education, science and technology, the environment, tourism and industrial 
development.  

 
• CARICOM has contributed with significant experiences to the organization of artistic 

festivals (CARIFESTA), Funds for the Arts and alliances with institutions that operate in the 
field of knowledge (UWI-CARICOM Project).  

 
I.3.2.4 Central American Integration System (SICA) – General Secretariat of Education and 
Cultural Coordination of Central America (SG – SECC) 
 

• As in the previous case, the agenda of SICA in the field of culture is focused on a group 
of clearly defined objectives. When we analyze them it is possible to determine that the 
relation between culture and education acquires a relevant value. In this field, due 
value is attached to education as a human right. Among its main objectives, mention 
can be made of raising the rates of schooling and reducing those of illiteracy.  

 
• The regional cultural policy (consensus - based) that is being prepared for the 2011 - 2013 

period presents –similar to what is evidenced in Cultural ALBA and the Forum of Ministers 
 

 
2 The review of the region’s progress as regards compliance with the MDGs was considered in the 
framework of the Ibero-American Conference of Ministers of Culture. 
 
3 This situation is thoroughly analyzed by a group of renowned specialists, personalities working in the 
cultural sector and international officials in Moneta, Carlos Juan (Editor), “Culture, the Millennium 
Development Goals and the Multicultural Integration Organizations”, OEI-AECID, Madrid, 2011. 
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of Culture of LAC- as a differentiating element, the purpose of developing a “Culture of 
Peace”. 

 
I.3.2.5 Andean Community of Nations. Andean Council of Ministries of Education and Culture 
and Principals in Charge of Cultural Policies (CAMEC) 
 
CAMEC also emphasizes the link between culture and development and highlights the 
projects on education and culture that have been included in the “Integrated Plan for Social 
Development”, as well as in the education for a culture of integration. 
 
1.3.2.6 Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), Grand National Cultural ALBA 
Project 
 

• This has been conceived as a tool for “contributing to the transformation and unity of 
Latin America through culture”. It also foresees countless actions aimed at ensuring Latin 
American and Caribbean unity, both at a governmental level and within the framework 
of the different societies of the region. It develops multiple tasks for the development of 
joint projects in the field of cultural industries and training. Likewise, it has started an 
important program of international cultural relations that comprises the following: i) its 
participation in social forums and summits; ii) actions in forums organized for intercultural 
dialogues and for encouraging a culture of peace between the members of ALBA and 
the rest of the countries in the region, iii) the concerted action of ALBA countries in 
multilateral organizations and fostering actions in the cultural arena in these countries. 

 
• The creation of a program of international cultural relations is one of the contributions of 

ALBA that should be taken into account together with what was planned and 
implemented by Cultural MERCOSUR and CARICOM and the experience that some 
countries of the region have in this field (for instance: Colombia, Mexico and the 
countries of MERCOSUR), so as to design a regional program aimed at this field.  

 
 
I.3.2.7 Cultural MERCOSUR  
 

• Cultural MERCOSUR added the following to the proposals and experiences of the Latin 
American and Caribbean region as a whole: a) the need to design cultural plans that 
include short, medium and long term strategies; b) the promotion of Cultural Satellite 
Accounts; and c) the implementation of cross sectional policies (combining culture with 
education, health, social development and the environment); d) the creation of the 
“MERCOSUR Cultural” seal to facilitate the transit of cultural goods between the 
countries in the region; and e) the development of (joint) strategies for participating in 
forums, as well as in international and multilateral organizations. 

 
I.3.2.8 Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA) 
 

• Among the institutions of the region, SELA has a relevant position and can act as a 
mechanism for the promotion, development, consultation and coordination of a 
Regional Program for Coordination and Convergence aimed at the Cultural Integration 
of Latin America and the Caribbean, on account of its competences as derived from its 
Constitutional Convention. 

 
• Besides the actions implemented in the field of culture as per the instructions of the Latin 

American Council of SELA, the Permanent Secretariat has launched several programs 
and projects in the field of the social dimension of integration and development (for 
instance : the reduction of poverty; higher education; social development; migrations, 
etc.). This area has important spaces for coordination a cooperation link with culture. 

 
• Based on the above and on the significance attached to these topics by the countries 
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 and regional integration mechanisms, it is deemed convenient to take into account the 

possibility of linking the projects implemented in the social area of development to those 
areas that correspond to Cultural Programs under consideration in this document. 

 
I.3.2.9 Andean Development Corporation (CAF) 
 

• CAF has already acted quite constructively in different cultural projects and programs 
that are linked to different aspects of regional integration and sustainable development. 
Here we find an important space for negotiation and management of financial 
cooperation for different projects and programs that favour cultural integration in the 
region. 

 
I.3.2.10 Latin American Integration Association (ALADI) 
 

• From the regional point of view, the “Regional Agreement on Cooperation and 
Exchange of Goods in the Fields of Culture, Education and Science” is a platform (that is 
still being used quite weakly by its Member Countries) for moving forward – even 
gradually – to meeting its main purpose: the creation of a common market of cultural 
goods and services (First Article). 
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II. INITIATIVES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COORDINATION AND CONVERGENCE IN THE AREA 
OF CULTURAL COOPERATION WITH A LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN SCOPE  

 
According to the terms of reference of this study, this section shall identify courses of 

action likely to generate projects of articulation and convergence in the area of Latin 
American and Caribbean cultural cooperation. Its purpose is to contribute to social 
development and cultural integration of the countries of the region. 
 
To that end, we have developed Matrix No. 2, included in Annex 2, entitled “Ibero-American, 
hemispheric, multilateral and non-governmental organizations: Guidelines, decisions and 
activities in the area of cultural development and cooperation”, and Matrix No. 3, included in 
Annex 3, called “Integration mechanisms and multilateral and regional organizations in LAC: 
Programs and activities that could be available with external cooperative relations 
Integration”. The latter matrix shows, apart from the activities carried out within LAC, those 
conducted by inter-regional organizations which involve a large number of countries in the 
region (e.g. OEI and OAS), as well as multilateral organizations (e.g., IDB) and non-
governmental organizations (e.g. United Cities and Local Governments - UCLG). 
 
Subsequently, we shall proceed to improve this proposal, incorporating (see Chapter III) a 
selection of priority issues for LAC in the cultural field arising from both the analysis of existing 
trends and emerging processes taking place in medium-term scenarios (2010 - 2020) 
 
In all cases observed, there is a large potential of technical and financial resources, as well as 
ongoing experiences and processes in the cultural field, which can be linked, with mutual 
benefit, by way of projects and cooperative action. The articulation of these spaces 
according to criteria and decisions made promptly would substantially broaden the support 
base and the scope of influence of the programs and projects, as well as their chances of 
obtaining funding. 
 
1. Identification of concrete proposals for action  
 
Any selection of initiatives and projects involves risks as well as a commitment of stakeholders. 
The latter comes with clarity and strength of the statements and decisions from the highest 
levels of government of member countries. Even with the necessary political support, various 
difficulties must still be overcome, which were identified during the first part of this study: 
 
a) Issues relating to the plurality of membership of States, that form part of various integration 
schemes, and existing decision and inter-governmental cooperation mechanisms, which 
sometimes show overlapping responsibilities and jurisdictions; and b) asymmetries as regards 
development, as well as human, material and technological resources.  
 
Attention to the difficulties mentioned above is the responsibility of governmental decision-
making bodies and integration mechanisms. Therefore, they will not be considered in this 
study, although they should be mentioned, since they affect the feasibility of programs and 
projects. 
 
For the first factor, we will take into account the criterion of a "dialogue between mechanisms 
under a flexible and pragmatic approach" (Document of the “Plan of Action of Montego 
Bay"),4 and for the second, “the application of special and differential treatment to less 
developed countries." 5 Indeed, a relevant consideration in the selection will be that wherever 
possible, it helps to reduce existing imbalances. 
 

 
4 “Meeting of regional and subregional integration mechanisms in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
within the framework of the Caracas Work Programme for Implementation of the Montego Bay Action 
Plan, Period 2010-2011”, CALC Presidency, Venezuela, Caracas, 25 and 26 October 2010. 
 
5 Ibidem. 



Coordination and convergence of cultural integration   SP/Di N°10-11 
In Latin America and the Caribbean  
       17 
 
 With clear guidance on these issues, the adopted criteria for selection represent a hybrid 
formula which seeks – with variations in the specific importance assigned to each factor, as 
applicable – to take into account the following aspects:  
 
a) Degree of interest and priority assigned to the Program or Project by governments;  
b) Programs and projects that, while they may have a different level of support, form part 

of the agendas of most regional integration mechanisms;  
c) Programs and projects that incorporate strengthen or complement the presence of 

issues and actions of the new generation of challenges facing the region in the cultural 
field, not included or that have limited participation in the framework of the “traditional 
agenda."  

 
Finally, note that programs and projects to be proposed along this Chapter and the next 
(apart from those already suggested in the previous chapter) are just examples of the many 
possibilities arising from the elements provided by Matrix No. 3 and Chapter III. For these 
reasons, we have not tried in this paper to cover all alternatives that are convenient or 
necessary and are presented as feasible and sustainable. 
 
Similarly, it is worth explaining that Matrix No. 3 (See column “Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional multilateral organizations and other entities with which 
cooperative links could be established") supports the incorporation of a wide range of NGOs, 
foundations, civil society associations, social movements, international and multilateral 
organizations, countries, companies and other actors, as potential participants, partners and 
counterparts to programs and projects that will ultimately be realized. Such is the case, as an 
example, of the “International Network on Cultural Policy” (INCP) or (informal) international 
forums comprising senior officials in charge of culture. Therefore, the possibilities of enhancing 
the offer of technical cooperation, financial assistance and political and social support can 
be expanded to a considerable extent. 
 
Matrix No. 1 shows that each integration mechanism has organized its work from vectors and 
axes that take into consideration courses of action and priority issues. 
 
Bearing in mind this organization of tasks, which supports the identification of common 
"collecting" vectors (e.g., cultural heritage, diversity, identity, culture and cross-links, human 
resource training, social inclusion and cohesion, international cultural relations, funding, etc.), 
and the emphasis on specific topics (e.g., migration, cultural information systems), we have 
proceeded, in order to facilitate our task, to group together in Matrix No. 3 the diverse universe 
of ongoing activities, around the following eight main "collecting" areas: 
 
• Natural, Material and Immaterial Heritage, Memory and the Diversity of Cultural 

Expressions: includes natural, material and immaterial heritage; Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions, Social Memory, Cultural Legal Protection, Brokers, cultural routes and cultural 
tourism. 

• Social inclusion and cohesion: including indigenous cultures, of African descent and 
Minority Groups, Migrants and Immigrants and Youth. 

• Regional and Sub-regional Identity: includes Cultural Integration, Intercultural Dialogue 
and Cultural Integration in local and border areas.  

• Culture, Education and Training: includes Culture, Education and Professional Training, 
Studies and Research.  

• Culture and cross-cutting issues, including Culture and Science, Technology and 
Innovation, Culture and Media, Culture and Natural Disasters, Climate Change and 
Environment. 

• Information Systems and Cultural Observatories. 
• International Cultural Relations: includes Foreign Cultural Relations, International 

Cooperation and Interregional Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean; Ibero-
American Cultural Charter and Ibero-American Cultural Space.  

• Financing of Joint Projects  
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Bearing in mind this framework, after examining the number of issues incorporated in each of 
the eight major collector areas, the following proposals emerge:  
 
II.1.1. Natural, Material and Immaterial Cultural Heritage, Memory and Diversity of Cultural 
Expressions  
 
- Project: REGIONAL PROGRAM OF LEGAL CULTURAL PROTECTIO  
Presentation: COSECCTI (UNASUR) has initiated a project with its 12 Member States (see Mat. 1 
and Mat. 3, pp. 2-7) in the area of "Cultural Legal Protection" which includes Cultural Rights 
(indigenous peoples, of African descent, minorities, etc.) Protection of traditional and popular 
knowledge and expressions, intellectual property and other issues, striving to eliminate 
discrimination and racism.  
 
This project would allow to group and organize them, adding related issues agreed for 
incorporation by other LAC countries. With the participation of the Cultural MERCOSUR, 
CARICOM, SIECA, CAN and ALBA with their respective programs, through the reconciliation of 
these, a Regional Program can be obtained to avoid duplication of efforts and progress on 
issues of great importance, which require the gradual construction of agreed positions on an 
international and intra-regional level. 
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS. 
 
Suggested Coordination: COSECCTI and institutions and mechanisms of integration of LAC, to 
be appointed. 
 
- Project: REGIONAL PROGRAM ON MEMORY SOCIAL, CULTURAL HERITAGE AND DIVERSITY OF 
CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS  
 
Presentation: COSECCTI (UNASUR) has initiated a project (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 2-
7) which seeks to promote the recognition, valuation, protection, safeguarding and social 
appropriation of Cultural Heritage, as well as Diversity of cultural expressions of the peoples of 
the region. It incorporates issues and activities focused on exchange of information on census, 
records, inventories and information systems on cultural heritage and the strengthening and 
expansion of social memory.  
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS. 
 
Suggested Coordination: COSECCTI could act as a core part of a Coordinating Group for the 
issues listed above, in a joint effort with other integration mechanisms and regional entities. The 
projects and activities within the field of art, festivals, etc, seem to require their organization in 
agreement with CARICOM, ALBA Cultural, SICA and other integration mechanisms and 
entities. In this context, various countries could make substantive contributions (e.g. Training 
Centre and Observatory for Heritage Management, Brazil). 
 
- Brokers / Cultural Routes and Cultural Tourism (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 8-9) 
 
Taking into account the specificity of these issues, which require a national and sub-regional 
treatment, a possible way for cooperative relationship might focused on the preparation of 
Seminars and Workshops on exchange of experiences, procedure manuals and identification 
of connection axes. 
 
II.1.2. Social inclusion and cohesion 
 
- Project: BASIS FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION AND COHESION PROGRAMMES 
 
Presentation: Taking into account the work done by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA 
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 regarding the "Social Dimension of Integration. Guidelines for an Action Plan on matters of 
Health, Education and Employment" (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pg. 10), in case that the 
impact of cultural factors on the different components of the SELA program is not included, we 
suggest to carry out studies to examine this issue. Based on its findings and recommendations, 
new activities could be defined.  
 
Also, SICA-SECC, with the cooperation of different countries, has conducted workshops and 
seminars on “The role of Art as a strategy for the preservation of social violence” and on 
“Youth Culture and Violence”. 
 
We present here innovative lines of work and research that are critical in the field of social 
cohesion and exclusion, about which other mechanisms and countries have important 
experiences to share. 
 
For these reasons, we suggest to organize a Program focused on sharing experiences and 
identifying new strategies for action in this field.  
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS, UCLG  
 
Suggested Coordination: SELA for "Culture and Plan of Action" and SICA for "Art and Violence."  
 
- Indigenous Cultures, of African descent and Minority Groups 
 
In addressing this issue (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp 11-12) noteworthy are: CAN, Cultural 
ALBA, SICA and CARICOM. In MERCOSUR, particularly Bolivia, Paraguay and Brazil.  
 
In this context, a suggestion is made to advance in the connection and exchange of 
experiences arising from the various programs and projects. For example, Brazil under Cultural 
MERCOSUR develops a major program on Afro-descendants, but also works with Paraguay, 
Bolivia and Argentina in projects relating to the Guaraní people. The CAN has an important 
"Andean Intercultural Program" and SICA carries out the project “Caribbean-Central American 
Cultural Corridor." 
 
These activities should include a link to the issue of Cultural Legal Protection developed by 
COSECCTI. 
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS. 
 
- Migrants and immigrants 
 
Project: IBERUTAS. “ROUTES OF ACTIVE MEMORY”  
 
Presentation: The 20th Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government, (Mar del 
Plata, 09/2010), approved the program "Iberutas,” initiative by Argentina that was supported 
by the Cultural MERCOSUR member countries. (See Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp 13-14). 
 
The main objective of this program is to organize different field studies and prospective 
research linked to immigration that, although including flows to and between other regions 
and countries, are particularly focused on Ibero-America.  
 
With these migration movements, new ways of thinking about work and citizenship processes, 
collaboration and border issues, emerge as topics of discussion. Ethnic differentiation, 
demographic factors and economic crisis give high political visibility to the phenomenon of 
migration as a forum for discussion and research in the field of culture. They lead us to reflect 
on the historical ties and discuss regional and interregional agreements and public policies, 
from a perspective that focuses on full guarantee of social and cultural rights. 
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For Latin America and the Caribbean, studies of this nature, which can be complemented 
with intra-regional work, constitute a fundamental instrument for the development of public 
policies (and the subsequent search of consensus on external positions) on a subject whose 
critical importance will increase during the next decade. 
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: For this program it would be 
appropriate to have the support of Spain and Portugal and establish forms of partnership with 
the Project, which falls in the field of action of OEI. 
 
The OAS and UCLG could also make contributions. 
 
Suggested coordination: We suggest the formation of a Coordination Group, which could 
have as technical secretariat the Permanent Secretariat of SELA.  
 
- Youth  
 
Presentation: The Forum of Ministers of Culture and Responsible for Cultural Policy of LAC 
decided (XVII Forum; 04/2010) to create a plan for job placement of youth, including 
employment in ICTs. For its part, the OEI has launched an "Ibero-American Plan of Cooperation 
and Integration of Youth 2009 – 2015" (XIX JEG Summit, Lisbon 12/2009) (see Mat. No. 1 and 
Mat. No. 3, p. 15). 
 
It seems necessary to evaluate the convenience of establishing, as strongly as possible, close 
ties between the two plans, in order to optimize results and avoid dispersion and duplication of 
efforts.  
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS, UCLG.  
 
 
 
1.3. Regional and Sub-regional Identity  
 
Presentation: There are projects and programs in CARICOM, SICA, CAN, Cultural ALBA and 
Cultural MERCOSUR, showing an uneven coverage of the issue, although there are numerous 
statements of political commitment in favour of the affirmation of identity in all sub-regions. 
(See Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 16 - 17). 
 
- Intercultural Dialogue 
 
Project: CULTURAL MERCOSUR SEAL  
 
Presentation: The Forum of Ministers of Culture, Responsible for Cultural Policy of LAC (XIV 
Forum, 04/2010) adopted the " Cultural MERCOSUR Seal" which together with initiatives of 
CARICOM, are public policies that allow free movement of artists, works, goods and services, 
involving the Ministries of Culture, the Foreign and Trade Ministries of the respective Member 
Countries. (See Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 18 - 19). 
 
There are already initiatives under negotiation to extend this to the countries of the "Expanded 
MERCOSUR", which – if it comes to fruition – would cover most of South America.  
 
For these reasons, the “Cultural MERCOSUR Seal” offers a promising basis to extend the 
experience gradually until it covers the entire region. It is therefore proposed to organize a 
project intended for that purpose.  
 
Suggested coordination: Organization of a Coordinating Committee headed by Cultural 
MERCOSUR, and with representatives of other regional and sub-regional integration and 
cooperation bodies. 
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- Cultural integration 
 
Presentation: In addition to the "LAC Cultural Information System" and various projects being 
carried out at the sub-regional level, we suggest exploring the issue of coordination of public 
policies for regional integration proposed by COSECCTI for its Work Programme (see Mat. No. 1 
and Mat. No. 3, pp. 20). 
 
- Cultural Integration in Border Areas and Local Development  
 
Project: Regional Programme on cultural integration in border areas and local development 
 
Presentation: Border regions have great importance in the cultural integration process. The 
project places intercultural dynamics in a different frame of reference, which decides what is 
similar and what is different; it affects our sense of interdependence and identity.  
 
LAC has important programs in this field and experiences and case studies that are relevant 
for all, in almost all sub-regions. The spectrum is broad and diverse; it covers programs ranging 
from border integration of Mercosur and Central America to the positive experiences of 
education in border areas under the criteria of multiculturalism, in the CAN (see Mat. No. 1 and 
Mat. No. 3, p. 21). 
 
Also, progress has been made in the process of decentralization from central governments 
and increase of local autonomy, having an impact on the cultural processes and sustainable 
development.  
 
For these reasons, it seems appropriate to organize a Regional Programme in these areas, 
contributing to mutual understanding of the experiences from each of the regions in LAC, the 
role of new approaches, methodologies and practices put in place, etc. 
 
In particular, we should consider:  
 
a) The strategic value of the cultural sector to local and regional development and the 
necessary articulation with the social and economic policies  
 
b) Promote greater equity in access to cultural and artistic practices and experiences, for the 
purpose of promoting acceptance of diversity and strengthen the democratization process.  
 
c) The construction of cultural policies in conjunction with local and border culture areas as a 
strategy for mutual strengthening and adaptation to local and regional realities.  
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, UCLG (Agenda 21 for Culture). 
 
Suggested Coordination: Organization of a Coordinating Committee comprising 
representatives of all integration mechanisms. 
 
1.4. Culture, Education and Professional Training 
 
Presentation: The Culture-Education axis has a strong development in most LAC regions, 
particularly in the SICA and CAN (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 22-23). While in SICA the 
objectives are focused on reducing illiteracy and increasing school enrollment rates, the CAN 
has a major program on "education for integration" and the Cultural ALBA and Cultural 
MERCOSUR, on the professionalization of artists, technicians and cultural creators. 
 
This division of tasks suggests that the line of cooperation and relationship that seems most 
appropriate is the exchange of experiences and knowledge transfer, as well as the articulation 
of the respective programs.  
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In this context, there are valuable initiatives in the field of intercultural programs which focus on 
indigenous peoples. From programs that are based on the inclusion of bilingual language and 
incorporation of ancient knowledge to a paradigm of Western education, they promote the 
creation of fully indigenous universities, i.e., organized and led by indigenous people, with 
programs designed within their societies (Mato, 2011). 
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS, UCLG. 
 
Suggested coordination: SICA, CAN, Cultural MERCOSUR and Cultural ALBA. 
 
- Studies and research 
Project: COOPERATION BETWEEN INTEGRATION MECHANISMS AND KNOWLEDGE INSTITUTIONS 
(see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, p. 24). 
 
Presentation: The UWI-CARICOM Agreement constitutes a successful experience of strategic 
partnership of an integration mechanism with a university (University of West Indies) with 
renowned prestige. Through this program, CARICOM has high-level studies and assessments on 
critical challenges at the international level faced by the Caribbean Community, which may 
be its best position and international integration and the best ways for its development. It also 
works in the cultural field of communities, helping to provide information responsibly and 
appropriately to the elites, societies and decision-making mechanisms.  
 
From this experience, we suggest to organize a project that includes holding a series of 
meetings for the purpose of: a) knowing the different situations of the links and interactions 
between governments and integration mechanisms with knowledge communities, b) 
exchanging successful experiences; c) articulating cooperative efforts.  
 
Suggested coordination: Organization of a Coordinating Committee composed of the 
integration mechanisms, where the Permanent Secretariat of SELA could act as the 
organization and follow-up Secretariat. 
 
 
II.1.5. Culture and Cross-Links: Science, Technology and Innovation, Natural Disasters, Climate 
Change and Environment. Development of Projects on Science and Technology and Climate 
Change/Environment with Culture. 
 
 
Presentation: All of these areas, which show very asymmetrical coverage within the region (see 
Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pgs. 25 - 27) -, are of extreme importance, since they respond to 
now ubiquitous vital challenges, but their importance will increase almost exponentially (see 
Chapter III) over the coming decades. They constitute a substantial part of the "agenda of 
new challenges" which will face the region. 
 
Consequently, we suggest to give special priority to implementation of projects on linking 
culture with these two areas, taking into account their mutual interactions (Specific issues may 
include, by way of example, Monitoring and Follow-up; Coordination of efforts in Science and 
Technology; Contribution of culture to the development of an ecological culture of 
sustainable development, etc.).  
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, UCLG. 
 
Suggested Coordination: Organization of an Organizing Committee with the participation of 
representatives of various agencies of integration and cooperation in the region. The 
Permanent Secretariat of SELA could act as Organization and Follow-up Secretariat. 
 
- Culture and Media 
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Presentation: It is a subject that has received limited treatment in these areas. COSECCTI 
(UNASUR) has included it in its work program, but has not been incorporated to the same 
extent to the agendas of other integration mechanisms. In this context, it seems advantageous 
to have a consultation with all the integration mechanisms in order to determine a course of 
action. 
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, UCLG. 
 
II.1.6. Cultural Information Systems and Cultural Observatories 
 
Presentation: the implementation of cultural information systems is an essential step for the 
development of appropriate cultural policies and the need for it is widely recognized in the 
region.  
 
In this context, the Forum of Ministers of Culture and Responsible for Cultural Policy in LAC (XVI 
Forum, 10/2010) (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pg. 28) establishes the MERCOSUR Information 
System (SICSUR) as the basis for the Cultural Information System in LAC.  
 
With respect to Cultural Observatories, due to their unplanned growth in number, it seems 
advantageous to establish common criteria to avoid significant duplication and dispersion of 
efforts. In this regard, by way of example, the Summits and Ministerial Meetings of the OEI have 
created an "Ibero-American Observatory” (See Mat. 3). 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS. 
 
II.1.7. International Cultural Relations  
 
- Project: REGIONAL PROGRAM ON LAC INTERNATIONAL CULTURAL RELATIONS  
 
Presentation: There is in this area (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 28-33) many political 
statements and various actions in the field of foreign policy in Latin American and Caribbean 
States.  
 
Currently in a stage of rapid and asymmetric globalization, international cultural policies of our 
countries must respond to new challenges. A more accurate picture of current obstacles and 
opportunities, and those to come in the future, is the focus of the next Chapter.  
 
It suffices to note here, by way of example, the growing importance of geo-cultural spaces of 
regional or bi-regional dimension, where the privileged axis "foreign and international policy - 
culture" in many cases cannot take a significant part in the devising of national foreign policies 
or in the actions of integration mechanisms. However, transcendent cultural initiatives can 
impact positively on the international political leadership capacity and vice versa. 
 
Similarly, in international settings we witness the conscious use of discourses designed to create 
a climate of intercultural conflict and simultaneously show inspirational processes of recovery 
of freedom and positive appropriation of social and political spaces, interactions between 
culture and power acquire other meanings and mediation. Finally, issues such as copyright, 
intellectual property and negotiation regarding cultural industries in the FTAs, highlight the 
importance culture has gained in international affairs. 
 
Immersed in this complex and ever-changing context, the international management of 
culture (an integral part of national policies), can contribute to growth and development of 
creative and business skills and cohesion of the cultural fabric of society. For its part, the 
projection of regional and national cultural expressions helps to strengthen the external image 
of a country or region (Rey, 2009: 439). 
 
Based on the above, it is particularly important to launch a Regional Program for International 
Cultural Relations in LAC. Its purpose would be to contribute to the generation of proposals 
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and implementation of agreed actions, contributing to progress in the international framework 
of cultural matters deemed relevant by the States of the region. In this context, it could include 
issues previously agreed on external cultural management and international cooperation. 
 
Potential goals to be incorporated could include:  
 
•  Contribute to position LAC as a region of wide diversity and cultural wealth in the 

international context.  
•  Develop and strengthen the Latin American Cultural Space, providing it with a strong 

cultural projection vector.  
•  Achieve an equitable, harmonious and sustainable articulation with the countries of the 

Iberian Peninsula in the gradual formation of an Ibero-American Space.  
•  Expand the possibilities of obtaining financial, technical and political resources for the 

cultural sector in LAC. 
•  Promote and facilitate the development of national agendas in the cultural field in  the 

international framework.  
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project (according to issues and the 
assessment by the member countries): OEI, UCLG. 
 
- International and Inter-regional Cooperation 
 
Presentation: As seen, the guidelines issued by the Forum of Ministers of Culture Responsible for 
Cultural Policy of LAC and Forums of authorities in different regions (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. 
No. 3, p. 30), there is a clear willingness to strengthen cooperative ties in the field of culture 
with the EU and with other regions and countries.  
 
At the interregional level, the willingness to cooperate is full and open and includes the 
articulation of joint and complementary projects between different integration mechanisms 
and the UNESCO Regional Office which is based in the city of Havana. In this context, the 
meeting between regional and sub-regional mechanisms in the region, held in Caracas in 
October 2010, decided to conduct this study. 
 
In this context, one wonders about the new trends in cooperation; among other aspects, these 
aim at: a) the creation of global and regional mechanisms, b) the institutionalization of 
regional and community spaces; c) increasing the participation of non-state actors in 
decision-making and implementation processes, d) Increased incidence of activity in the 
areas of gender culture, sub-cultures and issues of poverty, marginalization and social 
exclusion. 
 
Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: at the international level: OEI, IDB, 
OAS, UN agencies, EU, etc. 
 
II.1.8. Joint Project Financing  
 
Presentation: Cultural MERCOSUR, Cultural ALBA, CARICOM and CAN have specific funds to 
finance cultural projects and programs; the OEI, meanwhile, is exploring the establishment of a 
"Solidarity Fund" (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 34-36). 
 
In this context, we suggest, in a timely manner, (taking into account that some of the Funds 
are newly created), to conduct two working meetings: the first, with the participation of these 
subregional financial entities and CAF. The second, incorporating the previous meeting 
participants, multilateral bodies and bi-regional partnerships (e.g. IDB, World Bank, OEI, etc.). Its 
purpose would be to examine together the possibilities of joint efforts in this area.  
 
Coordinator: Organization of a Coordinating Committee comprising representatives of the 
sub-regional Funds (Cultural ALBA and Cultural MERCOSUR) and officials of integration 
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mechanisms (CARICOM, SICA and CAN). The Permanent Secretariat of SELA could act as 
Secretariat of the Committee.  
 
 
III. SOME RELEVANT FACTORS THAT WILL HAVE A INFLUENCE ON THE EVOLUTION OF THE 

GLOBAL SYSTEM (2010-2020)6 
 
1. Complexity and dimension of ongoing changes 
 
The purpose of this section is to identify some of the factors and processes in the global system 
which may affect the determination of the contents and the conditions under which cultural 
cooperation in the medium-term horizons should be developed.  
 
For the purposes of this study, globalization can be considered, in a broad interpretation, as 
the processes – understood as an interrelated and asymmetric set of increasing interaction 
and interdependence – that are generated between the various constituent units of the new – 
and incipient – global system where multiple causal mechanisms operate. It includes the 
expansion of geographical space and the modification of scopes of action, creating 
common spaces. They include, among others, activities and their effects, of countries, regions, 
multi-national corporations, international organizations, public and private organizations and 
associations, social groups and movements (Moneta, 1994, 132-133). 
 
The current phase of globalization in its early stages corresponds to a stage of capitalism 
called “flexible” or “post-Fordist”, which strengthens and enhances the concentration of 
capital and substantially expands its scope, covering “ways of working and living, ways of 
being and thinking, cultural production and forms of imagining” (Ianni, 1992, 59). Currently, we 
are in a period of deep financial crises, on which there is a weak and insufficient control 
capacity, which corresponds to the rise of “financial capitalism.” 
 
Unfortunately, as will be noted in this and other sections of this study, there are many factors in 
the expected evolution of the global system which have negative or inconvenient features. 
Thus, it has not been possible so far – and it should not be expected that this situation will be 
corrected in depth in the coming years – to achieve a substantial reform of the international 
financial system, where the U.S. system plays a key role. 
 
The crisis depicts financial capitalism at its best: it unveils its goals, values, ideology and praxis. 
Despite its brutal impact – it pushed more than 55 million people into poverty in 2008 – 
continues the implementation of the “market logic” in the global context. That logic works in 
harmony with the “financial logic”; both of them are part of the dominant economic culture in 
most parts of the world.  
 
III.1.1 One factor to take into account: the culture of Economic Organizations  
 
We witness a situation of extreme importance, which includes, relevantly, cultural factors: the 
“Culture of Economic Organizations.” In this regard, various universities and research centres in 
LAC have conducted interdisciplinary studies (in addition to others at the global level) on 
different aspects of “economic culture” that cover the financial system, its institutions and 
forms of negotiation. There may be here potential lines of cooperation on studies and research 
of great importance to policies and strategies to be adopted by our countries in this field, 
which different integration mechanisms of LAC might help to coordinate. 
 

 
 
6 Parts of this section are based on the following study: Moneta, Carlos (in collaboration with Bezchinsky, 
Gabriel (2005) “Escenarios Globales 2015-2020”, State Secretariat of Science and Technology (SECYT), in 
Ejercicio 2020. Escenarios y Estrategias en CTI, Buenos Aires. 
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The changes taking place in the world are structural and so profound that they are difficult to 
comprehend, or understand properly in order to address them. On the surface it may appear 
that the "world of states" has not changed greatly, but transnational corporations and banks, 
as well as social movements, operate across national borders, gain international status and 
influence national, regional and international processes, with great independence of action 
from governments and international organizations (Strange, 1996, 1). 
 
III.1.2 Thinking of the complexity of global transformations from Latin America and the 
Caribbean: a task for culture 
 
The changes are even more obvious and profound in the realm of the symbolic. Globalization 
has helped to dismantle partially (as others continually emerge), isolationist and ultra-
nationalistic views; cultural pluralism advances, not without difficulty, to overcome the Western 
ethnocentric view. It is recognized in this historical moment that all cultures are contemporary 
and equal in dignity (Perez Lindo, 1998, 81), even if states and societies are still far from 
realizing it in practice, as evidenced by the serious conflicts that occur in the field of migration. 
 
From a positive standpoint, it may be noted that there has been important progress in building 
a vision of global society that recognizes (Perez Lindo, 1998, 80) the universal validity of human 
rights, ecological unbalances, coexistence of multiple cultures; growing globalization of 
exchange and complex interdependencies and, with different signs in terms of approval and 
rejection, the role of the scientific-technological culture. 
 
From a stance where uncertainty prevails – to say the least – we witness different 
transformation processes. These are interconnected,7 open new paths for humanity to explore, 
pose essential questions on the directions of future evolution and call into question existing 
forms and depictions of operation in face of that which, until recently, was considered “real.”" 
The confirmation of “virtual is real and real is virtual” in economy, education, politics, 
communications and computing, to name areas where this experience is widely known, leads 
to recognize our serious limitations in terms of knowledge (values, beliefs, intersubjective 
meanings), compared to information (scientific-technical rationality, technological resources) 
that we have on these processes. 
 
Different sociological studies indicate that the mega-explosion of information we are exposed 
to and the rate of change of processes do not allow us to grasp their meaning in an 
appropriate period of time. Intelligibility-related obstacles arise; there is a significant time gap 
between technological advances and the ability to understand them conceptually. This 
situation manifests itself in the difficulties experienced to generate new and different responses 
to situations we face and, in the “backwardness” witnessed in the way of perceiving problems 
and operating of many institutions. 
 
Partially sharing perceptions and practices, each culture will give meaning and value to these 
processes, which are central, and will prepare their responses. This quest implies a challenge 
and an important opportunity for cooperation to LAC. The creation of a “Group of Advanced 
Thinking” on these issues, with the participation in an inter- and multi-disciplinary approach of 
academics, civil society representatives, government officials and integration mechanisms, 
could be a first step in that direction. Naturally, this exercise can benefit greatly from the many 
studies, workshops and research already carried out in the region on various aspects of this 
problem. 
 
 
 

 
 
7 By way of example, the interaction of informatics and computing science with developments in the 
area of biotechnology initially led to the paradigm of the “Homo Informaticus”, and presently to the 
notions of organic-technological hybridization and the “Post-Organic Man” (Sibilia, 2005). 
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 III.1.3  Changes in the distribution of power in the international system: the “emerging” powers  
 
•     China, India, Russia and Brazil are strengthened and legitimized as new relevant actors in 

the global scene, while other countries affirm their regional positions. In this respect, 
major international banks and consulting firms are now announcing a new group of 
“emerging markets” that would join the BRIC group, composed of Indonesia, South 
Korea, Mexico, Egypt, Taiwan and Turkey (BBVA, 2011). 

 
•  Similarly, new sectoral associations of “South” countries might emerge, e.g. the 

emergence of the “biodiversity powers,” which – very much in ‘BRIC’ style – strive to 
increase their ability to guide certain global processes. 

 
The possible consequences of these developments could be:  
 
a)  A reconfiguration of the imbalances in terms of distribution of economic power in the 

global system would provide better conditions for growth for a group of developing 
countries, as quality of life of their societies might be improved, and in principle, achieving 
greater satisfaction of their cultural needs. Since growth takes place only in some of the 
developing countries and improvements are asymmetric, in the case of LAC, this would 
reach only a small number of countries. 

 
b)  The economic expansion of China and India and the increase of their acquisitions of food 

and natural resources – which is expected to continue at least for much of this decade – 
would yield positive growth rates, creating greater opportunities for integral development 
for a greater number of countries of LAC. 

 
c)   Similarly, as the People's Republic of China, India and Brazil will have better resources and 

capabilities, part of their 2.5 billion inhabitants will be benefited to some degree, in terms of 
reduction of poverty, fulfilment of basic needs, education, culture and health.  

 
II.1.4 Integration and Inter-regionalism  
 

• There is a growing differentiation between the viability and autonomy of action that the 
different processes of regional and subregional integration have in the various regions of 
the world, as well as a significant expansion of inter-regionalism.  

 
This expansion is not limited solely to the creation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 
among countries or integration mechanisms from different regions. There will be new 
forms of building complex and multidimensional links among the regions. 

 
There is ample scope here for an exercise in regional cultural diplomacy, which contributes to 
mutual knowledge (particularly with the area of Asia Pacific and India, LAC relevant trading 
partners and allies in the strategies for restructuring the international system), inter-regional 
cooperation and providing support to the foreign policies of the countries in our region, as well 
as to the concerted positions to be adopted in the international framework. 
 
Moreover, these trends indicate the importance of incorporating action programs linked to 
the FTAs and other agreements between States, more sophisticated components, to join the 
trade clauses or exceed the traditional content that is usually established in the field of culture, 
in order to respond to the needs of its members in the coming decades. 
 
III.1.5 Intellectual Property  
 

• The pressures and use of mechanisms, by developed countries, for the implementation 
of various standards will increase, in particular the ones concerning the protection of 
intellectual property (IP). Efforts in this regard will focus on ICTs, biotechnology, 
nanotechnology and their areas of convergence. 
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While this is an issue that is now fully included in the external agendas of LAC, it would be 
desirable to undertake joint studies on evolution scenarios that already suggest that 
profound changes in their nature, fields and application form will be introduced. 

 
 
III.1.6 Metacities and Megalopolis  
 

• There is a clear trend towards the concentration of population, especially in the 
developing world, in large urban units. The generation of "Megalopolis" and “Meta-Cities" 
mostly located in developing regions, will present an unprecedented situation in terms of 
agglomeration (in LAC there will be two "Metacities" (population over 20 million), Mexico 
City and Sao Paulo, and two "Megalopolis" (population among 10 and 20 million), 
Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro.  

 
• This will give rise to complex social, management and resource problems that can lead 

to a strong increase of the situations of disruption and social and political instability. The 
agglomeration of people in gigantic urban structures is a challenge of a high order. It will 
require a complex and multidimensional coordination of efforts to improve living 
conditions, health, education and culture of a large percentage of its inhabitants. 
 
Cultural policies are vital in these situations over a very broad spectrum that ranges from 
the preservation of the historic and intangible heritage and the action in the social 
sphere, to the ability to generate new approaches, processes, behaviours and 
aesthetics.  
 
In sum, the challenge of Metacities and Megalopolis advises to think about the design 
and implementation of a Cultural Action Program conceived from a systemic regional 
view that harmoniously and integrally articulates the efforts of governments, local 
authorities, cities and local governments social organizations, funding institutions, 
integration mechanisms and multiple other agencies and stakeholders (e.g. United Cities 
and Local Governments - UCLG). 

 
 

 III.1.7 Demography, Economically Active Population and Migrations8 
 

• The high aging rates recorded in developed countries and areas (e.g. Japan and the 
EU, but not in the U.S.) affects their growth potential (e.g. pension costs, health, labour 
reduction) while increasing the population of working age in developing countries. 

 
• The evolution of the global economy, the demographic characteristics of the 

population, the labour situation, competitiveness and migrations are intimately and 
intricately linked. For example, during the next decade the European Union must solve a 
problem that affects it seriously. Demographically, its growth relies more heavily in the 
successive incorporation of immigrants that in its own demographic factors, which act as 
obstacles (aging population, low birth rate). From now until 2020, it is likely that the EU will 
need to relax its immigration policies, since it should incorporate about 1,400,000 people 
annually in order to continue with the current rates of population of working age and 
maintain its chances of competitiveness against the U.S. and other countries. More than 
two million would be necessary to join each year in order to modify its current 
demographic rates. 

 

 
8 Moneta et al, 2005. 
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 •     Otherwise, in 2020 the EU countries, except for Ireland, would have negative growth rates. 

In this context, it can expected that Spain, Portugal and Italy preferably resort to Latin 
American and Caribbean migration quotas, while other members of the Union receive 
the contribution from the Eastern European migration, from the area of the Baltic  and 
the Mediterranean. In the case of Latin America and the Caribbean, depending on 
economic developments, it is possible foresee an increase of internal migration to some 
countries of MERCOSUR and to the United States. 

 
• In general, greater use of restrictive policies on illegal immigration and increased 

requirements for legal compliance, particularly the South-North flows, can be expected. 
(In this case, the human resources formed by highly qualified professionals would have 
their entry promoted). It is reasonable to also expect an increase in South-South 
migration flows. 

 
In sum, the demographic trends in the coming decades will significantly influence, among 
other aspects, the future of the global economic situation and the various regions, and hence, 
the possibilities of growth and development. In view of the foregoing and taking into account 
the already serious problems that have arisen for LAC in immigration matters, undertaking joint 
projects, or at least coordinated, among the different mechanisms of integration of LAC-as 
has been pointed out-becomes a matter of priority . There are already projects like IBERUTAS 
that can serve as a basis for this purpose. 
 
III.1.8 Environment, natural resources and global warming (UN et al, 2009) 
 
• The inappropriate use of non-renewable resources and the polluting industrialization 
deepens the phenomena of loss of biodiversity, climate change, environmental degradation 
and alteration of ecosystems. There is an increase of technological innovation, production 
and services dedicated to solving these problems. There is also a rise in the water scarcity and 
the asymmetry of its distribution, generating intra and interstate conflicts and its international 
marketing in mass quantities. 
 
These phenomena and others posed by the climate change will have a multidimensional 
impact. In this context, it should be noted its impact on the processes related to development 
and the possibilities and type of viable and sustainable growth through time. 
 
Given the serious human and material damage Latin America and the Caribbean have 
suffered as a result of climate change and the existence of coordination mechanisms in this 
area, it is necessary and appropriate to consider these issues at regional and subregional 
levels from the point of view of the possibilities offered by the cultural dimension to generate 
Cooperation Programs to support, together with the sectors of education, the already existing 
and the future plans and actions. The implementation of appropriate cultural policies can 
decrease and significantly contain the impact of processes related to the improper 
management of natural resources and climate change. 
 
These issues not only allow to move forward in projects and interregional cooperation 
programs, but also offer a fertile field (with possibilities for external funding) for the 
development of Interregional programs (e.g., best practices and exchange of experiences). 
 
2. EVOLUTION OF GLOBALIZATION: SOME PROCESSES AND FACTORS WITH AN IMPACT ON 

CULTURE  
 
Following a comprehensive review of factors and processes in the evolution of the global 
system which will influence regional situations, in this section we shall consider those most 
directly linked to the cultural processes. The first part presents a synthesis of the dynamics of the 
cultural evolution. In subsequent paragraphs we evaluate the current situation and configure 
items of future scenarios. To maintain a holistic view, we have included aspects related to 
cultural industries. 
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III.2.1 Past 
 

• Existence of nuclei of highly developed civilizations in East Asia (China, Japan) and India, 
the Middle East, Asia Minor and Europe (empires, religions and philosophical 
movements) which coexisted with relatively minimal contact with their counterparts in 
some cases (e.g. East Asia) from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century. (The identities 
and beliefs were mostly local). 

• Expansion of the capacity of cultural influence in Europe through conquest / 
colonization of LAC, Asia and Africa 

• Emergence of the Nation-State and Nationalism in Europe and the Americas (XVIII 
Century) 

• Emergence of secular ideologies and discourses (Rationalism, Science, Liberalism, 
Marxism) which affirm themselves as a matter of universal application, largely coming 
from the West. 

• Consolidation of the Nation - State generates some containment to the institutions and 
the affirmation of local/national cultural content (language, education, identity, cultural 
practices). 

 
III.2.2  Present 
 

• Gradual emergence of global infrastructures of communication and transportation (XIX 
century), with enormous possibilities for internal and external penetration in the hands of 
States and gradually of TNCs. Growing reduction of usage costs. 

• Technological advances often expand and modify capacity, modes of operation and 
influence of ICTs. 

• Nuanced differentiation of civilizing content in the West: maintenance of a certain ethos 
of the Enlightenment in Europe and of a "more pro-technological civilization" in the 
United States. 

• The contents of popular support, mainly from the U.S. culture, continue to determine the 
predominant elements of a global mediatic matrix that incorporates important 
components (sometimes reconfigured) of the local, national and regional cultures. 

• Cultural industries' TNCs domain in the creation, production and marketing of cultural 
goods and services. 

• Rise of "post modernity", critique of modernity, enhancement of the cultural systems of 
indigenous peoples, African descendants and Islamic. Presence of multiple cultural 
references. 

• Emergence of relevant powers in the global and regional level coming from the 
developing world, capable of cultural irradiation (e.g. China, India, Brazil, South Africa, 
Turkey). 

 
III.2.3  From the present to the future9 
 
In the medium-term scenarios (2020), the impact of the cultural dimension of globalization on 
States and societies will have been highly intensified: 

• Incorporation of the geo-cultural dimension, with the strategic and geo-economic 
dimension, with a relevant role. 

• With support in the mass media, the ideologizations play a key role in the consolidation 
or rejection of various socioeconomic, political and cultural, development models as 
well as models for the localization of power. 

• Increase (asymmetric) of the impact of the cultural dimension of globalization over 
societies, states and regions. 

• Convention on Cultural Diversity vs. attempts for the homogenization of contents. 
                                                 
 
9 This part of this section is partly based on concepts and views outlined by a group of prominent Latin 
American intellectuals and the author of this study. The corresponding quotes are included in the 
bibliography. 
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 • The market is still trying to establish itself as the organizing agent of society and tries to 

redefine the mission of the State under business paradigms. The role and capacity of 
culture to act as an instrument of national cohesion is modified. 

• Technological innovations in ICTs (e.g. digital networks) per se and as support 
characters, to a large degree affect the configuration of the imaginary, values, 
representations, contents and ways of joining and interacting in the world, influencing 
institutions and socio-political and economic processes. 

• Configuration of hybrid, heterogeneous and complex identities. Presence of multiple 
identity references. 

• Production de-territorialization phenomena occur (e.g. TV, films, musical shows), 
fragmenting the territory-culture relationship, while virtual spaces of interaction emerge.  

• TNCs and transnational communication networks are now a key player in the industrial 
production and dissemination of de-territorialized cultural content (e.g. Imaginary 
"without borders" of the TV and advertising; international popular folklore) 

• Transformation from the "internationalization of culture" to its "transnationalization" 
(coordinated interaction of cultural activities dispersed in the international framework 
under ordinary commercial criteria) 

• Increase of the digital gap 
• The creation of symbols and knowledge, activities pertaining to culture, move on to 

constitute core elements in the transformation of production processes in the global 
context (e.g. creativity, "the economy of knowledge" and "cultural industries"). The 
scientific and technological advances lead to incorporate more information and 
knowledge to work, changing its nature. 

• Cultural modifications generated by the ICTs are linked to other processes of 
transnationalization of production and consumption (e.g., innovation, technology, 
education). 

• Increasing influence capacity of the cultural industries in shaping the identities and the 
evolution of cultural diversity. 

 
•     Culture as "symbolic power" ("soft power") in international-transnational interactions. 

Retention of English as a lingua franca and the rise of Chinese, Spanish and other 
languages. Advances in the international legal and policy areas on certain key 
principles (e.g. Cultural Diversity Cultural Rights). 

• Ethnic, religious and intercultural tensions and conflicts. In the interactions among 
cultural diversities (if they are conceptualized not only as differences, but also as 
inequalities), there are power relations. That may involve endangering some hierarchical 
structuring of the cultures. 

•  Technological support provided by ICTs favours, in longer time frames, the formation of 
cyber communities (organizations, individuals, families), forming groups of networks at 
the global level. 

 
III.2.4  From the Present to the Future: Culture and Education 
 

• Impact of ICTs on the form and content of education. The massive introduction of 
communication technologies in education enables the global marketing of the 
educational ‘product’. 

• Globalization and the massive use of new technologies in different educational levels 
reduce the control of the Nation-States on Schools' Curricula. 

• The educational offer is "objectified" to a large extent, becoming a market of 
educational products, in which they have to fight to get to the "consumer" (the student). 
Preparation for professions is transferred from a public to a corporate ethos and its 
contents to an instrumental rationality that tends to dismiss its humanistic components 
and privileges efficiency. (Adjustments to prevailing market speeches and 
competitiveness) 

• Gradual privatization of education.  
• Governments seek to maintain their participation in higher education as an instrument of 

social policy. 
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III.2.5 From the Present to the Future: Expected changes in cultural identities  
 

• In the scenarios of 2020, the demographic evolution, the increasing migration flows and 
different technological, economic and social factors linked to the globalization 
processes have made changes in the overall social composition and in the 
establishment of knowledge and political decision-making elites in countries of the 
European Union, the U.S. and LAC. These changes will affect the imaginaries and cultural 
patterns, configuring new views of identity. 

 
In the case of the U.S. and, to a lesser extent, in some EU countries, it is expected that 
these processes affect the direction and content of their foreign policies. 

 
United States  

• Robust growth of the population of Mexican-Hispanic origin. This factor will affect the 
political, social and cultural spheres and will contribute to modify the ties to LAC, 
changing the U.S. “melting pot”. Miami, in addition to its other dimensions in the Inter-
American economic and political level, will increase its role as “ethnic-cultural Enclave.” 

• The large influx of highly qualified Asian students and professionals to the United States – 
among which the Chinese and Indians, which to a large extent remain in that country, 
predominate – will change the composition of U.S. elites. The “Anglo-Saxon” axis will 
have a component of Sino-Indian-Asiatic origin extremely active and rising. 

• This situation will contribute to the introduction of changes in the U.S. perception of the 
world and in its interactions with other countries and regions. These factors should be 
considered by Latin America and the Caribbean in their relationships strategies with the 
U.S. 

 
China/Asia Pacific – India 

• Asia Pacific is expected to remain steady over the next two decades, incorporating a 
“competitive cooperation” among China, Japan, South Korea and India. On the cultural 
level, China's influence will increase. In this context of greater complexity, new 
opportunities for increased cultural cooperation LAC-Asia arise. 

 
Latin America and the Caribbean  
Depending upon the economic development, it is reasonable to expect an increase in 
internal migration to some countries of MERCOSUR, Mexico and the United States. In the socio-
political and cultural levels, a very significant fact will result of the continuity and increase of 
the active presence of indigenous peoples, particularly in the Andean arc, of the population 
of African descent and other minorities. All of them will substantially impact in the 
development of the identity profile of the region. 
 
III.3  Conclusion: objectives, guidelines and proposals presented in the study 
 
In order to facilitate the consideration of the proposals made, a summary of them is provided: 
 

• To reduce the regional and subregional asymmetries in education, culture, science, 
technology and innovation. 

• To achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for the region. 
• To develop a "Culture of Peace”. 
• To contribute to the unity and transformation of Latin America and the Caribbean 

through culture. 
• To expand the coverage of the “MERCOSUR Cultural Seal” and the experience of 

CARICOM in this regard for the entire region to facilitate the movement of artists, cultural 
goods and services. 
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 • To guide cooperation towards cross-cultural relations, incorporating education, health, 

social development, science and technology and innovation. Similarly, to promote the 
research and training of human resources on sustainable development, biodiversity and 
climate change. In other words, to incorporate culture as a topic of scientific research 
(Rivas: 2003:5), culture should integrate the design of strategic policies. 

• Need to design cultural plans, including short, medium and long-term strategies. 
• To promote the articulation of joint and complementary projects among the different 

mechanisms of integration of LAC. 
• To favour the Culture-Education and Culture and Sustainable Development relationship. 
• To link the social projects from the social development area with corresponding areas of 

cultural Programmes and Projects in progress and under consideration. 
• To advance in the greater use of the “Regional Cooperation Agreement and Exchange 

of Goods in the Cultural, Educational and Scientific Areas” of ALADI. 
• To give priority to the organization of projects concerning the liaisons of Culture to 

Science, Technology and Innovation and to Natural Disasters, Climate Change and 
Environment. 

• To jointly consider the possibilities for expanding the studies and actions related to 
“Culture and Communication” 

• The development of joint strategies to participate in international forums and multilateral 
and international agencies. 

• Preparation of seminars and workshops on “Cultural Corridors/Routes and Cultural 
Tourism”. 

•      Liaison and exchange of experiences arising from the programs and projects under 
development in the topic “Indigenous Cultures, African Descent and Minority Groups”. 

• To establish close links between a plan for providing employment for young people 
(including employment in ICTs) and the “Ibero-American Plan of Cooperation and 
Integration of Youth from 2009 to 2015”. 

• Exchange of experiences and transfer of knowledge related to Culture and Education 
Programmes in LAC. Coordination of programmes and projects in vocational training. 

• To promote the adoption of SICSUR as a basis for the Cultural Information System of Latin 
America and the Caribbean (Decision adopted by the Forum of Ministers Responsible for 
Culture and Cultural Policy in LAC, 2010). 

• To establish common criteria for the creation of Cultural Observatories in LAC. 
• To carry out job meetings between the Funds for the financing of subregional culture 

with the aim of coordinating policies on the subject. 
• To undertake joint or coordinated projects relating to cultural interactions-demographics 

in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
• “Regional Programme on Social Memory, Cultural Heritage and Diversity of Cultural 

Expressions”. 
• Regional Programme for Cultural Legal Protection. 
• Basis for inclusion programs and social cohesion (“Social Dimension of Integration. 

Guidelines for an Action Plan for Health, Education and Employment”). 
• Programme on “Culture and Youth Violence”. 
• Programme “IBERUTAS. Active Memory Routes”. 
• Programme “MERCOSUR Cultural Seal”. 
• Regional Programme for cultural integration in border areas and local development. 
• Regional Programme for Foreign Cultural Relations in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
• Regional Action Programme related to the role of culture in the process of evolution of 

cities, Megalopolis and Metacities-LAC cities. 
• Project: Research Programme on the culture of economic and financial organizations. 
• Project: Establishment of a “Group of Advanced Thought” of LAC for the study of liaisons, 

and impact interactions between culture and the changes and transformations of the 
global and regional systems. 

• Project on Cooperation among Integration Mechanisms and Knowledge Institutions. 
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ANNEX N°I / Matrix N°1 
INTEGRATION MECHANISMS AND MULTILATERAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN LAC: 

GUIDELINES, DECISIONS AND ACTIVITIES IN THE AREA OF CULTURAL COOPERATION  
AND INTEGRATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 

Forums, multilateral, 
inter-regional, 

regional and sub-
regional 

organizations, 
integration 

mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

C
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ination and
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 topics 

 Eradication of discrimination 
and racism; decolonization 
processes 

Development of the regional project on cultural rights; themes and vectors as 
conceptual basis for the “Forum on Cultural Rights, Policies and Legislation;” 
holding of the meeting  

Culture and Mass 
Communication Media 

Diagnosis of cultural contents in public and community TV 
Forum on cultural contents of public and community TV channels in UNASUR 
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Social memory and heritage 
Dissemination of cultural 
goods and products 

Design of the Project “Collection 200” (Bicentennials)  

Creation Promotion Identification and evaluation of financing instruments to sponsor UNASUR 
cultural projects 

 

Heritage and Social memory 
Copyrights and intellectual 
property 

Exchange of regional information on census, registries and inventories of 
material and immaterial cultural heritage 
Forum on illicit traffic of material and immaterial cultural heritage 
Forum, census, registries and inventories of material and immaterial heritage 
Strengthening of cultural routes of UNASUR Member States 
Situational diagnosis of registries, legal protection and heritage information 
systems within the region 

 

Education, Culture, 
Science, Technology 
and Innovation 
Council, Union of 
South American 
Nations (UNASUR-
COSECCTI) 

COSECCTI 
Fundamental Goals: 

Regional integration 
through articulation 
of public policies in 
the Council’s areas 
of action. 
Complementariness 
of work and actions 
among sub-regions, 
reduction of regional 
asymmetries. 

2010-2011 
Roadmap, Culture 
Working Group 

Intercultural cooperation and 
dialogue 

Encounter of Culture and Environment Ministers to establish a commission that 
promotes concrete actions on cross areas 
Dissemination of proposals for the 2nd Meeting of Culture Ministers 
Working Group on Financial Integration to assure resources for culture 

 

Forums of Culture 
Ministers and Culture 
Policymakers in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean: 
XVII Forum, (12-13 Apr. 
2010), Quito  
 

 “Cultural policies should 
contribute to the 
reconstruction, re-articulation 
of social and cooperation links 
and to the promotion of 
community initiatives.” 
 Attain the Millennium 
Development Goals for the 
region.  
 Adopt as its own the 

“Entrust the pro-Tempore Secretariat with gathering information and training in 
culture in the region”  

 Principle of Peace 
Culture (*) 
 Culture and 
natural disasters 
 Immigrants’ and 
migrants’ cultural 
rights (*) 
 Culture and Youth 
 Culture and 
Climate Change 
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Forums, multilateral, 
inter-regional, 

regional and sub-
regional 

organizations, 
integration 

mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 topics 

conclusions of the Youth 
Encounter “Participation, 
Culture and Development” 
(Quito, 04/11/2010) 
 The Forum’s role “as a 
venue to intensify 
coordination, dialogue, 
agreements and consensus 
among countries” stands out. 
 Support within WIPO 
(copyrights) the protection of 
knowledge and traditional 
and folk expressions 
 Consolidate virtual networks 
(e.g. LAC Culture Portal) 
 

 Reformulation of 
copyright regulatory 
framework (*) 
Link between 
Communication 
and Culture 
(democratization of 
communication) (*) 

XVI Forum (21 Feb. 
27/2010), Buenos Aires 
XVI Forum (21-
27/02/2010), Buenos 
Aires 

It underscores “Migration flow 
criminalization problems”. 
 
Priority Topics 
Urgency of the inter-regional 
cooperation following projects 
is ratified. 
 Itinerant exhibition of 
Caribbean Cinema 
 LAC virtual museum 
 Carnival Museum of the 
Americas 
 CARIFESTA 
 LAC Culture Portal 
 Training program in Cultural 
Heritage for the Caribbean 

 Incorporates and 
promotes the 
following projects: 
 MERCOSUR 
cultural itineraries 
 Project 
“Collection 200”: 
LAC Shared Culture 
 CARICOM 
Website for children 
SICSUR (MERCOSUR 
Cultural Information 
System) 
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Forums, multilateral, 
inter-regional, 

regional and sub-
regional 

organizations, 
integration 

mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 topics 

XV Forum (28-29 Jun. 
2007), Trinidad-Tobago 
 
 
 
 

The forum as a “venue for 
intergovernmental dialogue” 
stands out 

 Proposes topics that 
appear as “priority” 
in the decisions of 
the XVI Forum  
 

Clarifications: (*) These topics become a priority on the Culture Regional Agenda  

 
Forums of Culture 
Ministers and Officials 
in charge of Culture in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (cont’d): 
XIV Forum, (28-29 Sep. 
2008), Caracas  
 

 “Emphasizes the specific 
vocation (of the Forum) in the 
relation with other regional 
mechanisms and entities 
where Member States 
participate”… 
 Reaffirms recognition and 
respect for cultures of native 
peoples, and peoples of 
African and other origins,” and 
expresses the commitment to 
strengthening the 
development of those peoples 
and inter-cultural dialogue 
within the framework of 
universal human rights.  
It is committed to “properly 
collaborating with other 
regional forums, so that 
Member States’ shared interest 
become a reference for the 
making of decisions intended 
to attain cultural integration”. 
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Forums, multilateral, 
inter-regional, 

regional and sub-
regional 

organizations, 
integration 

mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 topics 

XVIII Forum (6-8 Nov. 
2002), Cuenca, 
Ecuador 

“Ministers agreed on the need 
to establish dialogues with the 
representatives of the 
European Union so as to find 
more effective ways of mutual 
cooperation in the cultural 
area, exploring new 
cooperation possibilities 
between both regions.” 
“They considered that cultural 
industries and cultural tourism 
are dynamic ways of 
promotion and favour 
increased knowledge of our 
identities and are, at the same 
time, sources of work and 
income for the countries of the 
region.” 

  

Forums of Culture 
Ministers and Officials 
in charge of Culture in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (cont’d): 
XII Forum, (24 Mar. 
2001), Santo Domingo. 
 
 

 The forum underscores the 
“significance of International 
Organizations for financing of 
cultural activities” and “urges 
these organizations to 
increase their cooperation in 
this area”. 
 Assures that “Latin America 
and the Caribbean have their 
own ways and thoughts, 
which make it possible for 
them to have a general view 
of identities in the context of 
differences and pluralities in 
the region.”  

Establish “2001 Action Plan” 
Strategic Area: 
Cultural Integration: LAC Cultural Information System (SICLAC) 
Cultural Integration through language: English and Spanish courses, as well as 
courses in native languages, and the most important languages of the region 
Courses on Culture Management 
Heritage Presentation: Cultural Inventory 
Heritage Preservation and Protection: Meeting on Cultural Tourism: Education for 
Heritage (courses); underwater heritage (Training and cooperation projects) 
Libraries and National Archives 
(Technical assistance, Action Plan to safeguard cultural and material places, 
creation of the Regional Commission for the Preservation of the Documental 
Heritage) 
Promotion of cultures in the region 
Collection “Fathers of Our America” 
Development of Cultural Industries 
(Studies, counselling, inventories, etc.) 
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Forums, multilateral, 
inter-regional, 

regional and sub-
regional 

organizations, 
integration 

mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 topics 

Strengthening of the Forum’s organizational structure. 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and sub-

regional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 Topics 

Caribbean Community 
Common Market (CARICOM) 

 Culture is essential for 
economic and social 
development of the region 

 National cultures should 
contribute to strengthening 
self-esteem of Caribbean 
peoples, reaffirm their identity 
and express the cultural 
diversity of their societies. 

This latter should serve as a 
basis for all their programs 
and activities related to 
cultural industries, in which 
levels of excellence may be 
attained. 

 Entities, Agencies and 
Programs: Council for Human 
and Social Development 

 Caribbean Community 
Secretariat:  

 Promote the association of 
Member States to strengthen 
the renewal capability and 
the permanence of 
Caribbean culture and 
economic benefits that can 
be obtained for their 
societies and economies 
from their cultural resources 

 
 
 
 
 Establishment of links between cultural policies and 
those policies related to entertainment, science and 
technology,  environment protection, intellectual property 
rights, tourism and industrial development 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 Plans for the promotion of arts and letters; 
preservation of cultural heritage; 
compilation of traditions, simulation of 
intellectual and artistic creativity, 
infrastructure construction and 
development of the sector institutions.  
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Forums, multilateral, inter-

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposedregional, regional and sub-
regional organizations, 

integration mechanisms  

 
 Topics 

 Convenience of associating 
the Caribbean Diaspora with 
those efforts 

 Develop institutional 
mechanisms that favour the 
development of culture in a 
sustainable and economic 
fashion 

 Identify problems derived 
from migration of the best 
human resources to 
developed countries and 
deportation of other 
Caribbean nationals from 
those countries. 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional 
and sub-regional organizations, integration 

mechanisms  
Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Caribbean Community Common Market 
(CARICOM) (cont’d): 

CARICOM Secretariat’s Programme 

Manager for Culture and Community 
Development 

 Regional Cultural Committee (Advisory 
body to Ministers of Culture at the Council 
for Human and Social Development 
(COHSOD) 

 Regional Cultural Committee (RCC) 

 Cultural industries not only are important for 
economic viability but also to develop more 
affirmative perceptions of Caribbean 
peoples, their identity and the value of their 
cultural expressions as people. 

 Cultural industries are sustainable and 
renewable and are based on native 
knowledge, intellectual capital and youth 
dynamism.  

 Regional Task Force on Cultural Industries 

 CARIFORUM (Caribbean Forum of ACP 
States), Cultural Centres Programme 

 CARICOM Foundation for Art and Culture 
(1994)/ CARIFORUM Cultural Support Fund 
(2008) 

 CARIFESTA 

UWI (University of West Indies) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UWI (University of West Indies, Mona 
Campus, Jamaica) - CARICOM Project. 
“Strategic Alliance for Institutional 
Corporation” (1999-…) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARIFESTA Festivals 

 Development of a Fund, joining the different sources, 
which is capable of financing a broad spectrum of 
programmes and projects (e.g. CARIFESTA, events 
about historical facts, infrastructure for culture) 

 Cultural Training Program in the Caribbean 

Other activities (examples) 

Literary and artistic contests: editorial and audiovisual 
plans, historical routes, distribution and production 
networks (cultural industries and services), scholarships, 
prizes, cultural encyclopaedia, capacity building, 
research and training, cultural festivals. 
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Central American Integration System (SICA) 
 Agreement creating CECC (Managua, 1982) 
Objectives 
 Intensify relations among Central American peoples 
through cooperation in education and culture, for their 
comprehensive development. 
 Include culture into all educational processes. 
 Reaffirm identity of member countries and sub-region. 
General Secretariat for Central American Educational 
and Cultural Coordination (SG-CECC) 
Created in 1975 as “Central America Executive 
Coordination” (CEC) amidst a joint work system with 
Ministers of Education. In 1983 it became Agreement 
Creating CECC. From 1994, CECC developed significant 
and effective activities. 
Highest Authority: Meeting of Ministers of Education and 
Culture included in the Coordination of the General 
Secretariat, Technical Commissions and National 
Commissions.  
A few Specific Objectives 
 Promote culture for sustainable development with 
positive values and attitudes related to family, nation, 
region, socio-cultural and natural environment, ethnic 
groups, human rights, respect for dignity and human life, 
democracy and cultural diversity.  
 Promote the different cultural expressions, especially 
those that favour a harmonious relation to the 
environment. 
 Significantly reduce high illiteracy rates and rise 
schooling rates of the peoples of the area. 
Value education as a human right and its determining 
participation into political, economic, social and cultural 
development processes of peoples. 
 

 
Projects (examples) 

 Support Central American Integration Process, 
toward a regional awareness (SG-SICA) 

 Bilingual intercultural education (SG-CECC) 

 Regional Program for occupational training and 
labour insertion (SG-CECC) 

 Central American Academic Secondary 
Education (SG-CECC) 

 Strengthening of local coordination in risk 
management and emergency and disaster relief in 
high-risk areas (in Guatemala). Centre for Prevention 
of Natural Disasters (CEPREDENAC, Environment) in 
Central America. 

 Magazine of the Central American Cultural 
Heritage (SG-CECC) 

 World Heritage Route (CCT, Tourism) 

 Colonial and Volcano Route (CCT, Tourism) 

 Strengthening of tourism integration and 
promotion (CCT, Tourism) 

 Tourism Satellite Account for Central America 
(CCT, Tourism) 

Activities related to financing of tourism projects in 
Central America (CCT, Tourism)  
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Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and 
subregional organizations, integration mechanisms  Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 Topics 

Central America Integration System (SICA) 
General Secretariat for Central American 
Educational and Cultural Coordination (SG-CECC) 
(cont’d) 

 
Functions 
 Cooperation among ministries, universities and 
other educational institutions 
 Conservation of cultural heritage 
 Scholarships and student exchange 
 Exchange of information, publications 
 Protection of copyrights 
 Promote inventories of cultural goods 
 Development of multilateral and national 
research programs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

II Special Meeting of the Council of Culture 
Authorities of la CECC/SICA (San Salvador, El 
Salvador, 05 Nov. 2010) 

 Accept the proposal of El Salvador to design and implement a regional 
cultural (consensual) policy, 2011-2013 
Thematic areas 
Promotion of: 
 Central American identity 
 Dissemination of cultural knowledge 
 Sense of belonging to the region 
 Respect for regional cultural diversity 
 A culture of peace in the region 
 A Central American shared vision based on gender transversality, 
multilaterality, diversity and cultural industries and contribution of culture to 
socio-economic development. 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional 
and subregional organizations, integration 

mechanisms  
Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 Topics 

II Special Meeting of the Council of Culture 
Authorities of CECC/SICA (San Salvador, El 
Salvador, 05 Nov. 2010) (cont’d) 

Objectives of the corresponding actions 
 To develop a clear diagnosis in term of cultural needs in the region and 
define subject areas, strategies and lines of action, with a medium and long-
term perspective, in accordance with the new demands of the Central 
American region.  
 
Support specific actions of the Project “Caribbean-Central American Cultural 
Corridor” (Coordinated by Costa Rica) 
Purpose: identify, reactivate and appreciate the historical heritage and 
pluricultural legacy of the peoples on the Caribbean-Central American 
coast and the Dominican Republic, contributing to integration and 
socioeconomic and cultural development of the region.  
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Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and sub-

regional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 topics 

BOLIVARIAN ALLIANCE FOR 
THE PEOPLES OF THE 
AMERICAS (ALBA) 
(Venezuelan initiative. III 
Summit of Heads of State 
and Government of the 
Association of Caribbean 
States, 2001) 
Grand-National Project-
ALBA Cultural (2008, VI ALBA 
Summit) 

ALBA’s mechanism 
intended to contribute to 
the transformation and unity 
of Latin America through 
culture. It is linked to 
member states, other 
countries in the region, local 
governments and social 
movements, and also to 
those institutions and 
organizations that share the 
same purposes and 
strategies. 
 

Its strategic lines include: 

ALBA Cultural: 
 Receives, develops and 
promotes joint cultural projects 
among the countries in the 
region. 
 Promotes plans for editorial, 
audiovisual and recording plans. 
 Plans the creation of the Latin 
American and Caribbean 
Distributor of Cultural Goods and 
of the Audiovisual Distribution and 
Exhibition Network. 
 Plans the creation of the 
Program for the Development of 
National Systems for Arts 
Teaching. 
 Awards prizes to renowned 
personalities of Latin American 
and Caribbean literature and arts 
for their life-long work and others 
that promote the creation and 
recognize relevant results. 
 Participates in cultural festivals.  
 

Network of ALBA-Cultural Houses: 

Objectives: 
 Strengthen the creation and stable functioning of cultural institutions, 
according to specific characteristics of each country, for the 
development of sub-projects of ALBA Cultural.  
 Serve as a flexible space, devoted to enrich social and cultural life, 
favour expression and development of ideas and the most 
representative artistic and literary creation of our peoples. (Location: La 
Habana, Caracas, La Paz; in project, Managua and other countries) 
These Houses develop a work program that includes the following 
actions, among others: 
1. Forum with intellectuals and artists of the region 
2. Art performances 
3. Audiovisual projection 
4. Promotion and sales of literature, music, audiovisual and multimedia 
products 
5. Encounters with cultural promoters from institutions and social 
movements. 

Program with the Caribbean region (Cuba, Direction for International 
Relations, Ministry of Culture) 
Objectives: Favour the strengthening of the Latin American cultural and 
social unity through the development of a System of Cultural Relations in 
the Caribbean based on the principles of ALBA and the recognition of 
and respect for the Caribbean cultural diversity. 
Main lines of work: 
 Research Works focused on cultural expressions of the region, which 
contribute to their conception as geopolitical and socio-cultural 
community. 
 Support program for the main events in the Caribbean region (e.g.: 
Book International Fair, La Habana, 2010; CARIFESTA) through actions 
that are capable of boosting them. 

 



 
 
 

C
oord

ination and
 convergence of cultural integration 

in Latin A
m

erica and
 the C

aribbean  

 

49
SP/ D

i N
° 10-11 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and sub-

regional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Proposed Activities   topics 

 Annual Caribbean encounter of socio-cultural Movements and 
Institutions of ALBA Member Countries for the analysis of cultural issues in 
the Caribbean region and the development of Action Plans.  
 Move forward with the coordination for the creation of ALBA Houses in 
Caribbean countries, the Dominican Republic and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines.  

Maritime itinerant cultural project that strengthens identity and cultural 
diversity with integration elements.  
 

Grand-National Project 
ALBA Cultural (Cont’d) 
 

Further orientations for new 
actions: 
Promote intercultural and 
plurinational processes in the 
region 

Establish a permanent dialogue 
about autochthonous and 
Afrodescendant peoples within 
ALBA (ALBA Summit, Ecuador, 
June 2010). 
 

 Participation in Social Forums and Summits, solidarity encounters and 
other harmonization venues 
(Venezuela, Direction of International Regions, People’s Ministry for 
Culture) 
Purpose:  
Strengthen relation of the Network for the Defence of Mankind 
(specifically ALBA Chapters) in the different social movements 
 Program for Relations with Multilateral Institutions and organizations 
(ALBA Cultural Fund) 
Main Purposes; 
 Favour actions to promote intercultural dialogue and peace culture 
between ALBA Member Countries and those in the entire region. 
 Promote the harmonization of common stances of ALBA Member 
Countries in multilateral organizations and favour an increased action in 
their cultural sphere. 
 Favour an increased knowledge of ALBA Cultural work at the 
international forums. 

  

 

 
 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional 
and sub-regional organizations, integration 

mechanisms  
Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

ANDEAN COMMUNITY 

 General Secretariat 

Basic Action Areas: 
a) Development of cultural industries 
b) Preservation and protection of the material and 

L Lines de action: 
 Prepare and incorporate common 
criteria for the development of an 
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ation Proposed Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional 
and sub-regional organizations, integr

mechanisms  
Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities   topics 

 Meetings of Education and Culture 
Ministers of CAN Member Countries 

 Andean Council of Education and Culture 
Ministers and Officials responsible for Cultural 
Policies (CAMEC, Decision 593, 2004. The 
General Secretariat serves as Technical 
Secretariat; CAMEC is installed in 2006) 

immaterial cultural heritage. Cooperation programs 
among member countries in this area 
c) Strengthening of the Andean identity and 
promotion of the Andean cultural diversity: 
 Safeguard of the different cultural and art 
expressions; 
 Promotion of intercultural dialogue: 
 Protection of native cultures: 
d) Education for an integration culture. Introduction 
of contents in school plans and programs. 
Comprehensive Plan for Social Development (PADS) 
Decision 601 (2004): Including “Andean Intercultural 
Program” 
Objective: “Contribute to overcome social exclusion 
of native and Afrodescendant peoples and 
strengthen cultural bonds among all social groups 
composing the sub-regional space” 

intercultural vision in school programs. 
 Training of teachers in intercultural 
education 
 Prepare educational materials in native 
languages 
 Prepare classroom education guides 
 Obtain an effective participation of 
organizations of native peoples and 
Afrodescendant communities in the 
development of educational programs 
and the training of teachers.  
 Propose, with an intercultural criterion, 
new contents and approaches for the 
reform and updating of school programs.  
 Design and promote projects related to 
education in border areas, based on 
intercultural criteria, with the presence of 
native peoples and communities. 
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 topics 

COMMON MARKET OF THE SOUTH (MERCOSUR) 

MERCOSUR CULTURAL 

Mercosur Cultural Integration Protocol (Fortaleza, Brazil, 16 Dec. 1996) 

Purposes: 
 Favour enrichment and dissemination of cultural and art expressions. 
 Facilitate the creation of cultural spaces. 
 Production, prioritizing the coproduction of cultural actions that 
express historical traditions, common values and diversities  
of member countries.  
 Common development of human resources for cultural action. 
 Research of common historical and cultural subjects. 
 Cooperation in cultural heritage. 
 Promotion of joint cultural activities for their presentation to third 
countries.  
 Search for financing sources for joint activities through the 
participation of international organizations, private initiatives and 
foundations.  
 Obtaining technical assistance from competent international 
organizations. 

Meeting of Ministers of Culture form MERCOSUR 
 Objectives of the cultural integration processes 
“Promotion of reciprocal knowledge; strengthening of art expressions, 
values and idiosyncrasy of peoples, based on the cultural diversity of 
each one of them.”(XXXI, Rio de Janeiro, 20 Nov. 2010) 
 

 

 

 

 Promotion of joint programs and actions 

 Use of common computerized databank 

 Protection of intellectual property rights of works from 
other States 

 Promotion of the circulation of cultural agents that 
working in cultural projects 

 

Structuring of Mercosur Cultural on five axes: Heritage; 
Cultural Industries, Cultural Diversity; RECAM-Audiovisual 
and SICSUR 

(XXX Meeting of Ministers of Culture, Buenos Aires, 25 June 
2010) 
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MERCOSUR  Creation of the MERCOSUR Cultural Fund (XXXI Meeting, 
2010) 

 
 Conduct the “Meeting of Public 

 
Argentina presents 
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regional, regional and 

sub-regional 
organizations, integration 

mechanisms  

Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Proposed Activities   topics 

MERCOSUR CULTURAL 
(Cont’d) 

Mercosur Cultural Fund 

Purpose: Finance 
programs and projects 
that promote creation, 
circulation, promotion, 
protection and 
dissemination of goods 
and services and of the 
diversities of cultural 
expressions contributing to 
MERCOSUR integration 
process. 

 

Conceptual agenda for Culture in MERCOSUR (XXIX, 
Montevideo, 11/19/09) 
Principles: 
 Development in each country of a proper institutional 
framework 
 Increase national budgets for culture in a sustained and 
anti-cyclical manner 
 Design, with the support of social organizations of players in 
the cultural sector, national culture plans with strategies and 
goals in the short-, medium and long term 
 Develop culture indicators and satellite accounts 
 Increase culture promotion mechanisms 
 Guarantee the exercise of cultural rights to develop 
citizenship awareness, generate equitable conditions and 
promote social cohesion 
 Agree cultural policies, develop joint projects and 
harmonize legal frameworks. Promote cross policies between 
culture and sectors such as education, health, social 
development, environment and human rights 
 Develop strategies of the MERCOSUR Cultural block for the 
participation in international and multilateral organizations. 
 Strengthen creative industries 
 Submit to the Common Market Council the Draft Decision 
that defines “Common Criteria for the granting of the 
MERCOSUR CULTURAL Seal” XXIX, 19 Nov. 2009. 
 

Policies Authorities for Arts and 
Cultural Practices of MERCOSUR”. 
 Its purpose is to consider an 
eventual institutional framework 
for Cultural Practices (XXIX 
Meeting) 
 
  “MERCOSUR CULTURAL” SEAL:  
Uruguay reports on the possibility 
of implementing the Seal through 
agreements between the 
MERCOSUR block and other 
countries. (IV Encounter of the 
MERCOSUR CULTURAL Seal, 
Montevideo, 11/16/09) 
 

the project “IBERUTAS. 
Routs of the Active 
Memory” (CCR, 2008) 
and Ibero-American 
Meeting of Ministers of 
Culture (May, 2009) 
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MERCOSUR 

CULTURAL MERCOSUR 
(cont’d) 
 

 The MERCOSUR Cultural Information System (SICSUR) is approved 
(XXIX Meeting) 

 The commitment to generating articulations between the 
economic and the cultural sectors is assumed, given the need to 
consider mediating agencies between society, market and State 
(XXVIII, Asunción, 06/12/09). It is agreed to design a regional agenda 
with the following main components: shared cultural policy, diversity, 
identity and heritage, cooperation and exchange and culture 
economy (XXVIII Meeting, Asunción) 
 A request is made to include them in the Joint Declaration of 
Presidents and MERCOSUR Member States and associates States. 
 

  

  The creation and design of cultural and literary itineraries is 
approved (XXVI, Buenos Aires, 12 June 2008) 
 The Virtual Museum of Latin America and the Caribbean is created 
(for digitalization and cataloguing of collections of the National 
Museums of the region) (XXVI, 12 June 2008) 
 The significance of initiatives being implemented in the border 
areas, which have been conceived as spaces for cultural integration, 
is highlighted (e.g. ARPA, shared region between Argentina and 
Paraguay) (XXIV, Asunción, 15 June 2007) 
 Ministers agree to discuss in depth the Venezuelan proposal to 
broaden relations between Mercosur Cultural and the ALBA Cultural 
Fund (XXIV, Asunción, 15 June 2007) 
 A Web site of Mercosur Cultural is developed (XXII, Argentina, 21 
April 2005) 
 

 Maté Route 
 Gaucho’s road 
 Guarani Cultural Universe 
 Obapaq Ñam road 
 Route of the Guarani Jesuit Missions 
 Brazil announces the creation of the 
Education Centre and Observatory for 
Heritage Management to be installed in Rio 
de Janeiro with the support of UNESCO 
(XXVII, Meeting Regional Coordinating 
Committee of Mercosur Cultural, Rio de 
Janeiro, 3-4 Dec. 2008) 
 Argentina publishes “Cultural Satellite 
Accounts. First Steps toward their 
construction in Mercosur Cultural” (XXIII, Rio 
de Janeiro, 2006) 

 

° 10

 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and sub-regional 

organizations, integration mechanisms  Areas/Decisions/Guidelines Activities  Proposed 
 topics 

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN ECONOMIC SYSTEM (SELA)     
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Panama Convention: 

Fundamental purposes:  
 Provide a permanent system of consultation and 
coordination for the adoption of common positions and 
strategies on economic and social matters. 
 Foster cooperation in Latin America for the creation, 
development, adaptation and exchange of technology and 
scientific information, as well as the optimum use and 
development of human, educational, scientific and cultural 
resources. 
 Support any other measures related to the foregoing, which 
may contribute to the achievement of the cultural 
development of the region  

For those purposes: 
 It promotes the formulation and implementation of 
economic, social and cultural programmes and projects of 
interest for the Members States; and supports the integration 
processes of the region and encourage coordination among 
them, or with Members States of SELA, particularly with respect 
to those activities aimed at promoting greater harmonization 
and convergence. 

Latin American Council  
Permanent Secretariat  
The Permanent Secretariat has implemented various 
programmes and projects in the area of the social dimension 
of integration and development, which include policies, 
programmes and strategies for poverty reduction, higher 
education, social development, migration and migrants’ 
remittances. 
 

 
SELA’s support to regional cooperation for 
promotion and development of cultural 
integration and creative economy in LAC: 
 Seminar: “Economic Integration and Cultural 
Industries in Latin America and the Caribbean”, 
SELA-UNESCO, CAB, Government of Buenos Aires, 
F.N. Artes, Buenos Aires, June 1998 
 Publication (G. Canclini y C. Moneta, 
Compilers) Las industrias culturales en la 
integración latinoamericana, SELA-AECID, (Edit. 
Grijalbo, Mexico) and (Ed. EUDEBA, Argentina) 
1998. 
 SELA-WIPO, “Regional Meeting on Protection of 
Traditional Knowledge, folklore expressions and 
genetic resources” (+5) 2009. 
 SELA-Permanent Secretariat, Document 
“Cultural and Creative Industries: Elements for a 
Cooperation Programme among the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean” (XXXIV 
Meeting of the Latin American Council, 27-
29October 2010) 
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LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM (SELA) (Cont’d) 

Latin American Council  
Permanent Secretariat  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Regional Meeting on migration of 
skilled .human resource from LAC 
countries” (SELA, Caracas, June 2009) 
 
II Regional Meeting on  the Social 
Dimension OF Integration in LAC” 
(SELA, Caracas, July 2008) 
 

 For that purpose (Working Program 2011): 
 Provide direct support from the SELA Permanent Secretariat for the 
Costa Rican authorities with a view to preparing and developing the 
Regional Fund on cultural articulation and convergence in the LAC 
integration (San José, March 7-8, 2011) 
 Preparation of document on creative and cultural industries in LAC by 
the SELA Permanent Secretariat 
 Preparation of document by the SELA Permanent Secretariat on the 
possibilities of cultural articulation and convergence for regional 
integration 
 Drafting of the document “Migration of Skilled Human Resources from 
LAC Countries. Contemporary Trends and Perspectives (SELA, Permanent 
Secretariat, 06/2009) 

 Drafting of the document “Migration of skilled Human Resources  and 
Human development in Latin America and the Caribbean” (SELA 
Permanent Secretariat, 2010) 

 Drafting of the document: “Integration Social Dimension: Guidelines for 
an Action Plan in the Health, Education, Housing and Employment 
sectors” (SELA Permanent Secretariat, 07/2008) 
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Andean Development Corporation (CAF) 

(Multiple bank and agency for the 

CAF’s activities are developed within an all-inclusive 
development agenda with a view to strengthening regional 
integration and sustainable development (which is 
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promotion of development and Andean 
integration. The CAF opened up its stock 
capital to other LAC partners, thereby 
allowing them to enter the organization as 
full members) 

conceived as “high, sustained and quality development”), so 
as to assure intergovernmental viability of natural capital, 
respect cultural diversity, support democratic governance in 
the region and obtain an all-inclusive growth that reduces 
inequality and poverty. 

The organization makes emphasis on corporate strategies 
that contribute to overcoming inequality, social exclusion and 
poverty situations existing in the region. 

Latin American Integration Association 
(ALADI) 
Agreement on Regional Cooperation and 
Exchange of Goods in the Cultural, 
Educational, and Scientific Areas 
(ALADI/AR.CE and C/7, consolidated. 
Registered as Regional Scope Agreement 
No. 7, 03/31/97) 
Purpose: (Art. 1) “Promote the creation of a 
common market of cultural goods and 
services intended to provide a broad 
framework for educational, cultural and 
scientific cooperation of signatory countries 
and improve and increase levels of 
education, training and reciprocal 
knowledge of the peoples in the region.” 

(Original countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela) 
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ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) 
 Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate 
Authorities 
Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) 
 Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) 
(The Department of Education and Culture (DEC) acts as the Technical 
Secretariat of the CIC) 
Priority thematic areas approved by the  Ministers of Culture and 
Authorities: (3rd. Ministerial Meeting, Montreal, 2006) 
 Preservation and protection of Cultural Heritage  
 Culture and decent work and overcoming of poverty 
 Culture and enhancement of dignity and identity 
 Culture and the role of indigenous populations 
 Cultural information systems (transversal priority) 
Cartagena de Indias Action Plan  
(1st Ministerial Meeting, Cartagena, 12-13 July 1002) 
 Creates the “Inter-American Committee on Culture” and establishes its 
objectives and procedures 
Objectives (among others) 
 Obtain a better understanding of the different approaches to culture 
and cultural policy in the Member States. 
 Facilitate the exchange of information on the multiple dimensions of the 
role of the cultural sector and its links with education and other sectors.   
 Provide technical and financial assistance 
 Support educational programs 
 Contribute to the full participation of all persons (especially in the 
elimination of the barriers encountered by religious, ethnic and linguistic 
groups) in the cultural ambit 
 Preservation of Cultural Heritage 
 Role of the ICTs 
 Promote the participation of civil society in the development and 
implementation of cultural policies  
 Consider the creation of an Inter-American Observatory of Cultural 
Policies  
 Convoke national and international organizations, agencies and entities 
to broaden strategic cooperation alliances in the development of 
strategic cultural programs  
Establish mechanisms for cooperation in the sports area  

Within the framework of the 
CIC activities, with the 
support of the Technical 
Secretariat, an Action Plan 
was drawn up (approved 
by the CIC in May 2008), 
which includes the following 
strategies: 
 Increased political 
dialogue 
 Analysis and research 
based on needs identified 
by the Member States. 
 Technical assistance for 
design, implementation and 
evaluation of projects  
 Communications strategy 
 Consolidate alliance with 
civil society, private sector 
and international 
organizations 
 Coordinated strategy for 
the mobilization of 
resources  
 

Of the group of activities carried out or in 
progress, the following, among others, could 
be highlighted for the purpose of this 
document, and taking into consideration 
their thematic importance and/or mode of 
action: 
 Seminar: “Art and Culture as strategies for 
avoiding social violence” (CECC and 
CONCULTURA, 2007, El Salvador) 
 International Seminar “Cultural Diversity: 
Practices and Perspectives” 
 (Presentation of “Cultural Points,” Brazil, 
06/2007) 
 CIC Study: “Social Inclusion in the 
Americas: The Role of Cultural Programs and 
Policies for Youth” 
(Performance of a study which will compile 
cultural practices and programs that have 
as their objective the social inclusion of 
young people) (Canada, 2008) 
 “Financing and Resources for Culture in 
Sustainable Development: Learning Initiative 
of the World Bank”  
Carrying out of an inventory by the World 
Bank (with the support of the DEC-OAS) of 
financing policies and mechanisms for 
cultural development initiatives (WB, 2008) 
 Meeting of Synthesis on Workshops on 
Cultural Information Systems  
(Ministry of Culture, Colombia, CAB and 
Secret. Técnica OAS, Bogota, April 2007). 
Participants included UNESCO, Mercosur, 
Cultural and Member States of the 
Caribbean, Central America and South 
America). 
The objective was to design a common inter-
agency Action Plan to support the LAC 
cultural information systems. 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and sub-
regional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Organization of  Ibero-
American States (OEI) 

XIII Ibero-American Conference 
of Ministers of Culture (11-12 
Sept. 2010), Buenos Aires 

 

 SEGIB and OEI are requested to prepare a study and concretize a 
strategic plan, by 2011, to obtain the cooperation of private 
companies and institutions for the financing of cultural projects  

 That SEGIB and OEI design and promote the creation of a 
“Solidary Fund for Cultural Cooperation” 

 Encourage those actions in each country that promote cultural 
development and strengthen the Ibero-American Cultural Space  
Urge SEGIB to continue, in conjunction with the Ministers of Culture 
and Foreign Ministries of the Member Countries, its “Program of 
cultural policy, management and diplomacy,” intended to secure 
the insertion of culture in international relations, in the diplomatic 
sphere and in that of horizontal cooperation  

 During the first quarter of 2011, present to  SEGIB and 
OEI the observations of the member countries 
concerning the document entitled “A cultural project 
for the decade of the Bicentennials. Drawing up of the 
Ibero-American Cultural Charter.” 

  SEGIB initiates two new lines of work: “Cultural SMEs” 
and “Culture, Inclusion and Social Cohesion.” 
 

 

XII Ibero-American 
Conference of Ministers of 
Culture (22 Apr. 2009, 
Lisbon) 

 

 Ratify and support the “Action Plan” of the “Ibero-
American Cultural Charter”  
They agree to: 
 Institutionally promote (via OEI) the intensive use of Spanish 
and Portuguese in cyberspace  
 Create new cooperation programs for  “Ibermuseums” 
and “Iberorchestras” 
 Broaden the “Ibermedia” Program  
 Continue the Project: “Arts Education, Culture and 
Citizenship” (within the framework of “Educational Goals 
2021,” of OEI) 

 Creation of “Ibermuseums” 
 Creation of “Iberorchestras” 
New programs 
 Upward mobility of professionals in the cultural area  
 Seminars on cultural, scientific and technological 
journalism 
 Programs covering culture and migration 
 Development and formation of new promoters of 
scientific culture  
Other projects 
 Ibero-American  Educational Television (TEIB) 
 Network of Ibero-American Diplomatic Archives 
(RADI) 
 Aid for the Development of  Ibero-American Archives 
(ADAI) 
 Ibero-American Forum of Local Personnel 
Responsible for Public Libraries (PICBICIP) 
 Integrated Repertory of Books for Sale in Ibero-
America (RILVI) 

 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and sub-regional 
organizations, integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  
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 Organization of  Ibero-American States (OEI) 

XII Ibero-American Conference of Ministers of Culture (22 April 
2009, Lisbon) (continuation): 

Synthesis of Programming for the Cultural Area of  the OEI  

 

 Projects in progress 
 Ibero-American Cultural Charter  
 Ibero-American Cultural Observatory  
 Virtual Training Courses, School of Cultures/Centre of 
Higher Ibero-American Studies, OEI) 
 Information and Management System of the Ibero-
American Committee on Culture  
New Projects: 
 Project for upward mobility of professionals in the area of 
Ibero-American culture  
 Seminars on cultural and scientific journalism in Ibero-
America 
 Culture and Migrations 
 Continuation of a think tank to search for new routes for 
culture and development   

Construction of a space for the development of scientific 
promoters 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and sub-regional 
organizations, integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Organization of  Ibero-American States (OEI) 
XX Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government (Mar 
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del Plata, 2010) 
 “Declaration of Mar del Plata” 
 Redouble efforts and enhance their efficiency in order to achieve 
quality education with intra and intercultural social inclusion for all in 
the Ibero-American region  
 Aim at the convergence of higher education systems with 
programs of scientific, technological, environmental and cultural 
development of our countries, including the incorporation of 
ancestral and collective knowledge  
 Intensify bilingual intercultural education, taking into account the 
right to gender equality, cultural differences, ethnic minorities, 
indigenous populations, indigenous peoples, those of African 
descent, populations with special educational needs,  and groups 
that live urban-marginal and rural areas. 
 Guarantee an integral development and complete basic intra-
cultural, inter-cultural schooling, under conditions of equality and 
without discrimination.  
 Strengthen links among the Ministries of Education and Culture  
 
 

 
 
 Collect with interest the conclusions of the Forums held by 
local Governments and Parliaments, as well as those 
stemming from Civic, Business and Judicial Meetings…as the 
social and economic expression of the citizens of the Ibero-
American ambit.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, 
regional and sub-regional 
organizations, integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Organization of  Ibero-American States 
(OEI) 

XX Ibero-American Summit of Heads of 

 Approve the Program: “Goals for 2021, the education we want for the generation of the 
Bicentennials”  
 Approve the  IBERUTAS Program  
 Ibero-American Initiative for the “Recovery of Ancestral Knowledge for the Prevention of 
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State and Government (Mar del Plata, 
2010) (continuation) 
 “Mar del Plata Action Programme” 

Acknowledge the work of  “IBERMEDIA” 
and “IBERESCENAS” 

Natural Disasters”  
 Ibervirtual (Program attached) 
 Charge SEGIB with the following: 
Consolidating the Ibero-American Cultural Space by way of three new work axes: 
 Culture and Social Cohesion 
 SMEs and Cultural Industries 
 Cultural Diplomacy 
 Providing support for the First Ibero-American Meeting of Cultural Diplomacy (Colombia, 
2011) and, in cooperation with  Argentina and the OEI, for the realization of the II Ibero-
American Forum of Ministers of Culture in the municipal and local ambit (Argentina, 2011) 
 Cooperating with the High UN Representative as regards the “Alliance of Civilizations” 
and developing a regional strategy 
Request that SEGIB, in connection with the dialogue and intercultural cooperation 
underway in that representation: 
 Provide support to the implementation of the proposals of the II Ibero-Americano Forum 
on Migration and Development (FIBEMyD) in conjunction with ECLAC/CELADE and IOM 
 Together with Argentina, organize the III Ibero-American Conference on Gender (1st 
semester of 2011) 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 
sub-regional 
organizations, integration 
mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

 Organization of  Ibero-
American States (OEI) 

XX Ibero-American Summit 
of Heads of State and 
Government (Mar del 
Plata, 2010) (continuation) 
 “Mar del Plata Action 
Programme” 
(continuation) 

  

 Request that SEGIB and the OEI (continuation): 
 Analyze and promote (according to budget 
possibilities) the creation of a Solidary Fund for 
Cultural Cooperation  
 Support the Ecuadorian initiative to obtain funds 
for the creation of an Ibero-American Cultural 
Centre “Chapel of Man” (cultural legacy of 
Guayasamín). 
 Accept with interest the Spanish proposal of 
creating, within the framework of the 
Bicentennials, an International Centre for 
Indigenous Cultures  
 

 
 
 Conduction of the “II Afro-
Latin and Caribbean 
Encounter” (Salvador de 
Bahía, Brazil, May 2010) 
 “I Ibero-American Encounter 
on Arts Education” (Mexico, 7-
8 October 2010) 

 
 
 Organize a thematic meeting of 
Ministers connected with 
decentralization, territorial and 
municipal policies of Ibero-American 
countries, in 2011, for the purpose of 
promoting the “Ibero-American 
Charter of Local Autonomy”  

XIX Ibero-American 
Summit of Heads of State 
and Government (30 Nov. 
2009, Lisbon) 

 “Declaration of Lisbon” 

 
 Support a culture of innovation 
 Universalize access to ICTs, and development of 
digital contents 
 Recover ancestral, traditional and local 
knowledge of indigenous peoples and Afro-
descendents, and encourage its incorporation in 
innovation processes   
 Propose that transfer of technology to 
developing countries be guaranteed  
 Highlight the essential role of the State 
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Areas/Decisions/ 
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 topics 

Organization of Ibero-American States 
(OEI) 

XIX Ibero-American Summit of Heads of 
State and Government (continuation) 

 

 “Lisbon Action Programme” 

 
 Creation of a new programme for applied 
research and technological innovation, that will 
contribute to a more balanced social and 
economic appropriation of knowledge  
 Design, development and coordination of 
national public policies intended to universalize 
access to ICTs. 
 Design a Plan to provide work for young 
people, including employment in ICTs and 
telephone-related work. 
 Request that SEGIB develop an Ibero-American 
regional strategy to establish an intercultural 
dialogue 
 
 Ratify the Montevideo commitment as 
reference for the governance of international 
migration, the respect and protection of the 
migrants’ human rights 

 
 It is worth underscoring the work corresponding 
to the attached Project: “ICTs and social 
inclusion” (search for sustainable development 
through efficient practices in various sectors- 
examples: cattle raising, tourism and education-
and their application in less developed social 
groups)  

 
 Take note of the following seminars given 
in Brazil: Ibero-American Seminar for Young 
Indigenous and Afro-descendent Leaders (4-
6/11/09) and,  
 “Seminar on Ibero-American Experiences 
of Public Policies for the Promotion of Ethnic-
Racial Equality with a Gender Perspective” 
(Salvador de Bahia, Brazil, 15-17/11/09) 
 
 
 Take note of the implementation of the 
“Ibero-American Youth Cooperation and 
Integration Plan 2009-2015” 
 
 

 

 Take note of the initiative called “Yasuni 
ITT” which aims to explore and develop 
alternative sources to obtain income, 
reduce unsustainable exploitation of natural 
resources and optimize the conservation of 
biological diversity  
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Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and sub-
regional organizations, integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Organization of  Ibero-American States (OEI) 

XI Ibero-American Conference on Culture (San 
Salvador, El Salvador, 22-23/05/08) 

 Declaration of San Salvador 

Raise before the  XVIII Ibero-American Summit of 
Presidents the need to take concrete actions for the 
protection of the region’s underwater cultural 
heritage  

 
 
 Request that the OEI  search for common 
methodologies for shared cultural 
measuring. 
Establish coordination among the region’s 
Cultural Observatories 
 

 
 
Support the OEI with regard to the 
development of the Project “Routes 
to Freedom” (Commemoration of 
the Bicentennials, with the 
participation of young people) 
 

 

XVIII Ibero-American Summit (San Salvador, El 
Salvador, 29-31/10/08) 

 Declaration of El Salvador 

 

 
 Promote policies that will facilitate the 
integration of young people in the Society 
of Information and Knowledge, via ICTs 
 Strengthen, by way of exchange of good 
practices and experiences, policies 
established to combat the use of drugs 
among young people  
 Foster an orderly and safe administration 
of migration, forge ahead with the 
migratory agenda linked with human 
development, and strengthen prevention 
and efforts against the illicit traffic of 
immigrants and slave trade  
 The Ibero-American Youth Cooperation 
and Integration Plan (2009-2015) was 
approved. 
 Support is granted for the creation of  
“JUVENILE IBERORCHESTRAS (Initiative of 
SEGIB-Venezuela) 
 Approve the initiative “Juvenile Tourist 
Undertakings for Strengthening a Culture of 
Peace” 
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 topics 

Organization of Ibero-
American States (OEI) 

XVIII Ibero-American Summit 
(continuation) 

 San Salvador Plan of Action 

 

 
 Continue with the work associated with the  “I Ibero-
American Forum on Migration and Development” 
(Cuenca, Ecuador, 9-10/04/08), and with the preparation 
of the II Forum, to be held in  El Salvador in 2010 
 Take note of the process initiated by the Forum of Local 
Governments, which approved an “Ibero-American 
Charter of Local Autonomy” (with reference to 
decentralization policies)  
 Strengthen programmes that consolidate the common 
Ibero-American cultural heritage, and defend and 
promote human rights in the region  
 

 
 Convene a meeting of specialists in the 
area of disasters, so as to set up a 
simplified response mechanism in the 
event of disasters of  natural origin (with 
the support of Mexico and Spain) 

 

X Ibero-American Conference 
on Culture  (Valparaíso, Chile, 
26-27/07/07) 

 Declaration of Valparaíso 

Agree: 
 That it is necessary to accentuate the connection 
between education and culture as a means for promoting 
development and fighting against exclusion  
 That a study be carried out so as to create a summit 
program aimed at promoting policies related to culture 
and social cohesion  
 To contribute to the development of the articles of the 
Convention on Diversity (UNESCO) regarding international 
cooperation  
 To carry out specific actions in border countries in order 
to further exchanges in shared cultural regions  
 To develop a program for arts education, culture and 
citizenship, that incorporates the different languages and 
artistic expressions, the value of diversity, and the national 
and Ibero-American cultural heritage and assets in 
education  
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Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and sub-
regional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Organization of  Ibero-
American States (OEI) 

XVII Ibero-American Summit 
of Heads of State and 
Government (Chile, 
8,9,10/11/07) 

 Action Programmes  

 

 
 Develop public policies consistent with the Action Plan of 
the “Ibero-American Cultural Charter,” as regards social 
cohesion. 
 That SEGIB call a meeting of national experts to develop 
an Ibero-American mechanism to control emergencies 
derived from natural disasters, as a result of climate change  
 Implement strategies aimed at the conservation and 
sustainable use of the biodiversity and natural resources  
 Invite local governments (municipalities) to take part in the 
formulation and development of the local environmental 
agenda, so that with the participation of the members of the 
community it will be possible to implement strategies for a 
sustainable development  
 Ensure the participation, in the political life of the Ibero-
American countries, of indigenous peoples and Afro 
descendents, incorporating and giving a voice to their 
worldview when creating general public policies  
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Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

Inter-American Development Bank 
(IDB) 
Cultural Centre  
Seminar 2010: “Impact of Culture on 
Development” (28/09/10), Washington, 
DC. 

The purpose of the Seminar was to consider, with the 
Ministers of Culture of the region, the challenges and 
best practices, so as to include cultural policies in the 
national development strategies (ex: how to utilize 
resources to expand economic growth through 
cultural initiatives; how the IDB can be a more 
effective partner of the cultural sector in LAC). 
Thirteen Ministers of Culture attended.  
 The Ministers will prepare proposals that the IDB will 
incorporate in the discussions of the Ministers of 
Finance.  

The agenda included, among others, the 
following topics: creative cultural industries; 
problems of harmonizing statistics and 
indicators; the existence of different levels of 
development of the cultural sectors in the 
various countries; the advisability of 
establishing closer ties between the creative 
sectors and tourism, industry, commerce and 
education. 

 

IDB Cultural Centre   
Created in 1992. Mission: Promote 
culture as a component of 
development. 
Objectives:  
 Stimulate activities of cultural 
development centres that  spread the 
knowledge of cultural, institutional or 
community experiences, that can be 
utilized locally or regionally  
 Preserve and restore Historical-
Cultural Heritage  
 Support the formation of cultural 
promoters, the recovery of traditions, 
and the development of arts and crafts, 
plastic and visual arts, music, dance, 
theatre, literature, etc. 
 Initiatives can be presented, the 
financing of which requires between 
3,000 and 10,000 US$ per project (does 
not include allocations for prizes or the 
exclusive production of books, records, 
videos and films)  

  Visual Arts Programme 
 Inter-American Series of Concerts, 
Conferences, Film Festivals  
 Cultural Development Programme  

 

 IDB Art Collection 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and sub-regional 
organizations, integration mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities Proposed 

 topics 

UNITED CITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS (UCLG) 
(Networks: e.g. Mercocities, Eurocities, Interlocal…) 

AGENDA 21 OF CULTURE 
Adopted during the IV Forum of Local Authorities for social inclusion 
of Porto Alegre, Universal Forum of Cultures, Barcelona, 7-8/05/04 (409 
cities, local governments and organizations from around the world 
had joined “Agenda 21” by the end of 2010) 

Some Principles:  

 Local governments (LG) become first-class worldwide agents as 
defenders of human rights, and are the spokesmen of the citizens of 
the world  
 Cities and local spaces are a privileged setting for cultural activities 
and constitute ambits of creative diversity. The coming together of all 
that is different (origin, visions, ages, genres, ethnic groups, and social 
classes) makes possible an integral human development  
 Coexistence in the cities implies an agreement of joint responsibility 
among citizenry, civil society and local governments.  
 The affirmation of cultures and the practices implemented for their 
recognition and viability, constitute an essential factor for the 
sustainable development of cities and territories. The quality of local 
development requires the overlapping of cultural policies with other 
social, economic, educational, environmental and urbanistic public 
policies.  
 Cultural policies must find a break-even point between public and 
private interest, public vocation and the institutionalization of culture.  
 The appropriation of information and its transformation into 
knowledge on the part of the citizens is a cultural act.  
 The cultural dimension of labour should be recognized and 
developed.  

Some Commitments: 

 (Support, promote, favour, establish…) policies that foster cultural 
diversity, expand cultural goods and services and broaden their 
access and the public financing of culture. 
 Ensure the democratic participation of citizens in the formulation 
and evaluation of culture-related public policies. 
 Promote the continuity and development of indigenous local 
cultures. 
 Ensure the participation of immigrants, bearers of other cultures, 
or of persons originally coming from other territories. 
 Encourage the coordination of cultural policies of local 
governments that share the same territory  
 Implement cultural policies that have as their objective the 
opening up of public media in the local ambit and their 
development, based on the interests of the community. 
 Generate spaces for the coordination of cultural and 
educational policies.  
 International cultural cooperation, based on the principle of 
reciprocity, constitutes an indispensable tool, given that it 
encourages the free circulation of artists and cultural operators. 
Recommendations to the governments of States and Nations 
(example) 
 Establish mechanisms for consultation and agreement with local 
governments, when making decisions regarding new legislation, 
regulations and financing in the cultural field. 
Recommendations to integration mechanisms and associations 
 Incorporate culture as the main pillar of their structure. 
Respecting national competencies and subsidiarity, it is necessary 
to have a cultural policy based on the principles of the legitimacy 
of public intervention in cultural affairs, diversity,  participation, 
democracy and networking. 
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Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional and 
sub-regional organizations, integration 
mechanisms 

Areas/Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities  Proposed 

 topics 

UNITED CITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS (UCLG) 
(continuation) 
 
Executive Bureau,  
Commission for Culture 
 Develops, at the request of the Bureau 
(Chicago, 2010), a “Document of Political 
Orientation on Culture as the fourth pillar for 
sustainable development”  (Document approved 
by the Local and Regional Leaders World Summit  
- UCLG, Mexico, 17/11/2010) 
 
Objectives of the Document 
 Incorporate culture into the concept and praxis 
of “sustainable development,” based until then 
on economic growth, social inclusion and 
environmental balance.” 
 Within that framework, develop their own 
cultural sectors (Heritage, creativity, cultural 
industries, art, cultural tourism) and ensure that 
culture will be duly recognized in all public 
policies, particularly in those related to 
education, science, communication, 
environment, social cohesion and international 
cooperation. 

 
 Request that the cities, local and regional 
governments integrate the cultural dimension in 
their development policies and in all public 
policies; also, that they promote culture as the 
fourth pillar  
 Request that national governments add the 
cultural perspective to their development plans 
and establish culture- related actions in education, 
economy, science, the environment, social 
cohesion and international cooperation  
 Similarly, request that the United Nations give 
impulse to the debate regarding the inclusion of 
culture as the fourth pillar and promote the 
incorporation of culture into the design of 
international policies.  
 

Work Programme 2011-2013: 

 Research on links between 
culture and sustainable 
development  
 Exchange of experiences and 
good practices in aspects related 
to culture and sustainable 
development  
 Procurement of financing for 
their activities 
 Development of alliances and 
activities with  UNESCO, AECID, 
European Union and other 
institutions  
 Works connected with the 
development of cultural indicators  
 Preparation and realization of 
regional encounters on culture 
(ex: Asia-Pacific in  2011) 
 Preparation of a new Cultural 
Agenda for 2014, together with 
the International Federation of 
Arts Councils and Culture 
Agencies (IFACCA) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried out by 
inter-regional multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative links could be 

established  
 
COSSECTI (UNASUR) Second 
Meeting of Ministers of Culture of 
the South American Council of 
Education, Culture, Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
(Buenos Aires. 17 Sep. 2010 
 
 

 
 “Collection 200” Project (Publications 
relative to the Bicentennials 
 Regional Information exchange information 
on census, register and inventories of cultural 
heritage, material and immaterial 
 Forum on illicit heritage traffic, material and 
immaterial  
 Forum: census, registers and inventories of 
cultural heritage, material 
 Situational Diagnosis of register, juridical 
protection and of heritage information systems 
at the regional level. 
 
 
 

Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural 
Policies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (XIV, 02/2010) 
 

Training Program on Cultural Heritage for the 
Caribbean  
Sampling of the Carnival of the Americas  
 CARIFESTA (CARICOM). 
 

 
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE, 
MATERIAL & 
IMMATERIAL, 
MEMORY AND 
DIVERSITY OF 
CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS  

 
Andean Community of Nations  

 

 
 (To support, promote, favour, establish…) policies to 
foster cultural diversity (UCLG, “Agenda 21 of Culture”, 
2010) 
 To aid the Development of Ibero-American 
Archives (ADAI) 
 
  Ibero-American Forum of National Heads of Public 
Libraries (PICBICIP) 
(XX, IACC, Lisbon (04/2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Declaration of San Salvador 

Refer to the XVIII Ibero-American Summit of Presidents 
on the need to act concretely for the Protection of Sub-
Aquatic Cultural Heritage of the region (XI IACC, San 
Salvador, 05/2008 

 Preservation and protection of material and 
immaterial  cultural heritage: cooperation 
programmes among member countries in this 
area. 
 

 

Clarifications: 
OEI: Organization of Ibero-American States 
IACC: Ibero-American Conference on Culture 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried out 
by inter-regional multilateral organizations 

and other institutions with which 
cooperative links could be established  

 
CULTURAL 
HERITAGE, 
MATERIAL & 
IMMATERIAL, 
MEMORY AND 
DIVERSITY OF 
CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS 
(continuation) 

 
Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural 
Policies in Latin American and the 
Caribbean 
(XVII, 04/2010) 
 
 
 
CARICOM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Central American Integration 
System (SICA) 
Central American General 
Secretariat of Coordination of 
Education and Culture (SG-CECC) 
 

 
 We recognize the importance of the Sumak Kawsay 

(Good Life) for the development of cultural policies 
that aid the process of de-colonization of our 
peoples and harmony with the environment of the 
Planet.  

 
 

 
 Caribbean Capacity Building Programme (CCBP) (A 

Program linked to the conservation of the World 
Cultural Heritage of the Caribbean)  Includes 
heritage, tourism, cultural and historical centres 
locations 

 Actions linked to the protection of the diversity of the 
cultural expressions. 

 
 
 Central American Cultural Review (SG-CECC) 
 Conservation of Cultural Heritage 
 Promotion of inventories of cultural assets 
 Implementation of regional cultural policies that 

respect and promote cultural diversity 
 Promoting the diversity of cultural expressions, 

especially those that foster a harmonious relation 
with the environment 

 “Caribbean Central American Cultural Corridor” 
(Coordination: Costa Rica) 
 
 

 
 “Ibero-American Initiative for the 
Conservation of Ancestral Knowledge for Natural 
Disasters Prevention” 
(XX IASHSG, Mar de Plata, 09/2010) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Invigorate  programs that consolidate the 
memory and common cultural Heritage of Ibero-
America and the defence and promotion of 
human rights in the region. 
(“Declaration of Valparaiso”, X IACC. 07/2007. 
 
 

Clarifications: 
OEI: Organization of Ibero-American States 
IACC: Ibero-American Conference on Culture  
IASHSG: Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Governments 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried 
out by inter-regional multilateral 

organizations and other institutions with 
which cooperative links could be 

established  
 
CULTURAL MERCOSUR  

 
 Cultural Heritage Cooperation:  cooperation 

programs among the member countries in this field 

(IV Meeting on the CULTURAL 
MERCOSUR Seal 
Montevideo, 11/16/09) 

 

 “CULTURAL MERCOSUR SEAL”  
Uruguay informs on the possibility of implementing the 
Seal through agreements among the MERCOSUR block 
and other countries to facilitate the circulation of 
cultural assets. 
 

Cultural Integration of MERCOSUR 
Protocol, Meeting of the Regional 
Coordinating Committee of 
Cultural MERCOSUR 
 

 Implementation, prioritizing the co-production of 
cultural actions that express historical traditions, 
common values and diversification of the member 
countries 
 Brazil announces the creation of a Training Centre 
and Observatory for Management of Heritage, to be 
headquartered in Rio de Janeiro, with the support of 
UNESCO (XXVII, Meeting of the Regional Coordinating 
Committee of Cultural MERCOSUR, Rio de Janeiro, 3-
4/12/08) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agree to Institutionally promote (via OEi)  
the intensive use of Spanish and Portuguese 
languages in cyberspace (XII IACC, Lisbon, 
04/2009) 

 
CULTURAL HERITAGE, 
MATERIAL & 
IMMATERIAL, 
MEMORY AND 
DIVERSITY OF 
CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS 
(continuation) 
 

Grand-national Cultural ALBA 
Project  
 

 Participate in cultural festivals, favouring the 
expression and development of ideas and artistic and 
literary creation, which is most representative of our 
peoples (Casas ALBA Cultural Network)  
 Research centred on the cultural manifestations of 
the region (Program with the Caribbean)  
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established  
 
CAN 
Andean Council of Ministers of 
Education and Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural 
Policies (CAMEC) 
 

 
 Invigorate the Andean identity and promote its cultural 
diversity 
 Safeguard the various cultural and artistic expressions. 
  

Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural 
Policies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (XVII, 20/04/2010) 
 

 Encourage cultural diversity as an indispensable 
components of public policy to reduce poverty, promote 
equity, and achieve the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) 
 

 
CULTURAL HERITAGE, 
MATERIAL & 
IMMATERIAL, 
MEMORY AND 
DIVERSITY OF 
CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS 
(continuation) 
 

XXIX Meeting of Ministers of Culture 
of MERCOSUR (11/2005) 

 To encourage the recognition at the regional level of 
best practices in promoting cultural diversity 
 To conduct the “First Meeting of Authorities of Public 
Policies for Arts and Cultural Practices of MERCOSUR” The 
purpose being to consider an eventual institution in this 
area 
 

 
 International Seminar on “Cultural 
Diversity:  Practices and prospects” 
 Presentation on “Points of Culture”, 
Brazil, 06/2007 
 OAS, Inter-American Commission for 
Culture (CIC), “Action Plan” (2008) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried 
out by inter-regional multilateral 

organizations and other institutions with 
which cooperative links could be 

established  
 
Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural Policies 
in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(XVII Forum, 04/2010) 
 

 
 To promote policies to guarantee citizens’ 
right to have full access to cultural goods and 
services  
 To support at WIPO (copyrights) the 
protection of traditional and popular 
knowledge and traditions 

UNASUR – COSECCTI  Objective:  to promote the guarantee of 
cultural rights and the eradication of all kinds 
of discrimination and racism 
 To develop, the Regional Project of Cultural 
Rights, themes and vectors as a conceptual 
base for the Forum 
 Forum on cultural rights, policies and 
legislations.  
 Legal protection and protection of systems 
of heritage information at regional level. 
 
 

 
"LEGAL PROTECTION OF 
CULTURAL RIGHTS" 
(Intellectual property, 
Cultural Rights, etc.) 

SICA, SG-CECC  Copyright protection  
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried 
out by inter-regional multilateral 

organizations and other institutions with 
which cooperative links could be 

established  
 
CULTURAL MERCOSUR  

 
 Protection of the Intellectual Property Rights on 
Regional works of the other States of the Cultural 
MERCOSUR Bloc 
 To develop strategies for international action 
relative to intellectual property 
 

CARICOM  To relate  cultural policy to the protection of 
intellectual property 
 

Forum of Ministers of  Culture and 
Officials in charge of cultural policies 
in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(XVII Forum, (04/2010) 
 

 Oversee cultural rights of our migrants and 
immigrants  

 
"LEGAL PROTECTION OF 
CULTURAL RIGHTS" 
(Intellectual property, 
Cultural Rights, etc.) 
 (continuation) 

Conceptual agenda for Culture in 
MERCOSUR (XX Meeting of Ministers 
of Culture (11/2009) 

 To guarantee the exercise of cultural rights to 
build civic-consciousness, generate conditions of 
equality and equity and to promote social 
cohesion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instruct SEGIB to: 
 Organize, jointly with Argentina, the III 
Ibero-American Conference of Gander (1st 
semester of 2011) (XX IASHSG, Mar de Plata, 
09/2010) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established  
 
COSECCTI (UNASUR) 

 
 To invigorate the cultural routes of the member 

States of UNASUR 
 

CARICOM  Historical Routes  

SICA, CECC-CCT  World Heritage Routes (CCT) 
 Colonial Route and volcanoes Route (CCT) 

 

III Special Meeting of the Culture 
Authorities Council (CECC/SICA 
(11/2010) 
 

To support specific actions of the  “Cultural Corridor 
Caribbean-Central American” Coordinated by Costa 
Rica) 
Purpose:  to identify, reactivate and impart values to the 
Historical Heritage and the multicultural legacy of the 
peoples of the northern Caribbean-Central America 
and of the Dominican Republic, contributing to 
integration and socio-economic and cultural 
development of the region 
 

 
CULTURAL 
CORRIDORS/ 
ROUTES (Heritage 
and diversity of 
cultural expressions) 

MERCOSUR CULTURAL 
(XXVI Meeting of the Ministers of 
Culture, 06/08 
 

 Route of the Yerba Mate 
 The Road of the Gaucho 
 Universal culture of the Guarani 
 The Road of the Ohapaq Ñam  
 Route of the Guarani Jesuit Missions 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried 
out by inter-regional multilateral 

organizations and other institutions with 
which cooperative links could be 

established  
 
Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of cultural policies 
in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(XVII Forum 11/2002) 

 
 To consider that the tourism and cultural industries 
constitute dynamic forms of promoting and gaining 
knowledge of identities, as well being sources of 
employment and economic resources. 
 

SICA 
General Secretariat of Central 
American Education and Culture 
(SG-CECC) 
 

 
 To invigorate the integration and tourism promotion 
(CCT, Tourism) 
 Satellite account of Tourism for Central America 
,(CCT, Tourism) 
Activities related to the financing of Tourism Projects in 
Central America (CCT, Tourism) 
 

  
CULTURAL 
TOURISM 

CARICOM 
 

 Caribbean Capacity Building Programme 
(CCBP) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 
Cultural programs and activities carried out by inter-

regional multilateral organizations and other institutions 
with which cooperative links could be established  

  

SICA, CECC and 
CONCULTURA 

 Seminar “Art and Culture as 
strategies as protection from social 
violence” (CECC and CONCULTURA, 
2007, El Salvador) 

 

 
SOCIAL INCLUSION 
AND COHESION  

 

SELA 

Permanent Secretariat 

 

 That a study be prepared for the creation of a Summit 
programme destined to promote policies around culture and 
social cohesion 
(“Declaration of Valparaiso”, X IACC, Valparaiso (07/2007) 
 
 
 SEGIB launches two new lines of work. “Cultural SMEs” and 
“Culture, Inclusion and Social Cohesion” (XXIII IACC, 09/2010) 
 Highlights the work of the Project “ICTs and social inclusion” 
(search for sustainable development with good practices in 
various sectors—husbandry, tourism and education—and 
application to less developed social groups.) 
(Lisbon Action Plan”, XLX IASHSG, 2009) 
 
  Calls on national governments to add the cultural 
perspective to development and establishment of actions 
related to culture and social cohesion”  (UCLG” Agenda 21 of 
Culture”, 2010) “II Second Regional Meeting on the Social 

Dimension of Integration in LAC (SELA, 
Caracas, 07/2008) 

 

Document:  “Social Dimension of Latin 
American Integration for an “Action Plan 
on Health, Education, Housing and 
Employment” (SELA, Permanent Secretariat 
07/2008) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional 
organizations, integration 

mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried out by inter-
regional multilateral organizations and other 

institutions with which cooperative links could be 
established  

  

 

 
INDIGENOUS CULTURES, 
AFRO-DESCENDANTS AND 
MINORITY GROUPS (SOCIAL 
INCLUSION AND COHESION)  
 
 

  

 
 To ensure the participation in political life of Ibero-
American countries, of persons and indigenous peoples and 
Afro-Descendants, by incorporating and articulating their  
vision of the world in the definition of the general public 
policies. 
(“Action Programmes” XCII IASHSG, Chile, 11/2007 
 
 Workshop on “Conservation of Indigenous Heritage” 
(Canadian Institute of Conservation (CCI) Ottawa, (09/2007) 
 
 To promote the continuation and development of local 
original cultures 

(UCLG “Agenda 21 of Culture”, 2010) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried out by 
inter-regional multilateral organizations and 

other institutions with which cooperative links 
could be established  

 
Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural 
Policy in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (XIV, 09/2008) 
 

 
 To reaffirm recognition and respect for 
cultures of indigenous peoples, of African 
origin and of other origins”, valuing that the 
same are sustenance of the Latin American 
and Caribbean identity, and expresses the 
obligation to invigorate the development of 
those peoples in accordance with the 
principles and values of their worldwide vision 
and to promote universal human rights. 

ALBA Summit (Ecuador, (06/2010) 
 

 To establish a permanent dialogue on 
indigenous peoples and Afro-descendants in 
the heart of the ALBA. 
 

 
 To accept with interest the Spanish proposal to 
create within the framework  of  the Bicentennials, 
an International Centre of Indigenous Cultures (XX 
IASHSG, Mar de Plata, (09/2010) 
 
 Celebrate the “Second Meeting of Agro-Latin 
Americans and the Caribbean” (Salvador Bahia, 
Brazil, May 2010) (“Action Program”, XXC IASHSG, 
Mar de Plata, (09(2010) 
 
 To recoup ancestral knowledge, traditional and 
local of the originating peoples and Afro-
Descendant and to promote their incorporation into 
the processes of innovation. 
(Lisbon Declaration, XIX IASHSG Lisbon, 12/2008) 
 
 To take note of the celebration in Brazil of the 
Ibero-American Seminar of Youth Leaders, 
Indigenous and Afro-Descendant peoples” (4-
6/2009) 
 
 “Seminar on Ibero-American experiences on 
Public Policy for the promotion of Enthno-Racial 
Equality with a Gender Perspective” (Salvador, Brazil 
15-11/17/09) 

 
INDIGENOUS CULTURES, 
AFRO-DESCENDANTS 
AND MINORITY GROUPS 
(SOCIAL INCLUSION AND 
COHESION  
 
 

 
ANDEAN COMMUNITY OF NATIONS 
 
 

Integral plan of Social Development (PIDS) To 
include the “Andean Intercultural Program” 
Objective:  “To contribute to overcoming 
social exclusion of the indigenous peoples 
and Afro-Descendants and to invigorate the 
cultural relations among all of the social 
groups that integrate the sub-regional 
space.”  (XIX IASHSG, Lisbon 12/2009 
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subregional organizations, 
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Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried out by 
inter-regional multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative links could be 

established  
 
CARICOM 

 
 Convenience of associating the diaspora 
with the efforts for invigorating the capacity  for 
renovation and permanence of the Caribbean 
culture with the economic benefits that could 
be obtained for their societies and economies 
on the basis of natural resources 
 Problems that are generated by the 
migration of the best human resources to 
developed countries, and the deportation of 
other Caribbean nationals from such countries 
 

UNASUR – COSECCTI  To promote the guarantee of cultural rights 
and eradication of all kinds of discrimination and 
racism.. 
 

Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of cultural 
policies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (XIV, (14/2008) 
 

 Cultural rights of Immigrants and migrants  

XVI Forum (02/2010) Highlights “criminalization problems resulting 
from migration flows” 
 

 
MIGRANTS AND 
IMMIGRANTS 
(SOCIAL INCLUSION 
AND COHESION) 

Cultural MERCOSUR 
Regional Coordinating Committee 
(CCR, 2008) 

 Argentina introduces the “IBERUTAS: Active 
Memory Routes” Project for its later presentation 
at the XII Ibero-American Conference of 
Ministers of Culture (Lisbon, May 2009) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
New cultural and migration programs 
XII, IACC, Lisbon, 04/2009) 
 
To instruct SEGIB to: 
 
 Support the initiation of the proposals of the Second 
Ibero-American Forum on Migration and Development 
(FIBEMyD)) jointly with ECLAC/CELADE and IOM (XX 
IASHSG, Mar de Plata, (09/2010) 
 
 To approve the IBERUTAS Program (XX IASHSG, Mar 
del Plata, (09/2010) 
 
 To reaffirm the Montevideo undertaking as referent 
for the governance of International migration, the 
respect and protection of human rights of migrants 
(“Lisbon Action Plan”. XIX IASHSG (12/2010) 
 
 To promote the orderly and secure administration of 
migrations, to progress on the migration agenda linked 
with human development and to invigorate the 
prevention and to combat illicit traffic of immigrants and 
human trafficking  
(“El Salvador Declaration”, XVIII Summit 
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Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established  
 
MIGRANTES E 
INMIGRANTES 
(INCLUSIÓN Y 
COHESIÓN 
SOCIAL) 

 
SELA 
Permanent Secretariat 

 
 Regional Meeting on Emigration of Skilled Human Resources from 
Latin American and Caribbean countries (SELA, Caracas, 06/2009) 
 
 Document: “Emigration of skilled human resources from Latin 
American and Caribbean countries: Current trends and prospects” 
(SELA, Permanent Secretariat (06/2009) 
 
 Document:  “Migration of skilled human resources and human 
development in Latin America and the Caribbean” SELA, Permanent 
Secretariat (2010) 
 
 

 
 To continue with the work linked to 
the “First Ibero-American Forum on 
Migration and Development” 
(Cuenca, Ecuador, 9-10/04/08) and 
preparation for the Second Forum, to be 
held in El Salvador in 2010. 
(“Action Plan of San Salvador”, XVIII 
IASHSG, El Salvador, 10/2008) 
 
 To ensure the participation of 
immigrants holders of other cultures or 
persons originally rooted in other 
territories (UCLG, “Agenda 21 of Culture”  
2010 
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Activities 
Cultural programs and activities carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other institutions with which 
cooperative links could be established  

 
YOUTH 

(CULTURE, SOCIAL 
INCLUSION AND 

COHESION) 
 
 
 

 
Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
cultural policies in Latin 
America and the Caribbean  
(XVII, 04/2010) 
 

 
 To adopt the proposals 
included in the Declaration of 
he First Meeting of Youth for 
Latin American and 
Caribbean Integration, 
“Participation and 
Development” (Quito, 
04/11/2010) 
 

 
 Design of a Plan for employment of youth, including ICTs and tele-work 
“Lisbon Action Program”, XIX IASHSG, Lisbon. 
 To take note of the initiation of the “Ibero-American Plan of Cooperation 
in the Integration of Youth 2009-2015” 
 (XIX Summit (BJEG, Lisbon, 12/2009) 
 To back the OEI on the development of the Project “Liberty Routes” 
(Celebration of the Bicentennials; with the participation of youth) 
 (XI Ibero-American Conference of Ministers of Culture, San Salvador, 
(05/2008) 
 To promote policies that facilitates the integration of youth into the 
Information and Knowledge Society via ICTs. 
 To invigorate via the inter-change of good practices and political 
experiences in the fight against drugs in the youthful population (“El Salvador 
Declaration”, XVIII Summit IBEJG, El Salvador, 10/2008) 
 The Ibero-American Plan for Cooperation and Integration of Youth 2009-
1015, was approved. 
 The constitution of “IBEROQUESTAS JUVENILES” was supported (SEGIB-
Venezuela Initiative) 
 To approve the initiative “The Youthful Tourism Enterprise for the 
Invigoration of the Culture of Peace” 
(El Salvador Declaration”, XVIII IASHSG, El Salvador, 10/2008) 
 CTC Study “Social Inclusion in the Americas:  the role of Programmes and 
Cultural Policies for Youth” 
(The preparation of a study that compiles the cultural  practices and 
programs that have as an objective the social inclusion of youth) (Canada 
2008) (OAS, 3rd Meeting of Ministers and Authorities of Culture, Montreal, 
2006) 
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links could be established  
 
SICA 
Second Special Meeting of the 
Council of Cultural Authorities of 
the CECC-SICA 
 

 
 To reaffirm the identity of the member countries and of 
the sub-region and the sense of belonging to it. Action 
Plan, 2011-2013 Thematic axes 
 Promotion of the Central American Identity 
 A shared Central American vision of the world 

CARICOM (Meetings of the 
Regional Cultural Committee 
(06/2009) and of Authorities of the 
Secretariat of the Caribbean 
Community (14/2008 
 

 National Cultures should contribute to strengthen self-
esteem of Caribbean peoples, to reaffirm their identity 
and to express the cultural diversity of their societies. 
 Culture as the foundation of regional cooperation and 
identity  

ALBA, Program with the Caribbean 
(Cuba) 

 

Objectives: Strengthen Latin American social and cultural 
unity by developing a system of cultural relations in the 
Caribbean according to the principles of ALBA and the 
recognition and respect of Caribbean cultural diversity  

Forum of the Ministers of Culture 
and the Officials in charge of 
cultural policies in the MERCOSUR 
(XXVIII, 06/2009) 

 

 Itinerant maritime cultural project that invigorates the 
identify and cultural diversity with the elements of 
integration 
 “Agree on the design of a shared regional cultural 
agenda including diversity, identity, cultural heritage, 
cooperation and exchanges and cultural economy” 

 
REGIONAL AND 
SUBREGIONAL 
IDENTITY 

Forum of the Ministers of Culture 
and the Heads of Cultural Policies 
of the MERCOSUR (XXII Forum, 
(3/2001) 

 

 It affirms that “there exists a practice and a proper way of 
thinking of Latin America and the Caribbean that makes 
possible a general vision of the identities in the context of the 
differences and pluralities of the region” 
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Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established  
 
ANDEAN COMMUNITY OF NATIONS 
(CAN) 

 
 Design of a new Regional Agenda that includes “identity” 
as one of its components 
 Invigoration of the Andean identity (XXVIII, 16/2009) 
 

Forum of the Ministers of 
Culture and Officials in charge 
of cultural policies in Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
(Action Plan 2001) (XII Forum, 
03/2010) 

 Promotion of the Regional Cultures:  Collection: “Forgers of 
our America” 

 
REGIONAL AND 
SUBREGIONAL 
IDENTITY 
(continuation) 
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UNASUR - COSECCTI 

 
 Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Environment to conform a 
Commission to propose concrete actions on transversal 
environments. 
Regional Inter-cultural Cooperation and dialogue at the 
community level   
 Design for a proposal to inter-change experiences in 
community cultural management 
 To promote mechanism and actions that facilitate the 
circulation of cultural assets and mobility of artists and cultural 
managers of the region 
 To promote access to the use of information and 
communication technologies (ICTs) in the environments of 
education, culture, science, technology and innovation  
 To develop actions that favour inter-cultural dialogue and a 
culture on  a par among the countries of the ALBA and in the 
region as a whole 
 To promote the processes of inter-culture and multi-nationality 
in the region (Instruments:  Red de Casas ALBA Cultural, 
Programs with the Caribbean) 
 

 
INTER-CULTURAL 

 DIALOGUE 
 
 

Grand-national Cultural ALBA 
Project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Declaration of Mar de Plata” 

 Deepen inter-cultural bilingual 
education, looping to equality among the 
gender, cultural differences, ethnic 
memory, indigenous peoples, Afro-
Descendants, peoples with special 
education needs and human groups that 
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ANDEAN COMMUNITY OF 
NATIONS (CAN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 To promote inter-cultural dialogue 
Examples of activities related to “Education—Culture” 

 Preparation of common criteria for the development of an inter-
cultural vision in the school curricula.  To propose wit vision, reforms 
and modernization of Curricula, formation of teachers in inter-
cultural education, to incorporate indigenous peoples in the 
organizations and Afro-descendants in the formulation of education 
and teacher training programmes. 

 

inhabit urban-marginalized and rural 
zones. 

(XX IASHSG, M. del Plata, 09/2010)  
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CULTURAL MERCOSUR 
 
Cultural Integration Protocol of the 
MERCOSUR 
(Fortaleza, 12/16/1996) 

 

 
 Preference for the enrichment and diffusion of cultural 
and artistic expressions 
 To facilitate the circulation of cultural agents working on 
cultural kinds of projects 

Forum of the Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of cultural 
policies in the LAC (XXVII, 04/2010) 

 

 To promote public policy aimed at the free circulation 
of artistic works, assets and services among the Ministries of 
Culture, the Chanceries and the Ministries of Trade in each 
one of the countries, capitalizing the experience of the 
“MERCOSUR CULTURAL Seal” and the initiatives of 
CARICOM 

 
INTER-CULTURAL 

 DIALOGUE 
 (continuation) 

Forum of the Ministers of Culture 
and Heads of Cultural Policies of 
the LAC (XIV, 09/2005) 

 
 
New Programs: 
 
 Projects for the mobility of Ibero-
American Culture professionals (XX Conf 
IBMC, Lisbon, 04/2010) 
 
 To petition the SEGIB the formulation of 
regional Ibero-American strategy for inter-
cultural dialogue 
 
 
 
 

 It undertakes to promote the inter-cultural dialogue within 
the framework of universal human rights  

 

(“Lisbon Action Plan”, XIX IASHSG, 12/2009) 
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Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established  
 
UNASUR - COSECCTI 

 
 Regional integration via the articulation of public policy in the 
areas of action of the Council (Education, Cultural, Science, 
Technology and Innovation  

Forum of the Ministers of 
Culture and Officials in 
charge of cultural policies in 
the LAC (XII Forum, 03/2001) 
 
 

(“Action Plan”), 2001) 
 Cultural Integration: System of Cultural integration of the LAC, 
(SICLAC) 
 Cultural integration through the language :  courses I Spanish 
and English, indigenous languages, the most important languages 
of the region. 
 

SICA 
Second Special Meeting of 
Council of Cultural Authorities 
of the CECC (11/2910) 
 

 Design and execution of cultural policies favouring a shared 
Central American vision, diversity and cultural industries and the 
contribution of the culture to the socio-economic development 
 

ALBA 
Grand national Cultural ALBA 
Project (2008, VI Summit of 
the ALBA) 
 

 Tools of the ALBA designed to contribute to the transformation 
and unity of Latin America through culture 

 
CULTURAL 
INTEGRATION  

Meeting of Ministers of 
Culture of  MERCOSUR (XXXI, 
11/2010) 

 Objectives of the process of cultural integration: 

“Promotion of reciprocal knowledge, invigoration of the artistic 
manifestations, the values and idiosyncrasies of the people, 
respecting to the cultural diversity of each one of them”  
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Meeting of Ministers of Culture of 
the MERCOSUR (XXIV, 06/2007) 
 

 
 Highlighting the 
importance of the 
initiatives being 
implemented in border 
areas, conceived as 
cultural integrating 
spaces (the ARPA, a 
region shared by 
Argentina and 
Paraguay) (XXIV, 
Asunción,  15/06/07) 
 

 

 
CULTURAL 
INTEGRATION IN 
BORDER AREAS 
AND LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

ANDEAN COMMUNITY OF NATIONS 
 

Andean Council of Ministers of 
Education and Culture of Member 
Countries (Decision 594) 

 
 They make recommendations to governments, to establish mechanisms 
of consultation and consensus building with local governments in the 
promulgation of new legislation, regulations and financing for the cultural 
field 
(UCLG “ Agenda 21 of Culture”, 2010) 
 To celebrate a thematic meeting of Ministers who are related to the 
decentralization, territorial  and municipal policy of Ibero-American countries 
in 2011, with the purpose of promoting the “Ibero-American Charter of Local 
Autonomy” (XX Summit IGJEG, M. del Plata, 09/2010) 
 In collaboration with Argentina and the OEI, the celebration of the 
Second Ibero-American Forum of Ministers of Culture in the municipal and 
local environment (Argentina 2011) (XX Summit (IBJEG, M. del Plata, 09/2011) 
XX IASHSG, M. del Plata, 09/2010) 
 To take note of the process initiated by the Forum of Local 
Governments that approved an “Ibero-American Charter of Local 
Autonomy” (Referring to decentralization policy) 
(“San Salvador Action Plan”, XVIII Summit El Salvador, 10/2008) 
 To undertake specific actions in bordering countries to foster the inter-
change in shared cultural regions 
(“Valparaiso Declaration”, X Conf IBMC, Valparaiso, 07/2007) 
 To invite local governments (municipalities) to join the formulation and 
development of a local environment agenda which with the participation 
of community leaders, will allow the implementation of actions for a 
sustainable development (XVII IASHSG, Chile, 11/2007 
To promote the coordination of cultural policies of local governments that 
share the same territory 
 To implement cultural policies that have as an objective, the opening of 
public social media in the local environment and its development, in 
keeping with the interest of the community 

 To design and 
promote projects relative 
to education in border 
areas with an inter-
cultural aptness criteria, 
in the presence of 
peoples and indigenous 
communities 
 

(UCLG “Agenda 21 of Culture”, 2010) 
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Cultural programs and activities carried 
out by inter-regional multilateral 

organizations and other institutions with 
which cooperative links could be 

established  

CARICOM 
 Establishing relationships between cultural policy and 
those related to education 

SICA 
Objectives: 
 To intensify relations among the Central American 
peoples via cooperation in education and culture, for an 
integral development. 
 To include the cultural component in all processes of 

education 

SICA-Central American 
General Secretariat for the 
Coordination of Education 
and Culture  
(SG-CECC) 

Objectives:  
 To reduce significantly the high rate of illiteracy and raise 
the rate schooling among the peoples of the area. 
 Increasing the value of education as a human right, and 
its decisive participation in the processes of political, 
economic, social, and cultural development of peoples. 
 
Activities 
 Cooperation with Ministries, Universities and other 
institutions of education 
 Bilingual inter-cultural education (SG-CECC) 
 Regional program for occupation training and insertion 
into the labour market (SG-CECC) 
 Central American  Certificate of General Education (SG-
CECC) 

ALBA, Grand national 
Cultural ALBA Project 

 Plans for the creation of the Programme on the 
development of National Systems for Teaching of  the Arts  

 
CULTURE, 
EDUCATION AND 
PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING  

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC  

 To promote at the national and regional levels the 
professional training and certification of artists, technicians 
and culture managers through the invigoration of training 
programmes  

 

 Mar del Plata Declaration” (XX Summit 
IBJEG, M. del Plata, 09/2010) 
 “Increase and make efforts more efficient 
to achieve an education of quality for all, with 
social inclusion intra- and inter-cultures in the 
Ibero-American region 
 To assure the integral development and an 
intra-cultural scholarship, basically inter-
cultural, complete with conditions of equality 
and without discrimination 
  To invigorate the articulation between 
Ministries of Education and Culture 
 To seek the coming together of systems of 
higher education with programmes of scientific 
development, technology, environmental and 
cultural for our countries; including the 
incorporation of the ancestral and collective 
knowledge “ 
 
 “First Ibero-American Meeting on Artistic 
Education” (Mexico, 7-8/10/2010) (“Action 
Programmes”, XX IASHSG, M. del Plata, 
09/2010)  
 
 Virtual Training Courses, Escuela de las 
Culturas/Centro de Altos Estudios Iber-
Americanos, OEI) 
 (XII IACC, 0472009, Lisbon) 
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ANDEAN COMMUNITY OF 
NATIONS (CAN) 
 
Andean Council of Ministers of 
Education and Culture and 
Heads of Cultural Policy 

 

Basic Areas of Action  
 Education for a culture of integration:  Introduction to 
contents of the plans and school study programmes 
 
Activities: 
 Preparation and incorporation of common criteria for the 
development of an inter-cultural vision of the school 
curricula. 
 .Teacher training in inter-cultural education 
 Preparation of materials in native languages 
 Preparation of education guidelines for the classroom 
 To obtain an effective participation in the organization of 
indigenous peoples and of Afro-Descendant communities 
in the design of education programmes and in teacher 
training. 
 To propose with a criterion of inter-cultural new contents 
and perspectives for the reform and updating of the 
curricula 
 To design and promote projects relative to education in 
border area, under inter-culture criteria, with the presence 
of peoples and indigenous communities. 
 

CULTURAL MERCOSUR  
Meeting of Ministers of Culture of 
MERCOSUR (Conceptual 
agenda for Culture, XXIX, 11/09 
 

 To promote transversal policies between culture and 
education 
 

 

 
 
CULTURE, 
EDUCATION AND 
PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING 

 
Meeting of Ministers of Culture of 
MERCOSUR (Protocol of Cultural 
Integration of MERCOSUR) 
(Fortaleza, 1/16/96) 

) 

 To generate new instances of 
coordination between cultural and 
education policies 

(UCLG “Agenda 21 of Culture” 2010) 
 

 Research on the relationship culture-
sustainable development 
(UCLG “Agenda 21 of Culture”) 
 
 To approve the Program “Goals 2021, the 
education we want for the generation of the 
Bicentennials” 
(XX IASHSG, M. del Plata 09/2010) 
 
 To continue with the “Artistic, Cultural and 
Civic” Project in the framework of “Education 
Goals 2021”, of the OEI 
(XII IACC, 04/2009, Lisbon. 
 
Other  projects 
 
 Ibero-American Educational Television 
(TEIB). (XII IACC, 04(2002, Lisbon) 

To develop an artistic cultural and civic 
education programme that incorporates the 
different languages and artistic expressions, 
the cultural national and Ibero-American 
assets in cultural education  

 

 Common training of human resources for action  
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Cultural programs and activities 
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multilateral organizations and other 
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links could be established  

SICA, SG-CECC   Development of multilateral and national research 
programs 

Grand-national Cultural ALBA 
Project, Programme with the 
Caribbean (Cuba) 

 Research centred on the cultural manifestation of the 
region that contribute to its conception as a geo-political 
and socio-cultural community  

MERCOSUR CULTURAL  Research on common historical and cultural themes 

CARICOM – UWI Project  Through the UWI-CARICOM Accord, the decision-makers 
and the Caribbean Community have access to information 
and results of multiple investigations made by the University 
of the West Indies on different subjects. Related to the 
integration of the region and the activities of the CARICOM. 

ANDEAN COMMUNITY OF NATIONS 
(CAN) 

 The General Secretariat commissions research activities to 
institutions of the member countries and other Centres.  
There exists an important component centred on culture 
and education. 

Forum of Ministers of culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC  

 Collection 200” Project (Studies and publications related to 
the Bicentennials) 

 
STUDIES AND  

RESEARCH  

UNASUR – COSECCTI  To promote the coordination of initiatives and the 
exchange of experiences for the training, investigation and 
innovation of the bio-diversity and the adaptation and 
mitigation of climate change. 
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CARICOM 

 
 

 
Establishing relationships between 
the cultural policies and Science 
and Technology and Innovation 

 
Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural 
Policies in LAC (XXVII,(04/2010) 
 

 

 
New Programs: 
 
 Cultural, scientific and technological journalism seminar 
 Development and training of new disseminators of scientific culture 
(XII IACC, 04/2009, Lisbon) 
 
“... to seek the convergence of the systems of higher education with 
programmes of scientific development, technology, environmental 
and cultural of our countries, including the incorporation of ancestral 
and collective knowledge” (“Declaration of Mar del Plata” XX IASHSG, 
M. del Plata, 09/2010) 
 
 “Support for a culture of innovation” 
 To universalize the access to ICTs, and the development of 
digitalized contents 
 To propose the guarantee of transference of Technology to 
developing countries” 
(Declaration of Lisbon” XIX IASHSG, Lisbon, 12/2009) 
 
“Lisbon Action Plan” 
 Creation of a new programme for applied research and innovative 
technology that could contribute to a social and economic 
appropriation of knowledge that is more balanced  
 To design, develop and coordinate national public policy that is 
destined to the universalization of access to ICTs 
(XIX IASHSG, Lisbon, 12/2009). 
 

 
CULTURE AND 

SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY 

AND 
INNOVATION 
(Culture and 
cross-cutting 

issues) 
 

General Objective: To promote the 
education, culture, scientific, 
technological and innovation 
cooperation of the region  

UNASUR – COSECCTI 

 “Call upon governments to undertake actions as regards culture 
and science” (UCLG, 21 Agenda for culture”, 2010). 
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with which cooperative links could be established  

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC 
(XVII, 04/2010) 

 

 Culture and natural disasters 

 Culture and climate change 

UNASUR – COSECCTI  To promote the coordination for the 
training, investigation and innovation on 
conservation of the biodiversity and 
mitigation of climate change. 
 Meeting of Ministers of Culture and 
Environment to agree on the proposal o 
concrete action on common on transversal 
environments (Project for the first semester 
of 2011) 

SICA-CEPREDENAC  To strengthen local coordination in risk 
management and attention to high-risk 
areas (in Guatemala). Centre for the 
Prevention of Natural Disasters in Central 
America (CEPREDENAC) 

 

CULTURAL MERCOSUR   To promote cross-cutting Culture and 
Environmental policies 

 
CULTURE, 

NATURAL DISASTERS, 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

AND 
ENVIRONMENT 

(Culture and cross-
cutting issues) 

 

CARICOM  Establish cross-cutting links between cultural 
policies and relations with environmental 
protection. 

  Ibero-American Initiative on “Recovery of Ancestral 
Knowledge for Prevention of Natural Disasters (XX IASHSG. 
Mar del Plata, 09/2010) 

 Ibero-American Initiative on “Recovery of Ancestral 
Knowledge for Prevention of Natural Disasters” (UCLG, 
“Agenda 21 for Culture”, 2010) 

 Takes note of initiative “Yasuni ITT”, which seeks the 
exploration and development of alternate sources of 
income, to reduce non-sustainable exploitation of natural 
resources and optimize conservation of diversity. (XIV 
IASHSG, Lisbon 12/2009) 

 Conduction of the meeting of specialists in matters of 
disaster, for the creation of a simplified mechanism for 
natural disaster response. (with the support of Mexico and 
Spain) (“San Salvador Action Plan”, XCIII IASHSG, El 
Salvador, 10/2008) 

 SEGIB should convene a meeting of national experts for 
the preparation of an Ibero-American mechanism to 
respond to emergencies derived from natural disasters, as 
a consequence of climate change. (XVII IASHSG, Chile, 
11/2007) 

To call upon all governments to establish sections related 
with culture and the environment (UCLG, “Agenda 21 for 
Culture” 2010 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, 
regional and subregional 
organizations, integration 

mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried 
out by inter-regional multilateral 

organizations and other institutions with 
which cooperative links could be 

established  

UNASUR – COSECCTI)  Assessment of cultural contents in public and 
community TV 

 Forum on cultural contents in public and 
community Television of UNASUR 

 
 
Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Officials in charge of Cultural Policies 
in LAC (XVII, 04/2010) 

 

 Links between communication and culture are 
a top priority for the regional agenda  

 To promote knowledge in mass media, the 
visibility and dissemination of information about 
our cultures, historic and cultural memory. 

 To advocate for the democratization of 
access to the social media, the valuation of the 
cultural diversity and the freedom of expression 
in our peoples 

 

 
CULTURE AND 
MASS MEDIA  
(Culture and 
cross-cutting 
issues) 

ORGANIZATION OF IBERO-AMERICAN 
STATES (OAS) 
XII Ibero-American Conference of 
Ministers of Culture (Lisbon, 04/09) 
 

 Enhancement of the “IBERMEDIA” Programme 
 Ibero-American Educative Television (IAET) 
 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 

 

102 
Integra

tion and
 C

ooperation
Perm

anent Secretariat  

 

AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities 

Cultural programs and activities carried out 
by inter-regional multilateral organizations 

and other institutions with which cooperative 
links could be established  

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XVI 
Forum, 02/2010) 

 Establishes Cultural Information Systems of 
Mercosur (SICSUR) 

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XII 
Forum, 03/2001) 

 

 Establishes “Action Plan 2001”, the creation of a 
“Cultural Information System for Latin America” 
(SICLAC) 

 

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XVII 
Forum, 04/2010) 

 Consolidates the virtual networks (i.e., LAC 
Cultural Portal) to propitiate the coordination 
among the same to improve participation of 
each country 
 

 
CULTURAL 
INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS AND 
CULTURAL 
OBSERVATORIES  
 
 

UNASUR – COSECCTI  Consolidates the SICSUR tools as a platform and 
cultural information system for South America. 

 

 
 Management Information System of the 
Ibero-American Conference on Culture  
(XII IACC, 04/2009, Lisbon) 

 Meeting to Summarize Workshops on 
Cultural Information Systems (Ministry of 
Culture, Colombia, CAB and OAS 
Secretariat Technical, Bogotá, April 2007). 
Participants: UNESCO, Cultural Mercosur 
and Caribbean, Central American and 
South American Member States. The 
purpose was to design a common inter-
agency action plan to support cultural 
information systems in LAC. 

 Establish a Latin American Cultural Centre 
(XII IACC, 04/2009, Lisbon)  

 Establish coordination among the region’s 
Cultural Observatories (XI IACC, San 
Salvador, 05/2008)  
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms  

Activities / Guidelines 

Cultural programs and activities carried out 
by inter-regional multilateral organizations 

and other institutions with which cooperative 
links could be established  

 
Meeting of Ministers of 
Culture of MERCOSUR 
(XXIX, 11/2009) 
 

 
Strategic development of the MERCOSUR Cultural block for 
participation in international and multilateral agencies 
 

Grand-national Cultural ALBA 
(Venezuela) Project 

Participation in Forums and Social Summits, solidarity 
meeting and other scenarios of consensus 
Purpose: To strengthen relationships in the Network for the 
Defence of Humanity (especially Chapters ALBA) in various 
social movements 
 
 Relationship programs with  Entities and Multilateral 
Institutions (ALBA Cultural Fund ) 

Main objectives: 
 To foster actions that advocate inter-cultural dialogue 
and a culture of peace among the countries of the ALBA 
and of the region  as a whole 

 
INTERNATIONAL  
CULTURAL 
RELATIONS 

 Facilitate coordination of common positions of ALBA 
countries in multilateral institutions and promote their 
increased action in the cultural field 
 To foster greater knowledge of the work of the Cultural 
ALBA in international scenarios 

MERCOSUR CULTURAL 
(Protocol on Cultural 
Integration of MERCOSUR) 

 Promote joint cultural activities for presentation in  third 
countries  

 To petition the United Nations to stimulate the 
debate on the inclusion of culture as the fourth 
pillar and to promote the incorporation of culture 
in the design of international policies(UCLG 
“Agenda 21 of Culture”, 2010) 

 Alliances and activities  with UNESCO, AECID, 
European Union and other institutions. 

 Preparation and holding of regional meetings 
on culture (i.e., Asia-Pacific in 2011) (UCLG, 
“Agenda 21 of Culture”, 2010) 

 To collaborate with the UN High Representative 
for the “Alliance of Civilization and regional 
strategic development. (XX, IASHSG, Mar del 
Plata, 09/2010) 

 To urge SEGIB to collaborate with the Ministers 
of Culture and Chanceries of member countries, 
in conformity with its “Program of Policy, and 
Cultural Management and Diplomacy” destined 
to reinforce the insertion of culture in international 
relations, in the field of diplomacy and of 
horizontal cooperation. (IACC XIII, Bs. As., 
09/2010) 

 Diplomatic Archives Network RADI) (IACC, XII, 
Lisbon, 04/2009) 

 CARICOM – UWI Project  To provide leadership for critical international and 
regional themes for the repositioning of the Community in 
the emerging global context  

 To support the First Ibero-American Gathering 
of Cultural Diplomacy (Colombia, 2011) (IASHSG, 
Mar de Plata, 09/2010) 

 CARICOM Secretariat  Advisability of associating the Caribbean diaspora with 
the efforts of the CARICOM in the cultural environment  
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Forums, multilateral, inter-

regional, regional and 
subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Areas / Decisions/ 
Guidelines Activities Proposed topics  

 
INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION 

Forum of Ministers of 
Culture and Heads of 
Cultural Policies of the 
LAC 
(XIII, 11/2002) 

The Ministers coincided on the need to establish a 
dialogue with Representatives of the European Union, 
for the purpose of looking for a more efficient way of 
a mutual cooperation in the field of culture … 
exploring new possibilities of cooperation between 
both regions.” 
 
 To recognize the permanent support by the 
UNESCO 

 
 To charge the Presidency Pro-tem with   the design 

and subscription of an instrument of cooperation 
between the Forum and the UNESCO 

 
 

 To contribute to the development of the 
Articles of the Convention on the Diversity 
(UNESCO) on international cooperation 
 
(“Valparaiso Declaration”, X IACC 
(Valparaiso, 07/2007) 
 The International cultural cooperation 
based on the principal of reciprocity, 
constitutes an indispensable tool; promoting 
therewith the free circulation of artists and 
cultural operators. 
(UCLG, “Agenda 21 of Culture”, 2010) 
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 IBERO-AMERICAN CULTURAL SPACE 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional 
and subregional organizations, integration 

mechanisms 
Areas / Decisions/ Guidelines Activities Proposed 

topics  

Organization of Ibero-American  States 
(OIAS) 
 
XIII Ibero-American Conference of Ministers of 
Culture (Bs. As., 09/2010) 
 
XX IASHSG (Mar del Plata, 09/2010) 

 
 To promote actions by each one of the countries 

tending to the cultural development and to 
invigoration of the Ibero-American Cultural Space. 

 
To consolidate the Ibero-American 
Cultural Space via the three new 
axis of work 
 Culture and Social Cohesion 
 SMEs and Cultural industries 
 Cultural Diplomacy 
 
 
 

 

 
 

IBERO-AMERICAN CULTURAL CHARTER 
Forums, multilateral, inter-regional, regional 
and subregional organizations, integration 

mechanisms 

Areas / 
Decisions/ 
Guidelines 

Activities Proposed topics  

Ibero-American States Organization (IASO) 
 
XIII Ibero-American Conference of Ministers of 
Culture (Bs. As., (09/210) 
 
XII IACC. Lisbon, 04/2009 

º  
 To present in the first trimester of 2011 to SEGIB and OEI the observations 
made by the member countries on the document presented “A cultural project 
for the decade of the Bicentennials. The Development of the Ibero-American 
Cultural Charter” 
 To ratify and support the “Action Plan of the “Ibero-American Cultural 

Charter” 
 To develop public policies in consonance with the Action Plan for the 
“Ibero-American Cultural Charter”, relative to the social cohesion. 
(XVII IASHSG, Chile, 11/2007) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Activities  

Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and 
other institutions with which 
cooperative links could be 

established 
 
Forum of the Ministers of 
Culture and Officials in 
charge of Cultural Policies in 
LAC  
ALC (XVII, 04/2010)  
 

 
 “Promote the coordination of projects that are common and 
complementary among the CARICOM, the Central American 
Educative and Cultural Centre  CARICOM, the Coordination of 
Central American Education and Culture (CECC), Cultural Mercosur, 
ALBA Cultural, CAN, COSECCTI (UNASUR) and the UNESCO Regional 
Office” 
 To recognize the permanent support of the UNESCO 
 To instruct the Pro-Tempore Presidency to design and subscribe a 
cooperation instrument between the Forum and UNESCO 
 

UNASUR - COSECCTI  To promote the cooperation on education, culture, science, 
technology and innovation in the region. 

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XIV, 
09/2005) 

 It undertakes to “collaborate adequately, with other regional 
spaces, with the object of sharing interests with the Member States as 
a point of reference for decision-making aimed at achieving the 
cultural integration and development of an international solidarity in 
a cultural environment” 

SICA 
II Special Meeting of the 
Council of Cultural 
Authorities of the CECC/SICA 
(11/2010) 
 

 For the design of a “Regional Policy (consensual) 2011-2013, the 
methodology requires (for its financing) to explore possibilities with 
entities that have lines of regional cooperation with Spain, South 
Korea, Japan, Taiwan and the UE, among others, as well as with 
international entities) World Bank, IBD, PNUD, UNEDSCO, SEGIB, OEL, 
OEA and others) 

ALBA 
ALBA Cultural Fund  

It is recognized by the Forum of Ministers of Culture and Heads of 
Cultural Policies of the LAC as a mechanism for the development of 
Cultural Projects in the Americas, (XV 06/2007) 

 
INTER-REGIONAL 
COOPERATION IN 
LATIN AMERICA 

CARICOM 
Foundation of the Arts 

 As in the previous case, the Forum of Ministers of Culture and 
Heads of Cultural Policies of LAC, it is recognized. 

 

 

 
 



  
 
 
 

 

107

C
oord

ination and
 convergence of cultural integration   

in Latin A
m

erica and
 the C

aribbean  
SP/ /D

i N
°10-11 

 

AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Activities  

Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established 
 
Forum of the Ministers of 
Culture of the MERCOSUR 
(XXX, 07/2010 
 

 
 The MERCOSUR Cultural Fund is created 
Mercosur Cultural Fund 
Purpose: To finance programmes and projects that foment the 
creation, circulation, promotion, protection and dissemination of 
goods and services and of the diversity of cultural expressions that 
will contribute to the process of integration of the MERCOSUR 
 

 
FINANCING OF JOINT 

PROJECTS 

Conceptual Agenda for 
Culture in Mercosur (XXIX 
Meeting of Ministers of 
Culture of Mercosur, 
Montevideo, 11/2009) 

 Increase national budgets for culture in a sustained and 
cyclical way 

 Develop indicators and cultural satellite accounts 
 Strengthen mechanisms for promoting culture 

 
IDB Cultural Centre 
(Established in 1992. Mission: To promote 
culture as a component of development) 
 
Objectives: 
 Encourage activities of cultural 

development centres to disseminate 
cultural experiences, institutional or 
community that can be exploited 
locally or regionally 

 
 Preservation and Restoration of 

Cultural Heritage 
 
 Supporting the training of cultural 

managers, the recovery of traditions 
and development of crafts and visual 
arts, music, dance, theatre, literature, 
etc. 

 

 Argentina publishes “Cuentas Satelitales de Cultura. Primeros 
pasos hacia su construcción en el Mercosur Cultural (Satellite 
Accounts for Culture. First steps towards their establishment in 
Cultural Mercosur)" (XXIII, Meeting of Ministers of Culture of 
Mercosur, Rio de Janeiro, 2006) 

(There may be initiatives that require 
funding between US$ 3,000 and 10,000 per 
project (not including allowances for 
prizes or exclusive production of books, 
CDs, videos and films). 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Activities  

Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established 
 
UNASUR - COSECCTI  

 
 (To promote artistic creation): Identification and 
evaluation of financing instruments to sponsor cultural 
projects in UNASUR 
 Meeting with the Working Group on Financial Integration 
of UNASUR to secure funds for culture (scheduled for the first 
half of 2011) 
  

CARICOM  Organize a Fund (in coordination with different sources), to 
finance a broad series of programmes and projects (e.g. 
CARIFESTA events of historical facts, as well as infrastructure for 
cultural activities) 

 

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XII, 
03/2001) 

 Emphasis is made on “the importance of international 
organizations in financing cultural activities”; the Forum also 
“calls on these organizations to increase their cooperation in this 
area”. 

Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XIII, 
11/2002) 

 The ministers agreed on the need for dialogue with the 
representatives of the European Union to seek more effective 
ways of mutual understanding in the field of culture, while 
exploring new possibilities for cooperation between both 
regions. 

 
FINANCING OF JOINT 
PROJECTS  
 
 

SICA 
II Special meeting of the 
Council on Cultural Activities 
of CECC/SICA (11/2010) 

• In order to design a (consensus-based) regional policy for 
2011-2013, a funding proposal is made to explore opportunities 
with agencies that have regional cooperation lines with Spain, 
South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and the EU, among others, and 
with international organizations (World Bank, IDB, UNDP, 
UNESCO, SEGIB, OEI, OAS, etc.)  

OAS - Department of Education and 
Culture (DEC) and World Bank 

 "Funding and Resources for Culture in 
Sustainable Development. Learning 
Initiative of the World Bank 

Preparation of an inventory by the World 
Bank of policies and funding mechanisms 
for cultural development initiatives (with 
support from DEC-OAS) (WB, 2008) 

 

 SEGIB and OEI are entrusted with the 
study and completion by 2011 of a 
strategic plan for collaboration among 
private companies and institutions for 
financing cultural projects (XIII IACC, 
Buenos Aires, 09/2010) 

 
 SEGIB and OEI should design and 
promote the creation of a “Solidarity Fund 
for Cultural Cooperation”.  

(XIII IACC, Buenos Aires, 09/2010) 
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AREA/THEME 

Forums, multilateral, inter-
regional, regional and 

subregional organizations, 
integration mechanisms 

Activities  

Cultural programs and activities 
carried out by inter-regional 

multilateral organizations and other 
institutions with which cooperative 

links could be established 

ALBA/CARICOM:  
Forum of Ministers of Culture 
and Officials in charge of 
Cultural Policies in LAC (XV, 
06/2007) 

 Recognizes the ALBA Cultural Fund as a mechanism for 
developing cultural projects in the Americas, as well as the 
CARICOM Foundation of the Arts 

 

Cultural ALBA   Receives, develops and promotes joint cultural projects 
among the countries of the region 

 
 
FINANCING OF JOINT 
PROJECTS  
 

CULTURAL MERCOSUR 
Protocol on Cultural 
Integration of MERCOSUR 
(12/1996) 

 Finding sources of funding for joint activities through 
participation of international organizations, initiatives and 
foundations. 
 
 Obtaining technical assistance from competent 
international organizations 
 
 

 • To discuss and promote (in 
accordance with the budget) the 
creation of a Solidarity Fund for Cultural 
Cooperation 
(XX IASHSG, Mar del Plata 09/2010) 

 To support Ecuador’s initiative to raise 
funds for the creation of an Ibero-
American Cultural Centre, “Capilla del 
Hombre” (cultural legacy of Guayasamín)  
(XX IASHSG, Mar del Plata 09/2010) 
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	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
	1. Organization of the Document; guidelines
	According to the request made by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA, this study has the following purposes:
	a) Submit an analysis on the main projects and programmes that have been implemented in the area of culture in the region during the past few years as part of integration and cooperation processes;
	b) Prepare a critical balance of results and evaluate the perspective of these projects and programmes;
	c) Identify concrete action proposals related to projects for coordination and convergence in the field of cultural cooperation that contribute to the gradual progress in terms of social development and to cultural integration between the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.
	In fact, the analysis, evaluation and formulation of proposals on the activities that are being implemented in the field of integration and cultural cooperation within the Latin America and the Caribbean region force us to take into account, among other processes and factors, the context of considerable and rapid changes that are taking place in the international-transnational system in multiple dimensions. What are the main currents of thought and action in the field of culture and their links with development, science, technology, education, etc. that are expressed and that take shape in intergovernmental agendas, the agendas of international organizations and of civil associations? What is the role of culture in the different visions of geocultural spaces that are already part of the foreign policy of nations and regions?
	Similarly, in the intra-regional context it is crucial to include both the factors and the intentions that promote convergence, as structural and temporal factors resulting from historical guidelines, territories, use of resources, situations and legitimate interests that point to the convenient of adopting alternative and flexible actions and strategies that respect these critical aspects of diversity.
	In order to complete the list of the most relevant elements that have an effect on cultural integration and cooperation processes, it is worth mentioning that the countries that make up the Latin American and Caribbean region are also a part of different intra-regional and extra-regional associations and cooperation schemes. As an example, reference can be made – within the external framework – of those that belong to the Organization of American States (OAS) and/or to the Organization of Ibero-American States (OIAS). Being members of these organizations, these nations may submit projects and programs in different spheres that are superimposed or that lead to duplication of efforts. Conversely, they can also be very important sources of external cooperation.
	Likewise, for a considerable number of Member States of SELA, the global decisions regarding cultural policies are divided among a multiplicity of Summits of Head of States and Forums of Ministers and Authorities in the Field of Culture that act hemispherically, at an Ibero-American, regional and subregional level. These situations could hinder the possibility of having compatible approaches, policies and strategies. As a result, all this had to be taken into account when preparing the proposals included in this document.
	In view of the above and according to the mandate that has been received, the following factors and processes have been taken into account in preparing this study:
	• The need to think about cultural cooperation and integration of LAC in future scenarios (2010 - 2020)
	• The impact of global and regional changes and transformations on the region and its cultural policies
	• Current concepts of cultural diversity, identity and multiculturality, etc. 
	• Geopolitical and geocultural projects under way 
	• Regional / subregional specificities
	• Difficulties of institutional decision making processes
	• Asymmetries and differences in conceptualization, objectives, means and ways of making these projects a reality among the different integration schemes
	• Elements favouring international insertion and cooperation
	2. Inter-governmental forums and integration mechanisms, thought and praxis on culture (1980 - 2010 and beyond)
	In order to make a diagnosis and, subsequently, a critical analysis of the main cooperation projects and programmes dealing with the field of culture that have been implemented and that are underway in Latin America and the Caribbean, it is absolutely necessary to frame them within a specific historical context. The knowledge as may acquired and the evaluation as nay be made cannot be removed from the social, political, economic and cultural contingencies of the times we are living: the current phase of globalization of the international-transnational system.
	At another level, the analysis can be centred on analyzing the technical reason that is involved in the Programs. The fact that we circumscribe it to this dimension could limit the vision because it would basically answer the “how” to the detriment of the “why”. Bearing in mind what has been set forth, it is clear that it is convenient to supplement both frameworks of analysis. Within this context, it is absolutely necessary to take into account the background of the predominant vision of the role played by culture in the region in previous decades.
	As of the 1970s, the international community and Latin America and the Caribbean started to assign a significant role to culture – seen at that time as a factor that helped ensure development.
	Thus, some attempts at designing cultural policies and plans started to emerge in the region and they were conceived as sectoral aspects aimed at overcoming what was then referred to as the “Latin American and Caribbean underdevelopment”.
	During the subsequent decades, the effective and growing activity carried out in the Andean region as a result of the Andrés Bello Agreement, starting in 1971, was coupled in terms of political intervention, to the important role of culture in the process of integration assigned by the “Group of Rio” – a mechanism of consultation and political concerted actions that operates at a highest level – specifically in its two first meetings (Acapulco in 1987 and Punta del Este the following year). In these two meetings, mention was clearly made of the great value of the historical and natural patrimony; a wide relation and cooperation intra Latin America in the field of artistic and cultural creation, the strengthening of popular and traditional cultures and the growing access of all the social groups to those goods (Cornejo Polar, 1992, 12-13).
	The “Declaration of Uruguay” – within the framework of the Meeting of the Group held in 1988 – proposed was to set up a common market of cultural and educational goods that enables its free circulation; the establishment of cultural industries; facilitating the circulation of people related to cultural and educational activities; the struggle against the illegal traffic of goods; the exchange of technical experiences and the creation of the Popular Library of Latin America and the Caribbean, the “Latin American Fund for the Development of Culture and the Latin American Fund of Arts”.
	As can be clearly seen, these were excellent proposals that were the framework for the programs that would be implemented during the following years. Unfortunately, they were not addressed wit adequate continuity in this Forum during the subsequent years. Cultural topics were part of the agenda of this mechanism only in those two occasions and culture was attributed only a 0.9% share among the issues that were addressed during the next twelve years (Moneta, 2002).
	Ever since its first meetings (Brasilia, August 1989; Mar del Plata and Mexico, 1990), there was evidence of considerable progress in these proposals, both in conceptual and political terms: regional integration must start by acknowledging ethnic, cultural and linguistic plurality of the peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean. Likewise, the direct link of social development with culture and education is reaffirmed.
	During the 1990s and the first decade of this twenty first century, Latin America and the Caribbean suffered multiple and most diverse external and internal ravages that were closely interrelated. The globalization processes imply in-depth asymmetric interactions among States, societies and different transnational players that include their communications, their interpretation of reality and the senses that have been assigned to them.
	The acceleration of processes is coupled to an almost exponential increase in complexity. When faced with the paradigm of a “global market, society and culture”, that foster a media cultural standardization in wide social segments, the counterpart that emerges is the multiplication of identities and the fragmentation of discourses. 
	No doubt, culture is not left out of these processes. The geopolitical and geoeconomic dimensions of world power are now coupled to the geocultural dimension. Furthermore, the traditional attributes of military and economic power, along with the definitions made in territorial terms, are now coupled to the cultural space and the capacity and contents of communications – i.e., the “soft power” of culture.
	In short, throughout the past few decades, the Latin America and Caribbean region has gone through in-depth transformations. Besides the changes that have been evidenced in the institutional political models and the search for new modalities of insertion in the world economy, the system of social players is evidently restructured and this is evidenced in their critical resistance to the previous modalities of collective action. Similarly, the model of modernity associated to the prevailing western pattern that ruled our culture is being questioned in favour of the design of formulas of our own that are hybrid in nature (Garretón, 1999, 5).
	As mentioned above, there are still marked ethnical differences along with different ways of seen things and different objectives as related to policies and resources in regional and national scopes of Latin America and the Caribbean. Nevertheless, this multicultural heterogeneity in terms of time, context and priorities for action are not the obstacle that has to be overcome, but rather the concrete foundation based on which we can progress in building programs aimed at cultural development and integration.
	Conceptually, the perception of “diversity as a major obstacle” has already been replaced by “cultural diversity as wealth”. No only Latin America and the Caribbean, but the whole world, are learning gradually to attach it its due value.
	This is indeed a difficult area on account of the fact that the current challenges of pluriculturality in Latin America cover both our multiethnicity, and the multiculturality that emerges and is consolidated based on contemporary modalities of segmentation and organization of culture in industrialized societies. On account of the above, the living modalities and the thinking modalities that have been conceived and organized as related to the territorial dimension -be it local, national or regional- only account for a part of the cultural development: the other elements that are included come from a transnational system of production and dissemination of cultural contents that has no specific territory (García Canclini, 1994, 2 - 4).
	This is the wider and more complex framework where cultural programmes and activities in Latin America and the Caribbean must find a place.
	3. Continuity and change; similarities and differences; imbalances and rearrangements: culture in the projects and programmes of integration mechanisms 
	In spite of its limitations with respect to the universe it can have access to and by virtue of difficulties to access information sources and significant differences in the way in which its contents are treated and the scope they have, this selection enables us to determine an indicative framework of reference for evaluating the different programmes and projects.
	3.1  General observations
	• As a  whole, the programmes and projects that have been implemented by integration mechanisms during the 1990s are relatively small in number and are focused on the preservation of the cultural patrimony (most commonly the material patrimony), the support of the “Fine Arts” (Music, Theatre, Dance, Plastic Arts) and cultural traditions. In most of the cases, all these projects reflect the notion that still prevails in the countries of the region regarding culture and its role in development and integration.
	• As a result, despite early conceptual progress attained in this field (for instance: The Declarations of the “Rio Group”; the orientations and decisions of the Meeting of the Ministers of Culture and Officials in Charge of Cultural Policies in LAC) and the wealth of intellectual production – evidenced in documents and conferences –cultural issues still play a secondary role and are organized on the basis of traditional cultural criteria.
	• In general, there is evidence of an adequate level of congruence between the axes and programs that have been attached priority in each integration mechanism, and the situations and needs that are considered to be critical or relevant by the member countries in the area of culture. These axes do not only express coincidences but also the asymmetries and differences that are evidenced between the States in terms of needs that have not been yet met, specific situations faced by each nation and national development projects and external insertion projects.
	• During the first decade of the twenty first century, important conceptual changes took place along with a note worthy increase in the participation of culture in work programmes lead by integration mechanisms. In terms of contents, there is evidence that these programmes start to be designed in an attempt to give an adequate response to the new challenges of globalization. They stand out because they assign a relevant role and weight to the following topics: 
	Cultural diversity; identity; cultural rights; social cohesion and inclusion; migrations; native peoples, afro descendants and minorities; cultural industries; social memory and copyright; interactions of culture and education, the environment; cooperation, intercultural dialogue and regional cultural integration.
	Consequently, the agenda is both expanded and diversified. Nevertheless, this does not mean that those topics that are related to the material, non material and natural cultural patrimony loose significance: rather, they are still among the main axes.
	• The incorporation of these and other topics that will be addressed later ahead are indeed a promising update and expansion of the regional agenda in the field of culture. In spite of this fact, their distribution among the different integration mechanisms is quite asymmetric. Some of them have made a considerable progress in the field of “new topics” (for instance: cultural industries; cultural projection towards other countries; the creation of alliances; public policies for mass media; articulation of efforts between States, independent organizations and companies); while others still gravitate around more traditional issues or are still concentrated on a limited number of areas (as could be the case of education and culture) due to very legitimate reasons and needs.
	• It is worth stating that the perception of these processes can be modified to a certain degree if the vision also includes some member countries individually. In fact, each integration mechanism has among the countries that make it up one or several nations that have the capacity to act as centres for organizing projects within the framework of each mechanism and that could partly help reduce these asymmetries, in view of the factors that prevail in their territories.
	• Finally, despite the important progress that has been made, there are still imbalances between the relevant growth that have been achieved in conceptual projects of cultural issues and their limited implementation, when considering the needs that are still present.
	• In other words, the past inequality is still maintained (Radl 2000:27) as to the weight assigned to the economic and cultural dimensions in the development and integration processes. 
	3.2  Specific Observations: Objectives, Programs and Projects
	• When we analyze as a whole the “Objectives, Programs and Projects” of the different integration mechanisms and intergovernmental forums included the Matrix that is part of this work section (see Appendix I), it is quite clear that there are no contradictions between them. Nevertheless -and as could have been expected- a different emphasis is placed on the significance attached to one or the other topic, or else, there is a more limited number of objectives and activities.
	• Hence, the following are included under the same common denominator though from different approaches and with different scopes and degrees of emphasis: identity; protection, safeguard and social appropriation of the Cultural and y Natural Patrimony and cultural diversity (including the preferential role assigned to native peoples, afro descendants and those of other origin); cultural tourism; migrations; intercultural  dialogue; cultural rights and the democratic building of citizenship; copyright; social inclusion and cohesion; the strengthening of cultural institutions; the development of cultural industries; links between education and culture and education and sustainable development; the will to incorporate more fully and actively the participation of different stakeholders of the community and of strengthening and deepening cooperation via common and supplementary projects between the different LAC countries within the framework of their regions and the mechanisms they belong to.
	• With respect to the Programs and Projects (the convergence and concrete coordination of which will be addressed in the next section) and as related to most of the topics that have been mentioned above, different projects and actions have been implemented (among them: forums, studies, inventories, etc.), all with a subregional coverage. Even bearing in mind the unavoidable requirements for specificities that emerge in this respect, there is evidence that there is still a wide field for their coordination within a wider scope (whether the latter is, or not, regional). This coordination would bring about important advantages in terms of economy of resources and efforts; mutual knowledge; exchange of experiences and generation of common or concerted positions.
	On the other hand, when analyzing in detail the “Objectives and Programs” of each regional mechanism, we can point at and emphasize the following aspects that would be specially convenient to bear in mind for new initiatives or for ensuring coordination and convergence in the field of cultural cooperation within the framework of regional integration.
	I.3.2.1 Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) – South American Council of Education, Culture, Science, Technology and Innovation (COSECCTI)
	• This initiative clearly expressed the purpose of reducing regional and subregional asymmetries in the fields of education, culture, science and technology and innovation. This objective is especially significant for LAC and with this approach it can be a wide base for joint preparation of intra Latin American and Caribbean cooperation projects that combine extra regional cooperation contributions, as deemed convenient.
	• When it refers to cultural industries, it covers economic aspects, as well as those related to a global human development. This binding inclusion of both dimensions does not emerge – or does not emerge clearly – when addressing the topic in other mechanisms when we consider the impact of cultural industries.
	Hence, it seems adequate to emphasize both aspects when preparing the text on cultural industries that will be submitted and the subsequent evaluation of the topic during the meeting that will be held in Costa Rica.
	• It emphasizes – as was also the case of the Cultural MERCOSUR and CARICOM – the need to aim cooperation at cross sectional relations of culture. Education, science, technology and innovation are among those mentioned. Within this framework, it also attaches value to cooperation in research and training on sustainable development, biodiversity and climate changes.
	This topic is a relevant contribution to the preparation of a cooperation agenda that is adequate for facing the challenges that will be appearing during the coming decades. (In view of the fact that COSECCTI has only started implementing its tasks very recently, most of the activities that it will launch will be implemented in 2011).
	I.3.2.2 Forum of Ministers of Culture and Officials in Charge of Cultural Policies in LAC 
	• The role played by the Forum “as a space for intensifying coordination, dialogue, agreements and consensus between countries” is ratified. It seems that this statement should be taken into account as related to that complex web that is the institutional framework for adopting decisions in Latin America and the Caribbean.
	• It clearly states its purpose “of fostering the coordination of common and supplementary projects between CARICOM, CECC-SICA, Cultural MERCOSUR, Cultural ALBA, CAN, COSECCTI-UNASUR and the Regional Office of UNESCO”.
	• Similarly, it expresses its intention to collaborate with other regional spaces “so that the interests that are shared by the Member Countries are a point of reference for making decisions aimed at attaining cultural integration”. These positions offer a relevant and promising space for coordination and political support for cultural cooperation and integration efforts.
	• It is aimed at meeting the “Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for the region” 
	This seems to be the only instance within the regional framework that is analyzed in this study that refers to the MDGs. Clearly, under these circumstances it is not possible to analyze in-depth this topic. Nonetheless it is worth pointing at its major significance, because when the UN prepared its MDGs, the relevant role that cultures plays was not taken into account in order to comply with these goals.
	On account of the reasons mentioned above, it seems quite adequate to include this topic in the cultural cooperation agenda that is being prepared prior consultation with the pertinent institutions in the Member States.
	I.3.2.3 Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
	• In this specific case, we are dealing with an agenda that has been more widely referred to. Aware of the key significance of the cultural heritage of the Caribbean peoples -specifically the wealth of their cultural diversity- for the economic and social development of the region, CARICOM strongly emphasizes the development of cultural industries as an adequate strategy to this effect.
	• Special mention should be made of the significance of creating links between culture and education, science and technology, the environment, tourism and industrial development. 
	• CARICOM has contributed with significant experiences to the organization of artistic festivals (CARIFESTA), Funds for the Arts and alliances with institutions that operate in the field of knowledge (UWI-CARICOM Project). 
	I.3.2.4 Central American Integration System (SICA) – General Secretariat of Education and Cultural Coordination of Central America (SG – SECC)
	• As in the previous case, the agenda of SICA in the field of culture is focused on a group of clearly defined objectives. When we analyze them it is possible to determine that the relation between culture and education acquires a relevant value. In this field, due value is attached to education as a human right. Among its main objectives, mention can be made of raising the rates of schooling and reducing those of illiteracy. 
	• The regional cultural policy (consensus - based) that is being prepared for the 2011 - 2013 period presents –similar to what is evidenced in Cultural ALBA and the Forum of Ministers of Culture of LAC- as a differentiating element, the purpose of developing a “Culture of Peace”.
	I.3.2.5 Andean Community of Nations. Andean Council of Ministries of Education and Culture and Principals in Charge of Cultural Policies (CAMEC)
	CAMEC also emphasizes the link between culture and development and highlights the projects on education and culture that have been included in the “Integrated Plan for Social Development”, as well as in the education for a culture of integration.
	1.3.2.6 Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our America (ALBA), Grand National Cultural ALBA Project
	• This has been conceived as a tool for “contributing to the transformation and unity of Latin America through culture”. It also foresees countless actions aimed at ensuring Latin American and Caribbean unity, both at a governmental level and within the framework of the different societies of the region. It develops multiple tasks for the development of joint projects in the field of cultural industries and training. Likewise, it has started an important program of international cultural relations that comprises the following: i) its participation in social forums and summits; ii) actions in forums organized for intercultural dialogues and for encouraging a culture of peace between the members of ALBA and the rest of the countries in the region, iii) the concerted action of ALBA countries in multilateral organizations and fostering actions in the cultural arena in these countries.
	• The creation of a program of international cultural relations is one of the contributions of ALBA that should be taken into account together with what was planned and implemented by Cultural MERCOSUR and CARICOM and the experience that some countries of the region have in this field (for instance: Colombia, Mexico and the countries of MERCOSUR), so as to design a regional program aimed at this field. 
	I.3.2.7 Cultural MERCOSUR 
	• Cultural MERCOSUR added the following to the proposals and experiences of the Latin American and Caribbean region as a whole: a) the need to design cultural plans that include short, medium and long term strategies; b) the promotion of Cultural Satellite Accounts; and c) the implementation of cross sectional policies (combining culture with education, health, social development and the environment); d) the creation of the “MERCOSUR Cultural” seal to facilitate the transit of cultural goods between the countries in the region; and e) the development of (joint) strategies for participating in forums, as well as in international and multilateral organizations.
	I.3.2.8 Latin American and Caribbean Economic System (SELA)
	• Among the institutions of the region, SELA has a relevant position and can act as a mechanism for the promotion, development, consultation and coordination of a Regional Program for Coordination and Convergence aimed at the Cultural Integration of Latin America and the Caribbean, on account of its competences as derived from its Constitutional Convention.
	• Besides the actions implemented in the field of culture as per the instructions of the Latin American Council of SELA, the Permanent Secretariat has launched several programs and projects in the field of the social dimension of integration and development (for instance : the reduction of poverty; higher education; social development; migrations, etc.). This area has important spaces for coordination a cooperation link with culture.
	• Based on the above and on the significance attached to these topics by the countries and regional integration mechanisms, it is deemed convenient to take into account the possibility of linking the projects implemented in the social area of development to those areas that correspond to Cultural Programs under consideration in this document.
	I.3.2.9 Andean Development Corporation (CAF)
	• CAF has already acted quite constructively in different cultural projects and programs that are linked to different aspects of regional integration and sustainable development. Here we find an important space for negotiation and management of financial cooperation for different projects and programs that favour cultural integration in the region.
	I.3.2.10 Latin American Integration Association (ALADI)
	• From the regional point of view, the “Regional Agreement on Cooperation and Exchange of Goods in the Fields of Culture, Education and Science” is a platform (that is still being used quite weakly by its Member Countries) for moving forward – even gradually – to meeting its main purpose: the creation of a common market of cultural goods and services (First Article).
	II. INITIATIVES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR COORDINATION AND CONVERGENCE IN THE AREA OF CULTURAL COOPERATION WITH A LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN SCOPE 
	According to the terms of reference of this study, this section shall identify courses of action likely to generate projects of articulation and convergence in the area of Latin American and Caribbean cultural cooperation. Its purpose is to contribute to social development and cultural integration of the countries of the region.
	To that end, we have developed Matrix No. 2, included in Annex 2, entitled “Ibero-American, hemispheric, multilateral and non-governmental organizations: Guidelines, decisions and activities in the area of cultural development and cooperation”, and Matrix No. 3, included in Annex 3, called “Integration mechanisms and multilateral and regional organizations in LAC: Programs and activities that could be available with external cooperative relations Integration”. The latter matrix shows, apart from the activities carried out within LAC, those conducted by inter-regional organizations which involve a large number of countries in the region (e.g. OEI and OAS), as well as multilateral organizations (e.g., IDB) and non-governmental organizations (e.g. United Cities and Local Governments - UCLG).
	Subsequently, we shall proceed to improve this proposal, incorporating (see Chapter III) a selection of priority issues for LAC in the cultural field arising from both the analysis of existing trends and emerging processes taking place in medium-term scenarios (2010 - 2020)
	In all cases observed, there is a large potential of technical and financial resources, as well as ongoing experiences and processes in the cultural field, which can be linked, with mutual benefit, by way of projects and cooperative action. The articulation of these spaces according to criteria and decisions made promptly would substantially broaden the support base and the scope of influence of the programs and projects, as well as their chances of obtaining funding.
	1. Identification of concrete proposals for action 
	Any selection of initiatives and projects involves risks as well as a commitment of stakeholders. The latter comes with clarity and strength of the statements and decisions from the highest levels of government of member countries. Even with the necessary political support, various difficulties must still be overcome, which were identified during the first part of this study:
	a) Issues relating to the plurality of membership of States, that form part of various integration schemes, and existing decision and inter-governmental cooperation mechanisms, which sometimes show overlapping responsibilities and jurisdictions; and b) asymmetries as regards development, as well as human, material and technological resources. 
	Attention to the difficulties mentioned above is the responsibility of governmental decision-making bodies and integration mechanisms. Therefore, they will not be considered in this study, although they should be mentioned, since they affect the feasibility of programs and projects.
	For the first factor, we will take into account the criterion of a "dialogue between mechanisms under a flexible and pragmatic approach" (Document of the “Plan of Action of Montego Bay"), and for the second, “the application of special and differential treatment to less developed countries."  Indeed, a relevant consideration in the selection will be that wherever possible, it helps to reduce existing imbalances.
	With clear guidance on these issues, the adopted criteria for selection represent a hybrid formula which seeks – with variations in the specific importance assigned to each factor, as applicable – to take into account the following aspects: 
	a) Degree of interest and priority assigned to the Program or Project by governments; 
	b) Programs and projects that, while they may have a different level of support, form part of the agendas of most regional integration mechanisms; 
	c) Programs and projects that incorporate strengthen or complement the presence of issues and actions of the new generation of challenges facing the region in the cultural field, not included or that have limited participation in the framework of the “traditional agenda." 
	Finally, note that programs and projects to be proposed along this Chapter and the next (apart from those already suggested in the previous chapter) are just examples of the many possibilities arising from the elements provided by Matrix No. 3 and Chapter III. For these reasons, we have not tried in this paper to cover all alternatives that are convenient or necessary and are presented as feasible and sustainable.
	Similarly, it is worth explaining that Matrix No. 3 (See column “Cultural programs and activities carried out by inter-regional multilateral organizations and other entities with which cooperative links could be established") supports the incorporation of a wide range of NGOs, foundations, civil society associations, social movements, international and multilateral organizations, countries, companies and other actors, as potential participants, partners and counterparts to programs and projects that will ultimately be realized. Such is the case, as an example, of the “International Network on Cultural Policy” (INCP) or (informal) international forums comprising senior officials in charge of culture. Therefore, the possibilities of enhancing the offer of technical cooperation, financial assistance and political and social support can be expanded to a considerable extent.
	Matrix No. 1 shows that each integration mechanism has organized its work from vectors and axes that take into consideration courses of action and priority issues.
	Bearing in mind this organization of tasks, which supports the identification of common "collecting" vectors (e.g., cultural heritage, diversity, identity, culture and cross-links, human resource training, social inclusion and cohesion, international cultural relations, funding, etc.), and the emphasis on specific topics (e.g., migration, cultural information systems), we have proceeded, in order to facilitate our task, to group together in Matrix No. 3 the diverse universe of ongoing activities, around the following eight main "collecting" areas:
	• Natural, Material and Immaterial Heritage, Memory and the Diversity of Cultural Expressions: includes natural, material and immaterial heritage; Diversity of Cultural Expressions, Social Memory, Cultural Legal Protection, Brokers, cultural routes and cultural tourism.
	• Social inclusion and cohesion: including indigenous cultures, of African descent and Minority Groups, Migrants and Immigrants and Youth.
	• Regional and Sub-regional Identity: includes Cultural Integration, Intercultural Dialogue and Cultural Integration in local and border areas. 
	• Culture, Education and Training: includes Culture, Education and Professional Training, Studies and Research. 
	• Culture and cross-cutting issues, including Culture and Science, Technology and Innovation, Culture and Media, Culture and Natural Disasters, Climate Change and Environment.
	• Information Systems and Cultural Observatories.
	• International Cultural Relations: includes Foreign Cultural Relations, International Cooperation and Interregional Cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean; Ibero-American Cultural Charter and Ibero-American Cultural Space. 
	• Financing of Joint Projects 
	Bearing in mind this framework, after examining the number of issues incorporated in each of the eight major collector areas, the following proposals emerge: 
	II.1.1. Natural, Material and Immaterial Cultural Heritage, Memory and Diversity of Cultural Expressions 
	- Project: REGIONAL PROGRAM OF LEGAL CULTURAL PROTECTIO 
	Presentation: COSECCTI (UNASUR) has initiated a project with its 12 Member States (see Mat. 1 and Mat. 3, pp. 2-7) in the area of "Cultural Legal Protection" which includes Cultural Rights (indigenous peoples, of African descent, minorities, etc.) Protection of traditional and popular knowledge and expressions, intellectual property and other issues, striving to eliminate discrimination and racism. 
	Suggested Coordination: COSECCTI and institutions and mechanisms of integration of LAC, to be appointed.
	- Project: REGIONAL PROGRAM ON MEMORY SOCIAL, CULTURAL HERITAGE AND DIVERSITY OF CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS 
	Presentation: COSECCTI (UNASUR) has initiated a project (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 2-7) which seeks to promote the recognition, valuation, protection, safeguarding and social appropriation of Cultural Heritage, as well as Diversity of cultural expressions of the peoples of the region. It incorporates issues and activities focused on exchange of information on census, records, inventories and information systems on cultural heritage and the strengthening and expansion of social memory. 
	Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, OAS.
	Suggested Coordination: COSECCTI could act as a core part of a Coordinating Group for the issues listed above, in a joint effort with other integration mechanisms and regional entities. The projects and activities within the field of art, festivals, etc, seem to require their organization in agreement with CARICOM, ALBA Cultural, SICA and other integration mechanisms and entities. In this context, various countries could make substantive contributions (e.g. Training Centre and Observatory for Heritage Management, Brazil).
	- Brokers / Cultural Routes and Cultural Tourism (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 8-9)
	Taking into account the specificity of these issues, which require a national and sub-regional treatment, a possible way for cooperative relationship might focused on the preparation of Seminars and Workshops on exchange of experiences, procedure manuals and identification of connection axes.
	II.1.2. Social inclusion and cohesion
	- Project: BASIS FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION AND COHESION PROGRAMMES
	Presentation: Taking into account the work done by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA regarding the "Social Dimension of Integration. Guidelines for an Action Plan on matters of Health, Education and Employment" (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pg. 10), in case that the impact of cultural factors on the different components of the SELA program is not included, we suggest to carry out studies to examine this issue. Based on its findings and recommendations, new activities could be defined. 
	Also, SICA-SECC, with the cooperation of different countries, has conducted workshops and seminars on “The role of Art as a strategy for the preservation of social violence” and on “Youth Culture and Violence”.
	- Indigenous Cultures, of African descent and Minority Groups
	In addressing this issue (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp 11-12) noteworthy are: CAN, Cultural ALBA, SICA and CARICOM. In MERCOSUR, particularly Bolivia, Paraguay and Brazil. 
	In this context, a suggestion is made to advance in the connection and exchange of experiences arising from the various programs and projects. For example, Brazil under Cultural MERCOSUR develops a major program on Afro-descendants, but also works with Paraguay, Bolivia and Argentina in projects relating to the Guaraní people. The CAN has an important "Andean Intercultural Program" and SICA carries out the project “Caribbean-Central American Cultural Corridor."
	- Migrants and immigrants
	Project: IBERUTAS. “ROUTES OF ACTIVE MEMORY” 
	Presentation: The 20th Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government, (Mar del Plata, 09/2010), approved the program "Iberutas,” initiative by Argentina that was supported by the Cultural MERCOSUR member countries. (See Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp 13-14).
	The main objective of this program is to organize different field studies and prospective research linked to immigration that, although including flows to and between other regions and countries, are particularly focused on Ibero-America. 
	Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: For this program it would be appropriate to have the support of Spain and Portugal and establish forms of partnership with the Project, which falls in the field of action of OEI.
	The OAS and UCLG could also make contributions.
	Suggested coordination: We suggest the formation of a Coordination Group, which could have as technical secretariat the Permanent Secretariat of SELA. 
	- Youth 
	Presentation: The Forum of Ministers of Culture and Responsible for Cultural Policy of LAC decided (XVII Forum; 04/2010) to create a plan for job placement of youth, including employment in ICTs. For its part, the OEI has launched an "Ibero-American Plan of Cooperation and Integration of Youth 2009 – 2015" (XIX JEG Summit, Lisbon 12/2009) (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, p. 15).
	1.3. Regional and Sub-regional Identity 
	Presentation: There are projects and programs in CARICOM, SICA, CAN, Cultural ALBA and Cultural MERCOSUR, showing an uneven coverage of the issue, although there are numerous statements of political commitment in favour of the affirmation of identity in all sub-regions. (See Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 16 - 17).
	- Intercultural Dialogue
	There are already initiatives under negotiation to extend this to the countries of the "Expanded MERCOSUR", which – if it comes to fruition – would cover most of South America. 
	- Cultural integration
	Presentation: In addition to the "LAC Cultural Information System" and various projects being carried out at the sub-regional level, we suggest exploring the issue of coordination of public policies for regional integration proposed by COSECCTI for its Work Programme (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 20).
	- Cultural Integration in Border Areas and Local Development 
	Project: Regional Programme on cultural integration in border areas and local development
	Presentation: Border regions have great importance in the cultural integration process. The project places intercultural dynamics in a different frame of reference, which decides what is similar and what is different; it affects our sense of interdependence and identity. 
	Also, progress has been made in the process of decentralization from central governments and increase of local autonomy, having an impact on the cultural processes and sustainable development. 
	In particular, we should consider: 
	Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project: OEI, UCLG (Agenda 21 for Culture).
	Suggested Coordination: Organization of a Coordinating Committee comprising representatives of all integration mechanisms.
	1.4. Culture, Education and Professional Training
	Presentation: The Culture-Education axis has a strong development in most LAC regions, particularly in the SICA and CAN (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, pp. 22-23). While in SICA the objectives are focused on reducing illiteracy and increasing school enrollment rates, the CAN has a major program on "education for integration" and the Cultural ALBA and Cultural MERCOSUR, on the professionalization of artists, technicians and cultural creators.
	In this context, there are valuable initiatives in the field of intercultural programs which focus on indigenous peoples. From programs that are based on the inclusion of bilingual language and incorporation of ancient knowledge to a paradigm of Western education, they promote the creation of fully indigenous universities, i.e., organized and led by indigenous people, with programs designed within their societies (Mato, 2011).
	- Studies and research
	Project: COOPERATION BETWEEN INTEGRATION MECHANISMS AND KNOWLEDGE INSTITUTIONS (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, p. 24).
	II.1.5. Culture and Cross-Links: Science, Technology and Innovation, Natural Disasters, Climate Change and Environment. Development of Projects on Science and Technology and Climate Change/Environment with Culture.
	- Culture and Media
	II.1.6. Cultural Information Systems and Cultural Observatories
	II.1.7. International Cultural Relations 
	•  Contribute to position LAC as a region of wide diversity and cultural wealth in the international context. 
	•  Develop and strengthen the Latin American Cultural Space, providing it with a strong cultural projection vector. 
	•  Achieve an equitable, harmonious and sustainable articulation with the countries of the Iberian Peninsula in the gradual formation of an Ibero-American Space. 
	•  Expand the possibilities of obtaining financial, technical and political resources for the cultural sector in LAC.
	•  Promote and facilitate the development of national agendas in the cultural field in  the international framework. 
	Extra-regional actors to whom we could link the Project (according to issues and the assessment by the member countries): OEI, UCLG.
	- International and Inter-regional Cooperation
	Presentation: As seen, the guidelines issued by the Forum of Ministers of Culture Responsible for Cultural Policy of LAC and Forums of authorities in different regions (see Mat. No. 1 and Mat. No. 3, p. 30), there is a clear willingness to strengthen cooperative ties in the field of culture with the EU and with other regions and countries. 
	II.1.8. Joint Project Financing 
	III. SOME RELEVANT FACTORS THAT WILL HAVE A INFLUENCE ON THE EVOLUTION OF THE GLOBAL SYSTEM (2010-2020)
	1. Complexity and dimension of ongoing changes
	The crisis depicts financial capitalism at its best: it unveils its goals, values, ideology and praxis. Despite its brutal impact – it pushed more than 55 million people into poverty in 2008 – continues the implementation of the “market logic” in the global context. That logic works in harmony with the “financial logic”; both of them are part of the dominant economic culture in most parts of the world. 
	III.1.1 One factor to take into account: the culture of Economic Organizations 
	III.1.2 Thinking of the complexity of global transformations from Latin America and the Caribbean: a task for culture
	The changes are even more obvious and profound in the realm of the symbolic. Globalization has helped to dismantle partially (as others continually emerge), isolationist and ultra-nationalistic views; cultural pluralism advances, not without difficulty, to overcome the Western ethnocentric view. It is recognized in this historical moment that all cultures are contemporary and equal in dignity (Perez Lindo, 1998, 81), even if states and societies are still far from realizing it in practice, as evidenced by the serious conflicts that occur in the field of migration.
	III.1.3  Changes in the distribution of power in the international system: the “emerging” powers 
	•     China, India, Russia and Brazil are strengthened and legitimized as new relevant actors in the global scene, while other countries affirm their regional positions. In this respect, major international banks and consulting firms are now announcing a new group of “emerging markets” that would join the BRIC group, composed of Indonesia, South Korea, Mexico, Egypt, Taiwan and Turkey (BBVA, 2011).
	•  Similarly, new sectoral associations of “South” countries might emerge, e.g. the emergence of the “biodiversity powers,” which – very much in ‘BRIC’ style – strive to increase their ability to guide certain global processes.
	The possible consequences of these developments could be: 
	II.1.4 Integration and Inter-regionalism 
	• There is a growing differentiation between the viability and autonomy of action that the different processes of regional and subregional integration have in the various regions of the world, as well as a significant expansion of inter-regionalism. 
	This expansion is not limited solely to the creation of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) among countries or integration mechanisms from different regions. There will be new forms of building complex and multidimensional links among the regions.
	III.1.5 Intellectual Property 
	• The pressures and use of mechanisms, by developed countries, for the implementation of various standards will increase, in particular the ones concerning the protection of intellectual property (IP). Efforts in this regard will focus on ICTs, biotechnology, nanotechnology and their areas of convergence.
	While this is an issue that is now fully included in the external agendas of LAC, it would be desirable to undertake joint studies on evolution scenarios that already suggest that profound changes in their nature, fields and application form will be introduced.
	III.1.6 Metacities and Megalopolis 
	• There is a clear trend towards the concentration of population, especially in the developing world, in large urban units. The generation of "Megalopolis" and “Meta-Cities" mostly located in developing regions, will present an unprecedented situation in terms of agglomeration (in LAC there will be two "Metacities" (population over 20 million), Mexico City and Sao Paulo, and two "Megalopolis" (population among 10 and 20 million), Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro. 
	• This will give rise to complex social, management and resource problems that can lead to a strong increase of the situations of disruption and social and political instability. The agglomeration of people in gigantic urban structures is a challenge of a high order. It will require a complex and multidimensional coordination of efforts to improve living conditions, health, education and culture of a large percentage of its inhabitants.
	Cultural policies are vital in these situations over a very broad spectrum that ranges from the preservation of the historic and intangible heritage and the action in the social sphere, to the ability to generate new approaches, processes, behaviours and aesthetics. 
	In sum, the challenge of Metacities and Megalopolis advises to think about the design and implementation of a Cultural Action Program conceived from a systemic regional view that harmoniously and integrally articulates the efforts of governments, local authorities, cities and local governments social organizations, funding institutions, integration mechanisms and multiple other agencies and stakeholders (e.g. United Cities and Local Governments - UCLG).
	III.1.7 Demography, Economically Active Population and Migrations
	• The high aging rates recorded in developed countries and areas (e.g. Japan and the EU, but not in the U.S.) affects their growth potential (e.g. pension costs, health, labour reduction) while increasing the population of working age in developing countries.
	• The evolution of the global economy, the demographic characteristics of the population, the labour situation, competitiveness and migrations are intimately and intricately linked. For example, during the next decade the European Union must solve a problem that affects it seriously. Demographically, its growth relies more heavily in the successive incorporation of immigrants that in its own demographic factors, which act as obstacles (aging population, low birth rate). From now until 2020, it is likely that the EU will need to relax its immigration policies, since it should incorporate about 1,400,000 people annually in order to continue with the current rates of population of working age and maintain its chances of competitiveness against the U.S. and other countries. More than two million would be necessary to join each year in order to modify its current demographic rates.
	•     Otherwise, in 2020 the EU countries, except for Ireland, would have negative growth rates. In this context, it can expected that Spain, Portugal and Italy preferably resort to Latin American and Caribbean migration quotas, while other members of the Union receive the contribution from the Eastern European migration, from the area of the Baltic  and the Mediterranean. In the case of Latin America and the Caribbean, depending on economic developments, it is possible foresee an increase of internal migration to some countries of MERCOSUR and to the United States.
	• In general, greater use of restrictive policies on illegal immigration and increased requirements for legal compliance, particularly the South-North flows, can be expected. (In this case, the human resources formed by highly qualified professionals would have their entry promoted). It is reasonable to also expect an increase in South-South migration flows.
	In sum, the demographic trends in the coming decades will significantly influence, among other aspects, the future of the global economic situation and the various regions, and hence, the possibilities of growth and development. In view of the foregoing and taking into account the already serious problems that have arisen for LAC in immigration matters, undertaking joint projects, or at least coordinated, among the different mechanisms of integration of LAC-as has been pointed out-becomes a matter of priority . There are already projects like IBERUTAS that can serve as a basis for this purpose.
	III.1.8 Environment, natural resources and global warming (UN et al, 2009)
	• The inappropriate use of non-renewable resources and the polluting industrialization deepens the phenomena of loss of biodiversity, climate change, environmental degradation and alteration of ecosystems. There is an increase of technological innovation, production and services dedicated to solving these problems. There is also a rise in the water scarcity and the asymmetry of its distribution, generating intra and interstate conflicts and its international marketing in mass quantities.
	These phenomena and others posed by the climate change will have a multidimensional impact. In this context, it should be noted its impact on the processes related to development and the possibilities and type of viable and sustainable growth through time.
	Given the serious human and material damage Latin America and the Caribbean have suffered as a result of climate change and the existence of coordination mechanisms in this area, it is necessary and appropriate to consider these issues at regional and subregional levels from the point of view of the possibilities offered by the cultural dimension to generate Cooperation Programs to support, together with the sectors of education, the already existing and the future plans and actions. The implementation of appropriate cultural policies can decrease and significantly contain the impact of processes related to the improper management of natural resources and climate change.
	These issues not only allow to move forward in projects and interregional cooperation programs, but also offer a fertile field (with possibilities for external funding) for the development of Interregional programs (e.g., best practices and exchange of experiences).
	2. EVOLUTION OF GLOBALIZATION: SOME PROCESSES AND FACTORS WITH AN IMPACT ON CULTURE 
	Following a comprehensive review of factors and processes in the evolution of the global system which will influence regional situations, in this section we shall consider those most directly linked to the cultural processes. The first part presents a synthesis of the dynamics of the cultural evolution. In subsequent paragraphs we evaluate the current situation and configure items of future scenarios. To maintain a holistic view, we have included aspects related to cultural industries.
	III.2.1 Past
	• Existence of nuclei of highly developed civilizations in East Asia (China, Japan) and India, the Middle East, Asia Minor and Europe (empires, religions and philosophical movements) which coexisted with relatively minimal contact with their counterparts in some cases (e.g. East Asia) from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century. (The identities and beliefs were mostly local).
	• Expansion of the capacity of cultural influence in Europe through conquest / colonization of LAC, Asia and Africa
	• Emergence of the Nation-State and Nationalism in Europe and the Americas (XVIII Century)
	• Emergence of secular ideologies and discourses (Rationalism, Science, Liberalism, Marxism) which affirm themselves as a matter of universal application, largely coming from the West.
	• Consolidation of the Nation - State generates some containment to the institutions and the affirmation of local/national cultural content (language, education, identity, cultural practices).
	III.2.2  Present
	• Gradual emergence of global infrastructures of communication and transportation (XIX century), with enormous possibilities for internal and external penetration in the hands of States and gradually of TNCs. Growing reduction of usage costs.
	• Technological advances often expand and modify capacity, modes of operation and influence of ICTs.
	• Nuanced differentiation of civilizing content in the West: maintenance of a certain ethos of the Enlightenment in Europe and of a "more pro-technological civilization" in the United States.
	• The contents of popular support, mainly from the U.S. culture, continue to determine the predominant elements of a global mediatic matrix that incorporates important components (sometimes reconfigured) of the local, national and regional cultures.
	• Cultural industries' TNCs domain in the creation, production and marketing of cultural goods and services.
	• Rise of "post modernity", critique of modernity, enhancement of the cultural systems of indigenous peoples, African descendants and Islamic. Presence of multiple cultural references.
	• Emergence of relevant powers in the global and regional level coming from the developing world, capable of cultural irradiation (e.g. China, India, Brazil, South Africa, Turkey).
	III.2.3  From the present to the future
	In the medium-term scenarios (2020), the impact of the cultural dimension of globalization on States and societies will have been highly intensified:
	• Incorporation of the geo-cultural dimension, with the strategic and geo-economic dimension, with a relevant role.
	• With support in the mass media, the ideologizations play a key role in the consolidation or rejection of various socioeconomic, political and cultural, development models as well as models for the localization of power.
	• Increase (asymmetric) of the impact of the cultural dimension of globalization over societies, states and regions.
	• Convention on Cultural Diversity vs. attempts for the homogenization of contents.
	• The market is still trying to establish itself as the organizing agent of society and tries to redefine the mission of the State under business paradigms. The role and capacity of culture to act as an instrument of national cohesion is modified.
	• Technological innovations in ICTs (e.g. digital networks) per se and as support characters, to a large degree affect the configuration of the imaginary, values, representations, contents and ways of joining and interacting in the world, influencing institutions and socio-political and economic processes.
	• Configuration of hybrid, heterogeneous and complex identities. Presence of multiple identity references.
	• Production de-territorialization phenomena occur (e.g. TV, films, musical shows), fragmenting the territory-culture relationship, while virtual spaces of interaction emerge. 
	• TNCs and transnational communication networks are now a key player in the industrial production and dissemination of de-territorialized cultural content (e.g. Imaginary "without borders" of the TV and advertising; international popular folklore)
	• Transformation from the "internationalization of culture" to its "transnationalization" (coordinated interaction of cultural activities dispersed in the international framework under ordinary commercial criteria)
	• Increase of the digital gap
	• The creation of symbols and knowledge, activities pertaining to culture, move on to constitute core elements in the transformation of production processes in the global context (e.g. creativity, "the economy of knowledge" and "cultural industries"). The scientific and technological advances lead to incorporate more information and knowledge to work, changing its nature.
	• Cultural modifications generated by the ICTs are linked to other processes of transnationalization of production and consumption (e.g., innovation, technology, education).
	• Increasing influence capacity of the cultural industries in shaping the identities and the evolution of cultural diversity.
	•     Culture as "symbolic power" ("soft power") in international-transnational interactions. Retention of English as a lingua franca and the rise of Chinese, Spanish and other languages. Advances in the international legal and policy areas on certain key principles (e.g. Cultural Diversity Cultural Rights).
	• Ethnic, religious and intercultural tensions and conflicts. In the interactions among cultural diversities (if they are conceptualized not only as differences, but also as inequalities), there are power relations. That may involve endangering some hierarchical structuring of the cultures.
	•  Technological support provided by ICTs favours, in longer time frames, the formation of cyber communities (organizations, individuals, families), forming groups of networks at the global level.
	III.2.4  From the Present to the Future: Culture and Education
	• Impact of ICTs on the form and content of education. The massive introduction of communication technologies in education enables the global marketing of the educational ‘product’.
	• Globalization and the massive use of new technologies in different educational levels reduce the control of the Nation-States on Schools' Curricula.
	• The educational offer is "objectified" to a large extent, becoming a market of educational products, in which they have to fight to get to the "consumer" (the student). Preparation for professions is transferred from a public to a corporate ethos and its contents to an instrumental rationality that tends to dismiss its humanistic components and privileges efficiency. (Adjustments to prevailing market speeches and competitiveness)
	• Gradual privatization of education. 
	• Governments seek to maintain their participation in higher education as an instrument of social policy.
	III.2.5 From the Present to the Future: Expected changes in cultural identities 
	• In the scenarios of 2020, the demographic evolution, the increasing migration flows and different technological, economic and social factors linked to the globalization processes have made changes in the overall social composition and in the establishment of knowledge and political decision-making elites in countries of the European Union, the U.S. and LAC. These changes will affect the imaginaries and cultural patterns, configuring new views of identity.
	In the case of the U.S. and, to a lesser extent, in some EU countries, it is expected that these processes affect the direction and content of their foreign policies.
	United States 
	• Robust growth of the population of Mexican-Hispanic origin. This factor will affect the political, social and cultural spheres and will contribute to modify the ties to LAC, changing the U.S. “melting pot”. Miami, in addition to its other dimensions in the Inter-American economic and political level, will increase its role as “ethnic-cultural Enclave.”
	• The large influx of highly qualified Asian students and professionals to the United States – among which the Chinese and Indians, which to a large extent remain in that country, predominate – will change the composition of U.S. elites. The “Anglo-Saxon” axis will have a component of Sino-Indian-Asiatic origin extremely active and rising.
	• This situation will contribute to the introduction of changes in the U.S. perception of the world and in its interactions with other countries and regions. These factors should be considered by Latin America and the Caribbean in their relationships strategies with the U.S.
	China/Asia Pacific – India
	• Asia Pacific is expected to remain steady over the next two decades, incorporating a “competitive cooperation” among China, Japan, South Korea and India. On the cultural level, China's influence will increase. In this context of greater complexity, new opportunities for increased cultural cooperation LAC-Asia arise.
	Latin America and the Caribbean 
	Depending upon the economic development, it is reasonable to expect an increase in internal migration to some countries of MERCOSUR, Mexico and the United States. In the socio-political and cultural levels, a very significant fact will result of the continuity and increase of the active presence of indigenous peoples, particularly in the Andean arc, of the population of African descent and other minorities. All of them will substantially impact in the development of the identity profile of the region.
	III.3  Conclusion: objectives, guidelines and proposals presented in the study
	• To reduce the regional and subregional asymmetries in education, culture, science, technology and innovation.
	• To achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for the region.
	• To develop a "Culture of Peace”.
	• To contribute to the unity and transformation of Latin America and the Caribbean through culture.
	• To expand the coverage of the “MERCOSUR Cultural Seal” and the experience of CARICOM in this regard for the entire region to facilitate the movement of artists, cultural goods and services.
	• To guide cooperation towards cross-cultural relations, incorporating education, health, social development, science and technology and innovation. Similarly, to promote the research and training of human resources on sustainable development, biodiversity and climate change. In other words, to incorporate culture as a topic of scientific research (Rivas: 2003:5), culture should integrate the design of strategic policies.
	• Need to design cultural plans, including short, medium and long-term strategies.
	• To promote the articulation of joint and complementary projects among the different mechanisms of integration of LAC.
	• To favour the Culture-Education and Culture and Sustainable Development relationship.
	• To link the social projects from the social development area with corresponding areas of cultural Programmes and Projects in progress and under consideration.
	• To advance in the greater use of the “Regional Cooperation Agreement and Exchange of Goods in the Cultural, Educational and Scientific Areas” of ALADI.
	• To give priority to the organization of projects concerning the liaisons of Culture to Science, Technology and Innovation and to Natural Disasters, Climate Change and Environment.
	• To jointly consider the possibilities for expanding the studies and actions related to “Culture and Communication”
	• The development of joint strategies to participate in international forums and multilateral and international agencies.
	• Preparation of seminars and workshops on “Cultural Corridors/Routes and Cultural Tourism”.
	•      Liaison and exchange of experiences arising from the programs and projects under development in the topic “Indigenous Cultures, African Descent and Minority Groups”.
	• To establish close links between a plan for providing employment for young people (including employment in ICTs) and the “Ibero-American Plan of Cooperation and Integration of Youth from 2009 to 2015”.
	• Exchange of experiences and transfer of knowledge related to Culture and Education Programmes in LAC. Coordination of programmes and projects in vocational training.
	• To promote the adoption of SICSUR as a basis for the Cultural Information System of Latin America and the Caribbean (Decision adopted by the Forum of Ministers Responsible for Culture and Cultural Policy in LAC, 2010).
	• To establish common criteria for the creation of Cultural Observatories in LAC.
	• To carry out job meetings between the Funds for the financing of subregional culture with the aim of coordinating policies on the subject.
	• To undertake joint or coordinated projects relating to cultural interactions-demographics in Latin America and the Caribbean.
	• “Regional Programme on Social Memory, Cultural Heritage and Diversity of Cultural Expressions”.
	• Regional Programme for Cultural Legal Protection.
	• Basis for inclusion programs and social cohesion (“Social Dimension of Integration. Guidelines for an Action Plan for Health, Education and Employment”).
	• Programme on “Culture and Youth Violence”.
	• Programme “IBERUTAS. Active Memory Routes”.
	• Programme “MERCOSUR Cultural Seal”.
	• Regional Programme for cultural integration in border areas and local development.
	• Regional Programme for Foreign Cultural Relations in Latin America and the Caribbean.
	• Regional Action Programme related to the role of culture in the process of evolution of cities, Megalopolis and Metacities-LAC cities.
	• Project: Research Programme on the culture of economic and financial organizations.
	• Project: Establishment of a “Group of Advanced Thought” of LAC for the study of liaisons, and impact interactions between culture and the changes and transformations of the global and regional systems.
	• Project on Cooperation among Integration Mechanisms and Knowledge Institutions.

