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 F O R E W O R D   
 

 
 
The Permanent Secretariat of SELA, in compliance with 
Activity III.1.6 “Update of the analysis on the prospects 
of Latin American and Caribbean relations with Arab 
countries” of its Work Programme for 2012, submits this 
informative document on the status and areas of 
opportunity in the economic relations between the 
countries of our region and the nations of the Middle 
East. 
 
After the introduction and the background, the third 
chapter of the paper contains an analysis of the legal 
framework of bi-regional relations. The fourth chapter 
summarizes the main features of trade and financial 
relations between Latin America and the Caribbean 
and the Middle East. The fifth chapter deals with 
South-South cooperation, including experiences and 
possibilities to widen up reciprocal relations. Chapter 
six identifies existent areas of opportunities to enhance 
and consolidate economic relations between Latin 
America and the Caribbean and the Middle East. 
Finally, the conclusions of the analysis are presented. 
 
With this document, SELA continues making proposals 
with a view to strengthening the relations of Latin 
America and the Caribbean with the Middle East, 
under the political and social circumstances of several 
nations of the Middle East. A solution of the current 
state of affairs in that area would be desirable within a 
context of democracy, liberties and respect for 
human rights, a path taken by Latin America and the 
Caribbean in the past few decades. 
 
The Permanent Secretariat of SELA wishes to thank Ms. 
Luz María de la Mora, for her valuable efforts as a 
consultant in charge of drafting this paper. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Relations between Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) and the countries of the 
Middle East (ME) had a tremendous momentum in 2005 upon the commencement of the 
Summits of South American-Arab Countries (ASPA). This cooperation forum, set up in May 
2005, in the context of the ASPA Summit held in Brasilia, is premised on a full agenda of 
items of political, economic, cultural, science, technology and environmental 
coordination. Furthermore, the ASPA mechanism has become institutional through 
summits, meetings of foreign ministers, and working groups, together with the business 
component. 
 
The rapprochement between both regions is not new at all. It dates back to the migration 
flows of the 19th Century, when people from the Middle East migrated to several countries 
of Latin America and the Caribbean. There was also rapprochement after World War II, 
when several countries in the Middle East gained independence. The renewed interest in 
building bridges between the two regions, as appears from the establishment of the 
ASPA, opens a wide array of opportunities thus far barely explored due to the 
geographical location, unawareness of the respective realities, constrained reciprocal 
trade and investment flows, little liaison, and an institutional legal framework that ought to 
be sounder to bolster bi-regional relations. 
 
Today, South America and the Middle East are in a better position to make strides with a 
win-win cooperation agenda. Nonetheless, the relation is still incomplete; there is the 
need to add to such standing dialogue Central America, the Caribbean and Mexico, 
which altogether account for more than 150 million inhabitants. While these countries are 
not parties to the ASPA, their links with the Middle East could strengthen the mechanism. 
 
This document provides an outlook of the current status of the bi-regional relation. An 
analysis is made of the legal framework of bilateral and bi-regional relations between 
Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East. The “map” of the institutional 
foundations of bilateral agreements shows, inter alia, a rich agenda in cooperation for 
development, growth, reduction of poverty, environmental protection, culture and 
education, energy efficiency and utilization of renewable energy sources, as well as  
shared views in regional and multilateral forums. Such agreements mirror common 
objectives and show the importance given by both regions to multilateralism as the way 
to reach agreements and compromise and settle. 
 
On the one hand, negotiation of trade agreements has been a way of bilateral and bi-
regional rapprochement. On the other hand, agreements have been executed for 
investment promotion, laying the foundations for trade flows, investment and 
entrepreneurship. Bilateral and bi-regional trade is still incipient, focused on few products, 
with a very low proportion compared to the country and regional trade with the rest of 
the world. In 2010, the exports of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East 
amounted to US$ 25.77 billion, as low as 2.91% of the total exports of the region 
(US$ 885.90 billion). For their part, Middle East exports to Latin America and the Caribbean 
totalled US$ 13.67 billion. This means that Latin America and the Caribbean buy the 
Middle East only 1.54% of foreign purchases. These numbers hint to the potential of new 
trade opportunities in both ways. 
 
Interestingly, the business communities of both regions, organized in bilateral chambers 
and associations, lay a sound foundation to lever up trade and investment in the long 
term and may act as a powerful catalyst to further business between the parties. 
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South-South cooperation is among the areas where Latin America and the Caribbean 
can cooperate in a constructive manner, with a view to strengthening their reciprocal 
relationship and their stances on global matters. This paper probes some meeting points 
identified in several regional and multilateral forums, as well as in the ASPA, with regard to 
energy, environment, education and culture, tourism and transportation. 
 
Lastly, this paper identifies new opportunities for rapprochement in three areas: I. 
Institutions; II. Economics and trade; III. South-South Cooperation. It gives as well some 
recommendations to be considered by regions and countries to strengthen the linkage. 
This paper specifically tracks several work areas to be borne in mind by SELA Member 
States for the purposes of rapprochement, namely: 
 
I. INSTITUTIONS 
 

a. Reinforced ASPA institutional character and addition of other Latin American 
and Caribbean countries. 

b. Improved air liaison between the regions through the negotiation of bilateral 
agreements on open skies. 

c. Negotiation of trade and investment agreements between countries that 
have not done it yet. 

d. Negotiation of health-related (phytosanitary and zoo-sanitary) agreements, 
able to give assurances of animal and plant harmlessness to bolster bilateral 
trade flows. 

e. Implementation of agreements to prevent double taxation. 
 

II. ECONOMICS AND TRADE  
 

a. Matrix of trade opportunities through the identification of the export supply 
and imports of each party to/from the rest of the world, including the potential 
areas to deepen trade. 

b. Trade and investment missions to cash in on the opportunities found. 
c. Furtherance of bi-regional tourism through the establishment of tour routes so 

as to capitalize on sub-regional schemes in both ways. 
d. Mutual investment attraction through the dissemination of investment projects 

in areas such as infrastructure development. 
e. Involvement of development banks and investment funds of the parties to 

outline facilities that enable the participation of a party in the projects 
proposed by the other party. 

f. Analysis and proposals on the new global financial and economic layout, 
particularly regarding bank supervision in order to prevent further crash like the 
turmoil of 2008. 

 
III. SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION  
 

a. Furtherance of cooperation in housing through the exchange of experiences 
on the development of the market of low-cost housing to meet the needs of 
the masses, including the financial component. 

b. Boost to programmes for development of agricultural and livestock enterprises 
that foster food sustainable production. 

c. Development of joint programmes to galvanize the use of renewable energy 
sources and energy efficiency, as well as their implications to move towards a 
green economy or green growth. 
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d. Exchange of experiences in the creation of job opportunities for the youth. 
e. Exchange of experiences and development of cooperation programmes on 

support to SMEs. 
f. Exchange of experiences in registry of patents and trademarks. 
g. Exchange of experiences in implementation of technical standards. 
h. Exchange of experiences in food security and support programmes to counter 

the volatility of global food prices. 
i. Development of programmes in support of literacy, education and capacity-

building for a competitive labour force in a global world mastered by 
information technologies. 

j. Setup of working groups to collect and standardize the accrual and collection 
of regional statistical data in the issues of trade, economy, tourism, labour, 
education, population, and society, among others. 

 
This document collected the experiences of countries that have undergone deep 
political changes following the overthrow of governments in Tunisia (Jasmine Revolution), 
Egypt, Libya and Yemen. All of this unleashed a number of protests in other Arab 
countries. The Domino effect hit several nations of the Middle East, in the process of 
building new regimes. Thorough knowledge of the status of the bi-regional relations is a 
must for Latin America and the Caribbean in order to contextualize the role to be played 
by our region in view of the events in the Middle East. Under the present circumstances, 
Latin American and Caribbean countries should handle the largest possible amount of 
information to make well-founded decisions on the choices to link with the Middle East. 
 
With this paper, SELA hopes to contribute to the debate and discussion on the relations 
between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East, as well as setting forth 
ways to strengthen the relations in a new political and social environment in the Middle 
East. Several Middle East nations have set off for democratic life. Sharing the experiences 
in democratization in several Latin American and Caribbean countries and political 
involvement could be an input to the Middle East nations that are currently undergoing 
their own political changes. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 
The new millennium has borne witness to rapprochement between Latin America 

and the Caribbean as a whole and the Middle East. Globalization has raised awareness 
of the opportunities afforded by rapprochement to the countries and peoples of both 
regions to get stronger in multiple areas. Without shadow of a doubt, the endeavour at 
tighter ties in a number of issues in the common interest with regions such as the Middle 
East not only mirrors new priorities, but also is the answer to changing global 
circumstances. Latin America and the Caribbean more and more try to get closer to 
southern countries, such as the Middle East, with customarily superficial and scanty links, 
yet common challenges and interests. 
 
The effort at rapprochement and political preparedness shown by several countries in 
both regions is worth mentioning. Nowadays, there is more awareness of the enormous 
potential for cooperation and complementation of the two regions in economic, political, 
social, or cultural matters, to name the main ones. Relations between Latin America and 
the Caribbean and the Middle East focus on bilateral cooperation in technical, cultural 
and educational areas, and on bilateral consultation mechanisms for political dialogue. 
While there is increasing awareness of the importance of each region, the relation is still 
incipient and sometimes responds to circumstantial and sectoral interests. 
 
As a matter of fact, since the 1950s, the countries of both regions have entered into 
cooperation agreements. More and more agreements show the interest in getting closer 
together. However, they should be translated into specific proposals and actions.  These 
agreements have evolved to encompass more areas and tighten ties. For instance, in 
2000, Mexico and Israel executed a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). MERCOSUR has 
negotiated a FTA with Egypt, another with Israel, and, most recently, another with 
Palestine ending 2011. 
 
Similarly, both regions are willing and prepared to strengthen a multipolar world where 
emerging countries can play a major role in subjects such as the new global financial 
layout, the food crisis arisen from high global prices of staples, and energy policies and its 
effects on the environment, to name just a few. 
 
The Latin America and the Caribbean - Middle East relation takes place in a context of 
countries with energetic regional growth rates and young people eager for economic 
opportunities and ready access to policy making. By the same token, both regions face 
ultimate challenges to overcome poverty and economic and social inequity. Today, 
Middle East countries are going through a political reshuffle that attests, among others, to 
the requirement of growing citizen’s participation in economy and politics. Latin America 
and the Caribbean have undergone their own political changes and can provide the 
Middle East with their own experiences in openness and democratization. In the 1980s, 
LAC countries experienced a difficult process that led to more open, participatory and 
inclusive political institutions, where there is no room for governments keeping apart from 
their citizens’ wants and needs. 
 
Political instability in the Middle East had an impact on its economy. As a result, world oil 
prices soared as high as US$ 107 per barrel (Brent) as of May 2012. The first countries where 
problems arose – Tunisia and Egypt – stand for approximately 15% of the regional GDP. 
Both nations account for almost 28% of the population of the whole area, with Egypt 
representing 25% out of the total population. The events in Libya (the fourth oil producer in 
the world) would aggravate the economic problems in the Middle East. 
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Uprising and armed conflicts started with demonstrations in Tunisia at the end of 2010. 
Soon, the army would back them. In the aftermath, in January 2011, President Ben Ali fled 
the country and a transition government was established. This event triggered protests in 
neighbouring countries, namely: Mauritania, Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Egypt, Sudan, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Iraq, Oman, Kuwait and Yemen. Like in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya, the 
turmoil resulted in armed conflicts and the eventual overthrow of the governments of 
Hosni Mubarak in Egypt; Muammar el Khadafi in Libya, and Ali Abdullah Saleh in Yemen. 
In Syria, the unrest also led to the on-going armed conflict. Finally, in the case of Morocco, 
Jordan, Kuwait and Oman, demonstrations, which did not end in armed conflicts, led to 
changes inside the government. In the case of Sudan, political strife has split the country 
into two autonomous sections: South Sudan, proclaimed independent on 9 July 2011, and 
Sudan. In the latter, there is the Darfur conflict, due to ethnic strain between Arab and 
black populations. In Somalia, the food crisis continues, as well as the internal chaos of 
civil wars between paramilitary groups. The case of Palestine has not been settled yet, as 
it is awaiting recognition by the global community. By 18 January 2012, 130 out of 193 
United Nations Member States had formally recognised the State of Palestine. As for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, Bahamas, Colombia, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Mexico, Panama and Saint Kitts & Nevis have not established full diplomatic relations with 
the State of Palestine. Nevertheless, some of them have special relations with Palestine. 
 
For some countries, the protests marked the end of authoritarian regimes or more political 
freedom. Despite more economic and political stability in the Middle East compared to 
2011, Syria, for instance, after one year of armed conflict, continues being a focus of 
regional instability that attracts the attention of the United Nations and the West.  
 
Given the current state of affairs in the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean 
need to have an outlook of the progress made in bilateral relations and the potential 
areas of opportunity. In this way, Latin America and the Caribbean could help develop 
and implement an agenda able to bring stability in the Middle East. 
 
Both regions are willing to get closer together and explore new ways of relationship. 
Nevertheless, the challenge lies in making long-term specific proposals with political 
support and funding. The objectives of this paper are, firstly, to help standardize the 
knowledge of the LAC-ME relationship in the fields of trade, investment, technical 
cooperation, and tourism, among others. Secondly, help identify areas of opportunity for 
a stronger relationship. Thirdly, make specific recommendations to prepare a bi-regional 
work agenda for a stronger relationship. 
 
This document is structured as follows. The section on the legal framework governing the 
relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East provides a 
summary of the existent bilateral, bi-regional and multilateral agreements, with an 
emphasis on predominant areas (for instance: trade, investment, cooperation, energy, 
agriculture, or tourism). In this section, an analysis will be made of the meetings of South 
American and Arab countries (ASPA). Similarly, existent trade agreements and their scope 
are explored. This will help diagnose the institutional grounds upon which bilateral and bi-
regional relations rely. 
 
The following section focuses on complementary areas between Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the Middle East. An analysis is made of trade flows, and services areas, 
such as tourism, are examined with a view to giving a diagnosis of the current bilateral 
economic and trade relationship; highlighting trends and tracking the stakeholders. 
 
Likewise, a brief account of the South-South cooperation per countries and regions is 
given in order to identify the areas of existent cooperation. Initiatives as to the 
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involvement of regional and multilateral organizations, energy, environment, tourism and 
transport are traced. 
 
Lastly, an in-depth analysis is carried out of the areas, sectors and products with the 
greatest potential for closer trade relations, at the subregional and bilateral levels 
between both regions. Some reflections and recommendations are made on the ways to 
enhance relations by identifying areas of complementarity in regional, subregional and 
bilateral integration schemes. For such purpose, a draft agenda has been prepared 
covering three areas: institutions, economics and trade, and South-South cooperation, 
where there is potential to deepen relations. 
 
In spite of the political transition in the Middle East – whose implications cannot be 
foreseen – this agenda should not be set aside, under any circumstances whatsoever. It is 
of the essence to maintain a long-term vision and work on the accomplishments reached 
thus far. 
 
II. BACKGROUND 
 
 For the purposes of this document, the Middle East (hereinafter, the ME) 
encompasses the economies of the Arab League (namely: Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Bahrain, 
Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, UAE, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Mauritania, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia and Yemen), in 
addition to Iran, Israel, Turkey, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan.1 The latter three are 
regarded as part of the Middle East for geopolitical and commercial reasons, as they 
have important links with ME countries, such as Turkey, Iran and Iraq.  
 

                                                 
1 Azerbaijan’s population is almost entirely Muslim. 
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Rapprochement between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East is 
apparent from the migration, particularly from Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Israel and Palestine, 
to several Latin American and Caribbean nations since the end of the 19th century. Such 
migration was due to economic, political and religious reasons, and its contribution to the 
economic, political, social and cultural fields has been significant in many Latin America 
and the Caribbean countries. 
 
Data about the Arab and Muslim presence in Latin America and the Caribbean are 
confusing and divergent. However, around 20 million Arabs and their descendants –
mostly Christian and Islamic Syrian and Lebanese – are residents of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. The migration from the ME to LAC mostly went to Argentina, Brazil, and Chile. 
As a matter of fact, Brazil concentrates 10 million people from the Middle East, 8 million of 
which are Lebanese, that is, more than the total population of Lebanon (4.3 million). As 
many as 6 million Muslims are concentrated in Brazil and Argentina, followed by 
Venezuela, Colombia and Paraguay.2 Argentina has around 3.5 million habitants of Syrian 
and Lebanese origin. Approximately 450,000 Palestinian immigrants live in Chile, the 
largest colony of the Arab world after the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.3 
Venezuela, Colombia and Paraguay also have Syrian and Lebanese colonies. Palestinians 
also settled down in Paraguay. In Peru, there are near 20,000 Arabs, mostly Palestinians. 

                                                 
2 “Arabs and Muslims in Latin America,” in BBC World. 17 March 2005 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/specials/newsid_4294000/4294241.stm (query on 1 February 2011). 
3 Samuel Leillen. “Acercamiento estratégico de América Latina con los países árabes,” 9 October 2010. 
http://www.olei.org.il/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=809:-acercamiento-estretegico-
de-america-latina-con-los-paises-arabes&catid=71:opinion&itemid=121. 
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About 25,000 Arabs, both Muslims and Christians, live on the Triple Border of Argentina, 
Brazil and Paraguay. In Uruguay 80,000 Lebanese descendants settled down. In Mexico, 
the number of residents of Lebanese origin is estimated at over one million people, and 
the Jewish community is around 50,000 people. 
 
In most cases, descendants of ME immigrants in LAC have become successful 
businessmen in their communities. The high profile of ME people in the LAC business sector 
has enabled the inter-regional contact and could further enhance it from the economic, 
trade and cultural viewpoint.4 
 
Note that South American migration to the ME, particularly from Brazil, is also frequent. For 
instance, in Qatar there is an increasing number of Latin American and Caribbean 
citizens who have found job opportunities as football players, or working in Qatar Airways, 
hotels and the energy sector. 
 
 1. Common challenges  

Overall, both regions share similar challenges as to their development, economic 
growth, job generation to meet the young people’s demands, and bridging inequity 
gaps. 

 
The Middle East covers a surface of over 16 million square kilometres – around ¾ of the 
LAC area. It has more than 500 million inhabitants and approximately 7.4 % of the world 
population. In the Middle East, about 70% of the population lives in urban areas. For its 
part, LAC has over 570 million people, around 8.4 % of the world population. Comoros, 
Bahrain and Djibouti have 700,000 inhabitants; whereas Iran and Turkey have more than 
73 million inhabitants, and Egypt over 85 million inhabitants (See Annex I). 
 
Both LAC and the ME have serious economic and social inequities. The highest levels of 
socio-economic inequity in the world are in LAC. In 2010, the richest 20% earned 56.9% of 
total income, whereas the poorest 20% got only 3.5%. Life expectancy is around 70 years 
for most countries, ranging from 62 years in Haiti to 79 years in Costa Rica. Mortality and 
birth rates have shrunk in the past few decades. Nevertheless, in disperse rural areas, 
indigenous peoples and afro-descendants, such rates are still very high. 
 
On average, the income levels in the ME are intermediate, although some countries show 
high poverty levels. Middle East counties are very different as to their availability of energy 
resources, economic and geographical ambits, population, standards of living and 
inequity – lower than that in LAC. Iran has the highest inequity level (Gini ratio of 44.5), 
followed by Qatar (41.1) and Georgia (40.8). As regards per capita income, Qatar’s is 
among the highest in the world. For instance, in 2011, according to the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), Qatar was the second country with the highest per capita GDP in 
the world (US$ 98,300) only behind Luxembourg (US$ 113,500), with an economy based on 
oil and natural gas. Other two ME nations ranked among the first 20 countries in the world 
with the highest per capita income in 2011 – UAE with US$ 67,000 (5th place) and Kuwait 
with US$ 48,000 (15th place). Nonetheless, some ME countries have the lowest per capita 
income in the world, namely: Comoros (US$ 902, 152nd out of 183 countries), Mauritania 
(US$ 1,290, 143rd), Yemen (US$ 1,340, 142nd) and Djibouti (US$ 1,467, 138th). 
 
 
 
                                                 
4 Luis Alfonso Ramírez Carrillo, “De buhoneros a empresarios: La Inmigración Libanesa,” in 
http://codex.colmex.mx:8991/exlibris/aleph/a18_1/apache_media/5NBYJ5PJ61AYSMQLDCDSNIK84RAEX8.pdf. 
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TABLE 1 
Share in GDP and Middle East population in the world, per capita GDP and definitions 

 
 
In economic terms, based on IMF data, in 2011 ME countries (except for Somalia and 
Palestine) accounted for 6.85% of the world GDP, versus 8.7% for LAC. This means that the 
LAC economic clout is 27% higher than that of the ME, no matter its input to the world 
economy as oil producer. Based on the information supplied by the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) in 2011, ME countries provided 7.35% of the total world trade, 
compared to 5.96% for LAC. The ME has a higher profile concerning world exports, 
accounting for 8.64% out of the total, versus 6.02% for LAC. Both regions have very similar 
shares as to world imports: ME, 6.08% and LAC, 5.89%. 
 
The Middle East is mainly an oil region. It is composed of 12 oil exporting economies, 
namely: Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, UAE, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, 
Oman and Qatar; eight of which are OPEC Member States, except for Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain and Oman. Other ME countries, such as Egypt, Syria, Tunisia and 
Yemen, are also oil exporters, yet the oil component in their economies is more limited. In 
LAC, some countries have sound industries and reserves of oil and natural gas. This is the 
case of Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico, Venezuela and Trinidad & Tobago. 
 



Relations between Latin America and the Caribbean                             SP/Di N° 13-12 
and the Middle East: Status and areas of opportunity  
 

 

13 
The ME is unusually homogeneous in cultural terms, somewhat similar to LAC. The same 
way as Spanish is the prevailing language in LAC, in the ME, the Arabic language prevails, 
except for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Israel, Iran and Turkey. Language coherence is 
larger than in the European Union and very much like that in LAC. 
 
Middle East and LAC countries alike share a rich historical heritage. In both regions, 
monotheist religions are predominant: Christianity in LAC and Judaism and Islamism in the 
ME. Besides, these religions are historically intertwined. In all ME nations, except for Israel, 
people is mostly Muslim. 
 
Population growth in both the ME and LAC is among the highest in the world. In Palestine, 
Yemen, Kuwait and Iraq, the population growth in 2010 neared 3%, with a high proportion 
of youth.5 The annual fertility rate in the ME (2.7 births per woman) remains higher than in 
LAC (2.2 births per woman). This means that the economically active population (EAP) in 
the ME is also younger than that in LAC. 
 
In the last decade, labour in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria and Tunisia has 
grown at approximately 2.7%, faster than anywhere else outside Africa. Youth 
unemployment, of all educational levels, is noticeable. The economies have failed to 
keep a growth rate high enough to absorb the new workers. For instance, based on IMF 
estimates, Egypt, with almost 90 million people, would have to create 9.4 million new jobs 
for its current EAP. This could be attained only with an annual economic growth at 10%, 
far beyond its average of 5.16% in 2007-2011. By the same token, IMF data reveal that in 
Egypt, overall employment hit 10.37% in 2011, standing at 25% among youth aged 15-25 
years. In Tunisia, overall unemployment amounted to 18.9% in 2011; youth unemployment 
was around 30.3%.6 
 
Both LAC and the ME face common development challenges. Without shadow of a 
doubt, needs and challenges are similar. Both regions as well have an enormous potential 
because of their young people, diverse natural resources and cultural wealth. The 19th 
Century migration from the ME to LAC was helpful to establish communities linked to the 
ME with historical, economic and social foundations that galvanized and tightened the 
bilateral ties. 
 
In a nutshell, LAC and the ME face similar development challenges and this not only 
substantiates but encourages rapprochement. 
 
III. LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
 

Points of agreements between both regions are not new at all. Dating back to the 
1950s, they have focused on economic, technical, cultural and educational cooperation 
and on the development of mechanisms for enhanced political dialogue and diplomatic 
exchange. The establishment of diplomatic missions in the respective countries attests to 
it. 
 

                                                 
5 The population growth rate in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Libya, Oman and Qatar is higher than 3.5%. In 
Bahrain, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco and Tunisia, the population growth rate is relatively low, around 2%. Nasser M. 
Suleiman. Economic Integration Tendencies in the Middle East. 
http://www.al-bab.com/arab/econ/suleiman.htm (consulted on 2 February 2011). 
6 David Wessel and Chip Cummins “Arab World Built Colleges, but Not Jobs,” in Wall Street Journal. 5 February 
2011(http://online.wsj.com/article_email/SB10001424052748704709304576124320031160648-
lMyQjAxMTAxMDAwNTEwNDUyWj.html). 
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The increasingly stronger relation is apparent in a number of agreements and forums that 
enrich the legal and institutional map of both regions. Today, almost all LAC and ME 
countries count on an institutional structure mirrored in a wide variety of bilateral 
agreements and common participation in bi-regional forums and multilateral 
organizations. 
 
Following is an analysis of the kind of political representation through diplomatic missions, 
in addition to a brief report of the agreements entered into by and between LAC and ME. 
Note that the agreements are mostly aimed at reinforcing and bolstering bilateral 
relations – a superb foundation for South-South Cooperation. 
 
  1. Bilateral relations7 
 The political, diplomatic and consular representation is a means to measure and 
understand the attention that both regions pay each other. Table 2 shows the 
endeavours of the countries of both regions to develop sound, long-term relations, as 
appears from diplomatic missions settled down in both LAC and the ME. 
 
Virtually all the ME countries listed in this paper have established some representation in 
LAC, from embassies and consulates to honorary consulates representing their countries’ 
interests in the host nations. Table 2 displays Lebanon as the ME country with the largest 
amount of diplomatic missions in LAC, followed by Egypt, Israel, Palestine, Turkey and Iran. 
Comoros, Mauritania and Yemen have one diplomatic mission. The largest Lebanese 
representation can be understood from the existent links between Lebanon and its 
communities of emigrants. 
 
For their part, 21 LAC countries have diplomatic missions in the ME. Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Cuba, Mexico and the Dominican Republic have several missions (see Table 3). The 
diplomatic presence not only attests to the political importance conferred by individual 
countries in their foreign policy but also ensures political dialogue and covers the 
possibility of economic, social, cultural, educational and technical exchange. Similarly, 
such a network of representations provides the fundamentals to develop substantial 
agendas in the common interest and implement specific actions to get both regions 
closer together. 
 
Also noteworthy, bilateral rapprochement has enabled countries to establish diplomatic 
and political relations previously inexistent. For instance, in July 2008, Yemen and 
Venezuela established diplomatic relations. That was the case too for Costa Rica and the 
UAE in March 2010. Such actions tighten bonds between both regions. 
 

                                                 
7 OAS: Strategic partners: Permanent Observers Countries.  
http://www.oas.org/en/ser/dia/perm_observers/countries.aspM. 
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TABLE 2 
Diplomatic missions of the Middle East / Arab League in Latin America and the Caribbean  
 

MIDDLE 
EAST / ARAB 
LEAGUE 

DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN LATIN AMERICA 
WEB SITE OF THE MINISTRY  

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Saudi Arabia 
Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela 

www.mofa.gov.sa 

Algeria 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, 

Venezuela 
www.mae.dz 

Armenia  Argentina, Brazil  http://www.mfa.am/en/   

Azerbaijan  Argentina, Cuba, Mexico  http://www.mfa.gov.az/  

Bahrain  None  www.mofa.gov.bh 

Comoros  Cuba  www.comorosembassy.org 

Djibouti  None  www.djibdiplomatie.dj 

Egypt 
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela 

www.mfa.gov.eg 

UAE  Argentina, Brazil, Mexico  www.mofa.gov.ae 

Georgia  Argentina, Brazil, Mexico  http://www.mfa.gov.ge/  

Iran 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Uruguay, Venezuela 
www.mfa.gov.ir 

Iraq  Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Venezuela  www.mofa.gov.iq 

Israel 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican 

Republic, Uruguay 
www.mfa.gov.il/MFA 

Jordan  Brazil, Chile  www.mfa.gov.jo 

Kuwait  Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela  www.mofa.gov.kw 

Lebanon 

Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil (Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro, 
Sao Paulo, Curitiba and Porto Alegre), Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, Curacao, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico (Mexico City and Guadalajara), Peru, Dominican 

Republic, Trinidad & Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela 

www.lebanonembassyus.org/embass
and_info/lebembassyabroad.html      

www.emigrants.gov.lb 

Libya 
Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 

Venezuela 
www.foreign.gov.ly 

Morocco 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru, Dominican 

Republic 
www.maec.gov.ma 

Mauritania  Brazil 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_diplom

atic_missions_of_Mauritania 

Oman  None  www.mofa.gov.om 

Palestine 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia (ad hoc mission), Costa 
Rica, Cuba, México (ad hoc mission), Nicaragua, Peru, 

Venezuela 

www.un.int/wcm/content/site/palest
ine/cache/offonce/pid/11548;jsessio
nid=28CDCCFCCADD2376963B0ED42

BD194DB 

Qatar  Brazil, Cuba, Salvador, Dominican Republic, Venezuela  english.mofa.gov.qa 

Syria  Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Venezuela  www.mofa.gov.sy 

Somalia  None  NA 

Sudan  Brazil, Venezuela  www.sudanmfa.com 

Tunisia  Argentina, Brazil  www.diplomatie.gov.tn 

Turkey 
Argentina, Brazil (Brasilia, consulate in Sao Paulo), Chile, 

Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, Venezuela 
www.mfa.gov.tr 

Yemen  Cuba  www.mofa.gov.ye 
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TABLE 3 
Diplomatic missions of Latin America and the Caribbean in the Middle East / Arab League 

LAC 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST / 

ARAB LEAGUE 
WEB SITE OF THE MINISTRY 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Antigua & Barbuda  None  www.foreignaffairs.gov.ag 

Argentina 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Egypt, UAE, Iran, Israel, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia, 

Turkey 
www.mrecic.gov.ar 

Bahamas  Israel and Turkey (honorary consul)  http://www.bahamas.gov.bs 

Barbados  None  www.foreign.gov.bb 

Belize  None  www.mfa.gov.bz 

 Bolivia  Egypt, Iran  www.rree.gob.bo 

Brazil 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Armenia, Egypt, EAU, Iran, Iraq, 
Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, 

Palestine, Qatar, Syria, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey 
www.itamaraty.gov.br/ 

Chile 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Egypt, EAU, Iran, Israel, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Syria, Tunisia, 

Turkey 
chileabroad.gov.cl/embajadas 

Colombia  Egypt, Israel, Lebanon  www.cancilleria.gov.co 

Costa Rica 
Israel, Lebanon (honorary consul) Jordan (consulate), 

Qatar, Turkey (consulate) 
www.rree.go.cr/ 

Cuba 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Qatar, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen 

http://www.cubaminrex.cu/ 

Dominica  None  www.dominica.gov.dm 

Dominican Republic  Egypt, EAU, Israel, Morocco, Qatar, Turkey  http://www.serex.gov.do/ 

Ecuador 
Egypt, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Turkey. Morocco, Oman, 

Syria ( honorary consuls) 
www.mmrree.gob.ec/representac

iones/indice_ec.asp 

El Salvador  Egypt, Israel, Lebanon  www.rree.gob.sv 

Grenada  None 
www.gov.gd/ministries/foreign_a

ffairs.html 

Guatemala  Egypt, Israel  www.minex.gob.gt 

Guyana  Kuwait. Jordan and Lebanon ( honorary consuls)  http://www.minfor.gov.gy/ 

Haiti  None  www.haiti.org 

Honduras  Egypt, Israel  http://www.sre.gob.hn/ 

Jamaica  None  www.mfaft.gov.jm 

Mexico 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, 

Morocco, Turkey. EAU (consulate) y Palestine (liaison 
office) 

www.sre.gob.mx 

Nicaragua  Egypt, Iran  www.cancilleria.gob.ni 

Panama  Egypt, Israel. UAE (consulate)  mire.gob.pa 

Paraguay  Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco  www.mre.gov.py/es/inicio_es.asp 

Peru  Algeria, Egypt, Israel, Morocco, Turkey  http://www.rree.gob.pe 

Saint Kitts and Nevis  None  www.mofa.gov.kn 

Santa Lucia  None 
www.stlucia.gov.lc/agencies/over

seas_missions.htm 

Saint Vincent & 
Grenadines 

None  www.foreign.gov.vc 

Suriname  None 
www.surinameembassy.org/emb

assy_consulate.shtml 

Trinidad & Tobago  None  www.foreign.gov.tt 

Uruguay  Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iran, Israel, Lebanon, Qatar  www.mrree.gub.uy 

Venezuela 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Egypt, EAU, Iran, Iraq, Israel, 

Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Qatar, Syria, 
Turkey 

www.mppre.gob.ve 
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The LAC-ME rapprochement is mirrored as well in the institutional structure based on a 
wide variety of bilateral agreements, as shown in Annex II. 
 
Following is a summary of selected bilateral agreements underpinning bilateral relations 
between the countries of the two regions. This will help identify the focus points of the 
relations and the potential areas for their strengthening and deepening. While not a 
thorough analysis, it is representative of the agreements in force. 
 
Argentina has executed agreements with Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Israel, 
Lebanon, Morocco and Tunisia on exchange and cooperation in the fields of agriculture, 
science and technology, trade, customs, culture and education, technology 
development, energy, fishery, health and investments. Memorandums of understanding 
have been signed between foreign ministries, as well as cooperation agreements 
between export promotion authorities. 
 
Brazil has signed bilateral agreements with Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Lebanon, Morocco, Qatar and Tunisia on cooperation in the areas of agriculture, water, 
science and technology, culture and education, capacity-building, judiciary, 
environment, phytosanitary measures and veterinary medicine,8 and transport. 
Agreements have been reached for visa exemption in diplomatic and service passports 
and counter-narcotics efforts. Memoranda of understanding have been signed for 
political consultation between foreign ministries or to set up commissions intended to 
strengthen economic and trade links. 
 
Chile has, together with Israel and Morocco, cooperation agreements to fight drug 
trafficking; in the fields of agriculture and fishery; visa exemption in diplomatic passports; 
tourism; economy and trade; technology and science and culture. 
 
Colombia has executed cooperation agreements with Algeria, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, 
Israel and Morocco in the fields of economy and trade, technology and science, 
diplomacy, culture and tourism. There are also agreements on visa exemption in 
diplomatic and service passports. 
 
Costa Rica has signed agreements with Egypt, Georgia, Israel and Qatar on economic 
and trade cooperation; scientific and cultural cooperation, and tourism. There are also 
agreements on the establishment of mechanisms of political consultation between 
foreign ministries and diplomatic institutes, as well as agreements on visa exemption. 
 
Cuba has been a leading actor in moving closer to most ME countries.  It has executed 
agreements with Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Iran, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Mauritania, Qatar, Syria and Yemen. Its cooperation agreements cover a full 
array of areas, including visa exemption in diplomatic passports, counter-narcotics efforts, 
customs, biotechnology, judiciary, science and technology, education and culture, 
taxation, medicine, health, radio and TV, and tourism. In addition, memos of 
understanding have been signed to further cooperation between foreign ministries and 
for political consultation. 
 
El Salvador re-established diplomatic relations with Egypt in 1996. The two countries 
availed themselves of the opportunity to enter into a memorandum for political 

                                                 
8 The cooperation agreement between Brazil and Morocco in the area of veterinary health paves the way to 
export meat. 
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consultation. Through the Egyptian International Centre for Agriculture (EICA), Salvadorian 
citizens can get up to four scholarships for training in this area. 
 
Guatemala has signed cooperation agreements with Egypt, Israel and Morocco in the 
fields of agriculture, forestry, tourism, economy, trade and technology, as well as 
agreements on exchange of visits between the members of the chambers of commerce 
and industry. Further, it has signed memoranda of understanding with several countries for 
the purposes of cooperation with foreign ministries and political consultation. 
 
Mexico has executed agreements with Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Georgia, 
Iran, Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Morocco, Syria and Tunisia. Such deals cover a wide variety 
of areas, such as cooperation in the fields of customs, agriculture, culture, education, 
technology and science, economy and trade, taxation and tourism, and fight against 
drug trafficking. It has signed as well memoranda of understanding for political 
consultation with several countries. 
 
Nicaragua has signed agreements with Israel and Morocco on cultural, economic, 
scientific-technology, and political cooperation and on the issue of visas. It has also 
signed memoranda of understanding for the purposes of political consultation. 
 
Panama has executed agreements with the UAE, Egypt and Israel on open skies, fight 
against crime, agriculture, water, and technical and cultural aid. 
 
Peru has signed agreements with Algeria, Egypt, Israel and Morocco in a full array of 
areas, like Cuba or Mexico. For instance, Peru has entered into cooperation agreements 
in the fields of energy and mines, economy, trade, agriculture, judiciary, science and 
technology, education and culture, taxation, medicine, fishery, health and tourism. It has 
signed memoranda of understanding for political consultation between foreign ministries 
and diplomatic institutes, as well as agreements on visa exemption. Likewise, agreements 
have been entered into by export promotion agencies. 
 
The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has entered agreements with Iran, Libya, Morocco, 
Qatar, Syria, Turkey and Yemen on oil and energy issues, as well as oil and gas 
technology, economy, science, politics, education and culture, technology transfer, 
exchange of information on real property, and health. 
 
Uruguay has executed cooperation agreements with Armenia, Israel, Lebanon, Kuwait, 
Qatar and Turkey in the fields of medical investigation, education, science, technology 
and culture, sports, tourism, transport, agriculture and veterinary science, industrial 
development and trade, health, and trade and investment promotion and facilitation. 
Likewise, some agreements foster the involvement of dealers, representatives of the 
Uruguayan Chamber of Commerce and Industry and alike in international fairs to be held 
in the territory of the parties and the establishment of joint commissions for economic, 
trade and technical cooperation.9 
 
Even though it is not a thorough analysis, it gives an outlook of the agreements under 
which LAC and ME countries hold their bilateral relations. The wide variety of agreements 
(see Annex II) and areas speak of a substantive contact and an agenda filled with 
common items and interests. 
 

                                                 
9 “Cooperation agreement is entered into by Uruguay and Qatar,” UyPress News Agency, Montevideo, Uruguay 
31 January 2011. 
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 2. Relations from the Middle East towards LAC 
 Some Middle East countries have prioritized their relations with Latin America and 
the Caribbean as a whole and with individual countries. Such is the case of Iran, Israel 
and Turkey and their agendas with our region. 
 
The government of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has deployed an intensive 
diplomatic agenda in Latin America.10 Since his inauguration in 2005, his policy towards 
LAC has involved the establishment of diplomatic missions in Bolivia, Colombia, Chile, 
Ecuador, Nicaragua and Uruguay, in addition to the existing ones in Argentina, Brazil, 
Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela. Iran has lately executed a total of 250 agreements on 
trade cooperation and technology transfer with Latin American countries.11 Iran’s agenda 
focuses on breaking with its diplomatic isolation and tightening the ties of trade and 
energy, as well as military cooperation, with Cuba, Bolivia, Brazil – its major trade partner – 
Nicaragua or Venezuela. In April 2009, during a visit of President Ahmadinejad to 
Caracas, both countries set up a development bank for joint projects with a seed capital 
of up to US$ 100 million. For his part, Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez has visited Iran at 
least eight times. In September 2010, Tehran enlarged its borrowing facility to Cuba to 
US$ 500 million in order to fund programmes in the areas of trade, health, energy, industry, 
and biotechnology, among others. Cuba and Iran have moved closer together as well. In 
May 2012, the Iranian government paid two official visits to the Caribbean island: one by 
Ahmadinejad in January 2012, including Venezuela, Ecuador and Nicaragua, and the 
second by Vice-President Ali Saeidlo in May of that same year. The visits reasserted Iran’s 
commitments to make new investments in projects of regional economic development in 
mining in Ecuador and petrochemicals in Venezuela. While the Iranian attempts at 
getting closer to Latin America and the Caribbean are not news, dating back to the 
1960s, concomitantly with the establishment of the OPEC, the degree and nature of 
contacts is unprecedented indeed. 
 
Since 1950 and 1960, Israel has set to strengthen its relations with LAC through joint 
programmes whereby Israel shares its experience and skills in technical cooperation, such 
as agriculture, medicine, grassroots organizations and community development. In the 
political, economic and cultural ambits, a number of bilateral agreements have been 
entered into. Cultural and scientific cooperation; the exchange of artists, students and 
sportspersons, and TV and radio shows are managed by the Institute of Israel-Ibero-
American Culture based in Jerusalem with about 20 countries. Latin America is regarded 
by Israel as “a region with a great strategic value”12 concerning arms purchases. Israel’s 
exports of weaponry to Latin America amount to US$ 500 million annually. Major LAC 
customers are Brazil, Mexico, Colombia and Chile. 
 
Turkey has implemented an “Action Plan for Latin America,” attesting to its willingness to 
deepen relations and cooperation. 
 
The Action Plan for Latin America deals with different aspects in LAC-Turkey relations and 
contains projects intended to tighten such relations in all ambits. 
 
Its primary objectives are as follows: 
 

 Complete the legal framework of bilateral relations. 
 Spur high-level political dialogue. 

                                                 
10 Susie Morgan. “Iran’s growing Influence in Latin America,” in The Middle East. October 2010. pp. 15. 
11 Round Table. “Iran and Latin America tighten cooperation ties.” 7 May 2012. 
12 “Israel sells defence equipment in Latin America for US$ 500 million a year.” 30 March 2012. 
http://www.radiojai.com.ar/online/notiDetalle.asp?id_Noticia=59351. 
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 Expand economic and trade relations by involving the private sector. 
 Improve the view of the intra-regional dynamics as a permanent observer in 

regional organizations, and 
 Raise awareness in LAC of modern Turkey. 

 
In implementing this Plan for Latin America, Turkey’s accomplishments are remarkable in: 
 

 The execution of cooperation agreements in the areas of economy and trade, 
culture, health, tourism, agriculture, science and technology, consular affairs and 
more high-level contacts. 

 The establishment of bilateral schemes for political consultation with Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Mexico and Peru. 

 The establishment of the Inter-parliamentary Friendship Group at the Grand 
National Assembly of Turkey together with Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela. 

 Government steps to embolden Turkish businessmen to establish “Business 
Councils” and take part in trade fairs and shows in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 

 The creation of Joint Economic Committees with eight countries to further diversify 
the legal framework between Turkey and the region. 

 Turkey is following up the endeavours towards regional cooperation, such as the 
Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR), the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM), the Association of Caribbean States (AEC), the Latin American 
Integration Association (ALADI), the Andean Community (CAN), and other LAC 
groups. 

 
  3. Bi-regional relations 
 Bi-regional relations have gathered tremendous momentum upon the setup of the 
Forum of Latin American-Arab Countries (ASPA), proposed in 2003 by then Brazilian 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, the champion of the initiative. 
 
The I Summit of Heads of State and Government of ASPA, held in Brasilia on 10 and 11 May 
2005, was attended by 34 countries, including 22 countries of the Middle East and North 
Africa (Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Bahrain, Qatar, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, UAE, Yemen, Iraq, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Oman, Palestine, Syria, Somalia, 
Sudan and Tunisia) and 12 Latin American nations (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay and Venezuela).  
 
The I ASPA Summit was aimed at enlivening cultural and trade exchange of both regions, 
“by linking two distant and diverse geographical spaces that face similar challenges 
concerning their development and involvement in the global system.”13 
 
The ASPA was envisaged as a mechanism of bi-regional cooperation and forum of 
political coordination for the reciprocal rediscovery of two regions with a tremendous 
potential, in order to develop “an agenda for economic and social sustainable 
development that will be implemented in a bi-regional manner and coordinated by 
means of the appropriate regional and international forums.”14 
 
                                                 
13 Samuel Leillen. “Strategic rapprochement of Latin American-Arab countries, 9 October 2010. 
http://www.olei.org.il/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=809:-acercamiento-estrategico-
de-america-latina-con-los-paises-arabes&catid=71:opinion&Itemid=121 (consulted on 15 January 2011). 
14 ASPA Summit. Declaration of Brasilia. May 2005. http://www2.mre.gov.br/aspa/Decl/espanol.doc (consulted 
on 20 May 2012). 
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The Declaration of Brasilia, stemming from the Summit, set objectives in three major fields: 
 

a. Political: deepen inter-regional dialogue and agree upon main regional and 
global subjects, prioritizing multilateralism. 

b. Economic: set guidelines and priorities for bi-regional cooperation, by exploring 
the potentials of both regions and pursuing more trade and tourism exchanges 
and investment. 

c. Cultural: search new means of communication and exchange; spread the Arab 
endowment over LAC and vice versa, and advertise the Arab world to the South 
American civil society and leaders and vice versa. 

 
The Declaration contains 13 chapters to be worked on upon the recommendations of 
ASPA. The first two chapters refer to policy matters; the subsequent 10 chapters set 
guidelines and priorities for bi-regional cooperation in the areas of culture, economy, 
trade, finance, sustainable development, South-South cooperation, science and 
technology, information, action against hunger and poverty. 
 
In addition to gathering Heads of State and country representatives, 250 Arab and 350 
South American businessmen attended the First ASPA Business Forum, held in Brasilia, in 
the context of the I ASPA Summit. 
 
The II ASPA Summit was held in March 2009, in Doha, Qatar, against a backdrop of global 
economic crisis. For this reason, both regions would take a stance concerning its impact 
on their own economies. The Summit’s keynote was the advocacy of a multi-polar world. 
As a matter of fact, items in the agenda include strengthening of bi-regional cooperation, 
multilateral relations, peace and security, cultural cooperation, economic cooperation, 
foreign trade, global financial system, and sustainable development. 
 
Most South American presidents took part in both Summits; they would agree with their 
counterparts of the Middle East to enlarge the inter-regional cooperation and implement 
common agendas in multilateral matters, such as the reform of the United Nations (UN), 
talks at the World Trade Organization (WTO), and policies for poverty reduction. 
 
The ASPA Forum has gotten stronger because of institutionalization, and definition of its 
bodies and functions. The Summit of Heads of State and Government is slated every three 
years. The Council of Foreign Ministers is expected to hold meetings twice in a year. The 
Council of Senior Officers, represented by country coordinators should hold a meeting 
every six months. This also applies to the five Sectoral Committees of: 1) Economic 
Cooperation, 2) Culture, 3) Science and Technology, 4) Environment, and 5) Social Affairs, 
including experts in each field of expertise. Brazil takes part in the coordination of all of 
them, together with the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States (LAS) and the 
Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), as focal points.  
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Since the establishment of ASPA in 2005, 18 high-level meetings have been held to follow 
up the actions agreed upon: 
 

 Two Summits of Heads of State and Government (Brasilia and Doha).  
 Ten ministerial meetings (two on economy, two on culture, one on environment, 

one on social affairs, one on water resources and fight against desertification, and 
three meetings of foreign ministers). 

 Six meetings of senior officers (in preparation for the Doha Summit).15 
 

The III Summit of Heads of State and Government of ASPA, scheduled for 12 to 16 February 
2011 in Lima, Peru, was adjourned at the request of the League of Arab States General 
Secretariat because of the political and social turmoil beginning January 2011 in Algeria, 
Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia and Yemen. It has been rescheduled to 
be held in Lima, Peru, on 1-2 October 2012. Note that the ASPA Meeting of Foreign 
Ministers of 2010 suggested carrying out the IV ASPA Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, in 
2014. 
 
ASPA can be regarded as “part of the effort to enter into innovative and non-orthodox 
alliances and coalitions, able to make room for dialogue and a new cooperation 
language,” in addition to a higher clout in the international system.16 
 

                                                 
15 http://www2.mre.gov.br/aspa/historico.html.  
16 Samuel Leillen. “Bilateral Latin America-Middle East Trade.” 31 January 2011. 
 http://www.radiojai.com.ar/OnLine/notiDetalle.asp?id_Noticia=53641 
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ASPA faces the challenge of matching the priorities of both regions. While they have 
been set as general strategies, there is still the need to work on action lines with specific 
objectives to tighten bilateral and regional ties. Finding meeting points is not easy. Both 
LAC and the ME face serious differences which precludes a common position. As regards 
the Arab world, changes of political regimes and political instability hamper the 
resumption of the cooperation agenda. In addition, the Middle East has permanent 
political disagreements; a very low level of economic integration, and incipient intra-
regional trade. The prevailing Palestinian-Israeli conflict; the weakening of autocratic 
regimes and the emergence of democratic and plural institutions are key challenges for 
the development of the Arab world and could influence its foreign links. For their part, 
South American countries face challenges as regards convergence and integration, as 
well as social and institutional troubles. For instance, UNASUR is still in the process of 
consolidation. Therefore, its institutional support to development and strengthening of the 
ASPA process could be complicated. Brazil has taken on the role of ASPA Regional 
Coordinator so that the UNASUR Secretary-General can act as regional representative. 
The follow-up of the ASPA agenda by a Latin American and Caribbean regional agency 
would be advisable. 
 
ASPA has top in its agenda the institutionalization of the talks between two regions that 
are getting to know each other through specific mechanisms, regular meetings and 
agendas including items to make some headway. The possibility of regular meetings 
following the identification of common issues is the cornerstone of a bi-regional 
relationship with plenty of subjects and numerous opportunities. The possibility that the 
ASPA leaders will be able to track common problems and search for new cooperation 
mechanisms based on the achieved institutional status can give the two regions a higher 
profile both inside the region and worldwide. Standing activity and multi-disciplinary 
forums of consultation and settlement prompt parliamentarians, diplomats, politicians, 
public servants, journalists, businessmen, investors, professionals, artists and writers to take 
active part in an exchange aimed at mutual understanding. 
 
  4. Bilateral, bi-regional and multilateral trade agreements 
 In ASPA Summits, the issues of trade, business and investments have been 
identified as some of the main hubs. During the I ASPA Summit, Algeria’s President Abdel 
Aziz Bouteflika – co-host of the Summit – commented that continent-continent relations 
would develop from the economic aspect. However, “cooperation may and should 
stretch all other aspects, thus consolidating the solidarity bonds we intend to forge 
between us.”17 Sure enough, there is glaring interest in reinforced ties via economy and 
trade. The challenge lies in setting legal and institutional frameworks towards smooth 
relations through clear, foreseeable and preferential rules able to enliven the businessmen 
of both parties to seize the opportunities. Some progress has been made as to the 
establishment of the legal framework. For instance, MERCOSUR and ME countries have 
executed several trade agreements. Mexico awaits a FTA with Israel since 2000, as 
detailed as follows. A FTA was entered into by Chile and Turkey in July 2009, effective on 1 
March 2011. That is the first FTA of Turkey with a country of the Americas and the first one 
of Chile with a Muslim country (see Table 4). 
 
 
 

                                                 
17 Samuel Leillen. “Strategic rapprochement of Latin American-Arab countries.” 9 October 2010.  
http://www.olei.org.il/web/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=809:-acercamiento-estrategico-
de-america-latina-con-los-paises-arabes&catid=71:opinion&Itemid=121 (consulted on 15 January 2011). 
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TABLE 4 
Free Trade Agreements between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East 
(by May 2012) 
 

LAC Country ME Country Date of signature Date of entry into 
force 

Chile Turkey 14 July 2009 01 March 2011 
MERCOSUR Israel 18 December 2007 Uruguay December 

2009. Paraguay 
March 2010. Brazil 

April 2010. 
Argentina, not 
effective yet. 

 Egypt 02 August 2010 n.a. 
Mexico Israel 10 April 2000 01 July 2000 
 Israel. Protocol to 

Amend the Free Trade 
Agreement between 
the United States of 

Mexico and the State 
of Israel 

18 November 2008 17 March 2010 

Source: OAS. Foreign Trade Information System. Section on Trade Agreements. 
http://www.sice.oas.org/agreements_e.asp  
 
The high trade barriers erected by Middle East countries suggest a ceiling for bilateral 
trade. Their high protection level contrasts with the significance of foreign trade in their 
economies. In 2011, trade opening in the ME amounted to 68.4%. It is a high percentage 
compared with other regions in the world, particularly with LAC. For its part, in the past 
decade, LAC has not gone beyond 42.3%. This means that LAC has a chance of finding a 
niche in the ME market. 
 
CHART 1  
A comparison of foreign trade as percentage of GDP 
Trade Opening Index of Latin America and the Middle East (2000-2011) 
 

 
Source: Prepared by the author based on IMF and WTO data. 
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Not all Middle East countries are parties to the WTO. As shown in Table 5, only 12 out of the 22 
Arab League Member States are parties to GATT/WTO, whereas all LAC are parties, except for 
Bahamas. Algeria, Azerbaijan, Iraq and Libya have few incentives to join the WTO; their oil-
based export supply does not have foreign tariffs. 
 
Ten ME/Arab League countries are listed as WTO observers – Algeria, Azerbaijan, Comoros, 
Iraq, Iran, Lebanon, Libya, Syria, Sudan and Yemen. Palestine and Somalia are not even 
observers. Since trade in goods and services of these countries is not governed by the rules of 
the world trade system, a way to promote bilateral trade relations could be by reaching 
agreements that set the rules for the trade in goods and services between LAC and the 
ME/Arab League countries which are not parties to the WTO. This framework would help set 
the terms and conditions and develop a long-term trade relationship. Besides, it would help 
negotiate preferential access. As shown in Table 5, the tariffs implemented by the ME 
particularly on agricultural goods, are true barriers to LAC export supply. Take for instance, 
Algeria, with an average MFN agricultural tariff at 23.3%, Egypt, 66.1%; Iran, 28.9%; Morocco, 
42%, or Turkey, 43.44%. 
 
Trade talks between MERCOSUR and Middle East countries  
 

a) The FTA between MERCOSUR and Israel was signed on 18 December 2007. Earlier, on 8 
December 2005, the parties reached a Master Trade Agreement in order to set the 
terms and conditions for the negotiation of a free trade agreement. The FTA will enter 
into force for Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. It encompasses almost the whole tariff 
scope with immediate trade liberalization and gradual tax relief at four, eight and ten 
years. Being the first FTA between MERCOSUR and a partner outside the region, it 
“represents a significant advance in its strategy of international insertion.”18 It contains 
a chapter on technical and technology cooperation to explore new areas of bilateral 
relations in a relevant sector, where both parties will be able to capitalize on their own 
strengths, including cutting-edge technology. It also opens up the possibility of future 
talks on trade in services. 

 
b) The FTA between MERCOSUR and Egypt was signed in August 2010. “The first trade 

arrangement of the bloc with a country of the Arab world will help increase and 
deepen trade relations between the parties.”19 This FTA comprises fixed tariff 
preferences for approximately 9800 products. Periods of up to 10 years are slated for 
tax relief. It is pending approval by the national legislatures of the five Member States. 
Upon the entry into force of the FTA, 26% of tariff fractions will have ready access 
(approximately 1708 products). Paraguay, as a less developed country and in view of 
the asymmetries, got better access to the Egyptian market compared with other 
MERCOSUR Member States for a full array of agricultural and industrial commodities, 
namely: frozen chicken; beef assortments; fruit juices; yerba mate; coffee or tea 
extracts, and vegetable oil, among others. They account for over 60% of the export 
supply of Paraguay. As to rules of origin, Paraguay and Uruguay were granted more 
flexibility for extra-regional inputs. MERCOSUR offered Egypt ready access to about 26% 
of the fractions covered by the agreement; 6%  was set within a term of four years; 
31%, eight years, and 31%, 10 years. In addition to the access to markets, the 
agreement includes trade disciplines, such as safeguards, dispute settlement and rules 
of origin.20 

 
                                                 
18 “Tremendous stride in integration: MERCOSUR and Israel sign Free Trade Agreement.” Presidency of the Eastern 
Republic of Uruguay. 18 December 2007. http://www.presidencia.gub.uy/_web/css/impresion.htm. 
19 Joint Communiqué of the Presidents of MERCOSUR Member States. 
http://www.mercosur.int/innovaportal/file/2328/1/CMC_2010_ACTA01_COMUNICADO_ES_EE.PP%20del%20%20M
CS.pdf. 
20 “MERCOSUR and the Arab Republic of Egypt sign Free Trade Agreement” Daily News Bulletin. San Juan, 
Argentina, 2 August 2010. www.mre.gov.py. 
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TABLE 5 
Trade and tariff profile of Middle East and Arab League 
countries
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c) In May 2005, during the ASPA Summit, representatives of MERCOSUR and the 

Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (CCG)21 signed a Unified 
Economic Agreement, in advance to a deal on tariff preferences. In order to 
implement this agreement, with a view to tightening economic and trade ties, the 
first meeting among the parties was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on 26 and 27 
November 2005. The talks for a FTA were slated to be completed in 2006. The III 
Negotiation Meeting was held in January 2007. There is no information available 

                                                 
21 The CCG includes Oman, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, UAE and Kuwait. 
 http://www.sice.oas.org/TPD/MER_GCC/Negotiations/comunprensaccg_e.doc. 
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on any meetings after the wrap-up of the FTA talks.22 At the MERCOSUR Summit in 
2010, the Heads of State made an appeal to complete the talks as soon as 
possible. They also suggested joint initiatives to spearhead business and better 
knowledge of the integration process of each party. An investors’ meeting was 
advised to trace specific projects for joint investments, as well as trade missions to 
promote trade and exchange of information on individual markets, and sessions to 
exchange experiences on macroeconomic coordination and the customs system 
of each party. 

 
d) The Framework Agreement between MERCOSUR and Jordan was passed on 30 

June 2008, ahead of the negotiation of an FTA. Later, in October 2008, both 
parties met in Amman, Jordan, to explore the possibility of an FTA and set an 
agenda.23 In 2010, three Negotiation Rounds of the Free Trade Agreement 
between MERCOSUR and Jordan finished off. However, because of the political 
stalemate in the Middle East, no more progress has been made. Nonetheless, 
Brazilian authorities had championed the initiative and proposed to complete the 
talks.24 
 

e) A Framework Trade Agreement between MERCOSUR and the Kingdom of 
Morocco, to set the terms and conditions for an FTA, entered into force on 29 April 
2010. The first round of negotiations took place on 11 April 2008 in Rabat, Morocco.  

 
f) On 20 December 2011, during the Montevideo Summit, MERCOSUR signed an FTA 

with the Palestinian National Authority. The agreement is set to enliven a feeble 
bilateral trade. 

 
g) MERCOSUR has also expressed interest in talks with Syria. In October 2010, the 

parties inked an agreement for the negotiation of an FTA. However, the talks have 
been deferred because of the political turmoil in the Middle East, particularly in 
Syria. 

 
h) A Framework Agreement for the Establishment of a Free Trade Area between 

MERCOSUR and the Republic of Turkey was signed on 20 June 2008.  
 
This number of bilateral and sub-regional agreements with the Middle East breaks ground 
for trade and investment relations. Hence, the business sector faces the challenge of 
cashing on the opportunities afforded by these agreements to explore thus-far distant 
and barely known markets. Such agreements are a superb platform, as they set 
preferential conditions with a certain, transparent, long-run outlook. 
 
Common stances at the World Trade Organization 
 
At the WTO, LAC and ME countries have also found some areas in the common interest 
and they have jointly lobbied in the Doha Round through several taskforces with specific 
agendas. Despite an uncertain future, the Doha Round is the par excellence multilateral 
                                                 
22 Argentina. Ministry of Industry and Trade. Deputy Secretary Office of Trade Policy and Management. 
http://www.comercio.gov.ar/web/index.php?pag=68&btn=161&PHPSESSID=edced67cf164b138ae5bf802256545
f0  
23 MERCOSUR Summit. Joint communiqué of the Presidents of MERCOSUR Member States. 17 December 2010. Foz 
de Iguazú – Brazil. 
http://www.mercosur.int/innovaportal/file/2328/1/CMC_2010_ACTA01_COMUNICADO_ES_EE.PP%20del%20%20M
CS.pdf. 
24 News Web site of the Federal Senate. Ambassador advocates agreement between MERCOSUR and Jordan. 
23 March 2012. 
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trade forum that encompasses most ME and LAC countries. Both groups take part in 
several working and negotiation groups, namely: G-90; G-20; G-33; G-11; Group of friends 
of anti-dumping talks and Group of sponsors of the W-52 paper. 
 
G-90, composed of the African Group, ACP25 and less developed countries, joins efforts to 
offset the positions of developed countries. LAC is represented by the Caribbean 
countries (Antigua y Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cuba, Dominica, the 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, 
Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago). The ME is represented 
by Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, Morocco, Mauritania, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen. 
 
WTO G-20 is another meeting point of LAC and the ME. It pursues overarching agricultural 
reforms in developed countries, with flexibility for developing countries as part of the Doha 
Round. Participants for LAC include Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, in addition to Egypt for the 
Middle East. 
 
G-33, also called “Friends of Special Products,” lobbies for the flexibility needed by 
developing countries for limited access of their agricultural and livestock markets. This 
group counts on participants from LAC (Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, 
Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint 
Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago, Venezuela) and Turkey. 
 
G-11, on non-agricultural market access (NAMA), counts on the participation of Egypt 
and Tunisia, as well as Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela. Its mission is having flexibility to limit 
the access to markets of industrial products, in the development interest of its parties. 
 
In the Group of Friends of Anti-Dumping Negotiations (ANA/FANs) Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica and Mexico take part for LAC, and Israel and Turkey for the ME. The group 
pursues more and better disciplines for the use of anti-dumping measures. 
 
The Group of Sponsors of the W52 Paper (TN/C/W/52), which fosters several methods of 
negotiations on geographical indicators (multilateral registry for wines and spirits and the 
extension of the highest protection level to products other than wines and spirits) and 
“disclosure” (the obligation of the applicants for a patent to disclose the origin of the 
genetic resources and traditional knowledge used in the inventions), includes, on the one 
hand, Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Peru, Saint Kitts & Nevis, 
Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago for LAC, 
and, on the other hand, Djibouti, Egypt, Morocco, Mauritania, Tunisia and Turkey for the 
ME. 
 
 

                                                 
25 Group of 77 countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (56 members) that hold a preferential trade 
relation with the European Union under the former Lomé Convention, nowadays Cotonou Agreement. 
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IV.  TRADE AND INVESTMENT  
 

The Middle East has had a rapid population and economic growth that makes it an 
ideal place for the countries of the LAC region to seek to develop business relationships. 
However, trade relations between the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and 
those of the Middle East have so far been marginal, with low levels for both groups. 
Relations between the two regions have not been a priority and neither side has become 
an important trading partner for each other. This is also a result of the lack of knowledge 
about the opportunities offered by each group. Furthermore, the Middle East export 
platform is still dominated by oil, which means that the customers of this region are 
primarily based in developed or emerging countries that are hungrier for oil, such as 
China. 

 
Both Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East are characterized by their 
low levels of intra-regional integration and trade, with 20% for the former and about 10% 
for the latter. This low level integration is mainly due to similar exportable offers which are 
dominated by energy and natural resources. In fact the Middle East region is still in the 
process of creating an effective framework or institutions responsible for the formulation 
and implementation of standards and policies to influence, regulate and monitor 
economic relations. We can currently identify three major initiatives of subregional 
integration in the Middle East: 
 

a) In 1998, 18 of the 22 members of the League of Arab States endorsed the 
establishment of an Arab Free Trade Zone, which extends from Iraq in the east to 
Morocco in the west. This commercial zone only covers trade in goods the tariffs of 
which were eliminated from 2005. This agreement does not cover trade in services 
or investments and non-tariff barriers still exist in intra-regional trade.26  

b) In 2003, the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) decided to create 
both a customs union and a monetary union by 2011. Both initiatives are still far 
from realized though. 

c) In 2004, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco and Tunisia formed the Agadir Agreement, which 
adopted the pan-European rules of origin and accumulation of origin systems in 
order to promote horizontal specialization and to participate more actively in 
trade with the European Union.  

 
In general, as shown in Chart 2, the Middle East total trade has greater participation or 
influence in world trade than that of Latin America and the Caribbean from 2003 and 
from 2007 when using the traditional definition of Middle East;27 only when the Arab 
League definition is used, Latin America and the Caribbean shows a greater global 
participation in total trade. In 2011, the Middle East accounted for 7.35% of total trade, 
with Latin America and the Caribbean representing 5.96%. 
 
 

                                                 
26 Marcus Nolan and Howard Pack. The Arab Economies in a Changing World. Peterson Institute for International 
Economics. June 2007. p. 215. 
27 The traditional definition of Middle East (Non-Greater) includes the following countries: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Egypt, U.A.E., Iraq, Iran, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Syria, Turkey, and Yemen, i.e., it excludes 
all three former Soviet Republics (Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia) and all African countries that are members 
of the Arab League but Egypt. If information was available, Palestine would also be part of the Non-Greater 
Middle East. 
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CHART 2 

 
Source: Prepared by the author, based on WTO data. 

 
As a matter of fact, regarding exports (Chart 3), the participation of 26 countries of the 
Middle East in world total exports in 2011 was 8.64%, compared to 6.02% for Latin 
American and Caribbean countries. This share is explained in part by the high component 
of oil in the exports of these countries. High fuel prices have also led to their increased 
participation in international trade in the recent past. The predominance of the Middle 
East in exports is evident no matter what definition of the region is used, including the most 
limited definition (Arab League). Since 2007, this block has had a greater participation in 
world total exports than Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
CHART 3 

 
Source: Prepared by the author based on WTO data. 

 
As regards world imports, Latin America and the Caribbean accounted for 5.89% in 2011, 
while the Middle East represented 6.08%. In this growing participation, Latin American and 
Caribbean countries might play a role in purchases made by the Middle East from the rest 
of the world.  
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CHART 4 

 
Source: Prepared by the author based on WTO data. 

 
On a country-by-country basis, the Middle East countries with higher participation in world 
trade are oil producers, including Saudi Arabia (1.30%, ranked 22nd in the world) and the 
United Arab Emirates (1.34%, 21st). In the export field, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates accounted for 2.00% and 1.56% of total exports worldwide to rank 15th and 20th, 
respectively, in the world in 2011. For its part, Turkey also contributes more than 1.00% of 
the world total, ranking 32nd as an exporter, 20th as an importer and 28th in total trade. 
But Turkey’s exportable offer is notably more diversified into manufacturing (77.6% of total 
exports in 2010).28  
 
Table 6 below summarizes the main macro-trade indicators of the Middle East and the 
League of Arab States, by country. Generally, it can be noted that the majority of the 
countries of the Middle East have a large current account balance surplus as a 
percentage of GDP, which results from their oil exports. In contrast, non-oil producing 
countries such as Armenia, Djibouti, Georgia, Jordan, and Lebanon show large and in 
some cases perilous current account balance deficits as a percentage of GDP. In 
addition, several of these countries are very open, small and medium-sized economies 
with a level of trade opening in excess of 80.0%, such as the United Arab Emirates 
(136.1%), Mauritania (125.5%), Iraq (119.0%), Bahrain (113.0%), Oman (98.5%), Tunisia 
(90.2%), Jordan (89.8%) and Saudi Arabia (82.5%). There are also countries with small, 
closed economies, including Sudan (28.0%), Comoros (32.6%), Djibouti (41.6%) and Syria 
(45.2%), and others such as Egypt (37.9%), Iran (41.2%) and Turkey (48.3%) with high tariffs, 
especially in the agricultural sector. 
 
 

                                                 
28 Source: WTO Trade Profile, 
http://stat.wto.org/CountryProfile/WSDBCountryPFView.aspx?Language=E&Country=SA,TR,AE. 
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TABLE 6 
Middle East and Arab League Macro-Trade Indicators 
 

 
 
 

ME/AL 
countries 

Exports 

(X) 
Imports 

(M) 
Trade 

Balance 

(X‐M)

  Total

Trade 

(CT=X+M)

Exports Imports
   Total

Trade

Share (%) 

   TT in 
ME/AL 

Current account

as % of GDP

Trade 

Openness 

(X+M/GDP)

Saudi Arabia 

364,500 111,744 252,756 476,244 2.00% 0.61% 1.30% 17.70% 24.4% 82.5%

Algeria

73,390 46,453 26,937 119,843 0.40% 0.25% 0.33% 4.45% 10.3% 62.8%

Armenia

1,330 4,152 ‐2,822 5,481 0.007% 0.023% 0.015% 0.20% ‐12.3% 54.2%

Azerbaijan

35,400 9,800 25,600 45,200 0.19% 0.05% 0.12% 1.68% 26.3% 72.5%

Bahrain

18,500 11,000 7,500 29,500 0.10% 0.06% 0.08% 1.10% 4.2% 113.0%

Comoros

20 180 ‐160 200 0.0001% 0.0010% 0.0005% 0.01% ‐9.8% 32.6%

Djibouti

95 420 ‐325 515 0.0005% 0.0023% 0.0014% 0.02% ‐12.7% 41.6%

Egypt

30,528 58,903 ‐28,375 89,431 0.17% 0.32% 0.24% 3.32% ‐2.0% 37.9%

U.A.E. 
285,000 205,000 80,000 490,000 1.56% 1.12% 1.34% 18.21% 9.2% 136.1%

Georgia

2,189 7,058 ‐4,869 9,247 0.012% 0.038% 0.025% 0.34% ‐12.7% 64.5%

Iraq

83,300 54,000 29,300 137,300 0.46% 0.29% 0.38% 5.10% 10.7% 119.0%

Iran

131,000 68,000 63,000 199,000 0.72% 0.37% 0.54% 7.39% 7.9% 41.2%

Israel

66,520 75,990 ‐9,470 142,510 0.37% 0.41% 0.39% 5.30% 0.1% 58.7%

Jordan

7,963 18,301 ‐10,338 26,265 0.04% 0.10% 0.07% 0.98% ‐9.5% 89.8%

MACRO‐TRADE INDICATORS 2011: MIDDLE EAST AND ARAB LEAGUE COUNTRIES

Foreign trade (million dollars) Share (%) in the world  Macro‐Trade Ratios *
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Kuwait 
98,100 25,300 72,800 123,400 0.54% 0.14% 0.34% 4.59% 41.8% 69.8% 

Lebanon 
5,664 20,750 ‐15,086 26,414 0.03% 0.11% 0.07% 0.98% ‐14.4% 67.7% 

Libya 
17,500 5,000 12,500 22,500 0.10% 0.03% 0.06% 0.84% 4.4% 61.0% 

Morocco 
21,153 44,103 ‐22,950 65,256 0.12% 0.24% 0.18% 2.42% ‐7.4% 65.8% 

Mauritania 
2,670 2,600 70 5,270 0.015% 0.014% 0.014% 0.20% ‐6.5% 125.5% 

Oman 
46,850 23,950 22,900 70,800 0.26% 0.13% 0.19% 2.63% 13.2% 98.5% 

Qatar 
98,000 26,000 72,000 124,000 0.54% 0.14% 0.34% 4.61% 28.4% 71.3% 

Syria 
10,700 16,400 ‐5,700 27,100 0.06% 0.09% 0.07% 1.01% ‐3.3% 50.4% 

Sudan 
9,250 8,900 350 18,150 0.05% 0.05% 0.05% 0.67% 2.1% 28.0% 

Tunisia 
17,847 23,958 ‐6,111 41,805 0.10% 0.13% 0.11% 1.55% ‐7.4% 90.2% 

Turkey 
134,972 240,834 ‐105,863 375,806 0.74% 1.31% 1.03% 13.96% ‐9.9% 48.3% 

Yemen 
11,700 8,200 3,500 19,900 0.06% 0.04% 0.05% 0.74% ‐3.5% 59.1% 

ME/AL 

1,574,140 1,116,996 457,144 2,691,136 8.6% 6.1% 7.4% 100.0% 7.6% 68.4% 

World 

18,217,000 18,381,000 ‐164,000 36,598,000 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% n.a n.a. 52.5% 

Source: Prepared by the author, based on WTO and IMF data. n.a. = does not apply n.d. = not available

* In the case of Syria, indicators are for 2010 
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In relation to trade between the two regions, Table 7 below summarizes total trade flows 
(imports and exports) with the Middle East that Latin America and the Caribbean has 
generated from 2001 to 2011. Bilateral trade data used in this section came from the 
Trade Map database of UNCTAD/WTO’s International Trade Centre (ITC), while the totals 
were taken from WTO. 
 
TABLE 7 
Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) Trade: 
Total trade (TT) and trade with the Middle East (ME) 
(US million dollars, 2001-2011) 
 

 

 
 

As shown in Table 7, biregional trade reached US$ 39.46 billion in 2010, meaning that this 
has almost quadrupled from 2001 when trade between the two regions reached 
US$ 10.471 billion. The Great Global Recession unleashed in September 2008 dramatically 
reduced total trade in both regions, with a 23.9% contraction in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and a 25.2% drop in the Middle East. Total trade between the two regions also 
suffered a severe decline of 27.7%, due to the slowdown of the economies and in 
particular imports from Latin America and the Caribbean, which contracted 46.4% 
compared to 2008 levels. It should be noted that exports from Latin America and the 
Caribbean to the Middle East decreased only by 12.4% while the world exports fell 22.7%.  
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, considering long-term trends in exports, imports and total 
trade we can state that: 
 

 Latin America and the Caribbean’s trade flows to/from the Middle East grew at a 
higher average growth rate for 2001-2010 than the equivalent rates with the rest of 
the world. For example, the average annual growth of exports from Latin America 
and the Caribbean to the countries of the Middle East was 17.79%, compared to a 
growth of exports to the world of 10.99%. The same is valid for imports (12.96% vs. 
10.11%) and total trade (15.88% vs. 10.54%). 

 Trade shares of Latin America and the Caribbean to and from the Middle East in 
the world total have been consistently increasing, except for 2009 due to the 
impact of the crisis. It is worth noting that the share of exports from Latin America 
and the Caribbean to the countries of the Middle East has been rising consistently 
from 1.70% in 2001 to 2.91% in 2010 as a percentage of global exports of Latin 

Year
Exp. LAC to 
 world (1)

Exp. LAC to
ME (2)

Ratio for
Exp. (2/1)

Imp. LAC f.
world (3)

Imp. LAC f.
ME (4)

Ratio for  
Imp. (4/3)

TT LAC w. 
  world (5)

TT LAC w.
ME (6)

Ratio for 

TT (5/6)
2001 346,529 5,904 1.70% 373,890 4,568 1.22% 720,419 10,471 1.45%
2002 351,921 6,545 1.86% 350,103 4,080 1.17% 702,023 10,625 1.51%
2003 385,453 7,480 1.94% 362,048 4,632 1.28% 747,500 12,113 1.62%
2004 475,088 9,933 2.09% 441,945 6,731 1.52% 917,033 16,659 1.82%
2005 578,782 12,037 2.08% 529,152 8,565 1.62% 1,107,933 20,602 1.86%
2006 691,399 14,557 2.11% 629,046 9,156 1.46% 1,320,445 23,712 1.80%
2007 777,520 16,952 2.18% 748,885 12,398 1.66% 1,526,405 29,351 1.92%
2008 901,744 22,131 2.45% 914,716 18,135 1.98% 1,816,460 40,266 2.22%
2009 697,361 19,376 2.78% 685,746 9,722 1.42% 1,383,106 29,098 2.10%
2010 885,901 25,772 2.91% 889,369 13,674 1.54% 1,775,270 39,446 2.22%
2011* 1,097,539 24,725 2.25% 1,082,700 17,221 1.59% 2,180,238 41,946 1.92%

Avg.G.R.** 10.99% 17.79% n.a. 10.11% 12.96% n.a. 10.54% 15.88% n.a.
Source: Prepared by the author, based on WTO data for total figures and Trade Map data for regional figures. ** Average Growth Rate, 2001 to 2010

Note: Figures corresponding to the Middle East for 2011 are based on partial and preliminary information, which only includes the data reported for 13 of the 33 countries 
encompassed in the definition of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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America and the Caribbean, as shown in Chart 5. Also, despite the decline in 
trade flows due to the financial crisis, the share of LAC exports to the countries of 
the Middle East rose from 2.18% in 2008 to 2.45% in 2009. Therefore, these countries 
are beginning to emerge as an important business opportunity for Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

 
CHART 5 
Share of exports of Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle East in world total 
(2001-2010) 
 

 
Source: Prepared by the author, based on Trade Map and WTO data. 
 
 In 2010, the exports from Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle East 

exceeded the pre-crisis level and were 16.5% higher than in 2008. With partial 
information for 2011, it can be inferred that imports and consequently total trade 
finally exceeded the 2008 pre-crisis levels. 

 
It is expected that the recovery that started in 2010 will also lead to increased trade flows 
between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East, even though political 
instability in several countries of the latter region could have a short-term negative impact 
on the expansion of bilateral trade flows. 
 
It is important to emphasize that trade relations between the two regions contrast 
significantly with the trade performance of the Middle East worldwide. In this region, 
countries such as Azerbaijan, Georgia, Qatar, Sudan and Mauritania had an outstanding 
trade performance during the period 2000-2011, as shown in Table 8.29 Outstanding trade 
performance means that exports, imports and/or total trade of these countries are above 
the global performance of the region, which was 1.1079 for exports, 1.1044 for imports and 
1.1068 for total trade in the period 2000-2010. For this reason, the countries of Latin 
                                                 
29 In order to calculate trade performance of the Middle East countries, firstly we took WTO data on exports, 
imports and total trade for 2000-2011. Performance was measured by using a logarithmic regression estimation in 
the form Yi(t) = a*bt,  t = 2000 to 2011 i= evaluated country or the world for the global scenario, where Y(t) is 
exports, imports or total trade; t is the time variable that goes from 2000 to 2011; a and b are the parameters to 
be calculated. In this case, the estimate for parameter b is the trade performance of that country; the higher 
the value of b, the better the performance of the country. In mathematical terms, b, or more specifically ln(b), is 
the semi-elasticity of exports, imports, or total trade versus time. It is the historical trend of the variable, or its 
growth rate over time. 
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America and the Caribbean should look at the region carefully and direct their actions 
towards coming closer to those countries with an outstanding trade performance, seeking 
to expand trade links. Furthermore, it may be more difficult to access those countries with 
poorer import performance and even more complicated to develop trade links with 
them. 
 
TABLE 8 
Trade performance of Middle East countries 

 
Source: Prepared by the author, based on WTO data. 
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1. Biregional Trade  
 In this section, we focus on biregional trade flows. Numeric figures reveal that Latin 
America and the Caribbean sells more to the countries of the Middle East than it buys 
from them. The dynamism of exports shown since 2001 has led Latin America and the 
Caribbean to a consistent and growing trade surplus with the Middle East. In fact, there is 
a 2-to-1 ratio, where for every dollar that Latin America and the Caribbean imports from 
the Middle East, it sells two dollars to that region, allowing LAC to maintain a trade surplus 
of more than US$ 12 billion in 2010. 
 
CHART 6 
Trade Balance of Latin America and the Caribbean with the Middle East (2001-2011) 
 

 
Source: Prepared by the author, based on Trade Map data. *Preliminary and partial information subject to validation and 
changes. 
 

1.1 Exports from Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle East  
 
 As shown in Table 9 below, exports from Latin America and the Caribbean to the 
Middle East totalled US$ 25.77 billion in 2010, a value 4.4 times higher than that observed in 
2001 when exports reached only US$ 5.90 billion. The average growth rate in Latin 
America and the Caribbean for the period 2001-2010 was 17.8%, with Paraguay (49.3%), 
Colombia (31.0%), Brazil (20.7%) and Uruguay (20.5%) showing the most noticeable growth 
rates. 
 
As shown in Chart 7 below, the main LAC countries in terms of exports to the Middle East 
were: Brazil (62.9% of total exports), Argentina (21.5%), Mexico (3.8%), Chile (2.6%) and 
Colombia (2.4%), with the remaining 6.7% being shared by 20 countries. This distribution 
remained relatively stable over the decade, just changing slightly in some years. 
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TABLE 9 
Main Latin American and Caribbean Exporters to the Middle East  
(US million dollars) 
 

 
 
CHART 7 
Main Latin American and Caribbean Exporters to the Middle East  
 

 
 

  1.2 A review of the Latin American and Caribbean exports to the Middle East  
 In 2010, the main exported products were, in order of importance, raw materials 
and food products such as meat and edible offal of poultry; cane sugar; maize; meat of 
bovine animals; soybeans, soybean cakes and soybean oil; sunflower, safflower and 
cotton seed oils; rice; coffee; nutmeg and tobacco. Also noteworthy is the participation 
of the steel and mining sector, including iron ores; intermediate iron or steel products; 
tubes, pipes and hollow profiles of iron or steel; coal, briquettes, ovoids and similar solid 

Country 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011*  AGR**

Brazil 3,009 3,441 4,223 5,940 7,111 9,188 9,981 12,364 11,623 16,206 19,696 20.67%

Argentina 1,868 1,821 1,926 2,554 2,729 2,656 3,798 6,158 4,384 5,552 n.d. 12.87%

Mexico 322 287 348 278 493 733 908 1,324 1,062 985 1,279 14.81%

Chile 269 354 346 432 671 817 968 672 489 669 958 13.54%

Colombia 92 133 191 225 365 358 370 432 659 622 1,368 31.01%

Uruguay 87 169 135 164 206 251 218 363 432 446 566 20.54%

Peru 76 77 71 90 95 158 191 147 115 180 167 8.23%

Guatemala 82 95 72 59 68 62 118 163 216 261 n.d. 13.75%

Paraguay 6 1 15 40 46 28 67 148 170 195 321 49.34%

Venezuela 15 54 30 42 108 118 118 191 61 89 89 19.71%

Ecuador 39 32 53 48 60 50 71 65 51 164 211 18.43%

Rest of LAC  41 81 71 59 86 138 145 105 114 402 71 29.00%

Total LAC 5,904 6,545 7,480 9,933 12,037 14,557 16,952 22,131 19,376 25,772 24,725 17.79%

Source: Prepared by the author, based on TradeMap data Not available, estimate

Notes: * Partial and preliminary information; ** Average Growth Rate 2001‐2011, except for Argentina, Guatemala, Rest of LAC and Total LAC (2001‐2010).
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fuels; gold; refined copper and copper alloys. As regards manufactured products, 
aircrafts have a clear dominance (e.g. helicopters, planes). 
 
An analysis of trade concentration by headings/products indicates that 6 
headings/products alone account for 50% of exports, with 60% being concentrated in 8; 
70% in 13; 80% in 23; and 90% in 69 (see Table 10). These numeric figures depict a reality in 
terms of an excessive concentration in a few products, making it necessary to diversify 
exports through an expansion of the LAC exportable value/offer to the Middle East. 
 
Table 10 lists the main exports from Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle East, 
sorted by exported value in descending order. The main results are as follows: 
 
TABLE 10 
Main Subheadings Exported to the Middle East by Latin America and the Caribbean 
in 2010 
 

Subheading Subheading Description 

2010 
Exports 

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share 
(%) Accum. (%) 

'170111 raw cane sugar, unflavoured and uncoloured, in the solid 
form 

$3,093,680 11.97% 11.97% 

'100590 other maize varieties $2,209,711 8.55% 20.52% 

'020230 meat of bovine animals, boneless, frozen $1,914,120 7.41% 27.93% 

'260112 iron ores and agglomerated concentrates thereof $1,848,961 7.15% 35.08% 

'020712 meat and edible offal of hens and roosters, not cut in 
pieces, frozen 

$1,787,286 6.92% 42.00% 

'170199 other cane or beet sugars and chemically pure sucrose $1,630,368 6.31% 48.31% 

'230400 oilcakes and other solid residues resulting from the 
extraction of soybean oil,  

$1,568,468 6.07% 54.37% 

'150710 soybean oil crude, including degummed soybean oil $1,209,115 4.68% 59.05% 

'120100 soybeans, including broken soybeans $753,927 2.92% 61.97% 

'020714 meat and edible offal of hens and roosters, cut in pieces, 
frozen 

$673,413 2.61% 64.58% 

'260111 iron ores and non-agglomerated concentrates thereof $666,481 2.58% 67.15% 

'270112 bituminous coal, including pulverized, non-agglomerated $463,325 1.79% 68.95% 

'880240 aeroplanes and other aircraft, of an unloaded weight 
exceeding 15000 kg 

$462,798 1.79% 70.74% 

'730429 other iron or steel tubes, pipes and hollow profiles, seamless $373,002 1.44% 72.18% 

'740311 cathodes and cathode sections of refined copper $294,447 1.14% 73.32% 

'999999 materials not elsewhere specified $280,798 1.09% 74.41% 

'090111 coffee, non-roasted, non-decaffeinated $259,290 1.00% 75.41% 

'090830 amomum and cardamoms $222,914 0.86% 76.27% 

'281820 other aluminium oxides $203,350 0.79% 77.06% 

'020130 meat of bovine animals, boneless, fresh or chilled $202,173 0.78% 77.84% 

'240120 partly or wholly stemmed or stripped tobacco $185,497 0.72% 78.56% 

'010290 other live bovine animals $180,230 0.70% 79.26% 

'870323 motor cars, designed for the transport of people, cyl > 1500 $179,182 0.69% 79.95% 

'040221 milk powder, not containing added sugar or other 
sweetening matter 

$161,653 0.63% 80.58% 

'710813 semi-manufactured gold, non-monetary $153,918 0.60% 81.17% 
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Subheading Subheading Description 

2010 
Exports 

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share 
(%) Accum. (%) 

'080300 bananas or plantains, fresh or dried $146,159 0.57% 81.74% 

'842911 bulldozers, including angledozers, track $121,549 0.47% 82.21% 

'151211 sunflower or safflower oil, fractions simply refined $112,333 0.43% 82.64% 

'080810 fresh apples $105,429 0.41% 83.05% 

'710812 unwrought gold, except in powder form, non-monetary $103,445 0.40% 83.45% 

'440710 coniferous wood, sawn or chipped lengthwise $100,544 0.39% 83.84% 

'100190 other wheat and meslin $75,936 0.29% 84.13% 

'520100 cotton, not carded or combed $74,146 0.29% 84.42% 

'100630 semi-milled or wholly milled rice, including polished or 
glazed 

$73,568 0.28% 84.71% 

'870600 chassis for the motor vehicles of headings 8701 to 8705, 
fitted with 

$69,867 0.27% 84.98% 

'880230 aeroplanes and other aircraft, of an unloaded weight not 
exceeding 2000 kg 

$66,743 0.26% 85.23% 

'071333 common beans, dried, shelled $56,440 0.22% 85.45% 

'720310 ferrous products obtained by direct reduction of iron ore $51,307 0.20% 85.65% 

'470329 chemical wood pulp, semi bleached or bleached, other 
than 

$49,699 0.19% 85.84% 

'270900 petroleum oils or oils obtained from bituminous minerals, 
crude 

$48,612 0.19% 86.03% 

'260800 zinc ores and concentrates $46,180 0.18% 86.21% 

'720711 semi-finished products of iron or non-alloy steel, 
rectangular cross section 

$45,909 0.18% 86.39% 

'160250 prepared or preserved meat or edible offal of bovine 
animals 

$45,720 0.18% 86.56% 

'870190 other tractors $44,952 0.17% 86.74% 

'160232 other prepared or preserved meat, edible offal of roosters, 
hens 

$43,782 0.17% 86.91% 

'271019 light petroleum distillates, not elsewhere specified $43,501 0.17% 87.08% 

'730419 tubes, pipes and hollow profiles, seamless, of iron or steel: 
tubes of 

$43,107 0.17% 87.24% 

'210111 coffee extracts, essences and concentrates $42,948 0.17% 87.41% 

'040510 butter $42,580 0.16% 87.57% 

'480256 uncoated paper and paperboard, of a kind used for 
writing, print 

$41,508 0.16% 87.73% 

'842920 levelling machinery $39,820 0.15% 87.89% 

'510529 other combed wool, not in bulk $38,417 0.15% 88.04% 

'120600 sunflower seeds (helianthus annuus l.) $35,274 0.14% 88.17% 

'071320 dried chickpeas $33,502 0.13% 88.30% 

'160100 sausages and similar products, of meat, offal or blood; 
food pre 

$32,996 0.13% 88.43% 

'080231 walnuts in shell, fresh or dried $32,582 0.13% 88.56% 

'271312 calcined petroleum coke $32,498 0.13% 88.68% 

'841430 compressors of a kind used in refrigerating equipment $31,951 0.12% 88.81% 

'230120 flours, meals and pellets, of fish or of crustaceans, molluscs 
or oth 

$31,257 0.12% 88.93% 

'260700 lead ores and concentrates $29,973 0.12% 89.04% 
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Subheading Subheading Description 

2010 
Exports 

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share 
(%) Accum. (%) 

'350300 jellies (including jellies in rectangular or square sheets) $29,209 0.11% 89.16% 

'870421 other motor vehicles for the transport of goods $28,848 0.11% 89.27% 

'720720 iron or steel containing, with a carbon content, containing 
by weight  

$27,294 0.11% 89.37% 

'090300 mate $27,239 0.11% 89.48% 

'300490 other medicaments $27,051 0.10% 89.58% 

'151521 maize oil and its fractions, crude $26,652 0.10% 89.69% 

'480255 uncoated paper and paperboard, of a kind used for 
writing, print 

$26,479 0.10% 89.79% 

'390230 propylene copolymers, in primary forms $26,117 0.10% 89.89% 

'292610 acrylonitrile $25,608 0.10% 89.99% 

'260300 copper ores and concentrates $25,294 0.10% 90.09% 

Source: Prepared by the author, based on Trade Map data.       
Methodology: Factored in were those subheadings covering 90% of the total exported to the ME by LAC, in 
descending order. 

 
Another relevant fact is that Latin America and the Caribbean exports several products 
that meet a significant proportion of the import demand of the Middle East. Those 
subheadings of the exportable offer of Latin America and the Caribbean exceeding 30% 
of the demand of the Middle East are listed in Table 11 below. In total, there are 27 
subheadings that meet this criterion, meaning that Latin America and the Caribbean is a 
major supplier for these 27 subheadings/products. For example, 66.8% of the total 
demand for beef and veal imports comes from our region, with almost 81% of cane sugar 
also being supplied by LAC, as well as other raw materials. Nevertheless, in 2010, the share 
of exports from Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle East (US$ 25.77 billion) as 
a percentage of the total imported by that region (US$ 948.47 billion) was only 2.72%, 
which means that there is still much demand that Latin America and the Caribbean could 
meet. 
 
TABLE 11 
Main Subheadings Imported from the World by the Middle East with a high share of Latin America and 
the Caribbean  

     ME Imports from Share (%) 

Subheading Subheading Description from ALC (1) the World (2) (1)/(2) 
'090300 mate $27,239 $28,150 96.76% 

'020714 meat and edible offal of hens and 
roosters, cut in pieces, frozen 

$673,413 $794,111 84.80% 

'170111 raw sugar not containing added 
flavouring or colouring matter, in the 
solid form 

$3,821,849 80.95% 

'090830 amomum and cardamoms $222,914 $277,342 80.38% 

'150710 Soybean oil, crude, including 
degummed 

$1,209,115 $1,541,199 78.45% 

'020712 meat and edible offal of hens and 
roosters, not cut in pieces, frozen 

$1,787,286 $2,358,664 75.78% 

'030378 whiting and hake, frozen, excluding 
fillets, other meat portions, livers and 
roes 

$16,663 $23,728 70.23% 



Relations between Latin America and the Caribbean                             SP/Di N° 13-12 
and the Middle East: Status and areas of opportunity  
 

 

43 

     ME Imports from Share (%) 

Subheading Subheading Description from ALC (1) the World (2) (1)/(2) 
'020230 meat of bovine animals, boneless, 

frozen 
$1,914,120 $2,866,410 66.78% 

'260112 iron ores and agglomerated 
concentrates thereof 

$1,848,961 $2,822,660 65.50% 

'020329 other meat of swine, frozen $22,814 $35,309 64.61% 

'230400 oilcakes and other solid residues 
resulting from the extraction of 
soybean oil 

$1,568,468 $2.539,127 61.77% 

'160250 prepared or preserved meat or 
edible offal of bovine animals 

$45,720 $76,913 59.44% 

'020130 meat of bovine animals, boneless, 
fresh or chilled 

$202,173 $367,971 54.94% 

'081320 dried or dehydrated prunes $10,069 $19,056 52.84% 

'170199 other cane or beet sugars and 
chemically pure sucrose 

$1,630,368 $3,130,103 52.09% 

'100590 other maize varieties $2,209,711 $4,391,711 50.32% 

'350300 jellies (including jellies in rectangular 
or square sheets) 

$29,209 $59,799 48.85% 

'020629 other edible offal of bovine animals, 
frozen 

$12,805 $26,587 48.16% 

'260700 lead ores and concentrates thereof $29,973 $68,531 43.74% 

'160232 other prepared or preserved meat 
or edible offal of roosters, hens 

$43,782 $109,604 39.,95% 

'200939 juice of citrus fruit, unfermented, not 
containing added spirit, incl. those 
containing added sugar 

$10,067 $28,300 35.57% 

'080231 walnuts in shell, fresh or dried $32,582 $92,298 35.30% 

'710813 gold in semi-manufactured forms, 
non-monetary 

$153,918 $456,203 33.74% 

'240120 partly or wholly stemmed or stripped 
tobacco 

$185,497 $550,309 33.71% 

'843359 other harvesting machines and 
appliances 

$14,841 $44,355 33.46% 

'510529 other combed wool, not in bulk $38,417 $118,199 32.50% 

'090111 coffee, non-roasted, non-
decaffeinated 

$259,290 $854,511 30.34% 

 
Source: Prepared by the author, based on Trade Map data. 
Methodology: Factored in were those subheadings the trade of which in LAC and the ME was higher than 
US$ 10 million, and where the percentage share of imports of the ME in the total exported to the ME by LAC was 
higher than 30%. 
 

1.3 Imports from the Middle East by Latin America and the Caribbean 
 
 As described in Table 12 below, imports from the Middle East made by Latin 
America and the Caribbean amounted to US$ 13.674 billion in 2010, while the region’s 
imports from the world totalled US$ 889.369 billion. It means that only 1.54% of total foreign 
purchases made by Latin America and the Caribbean in that year came from the Middle 
East. By 2010, imports from the Middle East made by Latin America and the Caribbean 
had tripled compared to 2001, when they were only US$ 4.568 billion. The 2001-2010 
average growth rate of LAC imports was almost 13.0%, with Peru (28.1%), Chile (22.0%), 
Colombia (18.5%), Panama (16.7%) and Brazil (15.3%) as the leading importers. 
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TABLE 12 
Main Latin American and Caribbean Importers from the Middle East 
(US million dollars) 
 

 
 
As shown in Chart 8 below, the main Latin American and Caribbean importers from the 
Middle East in 2010 were: Brazil (64.1% of total), Mexico (14.5%), Argentina (4.6%), Chile 
(3.7%), Colombia (3.0%), Peru (2.4%), with the remaining 7.6% being shared by 19 
countries. This distribution remained relatively stable over the decade, with slight changes 
in some years. 
 
CHART 8 
Main Latin American and Caribbean Importers from the Middle East  
 

 
 
 

Country 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011* A.G.R.**

Brazil 2,845 2,704 3,113 4,749 5,885 6,077 7,646 12,060 6,291 8,760 11,842 15.33%

Mexico 845 788 800 1,053 1,342 1,557 2,106 2,493 1,393 1,985 2,745 12.51%

Argentina 197 75 98 145 157 309 425 619 318 632 n.d. 13.80%

Chile 109 80 71 87 105 122 983 1,104 153 504 792 21.97%

Colombia 77 99 106 98 148 189 238 309 323 415 423 18.54%

Peru 46 36 36 39 87 60 142 308 206 335 550 28.10%

Costa Rica 59 26 42 29 163 52 45 63 299 249 209 13.47%

Venezuela 63 32 42 43 114 135 135 230 226 160 154 9.39% 
Uruguay 62 19 11 141 38 165 59 94 89 138 185 11.53%

Ecuador 67 32 37 79 125 176 290 371 87 128 188 10.87%

Panama 21 7 5 5 8 32 44 93 67 86 n.d. 16.66%

Rest of LAC  176 182 273 263 393 280 285 392 271 283 134 5.40% 
Total LAC 4,568 4,080 4,632 6,731 8,565 9,156 12,398 18,135 9,722 13,674 17,221 12.96% 
Source: Prepared by the author, based on TradeMap data. Not available, estimate

Notes: * Partial and preliminary information; ** Average Growth Rate 2001‐2011, except for Argentina, Guatemala, Rest of LAC and Total LAC (2001‐2010).
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Table 13 below lists, in order of importance of the values, the main products/subheadings 
that Latin America and the Caribbean imported from the Middle East in 2010, which 
consist mostly of products from the following sectors: fuels (petroleum, natural gas and 
aviation spirit (45%)) and chemical compounds and minerals (potassium chloride (2.3%), 
superphosphates (2.23%), urea (2.21%), propane (2.07%), iron (1.99%) and ammonium 
chemicals (1.97%)). These 10 products/subheadings account for 60% of imports from the 
Middle East made by the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean in 2010.  
 
There are also other subheadings/products where the countries of the Middle East have 
potential for increased exports to Latin America and the Caribbean, possibly leading to 
enhanced business opportunities boosted by the Latin American and Caribbean demand 
and the exportable offer of the Middle East. (See Table 18, Business Opportunities of the 
Middle East). 
 
TABLE 13 
Main Subheadings Imported from the Middle East by Latin America and the Caribbean in 
2010 
 

Subheading Subheading Description 
2010 Imports   

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share (%) Accum. 
(%) 

'270900 petroleum oils and oils obtained from bituminous 
minerals, crude 

$3,017,376 21.56% 21.56% 

'271011 aviation spirit $2,633,620 18.82% 40.37% 

'271111 liquefied natural gas $719,998 5.14% 45.52% 

'271019 light oil distillates, not elsewhere specified $434,257 3.10% 48.62% 

'310420 potassium chloride $340,130 2.43% 51.05% 

'310310 superphosphates $311,731 2.23% 53.28% 

'310210 urea, including aqueous solution $309,846 2.21% 55.49% 

'271112 propane, liquefied $289,255 2.07% 57.56% 

'721420 bars of iron containing indentations, ribs, grooves or 
other deformations produced during 

$278,788 1.99% 59.55% 

'310540 ammonium dihydrogenorthophosphate, whether or 
not mixed with diammonium hydrogenortho 

$275,434 1.97% 61.52% 

'310530 diammonium hydrogenorthophosphate $190,775 1.36% 62.88% 

'251020 natural calcium phosphates, natural aluminium 
calcium phosphates and 

$164,926 1.18% 64.06% 

'251010 natural calcium phosphates, natural aluminium 
calcium phosphates and phosphate 

$145,547 1.04% 65.10% 

'390110 polyethylene, density less than 0.94 $121,560 0.87% 65.97% 

'390120 polyethylene, density greater than or equal to 0.94 $112,272 0.80% 66.77% 

'999999 commodities not elsewhere specified $107,412 0.77% 67.54% 

'854231 electronic integrated circuits, processors and 
controllers 

$94,105 0.67% 68.21% 

'280920 phosphoric acid and poliphosphoric acids $92,300 0.66% 68.87% 

'300490 other medicaments $89,871 0.64% 69.51% 

'851762 phones, including mobile phones (cell) and other 
wireless networks; 

$87,092 0.62% 70.13% 

'250300 all types of sulphur, except sublimated, residual and $75,009 0.54% 70.67% 

'390210 polypropylene, in primary forms $70,251 0.50% 71.17% 

'380893 insecticides, rodenticides and other fungicides, 
herbicides, anti-sprouting products 

$67,118 0.48% 71.65% 
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Subheading Subheading Description 
2010 Imports   

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share (%) Accum. 
(%) 

'870829 parts and fittings for other vehicle bodies, including 
cockpits, 

$63,569 0.45% 72.11% 

'721391 other wires, of circular cross-section measuring than 
less than 14 mm in diameter 

$57,734 0.41% 72.52% 

'880240 aeroplanes and other aircraft, of an unloaded 
weight exceeding 15000 kg 

$57,428 0.41% 72.93% 

'270799 oils and other products of the distillation of high 
temperature coal tar 

$52,066 0.37% 73.30% 

'380891 insecticides, rodenticides and other fungicides, 
herbicides, anti-sprouting products 

$51,500 0.37% 73.67% 

'760120 aluminium alloys, unwrought $46,353 0.33% 74.00% 

'551011 single yarn with a content of artificial staple fibres $45,022 0.32% 74.32% 

'851770 phones, including mobile phones (cell) and other 
wireless networks; 

$44,767 0.32% 74.64% 

'880230 aeroplanes and other aircraft, of an unloaded 
weight exceeding 2000 kg 

$41,269 0.29% 74.94% 

'721621 L sections of iron profiles, hot-rolled, less than 80mm 
high 

$39,599 0.28% 75.22% 

'310520 mineral or chemical fertilisers containing the three 
fertilising elements: nitr 

$38,543 0.28% 75.49% 

'820900 plates, sticks, tips and the like for tools, unmounted $33,344 0.24% 75.73% 

'030371 sardines, sardinella, brisling or sprats, frozen, 
excluding fillets, livers, 

$30,875 0.22% 75.95% 

'880330 other parts of aeroplanes or helicopters $30,250 0.22% 76.17% 

'870421 other motor vehicles for the transport of goods, with $29,876 0.21% 76.38% 

'120991 seeds of vegetables $28,693 0.21% 76.59% 

'392010 plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of polymers of 
ethylene, non 

$27,552 0.20% 76.78% 

'271290 other mineral waxes, and similar products $26,437 0.19% 76.97% 

'293090 other organo-sulphur compounds $25,575 0.18% 77.16% 

'620462 long pants, with peto, and cotton shorts for $25,474 0.18% 77.34% 

'842481 other equipment for agriculture or horticulture $24,530 0.18% 77.51% 

'870190 other tractors $24,522 0.18% 77.69% 

'392690 other articles of plastic $24,270 0.17% 77.86% 

'901420 instruments and appliances for aeronautical or 
space navigation (other than 

$24,104 0.17% 78.03% 

'841989 other equipment and appliances for the preparation 
of beverages 

$23,886 0.17% 78.21% 

'870210 motor vehicles for the transport of persons with 
compression-ignition internal comb 

$23,729 0.17% 78.37% 

620342 long pants, pants with peto and cotton shorts $23,135 0.17% 78.54% 

'852560 radio or television transmitters, including those with 
built-in receivers and/or recorders 

$21,341 0.15% 78.69% 

'870899 other parts and accessories for motor vehicles $20,992 0.15% 78.84% 

'840999 other parts identified as suitable for use with engines 
of 

$20,453 0.15% 78.99% 

'722830 other bars and rods of alloy steel, hot-rolled or 
extruded 

$20,250 0.14% 79.13% 

'121190 other plants, parts of plants $20,051 0.14% 79.28% 

'282612 aluminium fluoride $19,897 0.14% 79.42% 

'850650 lithium batteries and battery packs  $19,654 0.14% 79.56% 
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Subheading Subheading Description 
2010 Imports   

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share (%) Accum. 
(%) 

'721491 other bars and rods of iron or non-alloy steel, of 
rectangular cross 

$19,532 0.14% 79.70% 

'392020 plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of polymers of 
propylene, 

$19,389 0.14% 79.84% 

'930690 bombs, grenades, torpedoes, mines, $19,222 0.14% 79.97% 

'848180 other articles of taps and similar bodies $19,106 0.14% 80.11% 

'761490 other wires, cables, plaited bands and the like, of 
aluminium, not electrically insulated 

$19,077 0.14% 80.25% 

'610910 knitted cotton t-shirts for women or girls $18,905 0.14% 80.38% 

'901890 other instruments and appliances for medical, 
surgical, dental 

$18,460 0.13% 80.51% 

'847190 other data processing machines and units thereof $17,987 0.13% 80.64% 

'310590 other fertilisers $17,610 0.13% 80.77% 

'851761 phones, including mobile phones (cell) and other 
wireless networks; 

$17,607 0.13% 80.89% 

'720230 ferro-silico-manganese $17,516 0.13% 81.02% 

'380892 insecticides, rodenticides and other fungicides, 
herbicides, anti-sprouting products 

$17,025 0.12% 81.14% 

'870894 steering wheels,  steering columns and steering 
boxes, for motor vehicles 

$16,801 0.12% 81.26% 

'940600 prefabricated buildings $16,707 0.12% 81.38% 

'290121 ethylene $16,537 0.12% 81.50% 

'080222 hazelnuts, peeled, fresh or dried, including $16,254 0.12% 81.61% 

'854239 other electronic integrated circuits, other than $16,213 0.12% 81.73% 

'392062 other plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of 
polyethylene terephthalate 

$16,083 0.11% 81.85% 

'710239 other non-industrial diamonds $15,928 0.11% 81.96% 

'293499 nucleic acids and their salts, incl.. not chemically 
defined; heterocyclic compounds 

$15,758 0.11% 82.07% 

'271113 butanes, liquefied $15,531 0.11% 82.18% 

'540231 textured yarn, of nylon or other polyamides, not over $15,004 0.11% 82.29% 

'240110 tobacco, not stemmed or stripped $14,827 0.11% 82.40% 

'842121 equipment for filtering or purifying liquids $14,826 0.11% 82.50% 

'080620 raisins $14,718 0.11% 82.61% 

'844313 machines and equipment for printing by means of 
plates, cylinders and other printing elements 

$14,530 0.10% 82.71% 

'840991 parts for spark ignition internal combustion piston 
engines 

$14,521 0.10% 82.81% 

'841191 parts of turbojets or turbo propellers $14,170 0.10% 82.92% 

'620520 cotton shirts for men or boys $14,088 0.10% 83.02% 

'081310 apricots, dried or dehydrated, including seedless $13,736 0.10% 83.11% 

'310390 other mineral or chemical fertilisers, phosphatic $13,602 0.10% 83.21% 

'731210 wire of iron or steel, not electrically insulated $13,225 0.09% 83.31% 

'721499 other bars or rods of iron or non-alloy steel, simply 
forged 

$13,215 0.09% 83.40% 

'290122 propene (propylene) $13,039 0.09% 83.49% 

'730890 iron structure $12,845 0.09% 83.59% 
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Subheading Subheading Description 
2010 Imports   

(thousand 
dollars) 

Share (%) Accum. 
(%) 

'321519 other printing inks $12,607 0.09% 83.68% 

'401161 new pneumatic tyres, of rubber, with herring-bone or 
similar tread 

$12,527 0.09% 83.77% 

'293369 other compounds containing a triazine ring, unfused $12,319 0.09% 83.85% 

'110100 wheat flour, meslin flour $12,308 0.09% 83.94% 

'381700 mixed alkylbenzenes and mixed alkylnaphthalenes, 
produced by the alkylation of ben 

$12,216 0.09% 84.03% 

Source: Trade Map       
 
Table 13 shows that the concentration of products/subheadings exported to Latin 
America and the Caribbean by the countries of the Middle East is even more dramatic 
than that of LAC exports, with the top 5 subheadings (petroleum and fertilisers) 
accounting for 51% of total exports from the Middle East to Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
 
In analyzing potential opportunities for Latin America and the Caribbean to increase its 
imports from Middle East countries, Table 14 below shows that the Middle East supplies 10 
products/subheadings to the LAC region which cover over 30% of the demand (almost 
three times less than the number of products that Latin America and the Caribbean 
exports to the Middle East meeting over 30% of the demand). It is clear that the Middle 
East has not become so far a major supplier of the imported goods that the countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean purchase from the entire world, which allows us to 
conclude that the Middle East business opportunities remain largely unrealized and should 
be further cultivated to reach their highest potential. 
 
TABLE 14 
Main Subheadings Imported by Latin America and the Caribbean with high share of the 
Middle East  
 

    LAC Imports* from:  

Subheading Subheading Description ME World Share (%) 

'081310 apricots, dried or dehydrated, including seedless $13,736 $14,618 93.97% 

'251010 natural calcium phosphates, natural aluminium 
calcium phosphates and phosph 

$145,547 $159,307 91.36% 

'251020 natural calcium phosphates, natural aluminium 
calcium phosphates and phosph 

$164,926 $186,055 88.64% 

'030371 sardines, sardinella, brisling or sprats, frozen, 
excluding fillets, livers, 

$30,875 $37,358 82.65% 

'080222 hazelnuts, peeled, fresh or dried, including $16,254 $20,835 78.01% 

'090910 seeds of anise or badian $11,660 $16,309 71.49% 

'310310 superphosphates $311,731 $583,183 53.45% 

'251512 marble and travertine merely cut, by sawing or 
otherwise 

$10,281 $22,794 45.10% 
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    LAC Imports* from:  

Subheading Subheading Description ME World Share (%) 

'282612 aluminium fluoride $19,897 $53,793 36.99% 

'721420 bars of iron containing indentations, ribs, grooves 
or other deformations produced during 

$278,788 $896,392 31.10% 

'310390 other mineral or chemical fertilisers, phosphatic $13,602 $47,110 28.87% 

'280920 phosphoric acid and poliphosphoric acids $92,300 $331,184 27.87% 

'090930 cumin seeds $10,125 $36,441 27.78% 

'570242 carpets and other floor coverings of velvet, of 
man-made tex 

$10,358 $39,397 26.29% 

'930690 bombs, grenades, torpedoes, mines, $19,222 $76,696 25.06% 

'721621 L sections of iron profiles, hot-rolled, less than 
80mm high 

$39,599 $160,113 24.73% 

'121190 other plants, parts of plants $20,051 $83,278 24.08% 

'310540 ammonium dihydrogenorthophosphate, whether 
or not mixed with diammonium hydrogenortho 

$275,434 $1,154,167 23.86% 

'310530 diammonium hydrogenorthophosphate $190,775 $826,555 23.08% 

'252321 white Portland cement, whether or not artificially 
coloured 

$10,463 $45,726 22.88% 

'290619 other cyclanic, cyclenic or cycloterpenic alcohols $10,610 $46,388 22.87% 

'250300 all types of sulphur, except sublimated, residual 
and 

$75,009 $350,167 21.42% 

'271111 liquefied natural gas $719,998 $3,491,563 20.62% 

Source: Prepared by the author, based on Trade Map data. * Thousand dollars, 2010   
Methodology: Factored in were those subheadings the imports of which were greater than $10 million and 
where the percentage share of the ME in the total imported from the world by LAC was greater than 20.0%. 

 
 2. Chambers of Commerce  
 Any increase in trade between the two regions will require the participation of 
businessmen, who should take advantage of the trade opportunities offered by both 
regions. In fact, culture in several countries of the Middle East encourages trade and 
business activities. Nationals of that region have reputable trade and business 
backgrounds, as illustrated by the business success of Lebanese and Palestinian minorities 
in Latin America. 
 
In an effort to promote contacts between companies and industries, business forums 
have been organized as part of the Summits of Arab and South American Countries 
(ASPA) to facilitate meetings between businessmen from both sides and to foster business 
development. The First ASPA Business Forum took place in Brazil concurrently with the 
I ASPA Summit, while the Second Forum was organized in Doha, also within the framework 
of the ASPA Summit. 
 
Peru took the initiative to establish the Federation of South American-Arab Chambers of 
Commerce, which was expected to be announced during the Third ASPA Business 
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Summit in 2011 (CEO Summit Peru 2011). But this, as well as the III ASPA Summit of Heads of 
State, has been postponed until the first two days of October 2012. The participation of a 
thousand businessmen is anticipated. Arab business leaders are interested in investing in 
areas such as infrastructure, agribusiness, telecommunications, energy, trade, and tourism 
and hospitality. South American companies would have to make more efforts to secure 
placement of their products in the markets of the Middle East now that the general 
political situation in the region has begun to stabilize. 
 
In addition to the biregional meetings, a number of bilateral chambers of commerce 
have been jointly established by LAC and Middle East countries for the purpose of 
promoting corporate contacts and business opportunities, while also serving as key points 
for the exchange of information and for the dissemination of how business is conducted in 
the respective countries. Considered a powerful tool to promote economic, trade, 
investment and business relations between the two regions, these chambers, which are 
listed in Table 15 below, also provide effective and substantial support to the relationship. 
 
TABLE 15 
LAC-Middle East Binational Chambers of Commerce in Latin American and Caribbean Countries 
(at May 2012) 

Country Chamber of Commerce 
Argentina  Cámara de Comercio Argentino Árabe (http://ccaa.avnam3b.net/) 

 Cámara Argentino-Armenia para la Industria y el Comercio 
(http://www.camararmenia.org.ar/) 

 Cámara de Comercio Argentino Israeli (www.ccai.com.ar)  
Cámara de Comercio Argentino Libanesa 
(www.galeon.com/libano/ccal/) 

Brazil  Câmara Brasil - Israel de Comércio e Indústria - São Paulo 
(http://www.come.to/ischam) 

 Câmara Brasil - Israel de Comércio e Indústria do Paraná 
 Câmara Brasil - Israel de Comércio e Indústria do Río de Janeiro 
 Câmara de Comercio Indústria e Agricultura Líbano - Brasileira do Río de 

Janeiro 
Cámara de Comercio Brasil Líbano (www.ccbl.com.br/) 

Colombia  Cámara de Comercio Colombo Árabe 
 Cámara de Comercio Colombo Emiratos Árabes 

(http://www.ccceau.com/home.html) 
Cámara de Comercio Colombia Israel 

Costa Rica  Cámara de Comercio Costa Rica Israel 
 

Chile  Cámara Chilena de Países Árabes 
 Cámara de Comercio Chileno Árabe 
 Cámara Chile – Israelí de Comercio e Industria  

Cámara Chileno Libanesa de Comercio  
Mexico  Cámara Árabe Mexicana de Industria y Comercio (CAMIC) 

(www.camic.org) 
Cámara México Israel de Comercio e Industria 
(http://www.cajacreativa.com/proyectos3/cmi/st/somos) 

Paraguay   Cámara de Comercio Paraguayo – Árabe 
 

Peru  Cámara de Comercio e Industria Peruano – Árabe 
 Cámara de Comercio Perú Israel 
 

Dominican Republic  Cámara de Comercio República Dominicana Israel 
 

Bolivarian Rep. of 
Venezuela 

 Consejo Empresarial sirio-venezolano 
 Cámara de Comercio Venezuela Israel 
 

Uruguay  Cámara de Comercio Uruguayo Israelí 
 

Source: Directory of Business Entities. www.aladi.org. Business Portal. Israel-Latin America Chamber of Commerce 
Web site. http://www.camaraisrael.org.il/spa/index_links.asp 
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  3. Investments  
 Mutual investments made by countries in both regions are still small. However, 
there is growing awareness of the investment opportunities that both geographic areas 
may find in each other’s markets. In fact, opportunities are anticipated not only in the 
field of mergers and acquisitions but also, and very importantly, in the formation of 
strategic alliances. According to views expressed at the 2010 World Economic Forum 
(WEF) Conference for Latin America, if the region wants to take advantage of the 
opportunities offered by investors from the Middle East, it must improve its infrastructure, 
education and regulatory framework.30  
 
There are countries in the region, such as Argentina, Chile, Cuba, El Salvador, Jamaica 
and Uruguay that have reached agreements with countries of the Middle East to 
promote and protect mutual investments (see Table 16). These agreements provide a 
good foundation for the promotion of investments in both directions. 
 
TABLE 16 
Reciprocal Investment Promotion and Protection Agreements (RIPPAs) between countries 
of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East (at May 2012) 
 

LAC Country ME Country Date Signed Entry into force  
Algeria 4 October 2000 28 January 2002 
Armenia 16 April 1993 20 December 1994 
Egypt 11 Mayo 1992 3 December 1993 
Israel 23 June 1995 10 April 1997 
Morocco 13 June 1996 19 February 2000 
Tunisia 17 June 1992 23 January 1995 

Argentina 

Turkey 08 May 1992 1 May 1995 
    

Egypt 05 August 1999 N/A 
Lebanon 12 October 1999 N/A 
Tunisia 23 October 1998 N/A Chile 

Turkey 21 August 1998 N/A 
    

Algeria 1999 N/A 
Lebanon 1995 N/A 
Qatar 2001 N/A Cuba* 

Turkey 1997 N/A 
    

Israel 03 April 2000 07 July 2003 El Salvador Morocco 21 April 1999 11 April 2002 
    

Jamaica Egypt 10 February 1999 N/A 
    

Armenia N/A N/A Uruguay Israel 30 March 1998 07 October 2004 
 
Source: OAS. Foreign Trade Information System. Trade Agreements Section. 
 http://www.sice.oas.org/Investment/bitindex_e.asp.  
 
 Information for Cuba from the Cuba Industria Web site.  
 http://www.cubaindustria.com/webs/acuerdos_protec_inver.htm 
 

                                                 
30 Andy Sambidge, “Latin America ‘brilliant’ for Mideast investors – expert,” on Arabian Business.com. 17 April 
2009.  http://www.arabianbusiness.com/latin-america-brilliant-for-mideast-investors-expert-13529.html. 
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The Middle East is well-known for being a source of capital as a result of the accumulation 
of foreign currencies generated by its oil exports. Companies of a number of countries in 
the region have already made investments in different sectors, but especially in services. 
One way of promoting trade and exports is precisely through the promotion of reciprocal 
investments between the two regions. Productive investments can have a positive impact 
on trade flows, which are still low. 
 
The interest of investors from the Middle East in Latin America and the Caribbean is 
reflected in some specific decisions that have been announced by investment funds. For 
example, the Kuwait Investment Fund, which has a capital of US$ 296 billion (by May 
2012), declared Argentina a “strategic target”. Meanwhile, the Qatar Investment Fund 
(QIF) manages US$ 100 billion in assets (May 2012) and also aims to make investments in 
Argentina as. QIF has suggested that it could grant the status of “strategic” to the South 
American country, thus paving the way for the arrival of fresh capital. Additionally, QIA 
paid US$ 2.72 billion in 2010 to buy a 5% stake in the Brazilian subsidiary of Banco 
Santander.31 In 2009, the United Arab Emirates had a 3% participation in the reported 
amounts of mergers and acquisitions occurred in the services sector in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. UAE bought Grand Bahama Power Company, a power generation plant 
in The Bahamas, for US$ 320 million.32 Israel has also made investments in the banking, 
construction, and agricultural planning sectors in Latin America and the Caribbean. For 
example, from 1994 to 2007, Israel was the top Middle East investment partner in Mexico 
with an investment amounting to US$ 31 million.33 
 
According to the Peruvian Government, Arab investments in the country reached about 
US$ 1 billion in the sectors of transport and hydrocarbons. The main Arab investment in 
Peru, which is worth US$ 700 million, is being made at the South Pier of the Callao Harbour 
by Dubai Ports World. Algeria state-owned company Sonatrach has some US$ 300 million 
invested in gas project Camisea, in southern Peru. Investments made by Middle East firms 
in Peru are expected to reach US$ 3 million by 2015, not only in the energy sector, but also 
in other productive areas such as the development of hydroelectric projects, 
management of water resources, connectivity, ports and airports, tourism and services.34 
 
On the Latin American and Caribbean side, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has 
established a Binational Venezuelan-Syrian Fund, which started with a seed capital of 
US$ 100 million and specializes in socio-productive projects and social investment. In 
October 2010, Venezuela also concluded an Agreement for the Establishment of a Fund 
Aimed at Financing Joint Investment Projects and Promoting Venezuela-Syria Trade, 
which is intended to support joint investment in binational cooperation projects across 
different sectors, including agriculture, trade, industry and telecommunications, among 
others, in order to boost bilateral exchange and technology transfer between the two 
nations. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela also established a Venezuelan-Libyan Fund 
on the occasion of the meeting between Muammar Gaddafi and Hugo Chávez, held in 
October 2010. This Fund was to start with an initial capital of up to US$ 1 billion, with the 
aim of consolidating a source of financing for the development of binational cooperation 
projects. The creation of a joint venture to exploit some 75,000 hectares for activities such 
                                                 
31 Fernando Cibeira. “El Siglo XXI tendrá nuevos protagonistas,” Página 12. 18 January 2011. 
http://www.pagina12.com.ar/diario/elpais/1-160641-2011-01-18.html. 
32 ECLAC. La inversión extranjera directa en América Latina y el Caribe. 2009. May 2010. p. 56. 
http://www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/9/39419/inversion2009e_CapI.pdf. 
33 Ana Luisa Fajer Flores. “Medio Oriente. Una Ventana de Oportunidad para México”. p. 25. Investments made 
by Israeli pharmaceutical company Teva Pharmaceuticals amounted to over US$ 150 million, while an additional 
US$ 8 million were invested by Israel’s Netafim for the establishment of a production facility. 
34 “ESPECIAL: Postergan Cumbre ASPA en Perú.” 7 February 2011. Xinhua. 
 http://spanish.china.org.cn/international/txt/2011-02/07/content_21875537.htm. 
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as meat and milk production, rice cultivation and development of eco-tourism was also 
suggested.35 Each nation would contribute half of the capital. Although the Fund was 
endorsed by the National Assembly of Venezuela, it is not known whether the required 
documentation was eventually signed by the Libyan Government.36 
 
Chilean investors have shown interest in the countries of the Middle East, but have made 
only small direct investments so far, focusing on countries such as Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Egypt and the United Arab Emirates instead. In Egypt, Chilean investments have been 
directed mainly to the exploration and exploitation of oil fields located in North Bahariya 
(Ferdaus); El Dayur, to the East of Cairo; East Qattara, to the Southeast of Cairo; 
Romanna, to the North of the Sinai, in the Nile Delta; and Sidi Abdel Rahman, located 
offshore, to the West of Alexandria. In the United Arab Emirates, investments have focused 
on the production and marketing of fertilizers and the management of a port terminal in 
Abu Dhabi. Overall, Chilean investments in both countries reached US$ 62 million in 2011, 
a sharp decline compared to US$ 127 million in 2010).37 
 
In the financial sector, Itaú Securities, a subsidiary of Brazil’s Banco Itaú – the largest 
banking group in Latin America and the Caribbean – opened a branch in Dubai and a 
representation office in Abu Dhabi to provide consulting services in areas such as 
investment in public and private fixed-income assets and portfolio management. 
 
Mexican steel company AHMSA has invested more than US$ 100 million in mining 
exploration in Israel.38 
 
Another effective way to promote investment in both directions has been through high-
level visits to countries in the region accompanied by business missions. For example, in 
July 2010, the Prime Minister of Kuwait, Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, 
accompanied by his Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Finance, and Trade and Industry, made a 
tour of Argentina, Brazil, Cuba, Chile, Mexico and Uruguay in order to promote Kuwait’s 
National Development Plan, which is expected to boost foreign investment in the country 
by attracting investments worth US$ 128 million. The Plan includes the construction of 
roads, bridges, a new hospital and an airport.39 During a visit to Nicaragua in October 
2009 by the United Arab Emirates’ Prince Abdullah Zayed Al Nahyan, possibilities were 
explored to jointly develop an inter-oceanic canal.40 Similarly, in March 2012, Al Nahyan 
met with President Ollanta Humala for the purpose of strengthening bilateral relations and 
promoting trade with Peru. The Iranian Government has also accomplished a significant 
rapprochement with the region. Including his trip in January 2012, the Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has made five visits to the continent since 2007. In recent years, 
Iran has opened bank branches and transportation companies in Venezuela and Iranian 
investments in Ecuador have grown from US$ 6 million to US$ 168 million in a year.41 
                                                 
35 Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. People's Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “Caracas y Damasco firmarán nuevos 
acuerdos de cooperación,” 19 October 2010. 
http://www.mppre.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7003:presidente-chavez-firmara-
nuevos-acuerdos-de-cooperacion-con-gobierno-de-siria&catid=207:siria&Itemid=353. 
36 América Economía. “Venezuela: fondo por 1.000 millones con Libia quedó en el limbo.” 25 October 2010. 
37 http://rc.direcon.cl/inversion/1427 (consulted on 15 January 2011). 
38 Embassy of Israel in Mexico City. 
http://mexico-
city.mfa.gov.il/mfm/web/main/document.asp?SubjectID=18367&MissionID=47&LanguageID=507&StatusID=0&D
ocumentID=-1. 
39 Elsa Baxter. “Kuwaiti PM announces Latin America tour,” Arabian Business.com. 8 July 2010 
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/kuwaiti-pm-announces-latin-america-tour-305562.html. 
40 “Emiratos interesados en canal interoceánico en Nicaragua,” Laprensa.com.ni. 6 October 2009. 
http://www.centralamericadata.com/es/article/home/Emiratos_interesados_en_canal_interoceanico_en_Nicar
agua. 
41 BBC Mundo. “Quinta visita a América Latina: ¿qué busca el presidente de Irán?”. 9 January 2012. 
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In addition, senior Latin American and Caribbean officials have paid working visits to 
various countries in the Middle East. In May 2005, the then President of Uruguay, Tabaré 
Vázquez, visited the United Arab Emirates accompanied by a group of businessmen with 
the aim of creating links to help develop trade and investment between complementary 
economies that can grow together. In May 2012, Argentine Government officials held 
meetings with their United Arab Emirates counterparts with the goal of promoting bilateral 
trade. In October 2008, Colombia’s Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism Luis 
Guillermo Plata went on a working tour of the Middle East accompanied by national 
businessmen to promote Colombia as an attractive destination for foreign investment.42 In 
recent years, Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez has visited countries such as Algeria, 
Iran, Syria and Libya, in an effort to establish closer relations with the Middle East. In May 
2012, diplomatic representatives of Brazil, Cuba, Bolivia, Venezuela, Nicaragua, Mexico 
and Ecuador conducted a two-day visit in Iran to learn about the economic potential of 
that country in the energy area.43 
 
Joint public-private missions aimed at promoting trade and investment have proved to be 
a powerful tool to find business opportunities, and as such they should be further 
supported and encouraged. Establishing joint ventures, strategic alliances and 
partnerships between companies in Latin America and Caribbean and the Middle East is 
also one of the best ways of doing business for the two regions. 
 
V.  SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION 
 

The rapprochement of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean with the 
nations of Middle East has also occurred in regional forums such as the Organization of 
American States (OAS) and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), as well as in 
multilateral forums such as the G-15, G-24, and G-77. The participation of extra-regional 
countries in regional forums remains insignificant in certain cases, but it does open the 
door to a greater presence in the future.  
 
This section includes an overview of some representative forums reflecting not only the 
shared views of LAC and the Middle East on multilateral agenda items, but also the 
possibilities that their positions within and outside these forums can be further 
strengthened by joint actions. 
 
  1. Coincidences in regional and multilateral organizations  
 Various countries in both regions participate, either as observers or as full members, 
in biregional organizations, allowing for greater rapprochement and better understanding 
of the agendas and priorities of both regions. Annex III contains a list of organizations 
which include countries from Latin America and the Caribbean and from the Middle East, 
indicating areas of coincidence. 
 
Some specific examples of this are found in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), the membership of which includes countries from the Middle East44 and from Latin 
America and the Caribbean (Guyana and Suriname). OIC seeks to promote tolerance 
and moderation and emphasizes the values enshrined by Islam as well as the intra-Islamic 
economic and trade cooperation in order to achieve economic integration towards 
                                                 
42 Natalia Morales. “Firmas nacionales crean Cámara de Comercio Colombo Árabe,” La República.   
 http://rse.larepublica.com.co/archivos/EMPRESAS/2008-10-27/firmas-nacionales-crean-camara-de-comercio-
colombo-Arabe_57966.php. 
43 Mesa Redonda. “Irán y América Latina estrechan lazos de cooperación”, 7 May 2012. 
44 Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Bahrain, Comoros, Djibouti, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Syria, Somalia, Sudan, Tunisia, Turkey and Yemen 
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creating an Islamic common market. Another example is the participation of Suriname in 
the Bank of Islamic Development (BID), which is possible because Suriname is already a 
member of the OIC. 
 
Middle East countries participate as observers in the Organization of American States 
(OAS). Of the 65 countries that have OAS observer status, 13 are from the Middle East 
(Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Georgia, Israel, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Qatar, Tunisia, Turkey and Yemen) allowing them to take a closer look at the items of the 
Latin American and Caribbean regional agenda. This rapprochement strengthens the 
political dialogue between the parties and also helps create new opportunities in South-
South Cooperation. 
 
ASPA Foreign Ministers had a meeting in the framework of the 65th Session of the United 
Nations General Assembly. Co-chaired by Brazilian Foreign Minister Celso Amorim and 
Arab League Secretary-General Amre Moussa, the meeting reaffirmed ASPA’s 
commitment to achieve greater political coordination with the aim of taking concerted 
actions on international issues such as the peace process in the Middle East, the reform of 
the United Nations, the international financial crisis, climate change, and disarmament 
and non-proliferation. 
 
 Group of 15 
 Participating in the G-15 are Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, Mexico and 
Venezuela for Latin America and the Caribbean, and Algeria, Egypt and Iran for the 
Middle East.45 The G-15, a group of developing countries which meets at Summit level, 
provides a platform for the coordination of common positions on the current world 
situation and for the promotion of economic development through South-South 
cooperation and North-South dialogue. For LAC and Middle East countries, the G-15 
serves as a forum for regular consultations with a view to coordinating policies and 
actions. As regards South-South cooperation, this forum allows countries to identify and 
implement new schemes for this modality of cooperation and mobilize greater support for 
that purpose.  
 
The latest G-15 Summit was held in May 2010 in Iran. Discussions there were dominated by 
the need to reform the international financial system. The Bank of the ALBA and the 
Petrocaribe initiative were identified as alternative sources of funding given the reduced 
access to credit for developing countries. The Member States also called for the need to 
conclude the Doha Round of the WTO as soon as possible and highlighted the increasing 
relevance of South-South Cooperation in trade facilitation issues. 
 

Group of 24 (G-24) 
 The Group of 24 (G-24), a chapter of the G-77, was established in 1971 with the 
aim of coordinating the positions of developing countries on international monetary and 
development finance issues, as well as ensuring that their interests are properly defended 
and represented in negotiations on international monetary matters. 
 
The Group, which is officially called the Intergovernmental Group of Twenty-Four on 
International Monetary Affairs and Development, is not an organ of the International 
Monetary Fund, but the IMF provides secretariat services for the Group. Its meetings 
usually take place twice a year, prior to the meetings of the IMF’s International Monetary 

                                                 
45 Based on the common goal of improving growth and prosperity, the G-15 was created by 15 developing 
countries during the Ninth Summit of Non-aligned Countries in September 1989. At present, it has 17 members, 
including an important cross-section of African, Asian, Latin American and Caribbean countries. 
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and Financial Committee and the World Bank-IMF Development Committee, to enable 
developing country members to discuss agenda items beforehand. Although 
membership in the G-24 is strictly limited to 24 countries, any member of the G-77 can join 
discussions. 
 
Current group members from Latin America and the Caribbean and from the Middle 
East/Arab League include Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Venezuela, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Lebanon and Syria. 
 

Group of 77 (G-77) 
 The Group of 77 (G-77) was established on 15 June 1964 by 77 developing 
countries signatories of the “Joint Declaration of the Seventy-Seven Countries” issued at 
the end of the first session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) in Geneva. The Group of 77 is the largest inter-governmental organization of 
developing countries in the United Nations, which provides the means for the countries of 
the South to coordinate and promote their collective economic interests and enhance 
their joint negotiating capacity on all major international economic issues within the 
United Nations system, and promote South-South Cooperation for development. 
 
Currently, all nations in Latin America and the Caribbean, except for Mexico – that was a 
founding member, but left the group after joining the OECD – and most of the Middle 
East/Arab League countries, except for Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Israel and Turkey, 
belong to the G-77. 
 
 Development Banks  
 In the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Israel is a non-borrowing member 
country, meaning that the Bank can leverage resources obtained from that country to 
support development in Latin America and the Caribbean, either in the form of 
integrated capital or capital subscriptions. IDB helps Israel to reach a larger number of 
beneficiary countries than would be possible through bilateral programmes. Israel’s 
member status allows it to participate in the processes of procurement and contracting, 
since only suppliers from Member States can provide goods and services for IDB-financed 
projects. Israel has voting representation in the Bank’s Board of Governors, according to its 
capital subscriptions. 
 
 G-20 
 Although it does not fall within the category of South-South cooperation, it is 
important to emphasize the participation of both regions in the Group of the 20 most 
advanced nations. It is the premier forum for international cooperation on the most 
important aspects of the international economic and financial agenda. The G20 is also 
committed to promoting financial regulations designed to reduce risks and prevent future 
financial crises like the one that emerged in September 2008, as well as redesigning the 
international financial architecture. 
 
Participating in the G-20 as full members are Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and Saudi Arabia and Turkey, for the Middle East. In 
addition, Mexico has made a commitment to representing 15 countries of the Caribbean 
at the Summit of Heads of State that took place in June 2012 in Los Cabos. 
 
Within this Group, international cooperation focuses on the international financial and 
economic agenda. The importance of the G-20 for both regions is not limited to direct 
cooperation between the five countries participating as full members, but also an issue 
that has taken on greater relevance in meetings held by senior officials in Mexico prior to 
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the 2012 Summit is precisely the political instability in the Middle East and its impact on the 
rise in international oil prices. 
 
  2. Energy 
 Both the Middle East and Latin America and the Caribbean have abundant 
natural resources, including vast reserves of oil, gas and minerals, and some countries 
have a very productive agriculture. Certainly, Latin America and the Caribbean is very 
rich in natural resources, also boasting vast energy resources such as natural gas, oil, 
minerals and water resources. Argentina, Brazil and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
together account for 11.5% of the world reserves of hydrocarbons.46 
 
The area of energy is perhaps one of the most important in the relationship between Latin 
America and the Caribbean and the Middle East. There are close ties between countries 
of both regions because they have shared interests in and joint projects for the 
exploitation and utilization of energy resources, which is reflected in multilateral forums 
and in bilateral and biregional relations. The interests of several LAC and Middle East 
nations converge in both the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and 
the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE). 
 
The multilateral forum of oil producing nations, OPEC, has Ecuador and the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela as full members from Latin America and the Caribbean, while 
members from the Middle East include Saudi Arabia, Algeria, United Arab Emirates, Iran, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya and Qatar. Mexico is not a member of OPEC, but can attend the 
meetings of the organization as an observer. Countries from LAC and the Middle East 
participating in OPEC seek to coordinate and unify oil policies in order to ensure fair and 
stable prices for oil and its derivatives. They also promote an efficient, economic and 
regular oil supply to consumer nations, as well as a fair return on their investments in the 
industry. 
 
OPEC has also established the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) with 
some US$ 3.5 billion in capital, having the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela as its only 
member country from Latin America and the Caribbean. Participants from the Middle 
East include Saudi Arabia, Algeria, United Arab Emirates, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait, Libya and 
Qatar. The OFID aims at promoting cooperation between OPEC Member States and other 
developing countries within the framework of South-South Cooperation, in order to 
support public and private sectors in the development of projects to alleviate poverty. 
The IDB and the Kuwait Fund are affiliated organizations of the OFID, as well as CAF-
Development Bank of Latin America. In the past, the OFID has supported projects aimed 
at providing financing to SMEs in Latin America and the Caribbean, specifically in Bolivia, 
Jamaica, Paraguay, Peru and the Dominican Republic. The Fund has also financed 
sustainable agriculture projects in Bolivia and Guatemala,47 water projects in Cuba, 
energy programmes in Haiti and transport projects in Honduras, Jamaica and Paraguay. 
Additionally, the Inter-American Corporation for Infrastructure Financing (CIFI) has been 
granted a US$ 15 million credit line as a way to facilitate financing for small and medium-
sized enterprises, as well as to help implement infrastructure projects in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 
 
At the regional level in Latin America and the Caribbean, OLADE is the political and 
technical-support organization oriented towards achieving regional and subregional 

                                                 
46 María del Rosío Vargas. “Integración Energética en América del Sur,” Latinoamérica 40. (México, 2005/1) pp. 
265-288. 
47 The OPEC Fund for International Development. 2009 Report. pp. 62-64, 73. 
http://www.ofid.org/publications/PDF/AR_2009/AR_2009_Span.pdf. 
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energy integration of its Member States, which include Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, 
Uruguay, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela in South America; Barbados, 
Cuba, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, the Dominican Republic 
and Suriname in the Caribbean; and Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and Mexico in Central and North America. Algeria is the 
only country from the Middle East participating in OLADE. Undoubtedly, one of the areas 
in which the most headway has been made in terms of integration in South America is the 
electricity and natural gas industry, with the existing interconnections already allowing for 
physical transportation of hydrocarbons. 
 
Based on OLADE’s concern for issues such as energy efficiency and renewable energy, it 
is possible to consider the possibility of promoting greater South-South Cooperation with 
Middle East countries in this area. 
 
There are also bilateral initiatives undertaken by countries such as the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, which has special links with the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Ecuador and 
Mexico as major oil producers and exporters in the region. For its part, Venezuela has 
sought rapprochement with Iran with a view to promoting cooperation programmes for 
the development of nuclear energy. In October 2010, both countries reached an 
Agreement towards Developing a Binational Energy and Petrochemical Project. Bolivia, 
which has the second largest reserves of natural gas in South America, has established 
agreements with Iran in the energy sector. 
 
The political turmoil that the Middle East has been through recently had an impact on oil 
importers in that region and in Latin America and the Caribbean due to higher 
hydrocarbon prices, which reached US$ 107 per barrel (Brent) by May 2012. The rise in oil 
prices also affects the price of raw materials and food by causing an increase in transport 
costs, which inevitably has an impact on the international prices for all kinds of goods, 
particularly food prices.48 
 
 3. Environment 

On the environmental front, ASPA has promoted the development of joint efforts 
such as the creation of the so-called ASPA Horizontal Matrix of Environmental 
Cooperation.49 A meeting intended to further develop cooperation between ASPA 
countries on issues such as satellites and remote sensing, the impacts of climate change 
on the environment and the use of models for the prediction of regional climate change 
scenarios to reduce uncertainties was held from 4 to 6 May 2010 as part of the efforts to 
make headway in this field. On that occasion, Brazil offered technical cooperation and 
capacity-building at regional and bilateral level on the use of models for the prediction of 
climate change scenarios to reduce uncertainties. 
 
To follow-up on environmental issues, the national Focal Points of the South American 
countries that are parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
(UNCCD) met in Lima, Peru, on 5 November 2010 for the I Regional Meeting of the Sub-
Committee to Combat Desertification of ASPA. On that occasion, they defined the first 
cooperation activities to implement the Framework for Science and Technology 
Cooperation between Arab and South American countries to address vulnerability, risk 
reduction and adaptation to climate change, as well as desertification. This Framework 

                                                 
48 Federico Steinberg. “Petróleo, el canal de impacto de la crisis egipcia en América Latina,” 6 February 2011. 
Infolatam. 
http://www.infolatam.com/2011/02/06/petroleo-el-canal-de-impacto-de-la-crisis-egipcia-en-america-latina/ 
49 ASPA Horizontal Matrix of Environmental Cooperation is available on the Web at 
http://www2.mre.gov.br/aspa/Horizontal_Cooperation_Matrix_Desertification-5-11-2010.doc. 
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was completed at the Meeting of the ASPA Committee on Environmental Cooperation 
(Fortaleza, 16-20 August 2010) and is expected to be signed at the III ASPA Summit. 
 
The activities proposed, as consolidated in the ASPA Horizontal Matrix of Environmental 
Cooperation, are aimed at meeting the objectives and developing the areas of 
cooperation already identified in the Framework and the UNCCD Ten-year Strategy. 
Based on this, a series of environmental cooperation activities for 2012 have been defined 
and will be submitted for consideration at the III ASPA Summit. 
 
The expected type of environmental cooperation involves exchanging experiences and 
knowledge as well as low cost, high social impact technologies to address the problems 
of desertification, land degradation, drought and climate change. For the South 
American countries, the Focal Point on this issue is the Brazilian National Institute of the 
Semi Arid Region (INSA), with the Arab Centre for Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands as its 
Arab counterpart. Specialists from both regions met at the Seminar on Technologies for 
Living in Arid and Semi Arid Regions, held in Paraiba, Brazil, in May 2011. There they 
pledged to work closely with the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
and to strengthen cooperation mechanisms in this area towards the III ASPA Summit. 
 
Another area that is worth mentioning is the solidarity shown by many LAC and Middle 
East countries in emergencies caused by all kinds of disasters. This topic has been given 
attention in the bilateral relations between these countries. For example, at the 2006 
Stockholm Conference for Lebanon’s Early Recovery, Brazil donated US$ 500,000 to that 
country. In 2007, within the framework of the III Paris Conference, Brazil donated an 
additional US$ 1 million to Lebanon in order to help finance bilateral technical 
cooperation projects. Also in June 2008, Egypt contributed about 50,000 Egyptian pounds 
(approximately US$ 9000) to help support Ecuador’s emergency needs in the aftermath of 
two natural disasters - the Tungurahua Volcano and flooded coastlines. The Egyptian Red 
Crescent provided medical assistance to victims in Ecuador as well. In November 2007, 
Mexico received help from Israel to deal with the emergency arising from the floods in the 
States of Tabasco and Chiapas, in the form of a brigade of doctors. 
 
The above are just a few instances of humanitarian cooperation between LAC and 
Middle East countries in times of emergency resulting from various types of disasters. This is 
another form of cooperation that has brought together the countries and peoples of the 
two regions. 
 
  4. Transition towards a Green Economy 
 The concept of green economy is relatively new, and it is used to refer to a new 
form of exploitation and use of natural resources to produce consumer goods for the 
population. It is an economy that seeks to improve human welfare and social equity, while 
reducing environmental risks and ecological scarcity. This implies a new way to produce 
where the transition to renewable energy may have important implications, particularly for 
oil-exporting countries. It would seem that the coal-based economy is coming to an end, 
and the effects thereof on the quality of life of the population have led to exacerbate 
poverty and inequality in Latin America and the Caribbean. The challenges that arise are 
enormous because, according to UN data, global demand for food will increase by 50% in 
2030, 30% for water and 45% for power supply, within a context of rising inequality and 
higher temperature in the planet. The option for sustainable growth and sustainable 
development is being severely challenged by the financial and economic crisis resulting 
from the collapse of Wall Street in September 2008 and the crisis in the Euro zone. 
 
The report “Global Environment Outlook” says that there are already projects and public 
policies in Brazil, Chile and Mexico as good examples that prove that it is feasible to move 
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towards a green economy. In Latin America, policies have been promoted to reduce 
deforestation rates in the Amazon region, while countries like Colombia are developing a 
public transport system that helps reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, thus helping to 
slow climate change. 
 
The transition from a coal economy to a green economy is not going to be accomplished 
automatically, but it seems to be the way that developed and emerging economies shall 
take forward. This transformation will lead to the use of alternative energy sources, which 
will impact both oil importers and exporters. The transition process will not be short term 
and will require major investments, as it will involve changing patterns of production and 
consumption, but will also demand of direct state intervention to make the investments 
necessary for adaptation. Therefore, it will be vital to consider from the perspective of the 
countries in the Middle East and Latin America and the Caribbean, their views on this 
issue, particularly as a follow up on the agreements reached at the Rio+20 Conference. It 
will also be crucial to keep this item on the biregional Middle East/Latin America and the 
Caribbean agendas in order to exchange information and experiences on the 
implementation of programmes to transform the current coal-based economy in 
sustainable green economies in the long term. It will also be important to know the 
proposals that each country may have to reconvert their production structures in the long 
term. This will impact on the oil industry but also on those using the resource as an input. 
 
Another important forum for cooperation in environment is the United Nations Conference 
on Sustainable Development. It involves all the countries of the Middle East and Latin 
America and the Caribbean, except Palestine. In the upcoming Rio+20 Summit to be held 
from 20 to 22 June 2012 in Rio de Janeiro, goals of sustainable development in the world, 
complementary to the Millennium Development Goals, will be reviewed. The central axes 
of the Rio Conference will be: green economy in the context of sustainable development 
and poverty eradication, and the institutional framework for sustainable development. 
Among the key issues, the guarantee of access to food and water, sustainable agriculture 
and energy, the generation of jobs that respect the environment, social inclusion and 
protection of the oceans are also mentioned. 
 
  5. Culture and Education 
 The agenda of education and culture of ASPA has been managed from the 
Action Plan on Cultural Cooperation. During the Second Meeting of Ministers of Culture of 
ASPA, in Rio de Janeiro (20-21 May 2009) it was decided to hold a meeting of ASPA’s 
Committee on Cultural Cooperation as part of the 35th General Conference of UNESCO 
in Paris on 14 October 2009. At that time “ASPA’s Action Plan for Cultural Cooperation” 
was approved, which includes, among others, photographic, educational, scientific, 
cultural and technological exhibits, film, music, dance and gastronomic festivals, book 
fairs and cultural weeks.50 Similarly, it was also proposed to create the ASPA awards for 
literature, music and film. 
 
Meanwhile, in the framework of the approaches of the cultural and educational agenda, 
the Library-Research Centre of South American-Arab Countries (BibliASPA) has been 
established, which is formed by researchers from over 30 countries to promote critical 
reflection through the publication, translation, editing and cataloguing of works. It also 
organizes courses, conferences, congresses and film/art exhibitions and edits the Journal 
of Arabic, African and South American Studies, Fikr. The specialists who work in BibliASPA 

                                                 
50 Check the ASPA Cultural Cooperation Plan of Action at: 
http://www2.mre.gov.br/aspa/Cultural_Cooperation_Plan_of_Action.doc. 
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promote diversity and multiculturalism. The Library is expected to sponsor greater mutual 
understanding of the societies involved.51 
 
In the last decade, there has been a major cultural rapprochement between the two 
regions, as shown by the conventions and agreements signed in recent years, as those of 
Argentina and Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon and Tunisia; that of Brazil with Armenia; that of 
Costa Rica with Qatar, those of Mexico and Algeria, Armenia, Lebanon and Syria; that of 
Cuba and Qatar; the one of Panama with Israel; that of Peru and Algeria and Uruguay 
with Armenia and Qatar (see Annex II). 
 
Similarly, the current trends in the productive development, and specifically of the global 
Industrial development, are based on knowledge and information technologies. In a 
world of globalized and interdependent production, the focus on innovation is vital for the 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East to be able to be 
inserted into the value chains of global production in better conditions and boost 
industrial development and growth. Innovation allows for the creation of new productive 
areas that generate important economic niches to promote productive diversification. In 
both Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East there is the enormous 
challenge of modifying the pattern of “commoditization” of the domestic production and 
foreign trade of both regions. These countries must move towards an economy based on 
knowledge and innovation, which grants a higher priority to education, to the 
development of science and technology and to the training of qualified personnel. 
 
Both Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East share the challenge of 
providing universal coverage, raising the quality of education and responding to market 
demands since educational development faces challenges related to the new 
technologies. Education is the best route out of poverty and inequality, and it is even 
more transcendent in the face of globalization that increasingly requires access to human 
resources capable of participating in the new modes of production and competition. It is 
necessary to efficiently link education with the productive sector, and achieve greater 
consistency between the technical and university education and the skills and 
competitiveness required through most relevant curricula and the effective use of the 
new technological resources. This is particularly important given that the populations in 
both regions are young people who are demanding more and better jobs. 
 
  6. Tourism and Transport  
 Tourism is the largest industry worldwide and one of the most dynamic. According 
to information from the World Tourism Organization (WTO), fastest growth of new markets 
as to the potential of tourism is in the developing world. ECLAC indicates that tourism is a 
key economic activity for a large number of developed and developing countries. This 
activity generated, directly and indirectly, about US$ 666 billion in Latin America and the 
Caribbean during 2011.52 Approximately one in 12 jobs in the world (8.4% of global 
employment) belongs to this sector, the largest employer worldwide.53 In 2011 tourism 
accounted for 8.6% of the GDP in Latin America and the Caribbean and the trend 
continues upward, surpassing the effects of the 2008 crisis. That income is expected to 
grow at a rate of 3.6% over the next decade. Given the nature of the sector and the 

                                                 
51 Web site of BibliASPA: http://www.bibliaspa.com.br/quem_somos.jsp. 
52 Dominicanos Hoy. “Travel and tourism contribute more than $600 billion dollars to the economy of the 
Americas.” 21 May 2012. 
53 Quoted in ECLAC. Foreign direct investment in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2008. Chapter III. “Integrated 
hotel and real estate resorts: investment and business strategies,” p. 113. 
 http://www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/1/36091/LCG2406ef_capIII.pdf. 
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large number of economic activities involving companies of varying size and complexity, 
tourism offers great potential for development.54 
 
In many countries, both developed and developing countries, tourism is an important 
service export item. For about one third of the developing countries, tourism is the main 
exporting good and for over 80% of them it is one of the most important items. 
Furthermore, for most less developed countries, particularly some small island economies, 
it has become their main source of foreign currency.55 
 
Tourism contributes significantly to the economies of Latin America and the Caribbean 
and the Middle East. The latest data from the World Tourism Organization (WTO) indicate 
that Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East experienced positive growth 
in their tourist pull even in the face of the recession triggered in 2008.56 As a result of the 
recession that began in 2008, Latin America and the Caribbean were more affected than 
the Middle East since the source of most of their international tourists is in the developed 
countries. In Latin America and the Caribbean international tourism grew 4% in 2008, while 
in the Middle East it increased 11%.57 The industry growth has been accompanied by a 
growing sophistication of the related services, but has also seen a greater global 
competition between the different tourist destinations. 
 
In Latin America and the Caribbean the main tourist destinations by their tourist arrivals in 
2010 were: Mexico with 22.6 million, Argentina with 5.32 million, Brazil with 5.16 million, 
Dominican Republic with 4.12 million, Chile with 2.76 million; Cuba with 2.5 million and 
Uruguay with 2.35 million.58  
 
In the Middle East, tourism is an important source of foreign currency and employment, 
especially for countries like Lebanon, Jordan and Saudi Arabia, where tourism has a share 
of over 5% in the GDP (13% in the case of Lebanon). In 2010, Saudi Arabia received almost 
US$ 23 billion for this sector, while the United Arab Emirates earned US$ 12 billion, Kuwait 
US$ 7.4 million and Turkey US$ 5.4 million. The main destinations for tourist arrivals in 2010 
were Turkey with 27 million tourists, Egypt with 14 million, Saudi Arabia with 11 million and 
Morocco with 9.2 million.59 Countries such as Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan and Morocco 
experienced a renewed dynamic among Middle Eastern countries after 2008.60  
 
However, tourism between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East is still 
low and one of the main challenges is to provide greater dynamism in the connectivity, 
for today the lack of direct air and sea connection between South America and the Arab 
countries renders the rapprochement difficult. There are virtually no trips, both ways, 
without stopping in Europe. Despite the difficulties and the lack of interest from tour 
operators, new air routes have been established that can promote holiday tourism in 
addition to business travel: Sao Paulo-Beirut, operated by TAM and Middle East Airlines, 
                                                 
54 ECLAC. Foreign direct investment in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2008. Chapter III. “Integrated hotel and 
real estate resorts: investment and business strategies,” p. 109. 
 http://www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/1/36091/LCG2406ef_capIII.pdf. 
55 Quoted in ECLAC. Foreign direct investment in Latin America and the Caribbean. 2008. Chapter III. “Integrated 
hotel and real estate resorts: investment and business strategies,” p. 113. 
 http://www.eclac.org/publicaciones/xml/1/36091/LCG2406ef_capIII.pdf. 
56 “WTO World Tourism Barometer,” Volume 7, No 1, January 2009. 
http://www.unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barometer/UNWTO_Barom09_1_sp_excerpt.pdf. 
57 “WTO World Tourism Barometer,” Volume 7, No 1, January 2009. p. 5. 
http://www.unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barometer/UNWTO_Barom09_1_sp_excerpt.pdf. 
58 World Bank, World Development Indicators. 
59 World Bank, World Development Indicators. 
60 “WTO World Tourism Barometer,” Volume 7, No 1, January 2009. p. 6. 
http://www.unwto.org/facts/eng/pdf/barometer/UNWTO_Barom09_1_sp_excerpt.pdf. 
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and Sao Paulo-Dubai, operated by Emirates Airlines. In May 2009, the Israeli airline, El-Al, 
opened its weekly flights Tel Aviv-Sao Paolo. By the same token, in June 2010 Qatar 
Airways began operations in the markets of Argentina and Brazil and has shown interest in 
including Chile for international routes between Latin America and the Middle East. Qatar 
operates as an intermediate point to other countries in the area.61 
 
Air connectivity has been boosted by the signing of open skies agreements that give 
greater flexibility to operate to airlines in both regions. Indeed, in November 2010, 
Panama signed with the United Arab Emirates an Open Skies treaty, under which their 
airlines may operate without restrictions the route between the two destinations. The 
Panamanian airlines included in the agreement are Copa Airlines, Air Panama, 
Aeroperlas and DHL Aeroexpreso, while those of the Arab Emirates are Emirates Airlines, 
Etihad, Rak Airways, Air Arabia and Flydubai. With this agreement an unlimited number of 
frequencies, capacities and types of aircraft, whether owned or leased, cargo or 
passengers operated by the designated airlines on the route between the two countries 
are allowed. 
 
During the visit of President Hugo Chavez to Libya, Venezuela proposed to establish a 
direct civil air route Caracas-Tripoli to strengthen bilateral relations, and a direct flight from 
Tripoli to Margarita.62 There is already a flight from Venezuela to Iran via Syria.63 
 
It cannot be ignored that the political crisis in the Middle East will have a negative impact 
on tourist flows to the region, affecting the fragile recovery in tourism that the region had 
begun to experience. The political instability in the area will have significant impacts on 
tourism revenues and will reduce employment opportunities in a sector which is still fragile 
and barely recovering. Although the situation for tourism in both directions is 
unfavourable, one should not lose sight of the longer-term perspective. The ASPA has 
encouraged the Framework Agreement on Cooperation for Tourism to promote tourism 
flows between the two regions.  
 
  7. Gender equity in labour markets 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) finds that both the Middle East and 
Latin America and the Caribbean have made significant progress in terms of gender 
equality over the last 15 years. However, a large gap still prevails between men and 
women regarding employment opportunities and job quality. Gender discrimination 
continues to permeate society and equality between men and women in the labour 
market remains an aspiration. The ILO also finds that both in the Middle East and Latin 
America and the Caribbean the participation rate of female labour has increased; 
however, this rate has decreased in recent years when compared with the progress 
made in the 1980s and 1990s. The percentage of women in wage and salaried 
employment went from 42.8% in 1999 to 47.3% in 2009, while vulnerable employment 
decreased from 55.9% to 51.2%. As a result of the crisis of 2008, female unemployment in 
the Middle East was 7% higher than the male rate. The same has happened in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 
 
The challenge for the countries of the regions under study is for female employment to be 
of higher quality, for there are more women than men in precarious or low wage jobs, 

                                                 
61 “Qatar Airways keen to add flights in Latin America,” in Arabian Business.com. 3 December 2010. 
http://www.arabianbusiness.com/qatar-airways-keen-add-flights-in-latin-america-365343.html. 
62 Agreements signed during the visit of President Hugo Chavez Frias, to the Great Socialist People's Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, Tripoli, 23 October 2010. 
http://www.mppre.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=209&Itemid=354. 
63 Susie Morgan. “Iran’s growing Influence in Latin America,” in The Middle East. October, 2010. p. 15. 
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“either because it is the only type of job they have access to or because they need to 
find something that allows them to balance family responsibilities and work.”64 Men do not 
face these same constraints, particularly in three areas: 
 
1. 48.4% of the female population with more than 15 years of age does not participate in 

the labour market, compared with a 22.3% of the male population. 

2. Women who want to work have more difficulties than men to find a job.  

3. When women find jobs, they receive lower wages and benefits than men in similar 
positions. 

Both Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East have the enormous 
challenge of incorporating their female sector in working age into their labour markets on 
equal terms, hence it is necessary for them to analyze their labour policies in a context of 
gender equality. This will enable both regions to be in better position to exploit the 
employment potential of women, which will result in greater benefits for society as a 
whole by having a resource that can help promote growth and employment. 
 
VI. AREAS OF OPPORTUNITY  
 

This section lists the experiences gained so far about the areas of coincidences in 
the relationship between Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East. Also, 
from the analysis offered here, areas of opportunity have been detected where the 
relationship can still be strengthened. Next, recommendations are presented in three 
major categories: I. Institutions, II. Economics and trade, and III. South-South Cooperation. 

 
Institutions – In order to promote the bilateral relationship it is important to have the 
institutional structure that will allow its development from clear parameters and with 
political commitments at the highest level. The following is therefore suggested: 
 

a. Strengthening the institutional framework of ASPA and inclusion of other 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean in the forum. Although Cuba 
has been a major player in the rapprochement with a number of countries in 
the Middle East, it does not participate in the ASPA mechanism. Central 
American countries and Mexico have established bilateral agreements with 
countries in the Middle East and developed agendas both in the political 
areas as in the economic and cooperative approaches. Their inclusion and 
the one of the other countries that are not yet part of the mechanism could 
further strengthen it from an institutional perspective. The inclusion of all the 
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean would also provide more 
resources to reinforce the mechanism from the side of our region. 

 
b. Strengthening air connectivity between the regions through the negotiation of 

open skies agreements and air transport agreements. It is essential that the 
countries of both regions define rules to facilitate and encourage the 
participation of air operators. 

 
c. Negotiation of trade and investment between countries that have not yet 

done so. One way to promote trade relations between the countries of both 

                                                 
64 International Labour Organization. Women in the Labour Market. Measuring progress and identifying 
challenges. March 2010.  
(http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/press-and-media-centre/news/WCMS_123838/lang--es/index.htm) 
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regions would be by creating an institutional structure to forecast the rules that 
apply to trade in goods and services between Latin America and the 
Caribbean and Middle Eastern / Arab League countries. Such a framework 
would provide preferential access conditions for the countries of both sides 
and develop a long term business relationship. That would also open the 
possibility for investors on both sides to be considered business partners, by 
creating conditions conducive to conducting business on favourable terms. 

 
d. Negotiation of sanitary agreements (phytosanitary and zoosanitary) that offer 

the animal and plant safety guarantees to boost trade flows of both parties. It 
is essential for the region to establish such agreements as they are the 
gateway for its products to the Middle Eastern markets. Since a significant 
portion of the exportable supply in Latin America and the Caribbean is in 
agriculture, health agreements will allow for opening new markets for these 
exports by ensuring their access through the enforcement of the health 
regulations of target markets. Similarly, given the growing global demand for 
food, it will also be important for importing countries to have these agreements 
so as to ensure safe food supply. 

 
e. Negotiation and implementation of double taxation agreements that facilitate 

trade and economic transactions between the parties. This will boost 
economic and trade exchanges of the parties, as the situation of taxpayers 
engaged in economic activities in other countries will be clarified, unified, and 
guaranteed to ensure that the same income is not taxed twice. 

 
Economics and trade – Given the low levels of trade and investment between both 
regions, this is an area with enormous potential. For this purpose it is suggested that the 
following proposals are developed: 
 

a. Conducting business missions to take advantage of trade and investment 
opportunities identified. Similarly, to encourage the creation of a greater 
number of bilateral business chambers between Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the Middle East in order to give greater support to trade and 
investment opportunities between the parties. 

 
b. Promotion of bi-regional tourism so as to capitalize on subregional schemes 

through the creation of tourist routes in both directions. Similarly, in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, being able to attract more resources from 
Middle Eastern countries for real estate or residential tourism could boost 
construction and tourism-related services, thus helping to develop or 
strengthen an important source of foreign currency. 

 
c. Attracting mutual investments through the dissemination of projects in areas of 

interest for each party, such as the development of physical infrastructure. In 
addition, it is important to disseminate information on funding sources to 
enable participation in these projects, such as the OPEC Fund for 
Development, among others. Finally, it is necessary to establish a greater 
number of Agreements on Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of 
Investments to give legal certainty and security to capital flows between the 
regions. 

 
d. Bringing together development banks and investment funds of the parties to 

define financing schemes that allow for greater participation of each party in 
the projects proposed by the other party. In addition to the preferential 
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treatments to promote exports of both parties, funding is required. 
Development banks at the national, regional and subregional levels can 
create lines of credit to facilitate trade between Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the Middle East. 

 
One way forward in Latin America and the Caribbean would be to propose 
the opening of credit lines for exporters and producers seeking to open 
markets in the Middle East through development banks like the IDB, CAF and 
CABEI. It would also be desirable to explore the possibilities of working with the 
Islamic Development Bank, which has the Arab Fund for Trade Finance at its 
disposal. 
 
The Islamic Development Bank's responsibilities include the promotion of 
foreign trade, especially in capital goods, among member countries, providing 
technical assistance to member countries, extending the training services for 
personnel engaged in development activities in Muslim countries. It would be 
advisable to explore the possibilities for biregional development banks to be 
able to enter into agreements that allow businessmen from both parties to 
have the necessary credit guarantees to boost business in both directions. 

 
e. To develop a matrix of trade opportunities through the identification of the 

exportable supply and imports that each party makes in the world, in which to 
identify potential areas for further trade. There is enormous potential to place 
in the Arab market agricultural and fisheries exporting products, among others, 
as shown in Table 17. 
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TABLE 17 
Latin American and Caribbean Export Sub-items with possibilities for expansion in the Middle East 
market 

 

    Exports* LAC to: Imp.* ME to Coverage Share (%) 

Sub-item Description of the Sub-
item ME (1) World (2) World (3) (2)/(3) (1)/(2) (1)/(3) 

'020329 
Other swine meat, frozen $22,814 $1,620,817 $35,309 4590.4% 1.4% 64.6% 

'260700 Lead ores and 
concentrates $29,973 $1,768,350 $68,531 2580.4% 1.7% 43.7% 

'230120 flours, flour meals and 
pellets of fish or 
crustaceans, mollusks or 
others 

$31,257 $2,373,873 $135,808 1748.0% 1.3% 23.0% 

'220421 other wines; grape must 
in containers with low 
capacity  

$10,526 $1,974,721 $123,895 1593.9% 0.5% 8.5% 

'470329 Chemical wood pulp, 
semi-bleached or 
bleached different from 

$49,699 $5,500,357 $388,226 1416.8% 0.9% 12.8% 

'080610 fresh grapes $10,508 $1,897,695 $140,197 1353.6% 0.6% 7.5% 

'090111 Coffee, not roasted, not 
decaffeinated 

$259,290 $10,668,309 $854,511 1248.5% 2.4% 30.3% 

'200911 Orange juice, frozen, 
unfermented and without 
alcohol 

$20,880 $893,734 $74,399 1201.3% 2.3% 28.1% 

'440929 Wood, including strips 
and friezes for parquet 
flooring, not assembled, 
longitudinal 

$12,598 $506,834 $45,852 1105.4% 2.5% 27.5% 

'160250 Preparations and 
preserves, of the bovine 
species 

$45,720 $729,062 $76,913 947.9% 6.3% 59.4% 

'260111 iron ores and 
concentrates, not 
agglomerated 

$666,481 $23,257,856 $3,293,148 706.2% 2.9% 20.2% 

'120100 Soybeans, even if broken $753,927 $18,418,135 $2,743,221 671.4% 4.1% 27.5% 

'440122 other wood in chips or 
particles, other than 
conifer 

$14,385 $572,719 $85,743 667.9% 2.5% 16.8% 

'800110 Tin, unwrought, not 
alloyed 

$12,344 $510,139 $76,548 666.4% 2.4% 16.1% 

'020130 Boneless meat of bovine 
animals, fresh or 
refrigerated 

$202,173 $2,103,284 $367,971 571.6% 9.6% 54.9% 

'240120 totally or partially 
deveined or denervated 
tobacco 

$185,497 $3,000,733 $550,309 545.3% 6.2% 33.7% 

'270900 Crude oils or oils obtained 
from bituminous minerals 

$48,612 $123,618,606 $22,753,888 543.3% 0.0% 0.2% 

'230400 cakes and other solid 
residues from the 
extraction of soybean oil 

$1,568,468 $13,546,795 $2,539,127 533.5% 11.6% 61.8% 

'710813 Semi carved gold, for 
non-monetary uses 

$153,918 $2,410,519 $456,203 528.4% 6.4% 33.7% 
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    Exports* LAC to: Imp.* ME to Coverage Share (%) 

Sub-item Description of the Sub-
item ME (1) World (2) World (3) (2)/(3) (1)/(2) (1)/(3) 

'740311 cathodes and sections of 
cathodes, of refined 
copper 

$294,447 $26,514,895 $5,066,206 523.4% 1.1% 5.8% 

'210111 extracts, essences and 
concentrates of coffee 

$42,948 $1,051,129 $208,935 503.1% 4.1% 20.6% 

'020714 cuts and offal of fowls, 
frozen 

$673,413 $3,896,993 $794,111 490.7% 17.3% 84.8% 

'080820 Fresh pears and quinces $13,556 $450,608 $92,002 489.8% 3.0% 14.7% 

'080300 Bananas or plantains, 
fresh or dried. 

$146,159 $4,616,404 $946,107 487.9% 3.2% 15.4% 

'050400 Guts, bladders and 
stomachs of animals 
other than fish, whole 

$11,559 $491,927 $101,696 483.7% 2.3% 11.4% 

'160232 other prepared or 
preserved meat, offal of 
chickens, hen 

$43,782 $511,678 $109,604 466.8% 8.6% 39.9% 

'720310 ferrous products obtained 
by direct reduction of iron 
ore 

$51,307 $1,425,407 $316,872 449.8% 3.6% 16.2% 

'040900 natural honey bee $10,383 $390,662 $87,996 444.0% 2.7% 11.8% 

'200811 nuts and peanuts 
prepared or preserved, 
even sweetened or with 
sugar 

$15,268 $346,188 $80,407 430.5% 4.4% 19.0% 

'350300 gelatine (even if 
presented in square or 
rectangular sheets) 

$29,209 $252,206 $59,799 421.8% 11.6% 48.8% 

'843359 Machinery for harvesting $14,841 $183,248 $44,355 413.1% 8.1% 33.5% 

'030429 Fish fillets and other fish 
meat (even if minced), 
fresh, refrigerated or 
frozen 

$13,744 $1,092,409 $290,576 375.9% 1.3% 4.7% 

'150710 Crude soybean oil, even 
if degummed. 
Anhydrous ammonia 

$1,209,115 $5,546,124 $1,541,199 359.9% 21.8% 78.5% 

'281410 Anhydrous ammonia $17,005 $2,201,810 $715,356 307.8% 0.8% 2.4% 

'170111 Raw cane sugar without 
flavouring or colouring, in 
solid form 

$3,093,680 $11,461,810 $3,821,849 299.9% 27.0% 80.9% 

'260112 iron ore pellets and 
concentrates 

$1,848,961 $8,278,529 $2,822,660 293.3% 22.3% 65.5% 

'710812 unprocessed gold, 
except in powder, for 
non-monetary uses 

$103,445 $18,937,410 $6,643,699 285.0% 0.5% 1.6% 

'281820 other aluminium oxides $203,350 $2,310,753 $814,419 283.7% 8.8% 25.0% 

'841810 combined refrigerator-
freezer-preservers with 
ext. doors 

$24,695 $2,429,838 $862,103 281.9% 1.0% 2.9% 
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    Exports* LAC to: Imp.* ME to Coverage Share (%) 

Sub-item Description of the Sub-
item ME (1) World (2) World (3) (2)/(3) (1)/(2) (1)/(3) 

'280469 Other silicon, except 
containing 99.99% or 
more of silicon 

$13,206 $459,906 $163,848 280.7% 2.9% 8.1% 

'090411 Pepper uncrushed and 
ungrounded 

$16,217 $140,935 $54,846 257.0% 11.5% 29.6% 

'510529 Combed wool, except in 
bulk 

$38,417 $299,493 $118,199 253.4% 12.8% 32.5% 

'120220 Nuts or peanuts, raw, 
shelled, even if broken 

$23,977 $316,941 $127,267 249.0% 7.6% 18.8% 

'870600 chassis for motor vehicles 
from items 8701 to 8705, 
with the engine 

$69,867 $673,844 $299,729 224.8% 10.4% 23.3% 

'480256 Paper and cardboard, 
uncoated, of the kind 
used for writing, printing 

$41,508 $665,071 $303,293 219.3% 6.2% 13.7% 

'880230 airplanes and other 
aircraft, of an unladen 
weight exceeding 2000 
kg 

$66,743 $1,037,371 $490,030 211.7% 6.4% 13.6% 

'071333 common bean, dried, 
shelled 

$56,440 $412,631 $201,714 204.6% 13.7% 28.0% 

'170490 other sugar confectionery 
not containing cocoa 

$20,619 $964,285 $483,307 199.5% 2.1% 4.3% 

'851770 Telephones, including 
mobile phones (cell 
phones) and other 
wireless networks; 

$11,513 $4,643,660 $2,392,088 194.1% 0.2% 0.5% 

'020230 Boneless meat of bovine 
animals, frozen 

$1,914,120 $5,373,799 $2,866,410 187.5% 35.6% 66.8% 

'160100 Cold meats and similar 
products of meat, meat 
offal or blood 

$32,996 $219,417 $118,373 185.4% 15.0% 27.9% 

'270112 Bituminous coal, even if 
pulverized, not 
agglomerated 

$463,325 $5,700,489 $3,265,088 174.6% 8.1% 14.2% 

'842920 Graders $39,820 $468,987 $269,413 174.1% 8.5% 14.8% 

'292610 Acrylonitrile $25,608 $208,685 $124,994 167.0% 12.3% 20.5% 

'441239 Plywood, veneered 
panels and similar 
laminated wood: Other 
wood 

$23,470 $719,120 $469,462 153.2% 3.3% 5.0% 

'841330 oil or coolant fuel pumps 
for engines  

$10,518 $815,014 $538,251 151.4% 1.3% 2.0% 

'080231 walnuts in shell, fresh or 
dried 

$32,582 $138,652 $92,298 150.2% 23.5% 35.3% 

'850153 other AC motors, multi-
phase, of superior output 

$10,128 $373,498 $252,907 147.7% 2.7% 4.0% 

'330720 deodorants and 
antiperspirants 

$21,878 $488,264 $335,899 145.4% 4.5% 6.5% 

'170199 Other cane or beet sugar 
and chemically pure 
sucrose 

$1,630,368 $4,531,803 $3,130,103 144.8% 36.0% 52.1% 
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    Exports* LAC to: Imp.* ME to Coverage Share (%) 

Sub-item Description of the Sub-
item ME (1) World (2) World (3) (2)/(3) (1)/(2) (1)/(3) 

'010290 Other live cattle. $180,230 $1,382,054 $968,341 142.7% 13.0% 18.6% 

'840999 other parts suitable for 
plunger engines 

$10,921 $2,070,334 $1,578,839 131.1% 0.5% 0.7% 

'100590 other corns $2,209,711 $5,626,837 $4,391,711 128.1% 39.3% 50.3% 

'790111 unwrought zinc, not 
alloyed, containing zinc, 
by weight, exceeding or 
equal to 

$16,777 $631,158 $506,085 124.7% 2.7% 3.3% 

'080132 Cashew nuts, shelled, 
fresh or dried 

$13,771 $231,304 $187,226 123.5% 6.0% 7.4% 

'870323 motor vehicles for the 
transport of persons, 
cylinder capacity 
exceeding 1500 

$179,182 $23,303,751 $18,983,866 122.8% 0.8% 0.9% 

'870421 other motor vehicles to 
transport goods 

$28,848 $4,124,370 $3,427,475 120.3% 0.7% 0.8% 

'851712 Telephones, including 
mobile phones (cell 
phones) and other 
wireless networks 

$21,114 $10,942,751 $9,631,864 113.6% 0.2% 0.2% 

'870190 Other tractors $44,952 $779,808 $691,727 112.7% 5.8% 6.5% 

'090830 Amomi and cardamoms $222,914 $309,581 $277,342 111.6% 72.0% 80.4% 

'851762 Telephones, including 
mobile phones (cell 
phones) and other 
wireless networks 

$21,530 $3,710,774 $3,324,841 111.6% 0.6% 0.6% 

'871639 tow cars $11,212 $408,006 $371,428 109.8% 2.7% 3.0% 

'640399 other footwear with outer 
soles of rubber, plastic or 
natural leather 

$24,628 $847,647 $782,829 108.3% 2.9% 3.1% 

'760110 Unwrought aluminum, not 
alloyed 

$23,419 $1,738,875 $1,628,613 106.8% 1.3% 1.4% 

'020712 meat and edible offal of 
fowls not cut into pieces, 
frozen 

$1,787,286 $2,490,560 $2,358,664 105.6% 71.8% 75.8% 

'230990 other preparations of the 
kind used for animal 
feeding 

$13,386 $576,411 $555,541 103.8% 2.3% 2.4% 

TOTAL 
Total Exports with 
Potential 

 $ 21,333,138   $ 395,588,652  $ 125,993,661 313.98% 5.39% 16.93% 

Source: Based on data from Trade Map. * Information for 2010 in thousands of dollars       
Methodology: We took the sub-items for which trade in LAC and the ME  was above 30 million dollars and the coverage of exp. 
of LAC to the world covering more than 100% of the tax. Totals for the ME. 

 
The main results of the analysis of business opportunities for exports from Latin America 
and the Caribbean to the Middle East (Table 17) are as follows: 
 
 We took all sub-items of exports from Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle 

East market in 2010. First, the coverage was obtained, i.e. the time that the global 
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exportable supply from Latin America and the Caribbean would, theoretically, cover 
the demand for imports from the Middle East.  
 

 It was considered that an appropriate measure of coverage would mean that the 
exportable supply from Latin America and the Caribbean should cover at least 100% 
of the total import demand in the Middle East. 
 

 In addition, it was considered that for business purposes, the minimum values of the 
exportable supply of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Middle East demand 
should be of at least 30 million U.S. dollars. 
 

 Taking these criteria together, the relevant universe of sub-items was reduced from 
5,402 to only 76, which can be reviewed in Table 17, in descending ordered. The value 
of the total exportable supply from Latin America and the Caribbean is US$ 395.6 
billion and the demand for imports from the Middle East is US$ 126 billion, i.e. the 
theoretical coverage is 3.1 times greater. 

 
 In 9 sub-items, the coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean is more than 11 

times the total demand for imports from the Middle East, namely, frozen meat of 
swine, lead ore, flour and pellets of fish, wines and grape musts , chemical semi-
bleached wood pulp , fresh grapes, unroasted coffee, frozen orange juice and 
timber. 

 
 In most of these sub-items, Latin America and the Caribbean have a current presence 

between 20% and 65% of the market in the Middle East, except in grape must (8.5%) 
and fresh grapes (7.5%). Therefore, the possibility of expanding the presence is very 
likely. 

 
 In general, the 76 sub-items would be candidates to explore the real possibilities of 

expansion from Latin America and the Caribbean to the Middle East market. 
However, we should analyze in detail the actual exportable supply from Latin America 
and the Caribbean, as this exportable supply of Latin America and the Caribbean is 
probably already committed to foreign markets. Additionally, it would be worth 
reviewing the terms of price, quality and other requirements necessary to enter the 
market of Middle East countries. 

 
Doing the same exercise with the imports that Latin America and the Caribbean from the 
Middle East and the world, (see Table 18) the results are as follows: 
 

 We took all sub-items of the region's imports from Middle Eastern countries in 2010. 
First, the coverage was obtained, i.e. the times that the global exportable supply 
from the Middle East would, theoretically, cover the demand for imports from Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

 
 It was considered that an appropriate measure of coverage would mean that 

exportable supply from the Middle East should cover at least 89% of total import 
demand from Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
 Additionally, we believe that for business purposes, the minimum values of 

exportable supply from the Middle East and demand for imports from Latin 
America and the Caribbean should be of at least 40 million U.S. dollars. 

 
 Taking these criteria together, the relevant sub-items universe of from 5,402 was 

reduced to only 57, which can be reviewed in Table 18, in descending ordered. 
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The value of the total exportable supply Middle East is US$ 785.7 billion and 
demand for imports from Latin America and the Caribbean is US$ 121.6 billion, i.e. 
the theoretical coverage is 6.5 times greater. 

 
 In 8 sub-items, the coverage of the Middle East is more than 6 times the total 

import demand of our region, namely, industrial diamonds, crude oils, butane, 
liquefied natural gas, calcium phosphates, marble and phosphoric acid. 

 
 In most of these sub-items, the Middle East has a current presence of 0.1% to 9% 

share in Latin America and the Caribbean's market, i.e. marginal. Therefore, the 
possibility of expanding its presence is high. 

 
 In general, the 57 sub-items would be candidates to explore the real possibilities of 

expansion of the Middle East to the market of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
However, we should analyze in detail the actual exportable supply from the 
Middle East, as it probably already has committed to foreign markets. Additionally, 
it would be worth reviewing the terms of price, quality and other requirements 
necessary to enter the market of the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
 

TABLE 18 
Imports from the Middle East with the potential for expansion in the Latin America and the 
Caribbean's market 
 

    LAC* Import to: Exp.* of the 
ME to Coverage  Share (%) 

Sub-item Description of the sub-
item  ME (1) World (2) World (3) (3)/(2) (1)/(2) (1)/(3) 

'710239 Other non-industrial 
diamonds 

$15,928 $169,866 $23,061,237 13576.1% 9.4% 0.1% 

'270900 Crude oils or oils obtained 
from bituminous minerals 

$3,017,376 $24,048,109 $542,364,318 2255.3% 12.5% 0.6% 

'271113 Butanes, liquefied $15,531 $554,123 $10,458,376 1887.4% 2.8% 0.1% 

'271111 Liquefied natural gas $719,998 $3,491,563 $40,587,539 1162.4% 20.6% 1.8% 

'251010 Natural calcium 
phosphates, natural 
aluminium calcium 
phosphates 

$145,547 $159,307 $1,777,981 1116.1% 91.4% 8.2% 

'680221 Marble, travertine and 
alabaster 

$11,767 $65,469 $506,798 774.1% 18.0% 2.3% 

'280920 phosphoric acid and 
polyphosphoric acids 

$92,300 $331,184 $2,388,113 721.1% 27.9% 3.9% 

'680291 Marble, travertine and 
alabaster, except for 
carving or building marble 

$10,069 $72,262 $499,249 690.9% 13.9% 2.0% 

'080620 Raisins $14,718 $129,811 $741,651 571.3% 11.3% 2.0% 

'252321 White Portland cement, 
even artificially coloured 

$10,463 $45,726 $246,288 538.6% 22.9% 4.2% 

'290121 Ethylene $16,537 $148,599 $766,839 516.0% 11.1% 2.2% 

'721650 The other profiles, 
obtained through hot 
lamination or extrusion 

$10,684 $61,006 $286,506 469.6% 17.5% 3.7% 

'271112 Propane, liquefied $289,255 $3,158,617 $14,424,345 456.7% 9.2% 2.0% 
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    LAC* Import to: Exp.* of the 
ME to Coverage  Share (%) 

'721420 iron rods with indentations, 
holes or embossed 

$278,788 $896,392 $3,838,993 428.3% 31.1% 7.3% 

'310590 Other fertilizers $17,610 $338,321 $1,440,730 425.8% 5.2% 1.2% 

'610910 cotton knit shirts, for 
women or girls 

$18,905 $784,285 $2,837,103 361.7% 2.4% 0.7% 

2 trousers, dungarees and 
cotton short pants for 
women 

$25,474 $543,146 $1,726,259 317.8% 4.7% 1.5% 

'820900 plates, rods, tips and the 
like for tools, not mounted 

$33,344 $213,704 $667,550 312.4% 15.6% 5.0% 

'620342 Trousers, dungarees and 
cotton short pants 

$23,135 $609,015 $1,841,519 302.4% 3.8% 1.3% 

'271290 other mineral waxes and 
similar products 

$26,437 $211,405 $623,726 295.0% 12.5% 4.2% 

'290919 Other acyclic ethers and 
their halogen-, sulfonated 
derivatives 

$10,823 $514,937 $1,484,439 288.3% 2.1% 0.7% 

'240110 tobacco, deveined or 
denervated 

$14,827 $154,291 $432,955 280.6% 9.6% 3.4% 

'390110 polyethylene of density of 
less than 0.94 

$121,560 $2,264,338 $6,022,322 266.0% 5.4% 2.0% 

'390210 Polypropylene, in primary 
forms 

$70,251 $1,733,369 $4,350,946 251.0% 4.1% 1.6% 

'390120 Polyethylene of density 
equal or higher than 0.94 

$112,272 $2,236,404 $5,387,488 240.9% 5.0% 2.1% 

'721621 l profiles of iron, hot rolled, 
height less than 80m 

$39,599 $160,113 $384,264 240.0% 24.7% 10.3% 
'310210 Urea, even in aqueous 

solution  
$309,846 $2,074,471 $4,393,692 211.8% 14.9% 7.1% 

'620520 cotton shirts, for men or 
boys 

$14,088 $294,734 $596,911 202.5% 4.8% 2.4% 

'720230 Ferro-silico-manganese $17,516 $157,517 $304,876 193.6% 11.1% 5.7% 

'271011 aviation alcohol $2,633,620 $24,154,345 $46,619,029 193.0% 10.9% 5.6% 

'930690 bombs, grenades, 
torpedoes, mines 

$19,222 $76,696 $146,561 191.1% 25.1% 13.1% 

'121190 other plants, plant parts $20,051 $83,278 $157,725 189.4% 24.1% 12.7% 

'310530 diammonium hydrogen 
orthophosphate 

$190,775 $826,555 $1,520,001 183.9% 23.1% 12.6% 

'310390 other phosphate mineral 
or chemical fertilizers 

$13,602 $47,110 $86,091 182.7% 28.9% 15.8% 

'760120 Aluminium alloys, crude $46,353 $1,126,587 $2,041,753 181.2% 4.1% 2.3% 

'270799 other oils and distillation 
products coal tar 

$52,066 $344,680 $589,707 171.1% 15.1% 8.8% 

'310310 Superphosphates $311,731 $583,183 $933,084 160.0% 53.5% 33.4% 

'110100 wheat flour and meslin 
flour 

$12,308 $495,823 $761,015 153.5% 2.5% 1.6% 
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    LAC* Import to: Exp.* of the 
ME to Coverage  Share (%) 

'620630 cotton shirts, blouses , for 
women or girls 

$10,199 $263,239 $397,180 150.9% 3.9% 2.6% 

'730890 construction structured 
iron 

$12,845 $829,364 $1,230,327 148.3% 1.5% 1.0% 

'880330 other parts of airplanes or 
helicopters 

$30,250 $1,338,577 $1,973,649 147.4% 2.3% 1.5% 

'721391 other wire of circular 
section with diameter of 
less than 14 mm 

$57,734 $477,865 $701,724 146.8% 12.1% 8.2% 

'392062 other plates, sheets, 
sheets of polyethylene 
terephthalate 

$16,083 $262,727 $380,595 144.9% 6.1% 4.2% 

'999999 Materials not elsewhere 
specified 

$107,412 $8,926,053 $12,869,964 144.2% 1.2% 0.8% 

'250300 Sulphur of all kinds, other 
than sublimed, and 
precipitated sulphur 

$75,009 $350,167 $483,675 138.1% 21.4% 15.5% 

'252310 Not coloured cement 
(clinker), even if coloured 

$11,889 $208,895 $250,407 119.9% 5.7% 4.7% 

'283421 fertilizing potassium nitrate $10,511 $60,911 $72,056 118.3% 17.3% 14.6% 

'251020 Natural calcium 
phosphate, natural 
alumino-calcic 
phosphates 

$164,926 $186,055 $218,890 117.6% 88.6% 75.3% 

'271019 Light petroleum distillates, 
not specified elsewhere 

$434,257 $31,638,196 $36,056,424 114.0% 1.4% 1.2% 

'940600 prefabricated buildings $16,707 $483,023 $540,268 111.9% 3.5% 3.1% 

'381700 Mixtures of alkylbenzenes 
and alkylnaphthalenes 
mixtures, obtained by 
alkylation of benzene 

$12,216 $572,752 $636,527 111.1% 2.1% 1.9% 

'290122 Propane (propylene). $13,039 $522,363 $554,413 106.1% 2.5% 2.4% 

'721499 other bars of iron or non-
alloy steel, simply forged 

$13,215 $166,094 $172,964 104.1% 8.0% 7.6% 

'720839 other hot-rolled coils, 
thickness less than 3mm 

$11,793 $981,021 $996,487 101.6% 1.2% 1.2% 

'282612 Aluminium fluoride $19,897 $53,793 $51,036 94.9% 37.0% 39.0% 

'392020 plates, sheets, film, foil 
and strip of propylene 
polymer 

$19,389 $742,066 $680,636 91.7% 2.6% 2.8% 

'340119 Other organic surfactant 
soaps, products and 
preparations 

$10,946 $185,945 $167,212 89.9% 5.9% 6.5% 

TOTAL 
Total Imports ME with 
Potential  

 $   
9,852,693  

 $  121,609,447   $  
785,732,413  

646.1% 8.1% 1.3% 

Source: Based on data from Trade Map. * Information for 2010 in thousands of dollars       
Methodology: We took the sub-items for which trade in LAC and ME were above US$ 40 million and the coverage of exp. of  ME  to 
the world covering at least 89% of the total imports of LAC. 
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South-South Cooperation – Sharing common challenges in development issues makes it 
possible to exchange experiences and develop joint programmes, which can promote 
the development of different policy areas through technical assistance and training. 
Among the recommendations offered we find the following: 
 

a. To promote cooperation in housing policy through the exchange of 
experiences on the development of the affordable housing market to meet 
the needs of the majority, including the financial component. 

 
b. To encourage programmes for the development of agricultural enterprises 

that foster sustainable food production, taking into account the experiences 
of Middle Eastern countries in the development of agricultural enterprises. 

 
c. Development of joint programmes to promote the use of renewable energies 

and energy efficiency based on the experiences developed by the countries 
of the region with the support of OLADE. Similarly, to push the exchange of 
information and experiences in the development of the petrochemical 
industry in Middle East countries for Latin American and Caribbean countries. 

 
d. Exchange of experiences in creating employment opportunities for young 

people based on experiences developed in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Also, exchange of information and experiences on granting of 
credits to incubate new businesses and tax treatments for young people 
entering the workforce and companies that hire people first entering the 
labour market. 

 
e. Exchange of experiences in implementing programmes to support SMEs, 

identifying those areas where Latin America and the Caribbean and the 
Middle East present coincidences. Also, this exchange of experiences can 
lead to the consolidation of SMEs which have as their ultimate goal to exploit 
business opportunities identified in the matrix of export opportunities. 

 
f. Sharing national experiences on the process of patents and trademarks 

protection that foster the innovation, technological development and 
scientific development of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean 
and the Middle East. 

 
g. Exchange of information and experiences on the implementation of norms 

and technical standards as well as legislation and regulations that each 
country or subregion (e.g. MERCOSUR) applies to facilitate and promote trade 
flows. 

 
h. Support for the development and/ or strengthening of electoral institutions and 

programs that foster greater civil society participation in political processes 
and greater transparency in political and electoral processes based on the 
diversity of experiences in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
i. Creation of working groups to collect and harmonize aggregation and 

collection criteria of regional statistical data on commercial, financial, tourism, 
labour, educational, demographic, social issues, among others, which allow to 
make policy and business decisions with more accurate information. 
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VII. CONCLUSIONS 
 
 The ASPA mechanism has UNASUR and the Arab League as focal points, with Brazil 
leading the way, and offering a support that has been instrumental in organizing the 18 
meetings held so far, and to monitor them. ASPA is part of the effort to establish innovative 
partnerships and coalitions to provide new forums for dialogue and new forms of South-
South cooperation that will strengthen both regions. 
 
The political crisis that some Middle Eastern countries went and are still going through is 
certainly a challenge for the possibilities of rapprochement in the short term. But even in 
the absence of the current political situation, there are important challenges that the 
regions will have to arrange and overcome. In the Arab case, there are continuing 
political differences, lack of stimulus for integration and intraregional trade insignificance. 
Also, the persistence of the Palestinian conflict, the survival of autocratic regimes in 
confrontation with the Islamist advance, and the weakness in democratic and pluralistic 
practices, limit the development of the Arab world and affect their external ties. In South 
American countries, internal difficulties condition the convergence and integration where 
CAN, MERCOSUR, CARICOM, ALBA and UNASUR simultaneously coexist. In addition, the 
way in which to incorporate other countries such as Mexico, Central American and 
Caribbean countries should be considered.  
 
But ASPA has also allowed the leaders of the countries of both regions to identify common 
problems, find new mechanisms for cooperation and, above all, show the political will to 
achieve a more influential presence in the international system. The constant activity and 
the diverse multidisciplinary consultation and resolutions forums promote that, in dozens of 
countries, thousands of dignitaries, parliamentarians, diplomats, politicians, civil servants, 
lawyers, journalists, media, entrepreneurs, investors, professionals, etc., participate actively 
in a strong and skillful cultivation of mutual support and understanding. 
 
The political crisis in the Middle East also has implications for Latin America and the 
Caribbean via the increase in international oil prices. The Middle Eastern countries 
contribute with nearly 30 million barrels per day, representing about 34% of the world 
production (87.5 million barrels per day in 2011). 
 
The economies of the Middle East need to meet the demands of employment and 
welfare of their populations, especially among young people. Latin America and the 
Caribbean also have a young population with demands and needs. This is an area of 
opportunity to develop in a constructive and creative way alternatives to capitalize on 
this great resource of the countries. In the mutual opportunities for trade, investment and 
services there may be options that offer possible solutions to these challenges. 
 
The Middle East and Latin America and the Caribbean have ample room for expanding 
trade and investment, but to do so they need to overcome specific barriers such as 
transportation and logistics, access to credit and market knowledge, If most countries of 
Latin America and the Caribbean had the willingness to expand their network of 
agreements to negotiate free trade agreements with more countries would also help to 
this effort. Mexico, Central American or Caribbean countries could negotiate FTAs with 
key countries such as Egypt, Morocco, Turkey, the UAE, Saudi Arabia and perhaps Algeria, 
although they would have to join the WTO first. 
 
Undoubtedly, ASPA is an excellent starting point for the rapprochement of two regions 
that until recently spoke little and barely knew each other, The countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean have the opportunity to offer a constructive agenda to enable 
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people in the Middle East to build partnerships and alliances for mutual benefit in their 
process of transition to democracy. 
 
With this document, the Permanent Secretariat of SELA has tried to identify areas where 
there have been advances and opportunities. SELA can be the forum and mechanism to 
make operational some of these proposals, thus strengthening institutional 
rapprochement schemes already developed so far at bilateral and regional levels. 
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ANNEX I 

 
Middle East/Arab League countries: Population 
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Middle East/Arab League countries: Area 
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ANNEX II  
Selected bilateral cooperation agreements in various areas between LAC and Middle East countries  

 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Algeria 
 

Agreement on cooperation in nuclear energy for civilian  
use,  
Cooperation Agreement for the exchange of information 

Agreement on cooperation in public health 

Cooperation Agreement for cultural promotion 

 
2008 

2008 

2008 

2008 

Armenia Agreement for promotion and reciprocal protection of investments 

Agreement on Scientific and technical cooperation 

Agreement on cooperation in agro-industrial matters 

Agreement on trade and economic cooperation 

Cultural cooperation program 2011-2015 

Agreement on suspension of visas 

Cooperation Agreement between the Foreign Service Institute of 
Argentina and the Diplomatic Academy of the Armenian 
Government 

1994 

1998 

2000 

2004 

2011 

2011 

2011 

Azerbaijan  Cooperation Agreement between the Foreign Service Institute of 
Argentina and the Diplomatic Academy of the Government of 
Azerbaijan 

Agreement on cooperation and mutual assistance in customs matters 

Memoranda of Understanding on cooperation in science and 
technology  

2010 

 

2011 

 

2011 

Argentina 

Egypt  Cooperation agreements on culture and education  

Cooperation Agreement between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
International Trade and Public Worship the Republic of Argentina and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Egypt.  

 May/2005 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Israel 

 

Agreement between the State of Israel and the Republic of Argentina 
on bilateral cooperation in agriculture 

Agreement between the Government the State of Israel and the 
Government the Republic of Argentina on bilateral cooperation in 
research and industrial development of the private sector. 

Cooperation Agreement to combat illicit trafficking and abuse of 
drugs and psychotropic substances and international terrorism and 
other serious crimes. 

Convention for the avoidance of double taxation in the operation of 
ships and airplanes in international transport.  

Cooperation Agreement between the State of Israel and the Republic 
of Argentina in tourism 

Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation 

Trade Convention  

Cultural Cooperation Convention 

Agreement on suspension of visas 

 

November/22/2006 
 
 

November/16/2006 
 
 

March/27/1996 
 
 
 

19/May/1981 
 
 

September/16/1980 
 

April/04/1995 
 

November/29/1960 
 

May/23/1957 
Ns 

 
Lebanon  Agreement on Cultural and Educational Cooperation 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Public Worship of the 
Republic of Argentina and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Emigration of the Republic of Lebanon  

2001 
 

2003 
 

 Morocco Trade agreement 

Cooperation agreement on fishing   

Agreement between the Moroccan Centre for Export Promotion 
(CMPE) and its counterpart in Argentina. 

 

Ns  

Tunisia Agreement on cooperation in agriculture 

Agreement on cultural cooperation 

Agreement on cooperation in science and technology 

2008 

2008 

2008 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Agreement on cooperation in technological development. 2008 

Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Bahamas Israel Exchange of Notes between the Government the State of Israel and 

the Government of the Bahamas establishing the suspension of the visa 
agreement 
 

Ns 

Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Templates/Amanot.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b5F215993-CC42-421E-B74D-
949AACCA4C9C%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fMFA%2fTreaties%2fIsrael%2bBilateral%2bagreements%2f&NRCACHEHINT=Guest 
 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Barbados Israel Exchange of Notes between the Government the State of Israel and 

the Government of Barbados establishing the suspension of the visa 
agreement 

Ns 

Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Templates/Amanot.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b5F215993-CC42-421E-B74D-
949AACCA4C9C%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fMFA%2fTreaties%2fIsrael%2bBilateral%2bagreements%2f&NRCACHEHINT=Guest 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Bolivia Israel Convention between Israel and Bolivia on cooperation in economic, 

cultural, technical and scientific matters  
 
Cultural Convention between the Government of the State of Israel 
and the Government of the Republic of Bolivia  
 
Exchange of letters between the Government of the State of Israel and 
the Government of Bolivia establishing the Agreement on suppression 
of visas 
 
Exchange of notes constituting an Agreement on agricultural 
cooperation  

April/13/1972 
 
 

April/27/1961 
 
 

Ns 
 
 

Ns 

Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Templates/Amanot.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b5F215993-CC42-421E-B74D-
949AACCA4C9C%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fMFA%2fTreaties%2fIsrael%2bBilateral%2bagreements%2f&NRCACHEHINT=Guest 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Algeria Agreement on Judicial Cooperation 
 
Cooperation Agreement on agriculture 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Political Consultations 
 
Cooperation Agreement on visa exemption in diplomatic and service 
passports  
 
Agreement on Cooperation in the field of plant and animal health 
protection.  
 
 

2010 
 

2010 
 

2005 
 

2005 
 
 

2010 

Armenia Agreement on cultural cooperation  

Agreement on suppression of visas 

2004 

Ns 

Azerbaijan Memorandum of Cooperation between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 

Agreement on suppression of visas 

2006 

2006 

Georgia Agreement for cooperation between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs 

Agreement on technical cooperation  

Agreement on suppression of visas for diplomats and officials 

Agreement on partial suppression of visa requirements for holders of 
ordinary passports 

2011 

2011 

2011 

2011 

Brazil 

Israel Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the 
State of Israel and the Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil 
on bilateral cooperation in research and industrial development of the 
private sector. 
 
Agreement between the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil regarding 
cooperation in medicine and health  

February/27/2007 
 
 
 
 

June/19/2006 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
 
Memorandum of Understanding concerning consultation and 
cooperation and exchange of information between the Securities 
Commission of Brazil and the Securities Authority of Israel. 
 
Agreement between the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil on the performance 
of remunerated activities by dependents of diplomatic, consular, 
administrative and technical personnel. 
 
Convention between the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil to avoid double 
taxation and prevent fiscal evasion with respect to income tax. 
  
Agreement between the Government of the State of Israel and the 
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil on the suppression of 
visas for holders of valid national passport. 
 
Exchange of letters constituting the Agreement on the suppression of 
visas in diplomatic passports 
 
Agreement on Technical and Scientific Cooperation 
 
Cultural Convention 

 
March/20/2006 

 
 
 

December/12/2002 
 
 
 
 

December/12/2002 
 
 
 

September/01/1999 
 
 
 

March/06/1964 
 
 

March/12/1962 
 

June/24/1959 
 

 Lebanon  Agreement of cooperation in combating drug trafficking 
 
Memorandum of Understanding to establish a high level committee on 
bilateral cooperation to oversee the strengthening of economic and 
trade ties. 
 
Agreement on Cultural and Educational Cooperation  
 

2007  
 

2003 
 
 
 

1997 

 Morocco Agreement of cooperation in veterinary health 
 
Agreement on cooperation in the water sector 
 
Agreement of cooperation in environmental issues 

Ns 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
 
Agreement of cooperation in professional training 
 
Agreement of cooperation in transport 
 
Agreement of cooperation in science and technology.  
 
Veterinary Cooperation Agreement  
 

 Qatar Cooperation agreements for technology transfer 
 
Agreement to exchange information in the area of real estate. 
 

Ns 

Tunisia Technical Cooperation Agreement  
 
Cooperation Protocol for the Establishment of Political Consultations 
between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Tunisia. 
 
Partial Scope Visa Suppression Agreement  
 

2002 
 

2002 
 
 
 

2001 

Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Templates/Amanot.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b5F215993-CC42-421E-B74D-
949AACCA4C9C%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fMFA%2fTreaties%2fIsrael%2bBilateral%2bagreements%2f&NRCACHEHINT=Guest
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Israel Agreement between the Government of the State of Israel and the 

Government of the Republic of Chile concerning gainful occupations 
of family members of personnel assigned to diplomatic or consular 
missions. 
  
Agreement on the suppression of visas for holders of diplomatic and 
service passports. 
 
Agreement on Cooperation in Combating Illicit Trafficking and Abuse 
of Narcotics and Crime. 
 
Agreement of cooperation in tourism 
 
Air Services Agreement between the respective territories and beyond 
borders.  
 
Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation 
 
Technical and Scientific Cooperation Agreement  
 
Cultural Relations Convention 

November/01/2007 
 
 
 
 

May/31/1994 
 
 

March/23/1993 
 
 

January/21/1986 
 

March/11/1982 
 
 

March/09/1982 
 

December29//1965 
 

April/24/1953 
 

Chile 

Morocco Agreement of cooperation in agriculture  
 
Agreement of cooperation in fishing 
 

Ns 

Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Templates/Amanot.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b5F215993-CC42-421E-B74D-
949AACCA4C9C%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fMFA%2fTreaties%2fIsrael%2bBilateral%2bagreements%2f&NRCACHEHINT=Guest 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Algeria Trade Agreement between the Government of the Republic of 
Colombia and the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria 
 

May/10/1997 

Azerbaijan Agreement on mutual suppression of visas for holders of diplomatic, 
official and service passports 

Memorandum of Understanding to establish a political consultation 
mechanism 

Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation between diplomatic 
academies 

2011 

 

2011 

2011 

Egypt Basic Agreements of Technical and Scientific Cooperation between 
the Governments of the Republic of Colombia and the Arab Republic 
of Egypt 
 
Trade Agreement between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the 
Republic of Colombia  
 
 

July/23/1985 
 
 
 

July/23/1981 

Iran Cultural Agreement between the Government of the Republic of 
Colombia and the Islamic Republic of Iran 

September/04/1997 

Israel Trade and Economic Cooperation Agreement between Colombia 
and Israel 
 
General Agreements on Technical Cooperation between the 
Governments of Colombia and Israel 
 
Cultural Agreement between the Republic of Colombia and the State 
of Israel 

September/22/1986 
 
 

January/15/1965 
 
 

June/11/1962 

Colombia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morocco Agreement of cooperation in tourism between the Republic of 
Colombia and the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco  
Trade Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of 
Morocco and the Government of the Republic of Colombia 
Technical and Scientific Cooperation Agreement between the 
Government of the Republic of Colombia and the Government of the 
Kingdom of Morocco 
Cultural Agreement between the Government of the Republic of 

March/08/2000 
 
 

June/22/1995 
 
 

October/19/1992 
13/December/1991 



 

 

91 

 
Relations betw

een Latin A
m

erica and
 the C

a
ribbean   

 
             

 
   

    
         SP/D

i N
° 13-12 

and
 the M

id
d

le East: Status and
 areas of opp

ortunity 

LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Colombia and the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco 
 

Source: Colombia. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
http://www.cancilleria.gov.co/wps/portal/espanol/!ut/p/c1/lY7LDoIwFES_yNzbFpAPQLE8NFIglA0hBBEFSnwhfL2sSYwxszyZMwMpzOnyV13lj1p1eQMJpEYWxUF
MhcXQXHMLuW9TzdcDYjKcufzOQ_ZX--
AHOtLYM47OhlHkxo_2fqfaEiSk628Oe3aEkKCWicuolKjZNIrhidJEtDghqnQPdnl12tMtMGSjn0VX3YUr3q4nXtMYEY9wzXaLmvrFsN2v-
qlf7C1fMZBNWeXFCH0bJQMx1QeGor9r/dl2/d1/L0lJSklna21DU1EhIS9JRGpBQU15QUJFUkNKRXFnL1lGTkExTkk1MC01Rjg5dyEvN19VVlJWMlNEMzA4N0lEMElNRzI0
TTVSMTgzMy83SUo4OTk5MTQwMTgwL3NhLkNvbnZlbmlvc0NvbnN1bHRhLkluaXQ!/?fldCodigo=&fldOption=&fldPage=11&fldGoPage= 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Egypt Agreement for the establishment of a mechanism of political 
consultations between the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Costa Rica and the Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
Agreement on cooperation between the diplomatic institutes of the 
Republic of Costa Rica and the Arab Republic of Egypt 
 

June/2008 
 
 
 

June/2008 

Georgia Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs 

November/17/2009 

Israel Memorandum of Understanding between the Government the State of 
Israel and the Government of the Republic of Costa Rica on best 
practices in international cooperation. 
 
Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation  
 
Convention on Tourism Cooperation between the Governments of 
Israel and the Republic of Costa Rica. 
  
Convention on cooperation in economic, cultural, technical and 
scientific matters 
 
Cultural convention between Israel and Costa Rica. 
 
Agreement on suppression of visas 
 

February/21/2005 
 
 
 

April/09/1995 
 

April/11/1988 
 
 

August/11/1971 
 
 

July/31/1962 
 

Ns 

Costa Rica 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qatar Agreement on Cooperation in Tourism 
 
Agreement on Cultural Cooperation 

January/22/2010 
 

January/22/2010 
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Memorandum of understanding for political consultations 

 
January/22/2010 

 
Source: Israel. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Templates/Amanot.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7b5F215993-CC42-421E-B74D-
949AACCA4C9C%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fMFA%2fTreaties%2fIsrael%2bBilateral%2bagreements%2f&NRCACHEHINT=Guest. 
http://www.centralamericadata.com/es/article/home/Qatar_Costa_Rica_Petroleo_Inversion 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Cuba Saudi Arabia Memorandum establishing regular political consultations 
 

January/26/2010 

Algeria Convention on the Legal and Judicial Cooperation between the 
Republic of Cuba and the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria. 
 
Consular Convention between the Government of the Republic of 
Cuba and the Government of the People's Democratic Republic of 
Algeria  
 
Cuba and Algeria cooperation agreement between the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cuba and the People's Democratic 
Republic of Algeria.  
 

February/02/2011 
 
 

February/03/2011 
 
 

May/21/2007 

Armenia Agreement for cooperation in the field of health 

Agreement for trade and economic cooperation 

 

Ns. 

Ns. 

Azerbaijan Agreement on suppression of visas 

Agreement for cooperation in the field of information technology and 
communication 

2006 

2010 

Egypt Agreement for cooperation and information exchange between the 
Middle East News Agency (MENA) in Egypt and Prensa Latina News 
Agency (PRELA) of Cuba 
 
Visa waiver agreement for holders of diplomatic, official, special and 
service passports between the Republic of Cuba and the Arab 
Republic of Egypt. 
 

March/30/2010 
 
 
 

June/04/2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Iran Scientific and technological Agreement  February/15/2008 
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Kuwait Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Cuba and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State 
of Kuwait on bilateral consultations 
Cooperation Agreement between Cuba and the Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development 
 

August/02/2010 
 
 
 

November/23/2009 

Lebanon  Memorandum of Understanding to promote cooperation between the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Lebanon and the 
Republic of Cuba  
 
Agreement to combat illicit drug trafficking and use of psychotropic 
substances between the Republic of Lebanon and the Republic of 
Cuba  

2006 
 

 
 

2003 

Mauritania Cooperation Agreement between Cuba and the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania 

May/06/2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qatar Agreement of association of tourism investment in the Republic of 
Cuba with the company Qatari Diar Real Estate Investment. 
 
Agreement between the Company Qatari Diar Real Estate Investment 
and the Company Gran Caribe to build a luxury hotel in Key Largo. 
 
Agreement of collaboration between the Cuban producer Mundo 
Latino and the Al Jazeera International Documentary Festival 
 
Agreement for cooperation on health  
 
Agreement on Cooperation in Tourism 
 
Agreement to avoid double taxation 
 
Agreement for the educational and scientific development 
 
Agreement for exchange in radio and television  
 
Agreement between the Olympic Committees of Cuba and Qatar  
 
Agreement for the appropriate legislation, prevention and fight 

May/18/2009 
 
 

May/11/2009 
 
 
 

April/15/2009 
 

April/23/2008 
 

April/23/2008 
 

November/08/2006 
 

November/08/2006 
 

November/08/2006 
 

November/08/2006 
 

November/08/2006 
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against customs violations 
 

 

Syria Agreement of cooperation in biotechnology 
 
Memorandum of Understanding for the establishment of a Placental 
Histotherapy Center and the production in Syria of human placenta 
byproducts 
 
Memorandum of Understanding for the registration and 
commercialization of monoclonal antibodies, a therapeutic vaccine 
and cytostatic drugs for cancer produced at the Center of Molecular 
Immunology. 
 
Agreement of the Centre for State Control of Drugs to exchange the 
regulatory framework for the approval of the products in both 
countries. 
 

September/16/2010 
 

September/16/2010 
 
 
 
 

September/16/2010 
 
 
 

September/16/2010 

Yemen Protocol and Technical Cooperation Agreement in the area of health.  December/23/2004 
Source: Cuba. Ministry of Foreign Affairs http://www.cubaminrex.cu/Regionales/Articulos/AfricaNorteMedioOriente/inicio.html 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

El Salvador  Egypt Memorandum of political consultations between the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs of El Salvador and the Arab Republic of Egypt.  
 
Agreement of El Salvador with the Egyptian International Center for 
Agriculture (EICA)  
 

1996 

Source: El Salvador. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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Egypt Agreement for Technical Exchange in the Field of Forestry between 

the Government of the Republic of Guatemala and the Government 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt through the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Land Reclamation. Dossier 1801-2005 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Consultations between the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Guatemala and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt. Dossier 892-98 
 
Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreement between the 
Government of the Republic of Guatemala and the Government of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt. Dossier 1824-2005 
 
 

November/29/2006 
 
 
 
 

June/11/2005 
 
 
 

June/11/2005 
 
 

Israel Memorandum of Understanding for the Establishment of Bilateral 
Consultations between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Guatemala and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the State of Israel, 
Dossier No. 1852-2005 
 
Agreement on Trade and Economic Cooperation between the 
Government of the Republic of Guatemala and the Government of 
the State of Israel. Agreement Ratified By Governmental Agreement 
308-82 from 03/10/1982. 
 
General Agreement on Technical Cooperation between the 
Governments of Guatemala and Israel. 
 

June/15/2005 
 
 
 
 

June/15/1982 
 
 
 
 

September/14/1971 

Guatemala 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Morocco Memorandum of Understanding for the Establishment of Political 
Consultations between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
of the Kingdom of Morocco and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Guatemala, 
Dossier No. 716-97 
 

April/06/1999 

Source: Guatemala. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Integrated Information System. Consultation of International Treaties in Force. 
http://www.minex.gob.gt/pBase.aspx?ID=/MAYT/MAYT_TRATADO_AGREEMENT/MAYT_TRATADO_AGREEMENT_VIGENTEWebReport.aspx 
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Algeria  Cultural Cooperation Agreement between the United Mexican States 

and the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria 

Agreement establishing an intergovernmental joint commission for 
economic, trade, scientific and technological cooperation 

Agreement for cooperation on cultural and educational matters 

 

June/30/1977 

 

1987 

2004 

   Azerbaijan Agreement for cooperation on telecommunications and information 
technology and communications 

2010 

Armenia Agreement for cooperation on education and culture 

Agreement on Scientific and Technical matters 

Agreement of visa suppression for diplomatic and service passports 

2003 

2009 

Ns. 

Egypt Tourism Cooperation Agreement between the Government of the 
United Mexican States and the Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
General Agreement for Economic Cooperation and Scientific-
Technical Cooperation between the United Mexican States and the 
Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
Trade Agreement between the United Mexican States and the United 
Arab Republic (Egypt) 
 
Cultural Agreement between the United Mexican States and the 
United Arab Republic (Egypt) 

June/19/1991 
 
 

June/18/1984 
 
 
 

October/25/1963 
 
 

April/08/1960 

Georgia Memorandum of Understanding for the establishment of a 
consultation mechanism on issues of mutual interest 

1996 

Iran Cultural Cooperation Agreement between the Government of the 
United Mexican States and the Imperial Government of Iran 
 
Basic Agreement on Scientific and Technical Cooperation between 
the Government of the United Mexican States and the Imperial 
Government of Iran 

July/21/1975 
 
 

July/21/1975 

Mexico 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Israel Convention between the United Mexican States and the State of 
Israel to Avoid Double Taxation and Prevent Fiscal Evasion on Income 

July/20/1999 
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and Wealth Taxes 
 
Agreement between the Government of the United Mexican States 
and the Government the State of Israel on Cooperation in 
Combating Illicit Trafficking and Abuse of Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances and other Serious Crimes 
 
Agreement between the Government of the United Mexican States 
and the Government of the State of Israel on Mutual Assistance in 
Customs Matters. 
 
Convention of Cooperation Technical between the United Mexican 
States and the State of Israel. 
 
Convention on Cultural Exchange between the Government of the 
United Mexican States and the Government of the State of Israel 

 
 

February/16/1997 
 
 
 
 

November/21/1996 
 
 
 

July/11/1966 
 
 

June/15/1959 

Kuwait Economic Cooperation Agreement between the Government of the 
United Mexican States and the Government of the State of Kuwait 
 
 

July/08/1976 

Lebanon  Convention on Educational and Cultural Cooperation between the 
Government of the United Mexican States and the Government of 
the Republic of Lebanon 
 
Basic Agreement on Scientific and Technical Cooperation between 
the Government of the United Mexican States and the Government 
of the Republic of Lebanon 

June/21/2000 
 
 

June/21/2000 

Morocco General Cooperation Agreement between the Governments of the 
United Mexican States and the Kingdom of Morocco 
 
Consultation mechanism between the Government of the United 
Mexican States and the Kingdom of Morocco  
 
Agreement on agricultural cooperation  

October/09/1991 

Syria Convention on Educational and Cultural Cooperation between the 
Government of the United Mexican States and the Government of 
the Syrian Arab Republic 

July/26/2004 

Tunisia Convention on Educational and Cultural Cooperation between the October/26/1998 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Government of the United Mexican States and the Government of 
the Republic of Tunisia 
 

Mexico. SRE. International Treaties. http://www.sre.gob.mx/tratados/  
 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Nicaragua Israel Cultural Agreement between Nicaragua and Israel 
 
Visa Free Agreement 
 
Technical Cooperation Agreement between the Republic of 
Nicaragua and the State of Israel  
 

March/24/1977 
 

February/19/1970 
 

November/29/1966 

  Morocco Framework Cooperation Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of Nicaragua and the Government of the Kingdom of 
Morocco (bilateral cooperation in political, economic, technical - 
scientific and cultural matters) 
 

July/21/200 
 
 

Source: Nicaragua. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. http://www.cancilleria.gob.ni/docs/files/ma_marco_coo2000.pdf 
 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

United Arab 
Emirates 

Open Skies Treaty between the Republic of Panama and the United 
Arab Emirates 

November/18/2010 

Egypt Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Panama and 
the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on Cooperation in the 
Field of Crime Control.  
 

May/03/1999 

Panama 

Israel Agreement of Cooperation in Agriculture,  
 
Agreement on Cooperation in Water,  
 
Agreement of Exchange and Technical and Cultural Assistance 
 
Memorandum establishing a regular mechanism of political 
consultations between the governments 
 

March/03/2010 
 

March/03/2010 
 

March/03/2010 
 

March/03/2010 
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Memorandum authorizing the spouses of accredited diplomats the 
opportunity to work in the place of destination  
 
Agreement between the Republic of Panama and the Government of 
the State of Israel on Cooperation in Combating Illicit Trafficking and 
Abuse of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances and other 
Serious Crimes. 
 

March/03/2010 
 
 

December/5/2001 

Panama. Prensa.com. http://mensual.prensa.com/mensual/contenido/2010/03/03/uhora/local_2010030309444687.asp y www.superbancos.gob.pa 
 
 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Algeria Cooperation Agreement on Energy and Mines between the 
Government of the Republic of Peru and the Government of the 
People's Democratic Republic of Algeria  
 
Memorandum of Understanding on a Bilateral Consultation 
Mechanism between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Peru and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Democratic 
Republic of Algeria 
 
Executive Program of the Cooperation on Cultural Agreement 
between the Government of the Republic of Peru and the 
Government of the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria   
 
Agreement for the Creation of a Peruvian-Algerian Joint Commission 
on Economic, Trade, Scientific-Technical and Cultural Cooperation.  
 
Cultural Agreement between the Republic of Peru and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Algeria  
 
Convention on Scientific and Technical Cooperation between the 
Government of the Republic of Peru and the Government of the 
People's Democratic Republic of Algeria. 
 
Trade Agreement between the Republic of Peru and the People’s 
Democratic Republic of Algeria. 

May/18/2005 
 
 
 

May/18/2005 
 
 
 
 

March/23/2004 
 
 
 

October/13/1987 
 
 

June/01/1976 
 
 

June/01/1976 
 
 
 

August/15/1973 

Peru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Egypt Memorandum of Understanding between the National Institute of 
Agricultural Research (INIA) and the Agricultural Research Centre (CIA) 

March/21/2004 
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for Cooperation in the field of agricultural research, signed in Cairo  
 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Peru and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt for the establishment of a Bilateral Consultation 
Mechanism 
 
Agreement on suppression of visas for holders of diplomatic, special 
and service passports between Egypt and Peru  
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Areas of Health 
and Pharmacy between Peru and the Arab Republic of Egypt  
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in the Areas of Health 
and Pharmacy between Peru and the Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
Basic Agreement on Technical and Scientific Cooperation between 
the Governments of the Republic of Peru and the Arab Republic of 
Egypt  
 
Specific Cooperation Agreement between the Diplomatic Academy 
of Peru and the Diplomatic Institute of the Arab Republic of Egypt. 
Signed in Lima  
 
Tourism Cooperation Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of Peru and the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
signed in Lima 
 
Trade Agreement and its Protocol between the Government of the 
Republic of Peru and the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
 
Cultural Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Peru 
and the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt, signed in Cairo,  
 

 
 
 

March/21/2004 
 
 
 
 

March/21/2004 
 
 

September/16/1985 
 
 

September/16/1985 
 
 
 

September/16/1985 
 
 

July11//1983 
 
 
 

November/16/1976 
 

 
 

March/24/1974 

Israel Program for Cultural and Educational Cooperation 
Cooperation Convention on Agriculture and cattle-breeding 
Cooperation Convention on Science and Technology 
Tourism Agreement  

2005  
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Agreement of Cooperation between Prompex and the Israeli Export 
Institute  
 
Memorandum of Understanding to establish a political consultation 
mechanism. 
 
Cooperation Agreement on the Protection of Plants between the Plant 
Protection and Inspection Services (PPIS) from the Ministry of 
Agriculture of Israel and the National Agrarian Health (SENASA), 
Ministry of Agriculture of Peru. 
 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministries of Agriculture 
of Peru and Israel. 
 
Exchange of notes on the establishment of the Joint Commission 
responsible for the implementation of the Cultural Exchange  
Convention of 1962. 
 
Technical Cooperation Agreement, Development Rural and 
Settlement Project in southern Peru. 
Notes on Diplomatic and Special Passports. 
 
Atomic Energy Cooperation Convention. 
 
Exchange of notes on Project Olmos. 
 
Technical Cooperation Convention. 
 
Cultural Convention. 
 
Modus Vivendi on Most Favoured Nation Treatment. 

 
 
 

2003  
 
 

2001 
 
 
 

1996 
 

1995 
 
 

1975 
 
 
 

1970 
 
 
 

1965 
 

1963 
 

1963 
 

1962 
 

1959 
 Morocco Memorandum of Understanding of Mutual Cooperation in Penal 

Matters between Peru and Morocco 
 
Cooperation Agreement between the General Confederation of 
Enterprises of Morocco and the National Confederation of Private 
Business Institutions of Peru.  

February/21/2006 
 
 

November/30/2004 
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Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation Agreement between 
the Republic of Peru and the Kingdom of Morocco (the Agreement 
provides for the establishment of the Joint Commission). 
 
Cooperation Agreement between the Marine Institute of Peru 
(IMARPE) and the National Halieutic Research Institute of the Kingdom 
of Morocco 
 
Twinning Agreement between the cities of Dakhla and Ica. 
 
Framework Convention for Cooperation and Sustainable Development 
of Tourism between the Government of the Republic of Peru and the 
Government of the Kingdom of Morocco. 
 
Agreement for the Suppression of Visas in Diplomatic and Special 
Passports issued by the Government of the Republic of Peru and 
Diplomatic, Special and Service Passports provided by the Kingdom of 
Morocco 
 
Agreement of cooperation in maritime fishing between the 
Government of the Republic of Peru and the Government of the 
Kingdom of Morocco  
 
Trade Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Peru 
and the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco 
  
Framework Cooperation Agreement between the National Agricultural 
Research Institute of Peru (INIA) and the National Institute of 
Agronomic Research of the Kingdom of Morocco (INRA) 
 
Cooperation Agreement between the Commission for the Promotion 
of Exports (PROMPEX) and the Moroccan Centre for Export Promotion 
 
 
Declaration of Intent between the Governments of the Republic of 
Peru and the Kingdom of Morocco for the Reciprocal Concession of 
Tariff Preferences 

 
November/30/2004 

 
 
 

November/30/2004 
 
 
 

November/30/2004 
 

March/17/2004 
 
 
 

January/08/2003 
 
 
 
 

January/08/2003 
 
 
 

June/18/2003 
 
 

June/18/2003 
 
 
 

June/18/2003 
 
 
 

June/19/2003 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Bilateral Consultations between 
the Ministry of Peru and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation 
of the Kingdom of Morocco. 
 
Cooperation Agreement between the University Abdelmalek Essadi of 
Morocco and the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru 
 
Cultural and Scientific Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of Peru and the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco 
 
Agreement on amendments to the final part of the Agreement on 
Economic, Science and Technology Cooperation, signed between the 
Republic of Peru and the Kingdom of Morocco 
 
Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation Agreement between 
the Republic of Peru and the Kingdom of Morocco. 
 

 
June/21/1999 

 
 
 

January/6/1998 
 
 

May/8/1995 
 
 

June/14/1991 
 
 
 

June/14/1991 

Peru. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. http://www.rree.gob.pe/portal/Pbilateral.nsf/PaisTipo/6DFC7B711BD7E4CC052571F70078C12F?OpenDocument 
LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 

Bol. Rep. of 
Venezuela 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iran Memorandum of Understanding between the Venezuelan Petroleum 
Corporation, Inc. of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and 
Petropars Limited of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
 
Letter of Intent between PDVSA and PETROPARS to sign the 
Agreement for the Participation of PDVSA in Phase 12 of the South Pars 
Project. 
 
Letter of Intent between PDVSA and Iran Liquefield Company (ILC), for 
PDVSA to acquire 10% of the ILC liquefaction project in Iran 
 
Agreement between PDV Marina and National Iranian Tanker 
Company. 
 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of the Popular 
Power for Science, Technology and Intermediate Industries of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Ministry of Industries and 
Mines of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the development of different 

October/20/2010 
 
 
 

October/20/2010 
 
 
 

October/20/2010 
 
 
 

October/20/2010 
 

October/20/2010 
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varieties of fabrics 

Libya 
 

General Agreement Amending the Agreement of Cooperation 
between the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Great Socialist 
People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. 
Agreement for the creation of the "Venezuela-Libya" Fund for joint 
development. 
 
Draft Agreement on Maritime Transport 
 
Draft Agreement on Aviation 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Agriculture 
 
Energy Cooperation Agreement 
 
Memorandum of Understanding between the New Televisión del Sur 
and the Institute of Radio and Television of the Great Jamahiriya 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Inter-institutional Cooperation 
between the Ministry of the Popular Power for Foreign Affairs of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Great Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, on cooperation 
between diplomatic academies. 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Economic Complementarity. 

October/23/2010 
 
 

October/23/2010 
 
 

October/23/2010 
 

October/23/2010 
 

October23//2010 
 

October/23/2010 
 

October/23/2010 
 

 
October/23/2010 

 
 
 
 
 

October/23/2010 
 

 Morocco Agreements on cooperation in economy, science, politics, education 
and culture.  
 

 

Qatar Technical agreements for technology transfer 
Information exchange agreement in the area of real estate 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Syria Agreement on Customs 
 
Commercial maritime transport Agreement 
 
Agreement to avoid double taxation 
 
Agreement of Cooperation in Education 

October/21/2010 
 

October/21/2010 
 

October/21/2010 
 

October/21/2010 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Trade Outreach, Exchange and 
Complementation 
 
Cooperation Agreement on abuse prevention and suppression of illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and chemical 
precursors, as well as related crimes. 
 
Agreement for the Establishment of a Fund for the Financing of Joint 
Investment Projects and Incentive for Trade Venezuela-Syria 
 
Commitment Act for the construction of the refinery Al Fruglus 
 
Agreement for the establishment of the joint venture for growing, 
processing, packaging and marketing olive oil. 

 
October/21/2010 

 
 

October/21/2010 
 
 
 

October/21/2010 
 
 

October/21/2010 
 

October/21/2010 
 

 
Turkey  Venezuela-Turkey Cooperation Agreement 

 
Memorandum of Understanding for the Establishment of a Mechanism 
for Political Consultations between Ministries of Foreign Affairs  
 
Cooperation Agreement in housing 
 
Agreement for Cooperation in energy 
 
Cooperation Agreement in the oil sector 
 
Framework Cooperation Agreement between the Republic of Turkey 
and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

February/02/2011 
 

February/02/2011 
 
 

January/19/2011 
 

January/19/2011 
 

November04//2010 
 

October23//2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yemen Cooperation agreements in energy, oil and gas technology 
 
Agreement for cooperation in education  
 
Agreement for cooperation in health. 

July/2008 

Source: Venezuela. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
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LAC Country ME Country Agreement Date of Signature 
Armenia Agreement on cultural cooperation 

Agreement of visa suppression for diplomatic and service passports 

Agreement for cooperation in agribusiness 

Agreement for cooperation in health care and medicine 

 

Agreement for the promotion and reciprocal protection of investments 

Protocol for the establishment of a permanent bilateral commission 

2005 

Ns. 
 

Ns. 

Ns. 

 

Ns. 

Ns. 

Israel Agreement on cooperation in areas of research in telemedicine, 
health management, medical technology and health oncology and 
cardiology between the Oriental Republic of Uruguay and the 
Government of Israel 
 
Agreement between the Oriental Republic of Uruguay and the 
Government of the State of Israel on bilateral cooperation in industrial 
research and development of the private sector 
 
Agreement on Cooperation in the field of veterinary medicine 
  
 

February/20/2009 
 
 
 
 

August/25/2008 
 
 
 

March/30/1998 

Lebanon  Agreement of cooperation between Legislative Powers 
 
Agreement on Cultural Cooperation between the Government of the 
Oriental Republic of Uruguay and the Government of the Republic of 
Lebanon 
 

January/21/2011 
 

December/17/1999 
 

Kuwait Trade Cooperation Agreement  

Uruguay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qatar Agreement for Economic, trade and technical cooperation in industry, 
energy, agriculture, communications, transportation, construction, 
labour and tourism, as well as promotion and trade facilitation 
 
Agreement on economic, trade and technological cooperation 
 
Agreement on economic, trade and technological cooperation 

January/29/2011 
 
 
 

August/17/2010 
 

August/17/2010 
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Agreement on Cultural Cooperation 
 
Memorandum of Understanding on Sports between the Government 
of Uruguay, through the Ministry of Tourism and Sport and the 
Government of the State of Qatar represented by that country's 
Olympic Committee. 
 

 
August/17/2010 

 
August/17/2010 

 
 

Turkey  Agreement on commercial and technical Economic Cooperation 
between the Government of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay and the 
Republic of Turkey  
 
Framework Agreement for the establishment of a free trade area 
between MERCOSUR and the Republic of Turkey  

April/30/2009 
 
 
 

June/30/2008 
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ANNEX III 
Participation in regional and multilateral organizations 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND COMMON INTERESTS BETWEEN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN  
AND THE MIDDLE EAST /ARAB LEAGUE  

 
MEMBER COUNTRIES  

ORGANIZATION 
 

COMMON 
INTERESTS 

 
WEB SITE 

 
MISSION / OBJECTIVES Latin America  Middle East / 

Arab League 
 
 

Organization of 
the Petroleum 

Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) 

 
 
 

Policies on oil 
production and prices 

 
 
 
 

www.opec.org 
 
 

Coordinate and unify the petroleum 
policies of its Member Countries and 
ensure the stabilization of oil markets 
in order to secure an efficient, 
economic and regular supply of 
petroleum to consumers, a steady 
income to producers and a fair 
return on capital for those investing in 
the petroleum industry. 

 
 
 
 

Ecuador, Venezuela 

 
 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
United Arab Emirates, 

Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, 
Qatar 

 
  

 
 

Latin American 
Energy 

Organization 
(OLADE) 

To establish a 
cooperation 

mechanism for the 
countries of the region, 
in order to develop their 

energy resources and 
jointly address issues 

regarding their efficient 
and rational use, 

attempting to 
contribute in the 

economic and social 
development of Latin 

America and the 
Caribbean. 

 
 
 
 

www.olade.org 
 

VISION: OLADE is the political and 
technical-support organization by 
means of which its Member States 

undertake common efforts to 
achieve integration and 

development in the regional energy 
market. 

 
MISSION: To contribute to the 
region’s integration, sustainable 
development and energy security, 
by advising and promoting 
cooperation and coordination 
among its member countries. 
 

South America: Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, 

Uruguay, Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru 

and Venezuela 
 

Caribbean: Barbados, 
Cuba, Grenada, Guyana, 

Haiti, Jamaica, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Dominican 
Republic and Suriname 

 
Central America and 
Mexico: Belize, Costa 

Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, 

Nicaragua, Panama and 
Mexico 

 
 
 
 

Algeria 
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Group of 15 
(G-15) 

 
 

Greater and mutually 
beneficial cooperation 

among developing 
countries, particularly in 

the areas of 
investments, trade and 

technology 
 

 

www.g15.org 
 

• To harness the considerable 
potential for greater and mutually 
beneficial cooperation among 
developing countries.  
• To conduct a regular review of the 
impact of the world situation and of 
the state of international economic 
relations on developing countries. 
• To serve as a forum for regular 
consultations among developing 
countries with a view to coordinating 
policies and actions.  
• To identify and implement new and 
concrete schemes for South-South 
cooperation and mobilize wider 
support for them.  
• To pursue a more positive and 
productive North-South dialogue 
and to find new ways of dealing with 
problems in a cooperative, 
constructive and mutually supportive 
manner. 

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Jamaica, Mexico, 

Venezuela  

Algeria, Egypt, Iran 

 
 
 

Group of 77 

 
Promote trade and the 

political agenda, 
reduce poverty, foster 

industrialization and 
unity among its 

members, speed up the 
adoption of a new 

world order, among 
many other 

cooperation-related 
issues 

 
 
 

www.g77.org 
 

 
The Group of 77 is the largest inter-
governmental organization of 
developing countries in the United 
Nations, which provides the means 
for the countries of the South to 
articulate and promote their 
collective economic interests and 
enhance their joint negotiating 
capacity on all major international 
economic issues within the United 
Nations system, and promote South-
South cooperation for development. 

Antigua and Barbuda, 
Argentina, Bahamas, 

Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Dominica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Grenada, 

Guatemala, Guyana, 
Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, 

Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, 

Dominican Republic, St. 
Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines, St. 
Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad 

and Tobago, Uruguay 
and Venezuela 

 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Comoros, 

Djibouti, Egypt, United 
Arab Emirates, Iran, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, 

Morocco, Mauritania, 
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, 

Syria, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tunisia and Yemen 

 
 

Group of 24 
(G-24) 

Governance, 
macroeconomics and 

finance, economic 
development, social 

and  labour issues  

 
 

www.g24.org 
 

Its main purpose of is to coordinate 
the position of developing countries 
on monetary and development 
issues, 

Argentina, Brazil, 
Colombia, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Peru, Trinidad 

and Tobago, Venezuela 

Algeria, Egypt, Iran, 
Lebanon, Syria  
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Organization of 
American States 

(OAS) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Multidisciplinary issues 

 
The OAS proclaims the following 
essential purposes: 
 
a. To strengthen the peace and 
security of the continent; 
b.  To promote and consolidate 
representative democracy, with due 
respect for the principle of non-
intervention; 
c. To prevent possible causes of 
difficulties and to ensure the pacific 
settlement of disputes that may arise 
among the Member States. 
d. To provide for common action on 
the part of those States in the event 
of aggression; 
e. To seek the solution of political, 
juridical, and economic problems 
that may arise among them; 
f. To promote, by cooperative 
action, their economic, social, and 
cultural development; 
g. To eradicate extreme poverty, 
which constitutes an obstacle to the 
full democratic development of the 
peoples of the hemisphere; and 
h To achieve an effective limitation 
of conventional weapons that will 
make it possible to devote the 
largest amount of resources to the 
economic and social development 
of the Member States. 

 
 
 

Antigua y Barbuda, 
Argentina, Bahamas, 

Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 

Costa Rica, Cuba*, 
Dominica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Grenada, 

Guatemala, Guyana, 
Haiti, Honduras*, 

Jamaica, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, 

Peru, Dominican Republic, 
St. Kitts and Nevis,  

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, St. Lucia, 

Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uruguay, 

Venezuela 
 

(* Member States in a 
special situation) 

 
 
 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, 

Morocco, Qatar, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Yemen 

 

 

Organization of 
the Islamic 
Conference 

(OIC) 

 

Promoting tolerance 
and moderation, 
modernization, 

comprehensive reforms 
in all spheres of 

activities, including 
science and 

technology, education 
and promotion of trade. 

Emphasis is made on 
good governance and 
fostering human rights in 

the Muslim world, 
especially as regards 

 

 

www.oic‐
oci.org/index.asp 

• Enhance and consolidate the bonds 
of fraternity and solidarity among 
the Member States;  

• Safeguard and protect the common 
interests and support the legitimate 
causes of the Member States and 
coordinate and unify the efforts of 
the Member States in view of the 
challenges faced by the Islamic 
world in particular and the 
international community in general;  

• Respect the right of self-
determination and non-interference 
in the domestic affairs and to 
respect sovereignty, independence 

 

Guyana, Suriname 

 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Comoros, Djibouti, 
Egypt, United Arab 
Emirates, Iran, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, 

Morocco, Mauritania, 
Omen, Palestine, Qatar, 
Syria, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen 
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rights of children, 
women and elderly, as 

well as the family values 
enshrined in Islam. 

 

and territorial integrity of each 
Member State;  

• Ensure active participation of the 
Member States in the global 
political, economic and social 
decision-making processes to secure 
their common interests;  

• Reaffirm its support for the rights of 
peoples as stipulated in the UN 
Charter and international law;  

• Strengthen intra-Islamic economic 
and trade cooperation; in order to 
achieve economic integration 
leading to the establishment of an 
Islamic Common Market;  

• Exert efforts to achieve sustainable 
and comprehensive human 
development and economic well-
being in Member States;  

• Protect and defend the true image 
of Islam, to combat defamation of 
Islam and encourage dialogue 
among civilizations and religions;  

• Enhance and develop science and 
technology and encourage 
research and cooperation among 
Member States in these fields;  

 

Islamic 
Development 

Bank 
(IDB) 

 

 

The purpose of the Bank 
is to foster the economic 
development and social 

progress of member 
countries and Muslim 

communities individually 
as well as jointly in 

accordance with the 
principles of Shari'ah, 
i.e., the Islamic Law. 

 

 

 

www.isdb.org/irj/ 
portal/anonymous 

 
 

The functions of the Bank are to 
participate in equity capital and 
grant loans for productive projects 
and enterprises besides providing 
financial assistance to member 
countries in other forms for economic 
and social development. The Bank is 
also required to establish and 
operate special funds for specific 
purposes including a fund for 
assistance to Muslim communities in 
non-member countries, in addition to 
setting up trust funds. The Bank is 
authorized to accept deposits and to 
mobilize financial resources through 
Shari'ah compatible modes. It is also 
charged with the responsibility of 
assisting in the promotion of foreign 
trade especially in capital goods, 
among member countries; providing 
technical assistance to member 

 

 

Suriname 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, 
Comoros, Djibouti, 
Egypt, United Arab 
Emirates, Iran, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, 

Morocco, Mauritania, 
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, 

Syria, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen 
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countries; and extending training 
facilities for personnel engaged in 
development activities in Muslim 
countries to conform to the Shari'ah. 

The basic condition for membership 
is that the prospective member 
country should be a member of the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), pay its contribution to the 
capital of the Bank and be willing to 
accept such terms and conditions as 
may be decided upon by the IDB 
Board of Governors. 

 
Inter-American 
Development 

Bank 
(IDB) 

The IDB supports clients 
in the design of projects, 
and provides financing, 

technical assistance 
and knowledge services 
to support development 

interventions. The IDB 
focuses on empirical 
evidence for making 

decisions and 
measuring the impact 
of projects to increase 

their development 
effectiveness. 

 

 

www.iadb.org  

To help the region achieve greater 
economic and social progress, the 
IDB has the following main areas of 
action: 

• Reducing poverty and social 
inequalities; 

• Addressing the needs of small and 
vulnerable countries; 

• Fostering development through the 
private sector; 

• Addressing climate change, 
renewable energy and 
environmental sustainability; and 

• Promoting regional cooperation and 
integration. 

Argentina, Bahamas, 
Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, 

Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Jamaica, Mexico, 

Nicaragua, Panama, 
Paraguay, Peru, 

Dominican Republic, 
Suriname, Trinidad and 

Tobago, Uruguay, 
Venezuela 

 

Israel 

Summit of South 
American-Arab 

Countries 
(ASPA) 

 

 

Multidisciplinary issues 

www.aspa3.com 

www2.mre.gov.br/ 
aspa 

www.qatar-
conferences.org/ 

south 

 

Forum for policy coordination 
between countries in these two 
regions, and a mechanism for 
cooperation in the field of economy, 
culture, education, science and 
technology preservation of the 
environment, tourism and other 
topics relevant to the sustainable 
development of those countries and 
contribute to world peace. 

 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, 

Suriname, Uruguay, 
Venezuela 

 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Comoros, 

Djibouti, Egypt, United 
Arab Emirates, Iraq, 

Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, 

Morocco, Mauritania, 
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, 

Syria, Somalia, Sudan, 
Tunisia, Yemen 
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World Trade 
Organization 

(WTO) 

 

An organization for 
trade opening through 

the negotiation of trade 
agreements. It offers 

trade dispute settlement 
mechanisms. 

 

 

www.wto.org  

 

WTO agreements are extensive and 
complex. They are legal texts that 
cover a broad range of activities. 
However, they are inspired by various 
simple but fundamental principles 
governing the multilateral trade 
system, namely: non-discrimination, 
openness, transparency and 
predictability, promotion of 
competitiveness, benefitting 
developing countries, and protecting 
the environment. 

Antigua y Barbuda, 
Argentina, Barbados, 

Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Cuba*, Dominica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, 

Grenada, Guatemala, 
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras*, 

Jamaica, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, 

Peru, Dominican Republic, 
St. Kitts and Nevis,          

St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, St. Lucia, 

Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uruguay, 

Venezuela 

Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, 
United Arab Emirates, 

Georgia, Israel, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Morocco, 

Mauritania, Oman, 
Qatar, Tunisia, Turkey 

 

Observers in the process to adhere Bahamas Algeria, Comoros, Iran, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, 
Syria, Sudan, Yemen 

Neither observers nor in the process 
to adhere 

 Palestine, Somalia 

ACP Group 

African, Caribbean and Pacific 
States that are granted preferences 

by the EU 

www.acp.int 

 

Antigua and Barbuda, 
Bahamas, Barbados, 

Belize, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic , 

Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, St. Kitts and 

Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 

Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago 

 

Mauritania, Sudan 

Groups and coalitions within the World Trade Organization  

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) 

It includes the poorest countries  in 
the world, as listed by the United 

Nations at: 
http://www.un.org/special-

rep/ohrlls/ldc/list.htm 

Web site: http://www.ldcgroups.org 

 

Haiti 

 

Comoros, Djibouti, 
Mauritania, Somalia 
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Groups and coalitions within the World Trade Organization G-90 

African Group + ACP + LDCs 

 

 

Antigua and Barbuda, 
Bahamas, Barbados, 

Belize, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic , 

Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, St. Kitts and 

Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, 

Suriname, Trinidad and 
Tobago 

 

Comoros, Djibouti, 
Egypt, Morocco, 

Mauritania,  

 

 Recently Adhered Members (RAMs) 

Countries that negotiated their 
adhesion and became members of 
the WTO after 1995, which requested 
to assume fewer commitments in the 

negotiations, in view of the 
liberalization they undertook as part 

of their adhesion agreements 

 

Ecuador, Panama 

 

Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Oman  

 G-20 

Coalition of developing countries 
which are pressing for ambitious 
agricultural reforms in developed 

countries, so as to ensure more 
flexibility for developing countries 

www.g-20.mre.gov.br  

 

Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico, 

Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela 

 

Egypt 

 G-33 

Also called “Friends of Special 
Products” in the area of agriculture, it 

is a coalition that lobbies for the 
flexibility needed by developing 

countries for limited access to their 
agricultural and livestock markets, 

with greater flexibility for developing 
countries. 

 

Antigua and Barbuda, 
Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, 

Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, El 

Salvador, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Guyana, 

Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, 
Nicaragua, Panama, 

Peru, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago, 

Venezuela 

 

Turkey 
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Groups and coalitions within the World Trade Organization G-11 (NAMA) 

Focused on Non-Agricultural Market 
Access, this coalition of developing 

countries aims at ensuring flexibility to 
limit the access to markets of 

industrial products 

 

Argentina, Brazil, 
Venezuela 

 

Egypt, Tunisia 

 Friends of Anti-Dumping Negotiations 
(ANA/FANs) 

This group pursues more and better 
disciplines for the use of anti-

dumping measures. 

 

Brazil, Chile, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Mexico 

 

Israel, Turkey 

 Sponsors of the W52 Paper 
(TN/C/W/52) 

This group fosters several modalities 
for negotiations on geographical 
indicators (multilateral registry for 

wines and spirits and the extension of 
the highest protection level to 

products other than wines and spirits) 
and “disclosure” (obligation of the 
applicants for a patent to disclose 
the origin of the genetic resources 
and traditional knowledge used in 

the inventions). The sponsors include 
the EU, ACP and the African Group. 

While Dominican Republic belongs to 
the ACP Group, it endorses Paper 
TN/IP/W/10/Rev. 2, also related to 

geographical indicators. 

 

 

Antigua and Barbuda, 
Barbados, Belize, Brazil, 

Colombia, Cuba, 
Dominica, Ecuador, 

Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Peru, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. 

Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago 

 

Djibouti, Egypt, 
Morocco, Mauritania, 

Tunisia, Turkey 
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