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RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT  

 
 

1. The Regional Meeting on “Economic Relations between Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the European Union and the VI Bi-regional Summit in Madrid” took place 
in the head quarters of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA on 25 and 26 February 2010. 

 
2. Delegations of the following Member States participated in the meeting: Argentina, 
Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Trinidad and 
Tobago, Uruguay and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; representatives of the 
following regional organizations: the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of the Americas – 
People’s Trade Agreement (ALBA-TCP), the Association of Caribbean States (ACS), the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Commission of 
Representatives of the Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR), the Andean 
Development Corporation (CAF), the Secretariat for Central American Economic 
Integration (SIECA), the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) and the Union 
of South American Nations (UNASUR); representatives of the following international 
organizations: the Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Cooperation (IICA), the 
Organization of American States (OAS), the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), the Pan American Health Organization / World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) 
and the Delegation of the European Union in Venezuela; the Central Bank of Venezuela 
(BCV); His Excellency Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain in Venezuela; international 
consultants Carlos Quenan, specialist of the Institute for Advanced Studies on Latin 
America. Sorbonne University (IHEAL) and Christian Ghymers, expert of the Centre of 
Studies for the Relations between the European Union and Latin America (CERCAL); 
Antonio Romero, Director of Relations for Integration and Cooperation of the Permanent 
Secretariat of SELA, as well as other officials of the Permanent Secretariat. The List of 
Participants is included in Annex N° 
 
3. During the opening ceremony, speeches were delivered by His Excellency 
Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
and Chairman of the Latin American Council; His Excellency Antonio Cardoso Mota, 
Head of the Delegation of the European Union in Venezuela, and Antonio Romero, 
Director of Relations for Integration and Cooperation of the Permanent Secretariat of 
SELA. Their speeches are included in Annexes N° II, III and IV, respectively. 
 
4. The Chairman presented the draft agenda for the meeting, which was adopted 
without amendments. The text of the agenda, the base document and the presentations 
delivered are available on SELA’s Web page: www.sela.org. 
 
 
A. CONDUCTION OF THE MEETING 
 
5. The First Session, “Evaluation of the recent economic relations between Latin America 
and the Caribbean and the European Union” was moderated by His Excellency 
Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
and Chairman of the Latin American Council. In was conducted in two stages. 
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a) Presentation of the document “Recent Economic Relations between Latin America 
and the Caribbean and the European Union ahead of the Madrid Summit”, prepared 
by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA 
 

The presentation was in charge of consultants Carlos Quenan, specialist of the Institute for 
Advanced Studies on Latin America, Sorbonne University (IHEAL), and Christian Ghymers, 
expert of the Centre of Studies for the Relations between the European Union and Latin 
America (CERCAL). In their presentation, they underscored that the fundamental 
objective of the document was to promote the debate on the current relations between 
Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) and the European Union (EU), emphasizing the 
need to forge common positions among the countries of our region vis-à-vis the European 
Union, which could lead to favourable results at the VI LAC-EU Bi-regional Summit 
scheduled to take place in Madrid, Spain, in May 2010. 
 
In their presentation, consultants made a review of a decade of bi-regional summits and 
institutionalized relations, an analysis of the economic relations between both regions and 
the partnership agreements that the EU has signed or is negotiating with groups of Latin 
American and Caribbean countries. Finally, they highlighted four lines of action proposed 
in the study, namely: First, to implement a strategy to follow up on the Madrid Summit in 
order to have a immediate influence on the preparation for the next Summit; second, to 
promote bi-regional dialogue on the environment; third, to take full advantage of the 
celebrations of the independence bicentennials in Latin American countries for a 
rapprochement among peoples; and fourth, to start a sectoral macro-financial dialogue 
with the EU for the dual purpose of setting up a monetary system for LAC and reform the 
global financial architecture. 
 
6. The moderator thanked the consultants for their presentations and invited the 
delegations of the Member States to make comments on the matter. 

 
7. The Delegation of Peru thanked the Permanent Secretariat for presenting the 
document and considered that, in general, the process of the EU-LAC summits has had 
successful but not sufficient results. In this connection, the delegation said it is necessary to 
move from merely making statements to really putting them into practice, and to follow 
the lead of the Lima Summit, which focused on two issues of particular relevance for the 
region: poverty reduction and climate change. In addition, the delegation considered it 
necessary to adopt an effective system to follow up on the forums that are held on a 
regular basis. Thus, it said, it is highly advisable and necessary to promote the proposal 
contained in SELA’s document as regards the creation of groups of experts and technical 
officials in order to support regional coordination. The delegation pointed out that, 
despite the difficulties faced by both regions, Latin America and the Caribbean has 
made progress as regards issues such as border development, poverty and environment, 
and regretted that the SELA document did not include the issue of Research and 
Development (R&D) and Innovation and Technology, considering that the organization 
should deal with these two areas. 
 
With respect to monetary and financial system, the delegation said potential agreements 
between the two regions could be reached on this issue, although it did not favour the 
creation of a Regional Financial System as recommended in the document because, in 
its opinion, it is better to strengthen existing institutions Instead of seeking solutions for 
which conditions are not suitable. In this regard, the delegation said that advantage 
should be taken of the presence of three countries in the region that form part of the 
Group of Twenty (G-20) so that they submit proposals with a regional scope that are 
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drafted here. With respect to climate change, the delegation deemed it necessary for 
specialists to conduct an analysis on the issue. 
 
8. The delegation of Ecuador recognized the efforts made by SELA as regards the next 
LAC-EU Summit. It recalled that the Lima Summit proposed to redefine bi-regional 
relations; specifically, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Colombia pointed to the need for these 
relations to be based on three pillars: cooperation, political dialogue and trade. The 
delegation stressed that the Madrid Summit should promote the goal of redefining 
relations to as to include, among other objectives, a change in the concept of free trade 
and the certainty that we are going through a transition that is opposed to the market 
dogma, in order to guide bi-regional relations and negotiations towards a partnership for 
development which includes mechanisms for poverty reduction and social inclusion. 
 
The delegation considered that the SELA document should include an emerging vision of 
complementarity in order to face asymmetries and take advantage of synergies in 
handling economic and trade needs. The delegation said that the organization should 
promote new forms of economic inclusion and economic rights, as well as the concept of 
economy of biodiversity, which should be based on the use of competitive and 
comparative advantages of environment in the region. Such use, it said, depends on a 
fair assessment of knowledge about the environment. In this connection, the delegation 
deemed inappropriate the proposed mechanism of issuing bonds based on higher or 
lower levels of emission of contaminating gases by the countries. 
 
The delegation explained Ecuador’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative, according to which the country 
would refrain from exploiting a large oil field in order to avoid resulting contamination in 
exchange for international compensation, and suggested that this initiative should have 
been included in the base document. The delegation considered that initiatives such as 
UNASUR and ALBA should be appreciated in Europe and among Latin American 
countries and, with respect to a new financial architecture, it said that profound and 
definite changes are required to move ahead towards a new institutional framework that 
takes due account of initiatives such as the SUCRE and Bank of the South, and 
recommended SELA to work in this connection. 
 
Finally, the delegation informed about the decision made by the Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) on 18 February 2010 to include Ecuador in a list of countries with strategic 
vulnerabilities as regards measures to fight money laundering and counter terrorist 
financing – calling it unacceptable and out of reality. The delegation stressed that such 
unilateral decisions can have severe consequences for Latin American and Caribbean 
countries. 
 
9. The delegation of Colombia underscored the relevance of the event, highlighting 
the analytical nature the proposals of the base document submitted by SELA and making 
comments about the agreements between LAC and the EU. In this connection, the 
delegation said it is necessary to revive the negotiations between the Andean 
Community and MERCOSUR with the EU, respectively. The delegates agreed with the 
statements of Peru and Ecuador as regards the new international financial architecture 
and deemed it necessary to work in that direction. They also emphasized the importance 
of R&D, Innovation and Technology and the need to channel the EU’s technical 
cooperation to strengthen those areas. The delegation also supported the proposal to 
create groups of experts and technical officials in specific areas. 
 
10. The delegation of Belize congratulated the Permanent Secretariat for organizing the 
event and noted that the document contains in-depth proposals with a broad scope. The 
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delegation said that over the past ten years the summits have not yielded substantial 
results and that LAC should attend the Madrid Summit with a very clear position as 
regards its interests, pointing out that in its opinion, the countries of the region have a 
richer dialogue with the Europeans than among themselves. The delegation 
recommended not losing the focus of the Lima agenda and deal with the issues of 
poverty and environment as top priorities. It also underscored the lack of a mechanism to 
follow up on the agreements reached in various forums as a particularly critical problem, 
and recommended to hold more frequent regional and subregional coordination 
meetings as well as meetings of experts in specific subjects, and to intensify the political 
dialogue. 
 
The delegation referred to the financing funds offered by the EU, saying they never 
materialize. Thus in light of the community spirit shown during the Cancun meeting, a 
subregional policy dialogue is required. In this connection, the delegation stressed that 
the summits with more concrete proposals have been the subregional summits. Finally, it 
deemed it necessary to prevent the measures to address the adverse effects of climate 
change from turning into an excuse for increased protectionism. 
 
11. The delegation of Jamaica made comments about the base document, saying that 
it is necessary to discuss LAC-EU relations at a deeper level so that LAC can see concrete 
reasons for such relations. The delegates said that strengthening this relationship could 
contribute to the recovery of the region’s countries, paving the way towards achieving 
the MDGs. In this regard, the delegation highlighted the vulnerability of Caribbean 
countries as middle-income nations, particularly vis-à-vis natural disasters. It added that 
the relations of these countries with the IMF reveals the seriousness of their situation and 
the need to change the international financial architecture, and regretted that the base 
document did not include the issues of foreign debt and sustainable development, and 
that the issue of migrations was not given in-depth consideration. 
 
12. The Delegation of Cuba thanked SELA for its initiative in organizing the event and for 
submitting the working document. The delegation agreed with other speakers on the 
need to re-launch bi-regional relations and implement the agreements reached at the 
Summits. It expressed support to SELA’s role as a regional consultation mechanism on 
economic issues and integration and its desire for the organizations to play an active role 
in the new architecture for Latin America and the Caribbean. Referring to the global 
economic crisis, it said it has structural causes which have not been properly faced; on 
the contrary, by contrast, more priority is being attached to funding large private banks in 
order to safeguard their activity, which leads to higher indebtedness among the 
countries. Finally, the delegation said that the solution to this crisis is an issue that should 
not be addressed in groups of selected countries such as the Group of 20, because it is 
the duty of the United Nations to play a central role in finding a solution, with the 
participation of all its Member States in egalitarian conditions, since the UN is the only 
universal organization where all the countries are represented on an equal footing. 
 
13. The Delegation of Bolivia said that the Copenhagen Summit revealed that 
developed countries pay little attention to developing countries or to relevant regional 
organizations such as SELA. The delegation announced that upon an initiative of its 
government, the Peoples’ Summit on Climate Change will take place in April in 
Cochabamba and regretted the scarce awareness of developed countries in addressing 
the issue of climate change. 
 
14. The delegation of Brazil agreed with the Peruvian delegation in noting that the base 
document did not include such important issues as R&D, Innovation and Technology, and 
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deemed it necessary to define a mechanism to follow up the results of the summits, 
expressing doubts about the international financial architecture being an issue that 
should be discussed at the bi-regional summits. 
 
15. The delegation of Venezuela agreed with the opinion of Peru and Brazil, highlighting 
the fact that the base document did not address the central issue of R&D, Innovation and 
Technology. The delegation said that the analysis contained in the document on climate 
change does not take into account the developments in the Copenhagen Summit. In this 
regard, the delegation explained the position adopted by the ALBA-TCP countries in the 
Conference and requested to include the Special Communiqué on Climate Change of 
the VIII ALBA-TCP Summit ahead of the XV Conference of the Parties in Copenhagen as 
an annex to the Final Report on this meeting. 
 
Referring to the international financial architecture, the delegation said that its 
government favours the creation of a new architecture that takes advantage of 
initiatives such as the Bank of the South, Bank of ALBA and SUCRE. 
 
16.  Antonio Romero explained that, upon a mandate of its Member States, the 
Permanent Secretariat of SELA is drafting an analytical document on the issue of the 
reform of the international financial architecture and, with respect to the absence of the 
issue of Technological Innovation in the document, he explained that the Secretariat 
strictly adhered to the mandate of the Latin American Council meeting held in October 
2009. Romero also recalled that Ecuador’s Yasuní-ITT Initiative was submitted for 
consideration at the latest Regular Meeting of the Latin American Council (October 
2009), which took due note of it in the "Declaration on Climate Change". 
 
17.  The consultants responded to various questions and remarks made by the delegates 
who participated in the debate. 
 
18.  The Delegation of Peru reiterated its concerns about the absence of the issue of 
Technological Innovation in the base document and requested the Permanent 
Secretariat to work on the feasibility of the proposed networks of expert. 
 
19.  The Delegation of Ecuador considered that the decisions taken by the Latin 
American Council should be more flexible in light of the changing circumstances that 
may arise during the year.  
 
20. Antonio Romero reiterated his explanation about the Member States’ mandate, 
adding that the Permanent Secretariat has outlined a mechanism to hold quarterly 
meetings with its Member States in Caracas in order to make the changes and 
recommendations they may propose during the course of the year. In this regard, he said 
that in view that this meeting is being held in February it was not possible to review its 
corresponding agenda. 

 
b) Evaluation and prospects of the economic relations of the governments of Mexico 
and Chile with the European Union within the framework of the current Partnership 
Agreements, moderated by His Excellency Erick Roberto Molina Sandoval, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Guatemala in Venezuela and First Vice-Chairman of 
the Latin American Council  

 
21. Enrique Ceppi Di Lecco, Economic Counsellor of the General Direction of 
International Economic Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile, dealt with the 
issue “The experience of Chile: Partnership Agreement between Chile and the European 
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Union”, making emphasis on its implementation process at the political, cooperation and 
trade levels. Di Lecco analyzed the results of the Agreement thus far and, among his 
conclusions, he noted that it is highly relevant in view of the economic and political 
importance of the European Union. He also noted that its thematic richness (political, 
cooperation and trade) poses a challenge in taking advantage of its benefits, and that 
trade has increased during the period. He said that there has been a joint learning 
process encouraged by a spirit of cooperation and integration and that in 2010, 98.2% of 
exports are expected to enter the EU on a duty-free basis. 
 
22. Counsellor Minister Eduardo Baca, Charge d’Affaires, a.i., of the Embassy of Mexico 
in Venezuela, dealt with the issue of "The relations between Mexico and the EU", 
highlighting the following aspects: evolution of the legal framework, evolution of the 
coverage of legal instruments; background and balance of the "Global Agreement" and 
other aspects; Mexico-EU trade balance; cooperation programmes, with special 
reference to the Cooperation Programme 2007-2013. Baca also explained the Project to 
facilitate the EU-Mexico Free Trade Agreement (PROTLCUEM), and summarized the vision 
of relations between Mexico and the EU, noting that Mexico seeks to deepen such 
relations and continues to work to achieve greater trade liberalization based on the 
"review clause" of the Agreement for the areas of agriculture, services and investment. 
Finally, he said that the Strategic Partnership will allow for improving the quality and level 
of relations. 
 
23. The Second Session, “Perspectives of regional and subregional organizations on the 
VI Summit in Madrid and future of economic relations between LAC and the EU”, was 
moderated by His Excellency Erick Roberto Molina Sandoval, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Guatemala in Venezuela and First Vice-Chairman of the Latin American Council. 

 
a) Regional organizations  

 
The presentations delivered by the representatives of ACS, ECLAC and UNASUR are 
available on SELA’s Web site (Eventos - Reunión Regional: Las Relaciones Económicas 
America Latina y el Caribe – Unión Europea y la VI Cumbre Birregional de Madrid). The 
ACS Secretary-General, Ambassador Luis Fernando Andrade, made presentation titled 
"The Caribbean Sea as a Special Area in the context of Sustainable Development". 
Afterwards, Carlos Vergara, Regional Adviser to the ECLAC Executive Secretariat dealt 
with the topic "Latin America and the Caribbean in 2010: Political, economic and regional 
cooperation prospects". Finally, Edwin Martinez Bedón, Counsellor of the Foreign Service 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Integration of Ecuador, on behalf of the Pro 
Tempore Presidency of UNASUR, delivered a presentation titled “UNASUR and relations of 
Latin America and the Caribbean with the European Union". 
 
24. The moderator thanked speakers for their presentations and invited delegates from 
the Member States of SELA to hold a debate on the matter. 
 
25. The delegation of Guyana underscored the need for the agenda of the Madrid 
Summit to include the environment issue, as it is of crucial importance for Caribbean 
countries. In this regard, the delegations pointed out that the Caribbean is constantly 
threatened by the trafficking of nuclear waste by developed countries, which turns out to 
be highly dangerous because any spill could cause major disasters and alter the sea 
ecological balance, and therefore seriously affect the economic and social 
development of Caribbean nations. For this reason, he said, Caribbean governments will 
submit this issue during the Summit. 
 



Final Report of the Regional Meeting: “Economic Relations between  
LAC-EU and the VI Bi-regional Summit in Madrid”  

 

7 
        SP/RR-REALCUE-VICBM/IF-10 

26. Ambassador Luis Fernando Andrade, Secretary-General of the ACS, said that the 
situation has been discussed in several meetings with EU representatives, pointing out that 
bi-regional cooperation could play a very important role in this area. 
 
27. The delegation of Guyana said that, just as there is a Baltic Sea Commission, it would 
necessary to create a Caribbean Sea Commission to defend the interests of Caribbean 
countries and to channel international cooperation to protect its ecosystem and ensure 
sustainability in the countries that share the Caribbean Sea. 
 
b)  Subregional integration organizations 
 
Presentations were delivered by the Representatives of the Association of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS) and the Central American Integration Secretariat (SIECA), 
which are available on SELA’s Web site (Eventos - Reunión Regional: Las Relaciones 
Económicas America Latina y el Caribe – Unión Europea y la VI Cumbre Birregional de 
Madrid), followed by the Representatives of the Commission of Representatives of 
MERCOSUR and the Executive Secretariat of ALBA-TCP. The delegate of the OECS, 
Randolph Cato, Director of the Economic Affairs Division of that organization, made a 
presentation "Relations Europe-LAC: Perspective of the OECS." Representing SIECA, its 
Secretary General, Yolanda Mayora de Gaviria, dealt with the issue "IV Madrid Summit 
and the future of EU-LAC relations: a Central American perspective." Counsellor María 
Fernanda Silva, on behalf of the Commission of Representatives of MERCOSUR, spoke 
about the activities of that organization within the context of EU-LAC relations; and 
Amenothep Zambrano, Executive Secretary and Permanent Coordinator of ALBA-TCP, 
dealt with the concepts, models and programmes being carried out by this integration 
and cooperation mechanism. 
 
28. Counsellor María Fernanda Silva, on behalf of the Commission of Representatives of 
MERCOSUR, dealt with the activities of this group within the framework of EU-LAC relations 
and highlighted that the EU-MERCOSUR Partnership Agreement – currently under 
negotiation – proposes an association between the two regions which would be based 
on three pillars to be negotiated as a single undertaking: political dialogue, economic 
and trade relations, and cooperation. She said that in the area of political dialogue 
several meetings have been held, with each party submitting their reports on the progress 
of integration processes. Those meetings focused on the following issues: migrations, 
cooperation in the UN, non-proliferation of weapons, disarmament and arms control 
(including small arms), human rights, and climate change. 
 
Ms. Silva said that, in spite of the fact that the bi-regional Partnership Agreement has 
been negotiated as a single undertaking thus far, there is a growing trend among 
European sectors to pursue partial agreements as regards political dialogue and 
cooperation, excluding economic and trade issues. If such approach prevails, she said, 
the Agreement would become less valuable, as the EU loses interest in continuing 
complex negotiations on trade and assuming related costs. Ms. Silva pointed out that, in 
late November 2009, Argentina and Spain – in their condition as future holders of the Pro 
Tempore Presidencies of MERCOSUR and the EU, respectively – publicly stated that they 
will make their best efforts to conclude the negotiations as soon as possible. 
 
Ms. Silva said that MERCOSUR is making efforts to re-launch the negotiations. In this 
connection, she pointed out that Ambassador Alfredo Chiaradia, National Coordinator of 
the Common Market Group (CMG) and acting Pro Tempore President on behalf of 
Argentina, held meetings in Brussels with representatives of the European Commission in 
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order to establish an agenda of meetings to allow for substantial progress on pending 
issues before the EU-LAC Summit in Madrid, upon instructions of the President of Argentina. 
 
29. Amenothep Zambrano, Executive Secretary and Permanent Coordinator of ALBA-
TCP, dealt with the structural changes in that organization, which in his opinion have 
contributed to a better performance. He highlighted the strengthening of relations of this 
alliance with other regional organizations. Referring to the issue of global warming, 
Zambrano criticized the bond system being proposed as regards CO2 emissions, noting 
that refraining from producing such emissions would be more effective. With regard to the 
international financial architecture, he said that ALBA-TCP favoured a total 
transformation. Afterwards, he referred to the 200th Anniversaries of independence in the 
region saying it was a very suitable occasion to promote a critical reflection on freedom, 
sovereignty and self-determination of peoples. In this regard, he informed about the 
contents of the Deed of Constitution of the ALBA’s Commission for the Commemoration 
of the 200th Anniversary of the Beginning of the Revolution for the Independence of our 
America and proposed to attach it to this Final Report. Finally, he reiterated that ALBA-
TCP gives priority to the social dimension of programmes and projects it is carrying out. 
 
30. The moderator thanked speakers for their presentations and invited delegates of 
Member States of SELA to make comments on the matter. 

 
31. The delegation of Brazil emphasized that for the European Union the concept of free 
trade is related to the establishment of a customs union, which due to the fact that it 
includes a common external tariff, discriminates those countries that have not signed free 
trade agreements with the EU. 
 
32. The Delegation of Ecuador agreed with Brazil’s opinion. 
 
33. The Delegation of Argentina thanked speakers for their presentations, saying that in 
assessing LAC-EU relations it is necessary to take several key issues into consideration, 
namely: i) Relations with the EU are very important for LAC for cultural, economic, trade 
and political reasons; ii) The summits have played an important role in the development 
of these relations, but they have lacked follow-up; iii) SELA can make greater 
contributions to promote the exchange of experiences and follow-up on the results of the 
summits; and iv) The issues of migration, financing for development, treatment of 
asymmetries and cooperation mechanisms should be on the agenda for the Madrid 
Summit. 
 
34, The delegation of Belize stressed that a point on which there is consensus is that bi-
regional relations should be based on shared, well-balanced, equitable and flexible 
principles and rules, specifically adapted to the needs of small and most vulnerable 
countries. This entails taking due account of asymmetries in terms of development, 
particularly in the areas of trade and finance. In this connection, the delegation said that 
the results of the negotiations at the World Trade Organization (WTO) have so far been 
unsatisfactory, and that it is necessary to correct imbalances in both the global trade 
system and the financial sector, which are affecting developing countries. The delegation 
added that the unilateral decisions made by the G-20 and the WTO do not take into 
account the views of Latin American and Caribbean countries, and do not always 
recognize their right to be heard or to have an influence on decision-making. 
 
35. The representative of the OECS agreed with the remarks made by the delegation of 
Belize, and highlighted the need to propose to the EU to adopt a more flexible stance as 
regards the WTO negotiations, particularly those related to the treatment of development 
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needs, as well as those dealing with the financial sector. The delegation also expressed its 
hope that this meeting can reach a consensus about how to address these issues at the 
Madrid Summit. 
 
36. The Third Session, “Perspectives of the countries of the LAC-EU Summit troika”, was 
moderated by His Excellency Jorge Alvarado Rivas, Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Ambassador 
of the Plurinational Republic of Bolivia and Second Vice-Chairman of the Latin American 
Council. 
 
In this session, presentations were delivered by the representatives of Peru, Spain and 
Argentina. The texts are available on SELA’s Web site (Eventos - Reunión Regional: Las 
Relaciones Económicas America Latina y el Caribe – Unión Europea y la VI Cumbre 
Birregional de Madrid). Her Excellency, Ambassador Elizabeth Astete, Deputy Secretary 
for Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru, made a presentation titled 
"Review and prospects of the EU-LAC Summit process”. In turn, His Excellency Damaso De 
Lario, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, dealt 
with the issue of "Spanish perspective on the Sixth LAC-EU Summit”. Finally, Maria Fernanda 
Silva, in her capacity as representative of the government of the Argentine Republic, Pro 
Tempore Secretariat of LAC with the EU, and Counsellor of the Embassy of Argentina in 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, made some remarks about the activities of the 
aforementioned Secretariat. 
 
37.  Counsellor Maria Fernanda Silva, in her capacity as representative of the Presidency 
of the LAC Regional Group for dialogue with the EU, delivered a detailed presentation on 
the preparatory process and the prospects for the next VI LAC-EU Summit in Madrid. She 
recalled that her government took over the Presidency of the LAC Regional Group after 
the V LAC-EU Summit held in Lima (May 2008), and that its work has basically pursued two 
objectives: a) to conduct a well-structured dialogue on migration; and b) to strengthen 
links between LAC and the EU in order to address the three most important issues for both 
regions, namely: poverty reduction and social inclusion, environment protection and 
climate change, in view of the need for progress as regards these issues in a context of 
international economic and financial crisis. With respect to the second objective, the 
delegation said that Argentina proposed to use innovation and technology as tools to 
increase economic productivity, based on a production-oriented development model. 
The delegation informed that a meeting of EU-LAC High-Level Authorities on Science and 
Technology ahead of the Sixth LAC-EU Summit in Madrid will be held on 25 and 26 
February 2010 in Buenos Aires. 
 
Ms. Silva pointed out that Argentina has promoted the inclusion of some aspects of the 
2021 Education Goals agreed to by the Ibero-American Ministers of Education in the 
agenda for the VI EU-LAC Summit, and agreed with Spain to propose a central topic for 
the VI EU-LAC Summit: "Towards a new phase in bi-regional partnership: Innovation and 
Technology for sustainable development and social inclusion". With respect to the XX 
Ibero-American Summit, to be held in 2010, Ms. Silva said that the objective of Argentina is 
to propose a line of work in accordance with the national interest to achieve economic 
and social development based on education, innovation, knowledge, science and 
technology. Finally, she noted that this event is important because it is a dialogue in which 
international cooperation has a lot of weight, and at the same time it provides a bridge 
between LAC and the EU through Spain and Portugal. 
 
38. The delegation of Bolivia underscored the conception, programmes and projects of 
ALBA-TCP and considered it is very useful to take advantage of the experiences derived 
from them, in view of their profound social contents. The delegation highlighted the 
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adverse effects of climate change and urged the delegates of the Member States to 
participate in the Peoples' Summit to be held in Cochabamba (20 and April 22, 2010) in 
order to address the issue of climate change, with the participation of indigenous 
peoples, social organizations, technicians, scientists and government representatives, and 
convened by the President of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Evo Morales, considering 
that the Copenhagen Summit on Climate Change was a failure. 
 
39. The moderator thanked speakers for their presentations and invited the delegates of 

Member States of SELA to make comments on the matter. 
 

40. The Delegation of Jamaica referred to the Partnership Agreement signed by 
CARIFORUM and the European Union (known as EPA) and regretted that so far it has not 
been dealt with at the meeting. The delegation said that the results of this agreement 
have not been satisfactory for Caribbean countries, and it would be useful to treat this 
matter at the Madrid Summit. The delegation requested to include this issue in the 
conclusions of this meeting. 
 
41. The delegation of Guyana supported the opinion of the Jamaican delegation, 
saying that notwithstanding this circumstance, it is necessary to recognize and 
appreciate the cooperation that the EU has provided to Caribbean countries. The 
delegation of Guyana stressed that the Caribbean nations also cooperate with Europe in 
a sense, particularly with the emigration to European countries of skilled human resources 
trained in Caribbean nations with a lot of effort, and with the funds destined to Europe by 
Caribbean investors. 
 
42. The delegation of Barbados expressed its gratitude to the Permanent Secretariat for 
convening this meeting and for submitting the base document, and endorsed the 
proposal to create a Caribbean Sea Commission. 
 
43. The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain highlighted the great contributions made 
by Latin American and Caribbean immigrants to Europe, and his country in particular, 
which has been estimated at about 3% of the growth rate in Spain, and pointed out that 
the future development of Europe largely depends on the contributions of immigrants 
due to the aging of European population. He also referred to the evolution of Spain's 
diplomatic presence in the Caribbean in the last few years, which, he said, continues to 
increase. 
 
44. The OECS representative expressed his organization's gratitude for the cooperation 
received from Spain, particularly in the management of the Caribbean Sea. 
 
45. The moderator highlighted the lack of appropriate statistics on such contributions 
and therefore, he recommended to work harder in this direction as part of the 
preparations for the Madrid Summit. 
 
46. The delegation of Guatemala agreed with the statements of the delegations of 
the Caribbean countries and recommended SELA to raise the issue of the Caribbean Sea 
to higher-level authorities for consideration in the decisions and action plan stemming 
from the Summit. 
 
47. The delegation of Argentina announced that the next ALBA-TCP Summit, to be held 
in Caracas, will considered the subject of the Islas Malvinas. He recalled that the States 
participating in the recent Unity Summit held in Cancun expressed their solidarity with the 
position of the Argentinean government and urged the United Kingdom to comply with 
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international law and cease its unilateral actions with respect to the Islas Malvinas. The 
delegation reiterated the gratitude of the Argentinean government for the solidarity 
expressed by the countries of the region and thanked, in particular, the Technical 
Secretary of ALBA for his solidarity with Argentina on this matter at this meeting. 
 
48. The Delegation of Bolivia referred to the issue of the fight against drug trafficking 
and the fact that this fight is focused on attacking those countries that produce coca 
leaves, while overlooking the co-responsibility of consuming countries. In this connection, 
the delegation said that its government is in favour of dealing with this issue at the Madrid 
Summit from the standpoint of the demand for consumption. It said that there is much talk 
about progress in the fight against drug trafficking, but there are no data to evidence 
such progress. The delegation added that it is now widely recognized that Europe is a 
major consumer, stressing that that this fight must be conducted from the perspective of 
consumers rather than that of producers, because without consumers’ demand there 
would be no production or distribution. Finally, the delegation regretted that nothing is 
being done with respect to consumption, and in addition there is a trend to stigmatize 
habits such as chewing coca leaves – which is an ancient practice inextricably linked to 
the culture of Bolivia. Finally, the delegation requested to make a recommendation so as 
to call for the inclusion of the issue of consumption in discussions to be held in Madrid on 
drug trafficking. 
 
49. The delegation of Peru considered that the comments made by the delegation of 
Bolivia on drug trafficking and the need to handle it from the perspective of consumption 
should have been made in the presence of the representative of the European Union. The 
delegation added that it is not about forgiving and forgetting the unpleasant memories 
of the Conquest, but to look forward and earn respect, based on the similarities among 
Latin American and Caribbean countries so as to create a united front that shows that this 
is a region that deserves the respect it demands, which is able to present common 
aspirations. Finally, the delegation said it full agreed with the statements made by Bolivia. 
 
50. The delegation of Cuba considered that LAC has generally gained experiences in 
the summits except in the case of the EU-LAC summits. However, the delegation pointed 
out that the summits in Brussels and Lima represented a breakthrough in terms of 
coordination. The delegation said that the Unity Summit, recently held in Cancún, is an 
example of the maturity that the region has reached. It underscored that the opinion 
expressed by the delegation of Bolivia as regards the fight against drug trafficking is quite 
relevant and that this issue should be included in the negotiations. 
 
51. The delegation of Venezuela agreed with the opinion expressed by the Cuban 
delegation. 
 
52. The moderator thanked for the views expressed during debates and submitted for 
consideration of the delegates of Member States of SELA the following SUMMARIZED 
RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT, which was approved after a debate. 
 



Secretaría Permanente       Relaciones Extrarregionales 

12 

SUMMARIZED RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT 
 
1. Participants in the Regional Meeting: “Economic Relations between Latin America 

and the Caribbean and the European Union and the VI Bi-regional Summit in Madrid” 
took note with interest of the document drafted by the Permanent Secretariat, titled 
“Recent Economic Relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and the 
European Union ahead of the Madrid Summit” (SP/RR-REALCUE-VICBM/DT No. 2 -10). 
The study presented key elements for analyzing current relations between Latin 
America and the Caribbean and the European Union, and served as the basis for the 
debates that took place among the representatives of the Member States of SELA. 

 
2. The delegates underscored the value of the assessments contained in the document 

and the usefulness of the analytical presentations – as well as the subsequent debates 
– carried out by the representatives of the Secretariats of the ACS, ALBA-TCP, ECLAC, 
SIECA and OECS. They also thanked for the presentations made by the 
representatives of the Pro-Tempore Presidencies of MERCOSUR and UNASUR, and the 
Republic of Peru, on the current status and prospects of their relations with the 
European bloc ahead of the VI Bi-regional Summit. Special recognition was made of 
the participation of Ambassador Elizabeth Astete, Deputy Secretary for Economic 
Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru. Ms. Astete dealt with the Peruvian 
government’s views on the bi-regional dialogue between LAC and the EU, 
considering Peru’s experiences as the host of the previous bi-regional summit. In 
addition, the delegates took note of the presentation made by His Excellency, 
Damaso de Lario, Ambassador of Spain in Venezuela, on his country’s expectations 
about the bi-regional dialogue – as the host of the upcoming VI LAC-EU Summit. 
Participants thanked the distinguished delegate of the Argentine Republic, Mrs. Maria 
Fernanda Silva, as representative of the presidency of the LAC regional group in the 
dialogue with the EU, for her opinion on the preparatory process and views of the 
region vis-à-vis the upcoming VI Summit in Madrid. 

 
3. The representatives of the Member States of SELA took due note of the experiences of 

Chile and Mexico as regards the implementation of their Partnership Agreements with 
the European Union, and of their assessments of the Bi-regional Summit process. 
According to the appraisals made by the government representatives of these two 
countries, the partnership agreements have had positive impacts not only on trade, 
but also on the areas of cooperation and political dialogue with the EU. Emphasis was 
made on the usefulness of continuing to share experiences with the rest of the 
countries and subregional integration groups in Latin America and the Caribbean.  

 
4. Participants in the meeting dealt with some lines of action to strengthen LAC bi-

regional relations and dialogue with the EU. In this connection, they highlighted the 
importance for the region to make strides in the process to reach consensus on 
common positions in order to improve LAC’s ability to speak as a strong interlocutor 
vis-à-vis EU authorities. To this end, advantage should be taken of the institutional 
capacities offered by organizations such as SELA. In this connection, it was decided to 
analyze the feasibility to create a network of technicians and specialized professionals 
in different topics being dealt with in such summits to strengthen and support regional 
coordination. 

 
5. The main issues for consensus raised in the meeting as regards the relations between 

Latin America and the Caribbean and the EU were as follows: 
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a) Economic relations between LAC and the EU are strategically important for LAC at 
present, in view of the weight of the EU as a bloc on the world economy. Participants 
agreed on the advisability to re-launch LAC-EU relations, provided that our region’s 
development interests are safeguarded. 
 
b) The LAC-EU Summits have become an important forum for bi-regional political 
dialogue, but it is evident that progress is yet to be made to implement and follow up 
the agreements adopted at the summits. 
 
c) It is important to strengthen and improve the current regional forums such as SELA, 
in order to move ahead with the discussions and preparation of proposals among 
Latin American and Caribbean countries – which would allow our region to be better 
positioned to promote and defend its own development interests vis-à-vis the EU. 
 
d) The central topics or issues to be given priority on the LAC-EU agenda, in the 
medium and long-term, are as follows: 
 
- Migration and development 
- International financial and economic crisis and financing for development 
- Recognition of asymmetries 
- Cooperation mechanisms for poverty reduction and for promotion of social inclusion 
- Cooperation mechanisms for strengthening of innovations and scientific and 
technological development in LAC as an instrument for productive and sustainable 
development. 
- Fight against drug trafficking in all aspects, including drug consumption, based on a 
shared responsibility of producer and consumer countries. 
- Environment and climate change. 

 
e) The delegates of the Member States of SELA reiterated that the LAC-EU dialogue 
must be ruled by shared principles and standards based on well-balanced, flexible 
and equitable rules that actually recognize asymmetries in terms of economic and 
social development of our countries and within our nations. 
 

6. In addition, the delegates of the Member States of SELA underscored the agreements 
reached at the Latin American and Caribbean level as regards the construction of a 
new international financial architecture in the context of the I Latin American and 
Caribbean Summit on Integration and Development (Brazil, December 2008), the 
Unity Summit of Latin America and the Caribbean (Mexico, February 2010) and the 
Montego Bay Action Plan (Jamaica, December 2009). They also stressed the need 
that, as regards this topic, talks with other regions be carried out in democratic, 
inclusive, equal and transparent terms. 

 
7.  The Member States of SELA agreed on the transcendence of climate change and its 

impacts on social and economic development, and even on life on the planet. They 
also recognized that endeavours to face the challenges of climate change must be 
based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and 
commitments. In this connection, some delegations said that various cooperation 
projects in this matter were agreed upon with the EU, but the possibility of examining 
new cooperation programmes between the EU and LAC on climate change should 
not be ruled out. Regarding this topic, some delegations underscored the importance 
of the participation and proposals made by the Secretary-General of ACS, 
Ambassador Fernando Andrade, about the Caribbean Sea, and stressed the 
importance of supporting the potential increase in international cooperation in 
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activities of the Caribbean Sea Commission. Some delegates underscored the crucial 
need to protect ecology and sustainability of the islands in the Caribbean Sea. 

 
8.  Within this context, the Member States of SELA agreed to welcome and support the 

Yasuni-ITT Initiative, undertaken by Ecuador and the international community to 
prevent the impacts and effects of climate change. In turn, the delegation of the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia informed participants about the official convening made 
by President Evo Morales for a Summit of Peoples in Cochabamba (20 to 22 April 2010) 
to deal with the issue of climate change and to be attended by native peoples, 
social organizations, technicians, scientists and government representatives. In this 
connection, the delegate extended an invitation to all the Member States of SELA to 
attend this Summit. 

 
9. SELA expressed serious concerns about the decision adopted by the Financial Action 

Task Force on Money Laundering (FATF) on 18 February 2010 to include Ecuador in a 
list of countries with strategic deficiencies as regards its measures to combat money 
laundering and financing of terrorism. In this connection, it was underscored that such 
unilateral measures could have serious consequences for the political, economic and 
social stability of the countries of our region. 

 
10. For their part, the Member States of ALBA-TCP presented the ideas agreed upon by 

their governments about climate change. And the Executive Secretary and 
Permanent Coordinator of ALBA-TCP requested that the Special Communiqué on 
Climate Change agreed upon in the VIII Summit of ALBA-TCP with a view to the XV 
Conference of the Parties in Copenhagen be included as an attachment to the final 
report of this meeting. 

 
11. In connection with the proposal for an LAC-EU macro-financial dialogue, during the 

meeting the following aspects became clear: 
 

 Some countries do not deem it appropriate to establish macroeconomic and 
financial monitoring mechanisms for LAC as part of cooperation schemes aimed 
at strengthening LAC-EU dialogue. 

 
 Several delegates reiterated that their governments attach priority to establishing 

a process for an in-depth reform of the international financial architecture, which 
must be defined within the framework of the United Nations. 

 
12. The Executive Secretary and Permanent Coordinator of ALBA-TCP informed 

participants in the meeting about the central ideas and the action programme 
stemming from the Deed of Constitution of the ALBA’s Commission for the 
Commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of the Beginning of the Revolution for the 
Independence of our America, and made a proposal to include it as an attachment 
to the Final Report of this regional meeting. 

 
13. The delegation of the Argentine Republic thanked the Executive Secretary and 

Permanent Coordinator of ALBA-TCP, as well as all Member States of SELA attending 
the last Unity Summit of Latin America and the Caribbean, for the solidarity they 
expressed to its country on the issue of the Islas Malvinas, and urged the United 
Kingdom government to comply with the resolutions adopted by the United Nations 
on this matter. 
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14. The Member States of SELA expressed their effective solidarity with the people and the 
government of Haiti in view of the devastation caused by the strong earthquake that 
struck this sister nation one month and a half ago. In this regards, several countries, 
groups of countries and subregional and regional organizations attending the 
meeting made emphasis on the contributions that they have made to help with the 
reconstruction efforts of that Member State of SELA. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. To continue with the analyses of the relations between Latin America and the 

Caribbean and the European Union, and to go on with the preparation of the region 
for the VI LAC-EU Summit of Heads of State and Government (scheduled for May 2010 
in Madrid); as well as with the implementation of the agreements stemming from the 
Summit. 

 
2. In this connection, the fundamental contributions that the Permanent Secretariat 

could make to the LAC-EU dialogue should be focused on two key lines of work: 
 

- To promote a deeper and more systematic knowledge of the interests and 
perspectives of the various countries and subregions in Latin America and the 
Caribbean as regards their relations with the EU, so as to contribute to the 
coordination of common positions in LAC; and 

 
- To conduct a systematic analysis on the implementation and follow-up of the 

agreements adopted by the LAC-EU Summits. 
 

3.   The delegates recommended the Permanent Secretariat of SELA to hold consultations 
with its Member States and other regional and subregional organizations, so as to 
develop a system for dissemination of information and relevant analyses to follow up 
on the results of the VI Bi-regional Summit to be held in Madrid. 

 
4.  Participants thanked the Permanent Secretariat of SELA for its work, which contributed 

to conduct this important meeting, and underscored the advisability of continuing 
with similar analysis and coordination efforts so as to allow for a smooth exchange of 
experiences among Latin American and Caribbean nations on the economic and 
cooperation relations with the EU. 

 
 
CLOSING SESSION 
 
In the closing session, His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana and Chairman of the Latin American Council, delivered 
a speech highlighting the contents and results of the meeting. He also thanked the 
delegates of the Member States of SELA for their active participation, the representatives 
of regional and subregional organizations for their valuable contributions, as well as the 
officials of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA for their assistances and cooperation for 
successfully conducting this event. His speech is included in Annex VII. 
 
The delegates of the Member States of SELA expressed their gratitude and recognition to 
the Permanent Secretary of SELA and the officials of the Permanent Secretariat for their 
support during the meeting. 
 
 
 



Final Report of the Regional Meeting: “Economic Relations between  
LAC-EU and the VI Bi-regional Summit in Madrid”  

 

17 
        SP/RR-REALCUE-VICBM/IF-10 

 
A N N E X  I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agenda 
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I. BACKGROUND  
 
 The V Summit between Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) and the European 
Union (EU) was held in Lima in February 2008. Launched during the Summit held in Rio de 
Janeiro in 1999, these high-level bi-regional meetings have promoted a relation between 
Latin American and European Union countries which is based on a “strategic 
partnership”. 
 

Since 2005, the Permanent Secretariat of SELA has conducted analyses of the status 
of the economic relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and the European 
Union, and has provided support to the governments of the region in their preparation 
processes for the last two bi-regional Summits. 

 
During the Regional Meeting on Economic Relations between the EU and Latin 

America and the Caribbean – held in the headquarters of the organization in Caracas, 
on 28 February 2008 – the Member States of SELA made a recommendation to continue 
with the analyses of the dynamics of bi-regional economic relations, and to attempt to 
make strides towards the adoption of common positions for Latin American and 
Caribbean countries vis-à-vis the European Union. 

 
In view of this, during the XXXV Regular Meeting of the Latin American Council – 

held in Caracas from 27 to 29 October 2009 – the Member States of SELA approved 
Project III.1 “Evaluation of the economic relations among the countries of Latin America 
and the Caribbean (LAC) and the European Union (EU) ahead of the VI Bi-regional 
Summit of Madrid”, included in the Work Programme for the year 2010. 

 
As part of the activities foreseen in said project, the Member States of SELA have 

been convened to participate in the Regional Meeting: “Economic Relations between 
Latin America and the Caribbean and the European Union and the VI Bi-regional Summit 
in Madrid”, to be held in the headquarters of the organization in Caracas on 25 and 26 
February 2010. 

 
 
II.  OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To conduct an assessment of the latest trends in the economic relations between 
the EU and Latin America and the Caribbean, and to analyze their short and medium-
term prospects. 
 
2. To review perceptions in Latin America and the Caribbean of the relations with the 
EU and the possible results from the upcoming Bi-regional Summit in Madrid. 
 
3. To propose to the Member States of SELA some elements that may contribute to 
outlining a common position for the region vis-à-vis the European Union. 
 
4. To submit preliminary ideas for the preparation process of Latin America and the 
Caribbean ahead of the VI Bi-regional Summit to be held in Madrid in 2010. 
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III. AGENDA  
 
Thursday, 25 February 2010 
 
Morning  

8:30 am. – 9: 00 am Registration and accreditation 
 

9:00 am. – 9: 30 am Opening ceremony  
 

  Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and 
Chairman of the Latin American Council 
 

  Speech by His Excellency Ambassador Antonio Cardoso Mota, 
Head of the Delegation of the European Union in Venezuela 

 
  Speech by Antonio Romero G., Director of Relations for 

Integration and Cooperation, on behalf of the Permanent 
Secretary of SELA 

 
First Session: “Evaluation of the recent economic relations between Latin America 

and the Caribbean and the European Union”  
 
Presiding: His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and 
Chairman of the Latin American Council  
 

9:30 am. – 10:30 am. Presentation of the document “Recent Economic Relations 
between Latin America and the Caribbean and the European 
Union ahead of the Madrid Summit” 
 

  Carlos Quenan, Specialist of the Institute for Advanced Studies 
on Latin America. Sorbonne University (IHEAL) 

 
  Christian Ghymers, Expert of the Centre of Studies for the 

Relations between the European Union and Latin America 
(CERCAL) 

 
10:30 am. – 11:00 am. Debate among the representatives of the Member States of SELA 

 
11:00 am. – 11:15 am. Coffee break 

 
11:15 am. – 12:00 m.   Evaluation and prospects of the economic relations of the 

governments of Mexico and Chile with the European Union within 
the framework of the current Partnership Agreements 
 

  Dr. Enrique Ceppi Di Lecco, Trade Director of PROCHILE, 
Embassy of Chile in Venezuela 
 

  Counsellor Minister Eduardo Baca, Charge d’Affaires, a.i., 
Representative of the government of the United States of 
Mexico 
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12:00 m. – 12:30 pm.  
 
 

Debate among the representatives of the Member States of SELA 
 

12:30 pm. – 2:30 pm. Free time for lunch  
 
Afternoon  
 

 

Second Session: “Perspectives of regional and subregional organizations on the VI 
Summit in Madrid and future of economic relations between LAC 
and the EU”  
 
Presiding: His Excellency Erick Roberto Molina Sandoval, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Guatemala, First Vice-Chairman of 
the Latin American Council  
 

2:30 pm. – 3:30 pm. a) Regional organizations  
 

  His Excellency Luis Fernando Andrade Falla, Secretary-
General of the ACS 

 
  Dr. Carlos Vergara, Regional Adviser of the Executive 

Secretariat of ECLAC 
 

  Dr. Edwin Martínez Bedón, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Integration of Ecuador, Representative of the Pro- 
Tempore Presidency of UNASUR  

 
3:30 pm. – 4:00 pm. Debate among the representatives of the Member States of SELA  

 
4:00 pm. – 6:00 pm. b) Subregional integration organizations 

 
  Randolph Cato, Senior Director, Economic Affairs Division of 

the OECS  
 

  Dr. Amenothep Zambrano, Executive Secretary, Permanent 
Coordinator of ALBA-TCP 

 
  Representative of the Commission of Permanent 

Representatives of MERCOSUR, Counsellor María Fernanda 
Silva, Argentina  

 
  Yolanda Mayora de Gaviria, Secretary-General of SIECA  

 
6:00 pm. – 6:30 pm. Debate among the representatives of the Member States of SELA  
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Friday, 26 February 2010 
 
Morning 
 

 
Third Session: 

 
“Perspectives of the countries of the LAC-EU Summit “troika” 
 
Presiding: His Excellency Jorge Alvarado Rivas, Chargé d’Affaires, 
a.i., Ambassador of the Plurinational Republic of Bolivia, Second 
Vice-Chairman of the Latin American Council 
 

9:00 am. – 10:30 am.  Her Excellency Ambassador Elizabeth Astete, Deputy 
Secretary for Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Peru, host of the last V LAC-EU Summit 

 
  His Excellency Dámaso de Lario Ramírez, Ambassador in 

Venezuela of the Kingdom of Spain, host of the VI LAC-EU 
Summit 

 
  Representative of the government of the Argentine Republic, 

Pro-tempore Secretariat of LAC with the EU, Counsellor María 
Fernanda Silva 

 
10:30 am. – 11:00 am. Debate among the representatives of the Member States of SELA  

 
11:00 am. – 11:15 am. Coffee break 

 
11:30 am. – 12:30 pm. Approval of the Summary of the Rapporteur’s Report  

 
12:30 pm. – 1:00 pm. CLOSING SESSION  

 
  Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 

Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and 
Chairman of the Latin American Council  
 

1:00 pm. – 2:00 pm. Cocktail 
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A N N E X  I I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana  

and Chairman of the Latin American Council, during the opening ceremony 
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His Excellency Ambassador Antonio Cardoso Mota, Head of the Delegation of the 

European Union in Venezuela, 
 
Ambassadors,  
 
Distinguished Guests, 
 
Members of Delegations, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen.  

 
First of all, I wish to express my profound sympathy and solidarity to the Government and 
people of Haiti over the tremendous loss of life and property and the severe deprivation 
following the devastating earthquake last month. 
 
With Haiti on our minds, we meet over the next two days here at SELA to preview the 
upcoming sixth summit of the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean 
countries to be held in May in Madrid. Various regional and subregional groups, specialists 
and representatives of Latin American and European countries will participate in the 
discussions of this forum today and tomorrow and will examine issues affecting the 
advance of economic and political relations between the two regional groupings. I am 
absolutely sure that the problems affecting Haiti will feature prominently in the upcoming 
summit. 
 
This meeting also presents an opportunity to reflect on the action plans of the last summit 
in Lima, and to examine how much has been achieved since then. It will also enable Latin 
American and Caribbean nations to identify common areas of concern which can assist 
in projecting common regional positions at the Madrid summit. However, we have to be 
realistic in agreeing that each country in Latin America and the Caribbean has its own 
self-interests and it may not be possible to develop common positions on some strategic 
issues. 

 
The last summit in Lima in May 2008 was of particular importance since it resulted in 
defining two major priorities of the bi-regional strategic partnership. These priorities were: 
(1) poverty alleviation and the problems of inequality and inclusion, and (2) sustainable 
development and issues affecting the environment, climate change and energy. 
 
That summit also saw two positive results. These were (1) the decision to create working 
groups in sectoral subjects, and (2) the adoption of action-oriented agendas on the two 
main priority areas. 
 
Without a doubt, the EU-LAC summit, which sees the participation of more 60 countries, 
has a powerful international impact. The debate at the highest level identifies new 
development vistas for the participation of both regional groupings, and allows for the 
adoption of fresh initiatives to deal with the challenges of mutual economic assistance, 
trade and investment. 
 
With regard to economic assistance, Foreign Direct Investment from the European Union 
to Latin America and the Caribbean has proven to be of growing significance in the last 
two decades. 
 
On the other hand, bilateral trade between the two regions has suffered as a result of the 
international economic crisis. 
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One of the results of the Lima Summit was the decision to give renewed impetus to the 
process for building a strategic association between the two regions, by actively moving 
ahead with the negotiations of partnership agreements between the European Union 
and the various sub-regional groups in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
Even before the Lima Summit, negotiations had started on an Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) between the European Union and the CARIFORUM countries comprising 
CARICOM and the Dominican Republic. Negotiations were concluded in 2008 and the 
agreement was signed last year. This Agreement provides for substantial liberalisation of 
market access for both goods and services and replaces the non-reciprocal preferential 
trade arrangement which existed previously under the Lomé and Cotonou conventions 
negotiated with the African-Caribbean-Pacific nations.  
 
The Government of Guyana has expressed some reservations since it felt the Agreement 
would create some vulnerabilities for its major sugar industry and the welfare of the sugar 
workers of the country - thus implying that the agreement is not totally fair. The Guyana 
Government felt then, and still feels, that the terms and conditions of trade with the EU 
must be fair and just, and expressed those views very clearly before and after it signed on 
to the Economic Partnership Agreement. 
 
In reality, Guyana is worse off now than before with the EPA. The government is 
concerned over the European Union's slow pace of delivery of accompanying measures, 
and its strict conditionalities are restricting the disbursement of timely support to the sugar 
producing countries of the Caribbean whose economies are facing severe 
consequences arising from the 36 percent price cuts by the European Union on sugar. 
Significantly, the full price cut, which took effect this year, will result in an annual loss to 
Guyana of US$ 34.1 million. 
 
Actually, the sugar producing countries of the Caribbean, which include Guyana, 
Barbados, Belize, Jamaica and the Dominican Republic, have expressed their 
disappointment with the slow pace of disbursements of funds from the European Union, 
which are intended to help in buffering the economies of sugar producing countries from 
the fall-out associated with the price cuts. 
 
The sugar producing countries want a trading regime with fair and stable prices and 
access to a secure and a predictable long term market in the European Union, and this 
wiII surely be expressed at the Madrid summit. 
 
The process to bring about other partnership agreements has been hindered by several 
factors, which include the international economic crisis that has affected trade dynamics, 
protectionist measures, internal differences within the subregions, and the current 
stalemate of the WTO multilateral trade negotiations. These have especially affected 
negotiations towards agreements between the EU and MERCOSUR, and also with the 
Andean Community and Central America. However, there is now some optimism that the 
EU and MERCOSUR are getting closer to an association agreement that could be 
reached at the Madrid summit. 
 
As we look towards the Madrid summit, we must keep in mind that the central topic will 
be the role of innovation and new technologies in the area of sustainable development. 
This topic is related, on the one hand, to problems involving environment conservation 
and, on the other, to the issue of social inclusion. Obviously, this involves capitalizing on 
the progress made in both priority areas, particularly the problems associated with 
climate change and sustainable development. It also underlines the importance of civil 
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society – in Latin America and the Caribbean and the European Union – in playing a 
stronger role in raising awareness of the bi-regional relations and in improving their 
transparency and effectiveness. This can surely work to boost the strategic partnership 
and traditional goals such as social cohesion, regional integration, and development 
cooperation policy. 
 
 
Thank you. 
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A N N E X  I I I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by His Excellency, Ambassador Antonio Cardoso Mota, 
Head of Delegation of the European Union in Venezuela, 

during the opening ceremony 
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 His Excellency, Ambassador Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Chairman of the Latin 

American Council; 
 Honourable Antonio Romero, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary of SELA; 
 His Excellencies, Ambassadors and representatives of the Member States of SELA; 
 Ladies and gentlemen; 
 Friends: 
 

I am very pleased to participate in this opening ceremony of the regional meeting 
starting today on “Economic relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and 
the European Union”, in preparation for the Summit to be held in Madrid in May. I wish to 
express my gratitude for this invitation, particularly to Mr. Rivera Banuet, in his capacity as 
Permanent Secretary of SELA. 

 
I also wish to express the support of the European Union to the work being 

conducted in this meeting, aimed at shaping up a common regional stance vis-à-vis the 
Madrid Summit. There is no doubt that the fact of having clear positions at the regional 
level facilitates the debates between the parties and allows for reaching swifter and more 
useful agreements. In this connection, I would also like to express my congratulations for 
the quite interesting and complete document prepared as the basis for the discussion of 
this event. 

 
All of you are aware of the importance of these summits, which started in 1999 and 

have served to tighten relations between the two regions, based on shared values such 
as democracy and defence of multilateralism in international relations, and to build a 
strategic partnership that attaches top priority to cooperation for development of Latin 
American and Caribbean peoples. 

 
Personally, during a previous tenure as Ambassador of the European Commission in 

Peru, I had the privilege to witness and participate as a modest but dynamic actor (and 
couturier) in the preparation process and then in the follow-up of the Fifth Summit, which 
gathered more than 60 high-level delegations of the two continents in Lima in May 2008. 

 
There, participants held in-depth debates on the two fundamental issues foreseen in 

the agenda: the environment and the fight for social inclusion and against poverty. 
 
This year, the central topic of the Summit is not less important: “Towards a new 

phase in the bi-regional strategy: innovation and technology for sustainable development 
and social cohesion”. 

 
The contribution of the European Commission to the Summit will be fundamentally 

based on its 2009 document on the renewed strategy for Latin America titled “The 
European Union and Latin America: Global Players in Partnership”. This communication 
makes an assessment of 10 years of partnership, and deals with the bi-regional challenges 
posed by the global economic and financial crisis, climate change and other issues such 
as migrations, which are of great importance for Latin America. 

 
Similarly, this communication, drafted in preparation for the Madrid summit, offers an 

outlook for the future, proposing new strategies and new responses. 
 
A series of meetings have been carried out in preparation for this Summit and other 

meetings will take place in the following months. These preparatory events offer an 
opportunity to the various governments and civil society institutions to hold discussions 
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ahead of the summit, which will contribute with very valuable contents for discussion so 
that the final results may be richer and more concrete. 

 
They include various issues, such as science and technology, information society, 

energy, climate change, fiscal policies, social cohesion, migrations and drugs, among 
others, gathering partners from a broad range of sectors, such as labour unions, non-
governmental organizations, academic institutions, parliament members, and of course, 
government officials. 

 
I would like to conclude by expressing my conviction that the summit to be held in 

Spain will represent a step forward in renewing the strategic partnership between the two 
regions. It will also be an opportunity to evaluate the progress as regards compliance with 
the commitments taken on in the previous summit, which debated positions – as 
mentioned before – on such important issues as poverty and climate change. 

 
In Lima, due to the commitments assumed and the fruitful work carried out by the 

participants from both regions, significant objectives were accomplished. I am sure that 
this year, once again, with the efforts of all of us, we will be able to deepen our bi-regional 
integration and attain all the goals put forward ahead of the Madrid Summit. 

 
That is what these two brethren continents require from us. As a renowned former 

President of the European Commission, Jacques Delors, used to say: “No other region is 
more European, outside Europe, than Latin America and the Caribbean”. 

 
Nice work! And thank you very much for your kind attention. 
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A N N E X  I V  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by Antonio Romero, Director of Relations 
for Integration and Cooperation of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA,  

during the opening ceremony 
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His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic 
of Guyana and Chairman of the Latin American Council; 
 
His Excellency Antonio Cardoso Mota, Head of Delegation of the European Union in 
Venezuela;  
 
His Excellency Ambassador Alexis Roberto Rosado, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Belize; 
 
Her Excellency Ambassador Elizabeth Astete, Deputy Secretary of Economic Affairs of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru; 
 
Distinguished Ambassadors and official delegates of the Member States of SELA; 
 
Representatives of the Secretariats of the ACS, ALBA, ECLAC, OECS, SIECA and the Pro-
Tempore Presidencies of MERCOSUR and UNASUR, accompanying us today; 
 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
 
First of all, I would like to warmly welcome you all to this Latin American and Caribbean 
house on behalf of the Permanent Secretary of SELA, Ambassador José Rivera Banuet. 
Our Permanent Secretary, who participated in the Unity Summit of Latin America and the 
Caribbean that took place in Cancun, is now holding consultations with Haitian 
authorities and representatives of the UNDP, UNCTAD and ECLAC to implement a UNDP-
UNCTAD-ECLAC-SELA Joint Programme aimed at supporting the reconstruction of public 
sector institutions in charge of economy and international trade in this sister nation, which 
was devastated by a strong earthquake one month and a half ago.  
 
As is widely known, relations with the European Union (EU) are of the utmost importance 
for Latin America and the Caribbean in view of the weight that they have on trade, 
finances and cooperation. Such relations have gained greater relevance over the last 
few years. For this reason, the Permanent Secretariat of SELA has been holding annual 
meetings since 2005 to analyze the fundamental trends and prospects of LAC-EU 
relations. The central objective of these activities has been to contribute to shape up 
common positions for Latin America and the Caribbean to strengthen itself as an 
interlocutor vis-à-vis the European Union. 
 
The regional meeting that we are holding today – which forms part of the Work 
Programme for this year, as approved by our Member States – has three main objectives, 
namely: i) to conduct an assessment of the latest trends in the bi-regional economic 
relations; ii) to review perceptions in Latin America and the Caribbean of the relations 
with the EU and the possible results from the upcoming Bi-regional Summit in Madrid; iii) to 
submit preliminary ideas for the preparation process for the Summit to be held in Madrid in 
May 2010, and its follow-up. 
 
In debates previously held in SELA on these bi-regional relations, it has been underscored 
that its is urgent to make strides towards the coordination of common positions for Latin 
America and the Caribbean vis-à-vis the EU; and in the opinion of the Permanent 
Secretariat this is fundamental in order to protect the interests concerning the economic 
and social development of our nations. 
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I have been instructed by the Permanent Secretary of SELA to express, before the 
representatives of our Member States, the readiness of the Permanent Secretariat to 
continue to support the activities to follow up and assess LAC-EU bi-regional relations and 
the results of the Summits, so as to defend the interests of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. To this end, I would like to refer to the lines of action proposed in the base 
document for this meeting, aimed at strengthening relations with the European Union. In 
addition to consolidating a common strategy for preparation and follow-up of the 
Summits, and establishing a dialogue on the environment, it is essential for the region to 
propose actions aimed at capitalizing on the celebration of the independence 
bicentennials of several Latin American countries in order to promote greater 
rapprochement among peoples in both regions as regards the Summits process. 
 
The document also attaches special importance to the conduction of a bi-regional 
dialogue on macro-finances between Latin America and the Caribbean and the EU, with 
the purpose of taking joint actions to reform the international financial architecture, while 
strides are made to move ahead towards regional integration in the monetary and 
financial areas, on the basis of an autonomous decision of the governments of the 
region. 
 
I would like to thank the Secretariats of ALBA, ACS, ECLAC, SIECA and OECS; as well as the 
Pro Tempore Presidencies of MERCOSUR and UNASUR for the presence of their 
distinguished representatives in this important event. Similarly, I would like to reiterate the 
recognition of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA to the distinguished representatives of 
Argentina, Chile, Mexico and Peru for the contributions they will make to the debates that 
will take place today and tomorrow, as well as the ambassadors of the European Union 
and the Kingdom of Spain accredited to Venezuela for participating in this meeting. 
 
Finally, I reiterate the commitment of the Permanent Secretariat to make strides in the 
difficult but necessary path towards Latin American and Caribbean coordination, with 
the conviction that it is an essential element to reaffirm and defend the interests of our 
region. 

 
 

Thank you very much. 
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A N N E X  V  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Special Communiqué on Climate Change 

of the VIII ALBA-TCP Summit 
ahead of the XV Conference of the Parties in Copenhagen  
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Special Communiqué on Climate Change of the VIII ALBA-TCP Summit ahead of 
the XV Conference of the Parties in Copenhagen  
 

 
Special Communiqué on Climate Change of the VIII ALBA-TCP Summit ahead of the XV Conference of the Parties in 
Copenhagen. 
 
1) The Heads of State and Government of the Member States of the Bolivarian Alliance for 
the Peoples of the Americas-People’s Trade Agreement, gathering in its Eighth Summit in 
Havana, Cuba, on 13 and 14 December 2009, agreed to reaffirm the Special Declaration 
on Climate Change adopted at the Seventh Summit of the ALBA-TCP, held in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, on 17 October 2009. 
 
2) They noted with deep concern that the state of the negotiations ahead of the XV 
Conference of the Parties shows that developed countries, primarily responsible for 
climate change and its adverse impacts, do not intend to reach a fair and balanced 
outcome in Copenhagen, after nearly three years of negotiations for the developed 
countries to adopt the second period of commitments to reduce greenhouse gases, 
under the Kyoto Protocol, and after two years of negotiations for the working group on 
long-range cooperation to reach an agreement of the conference of the parties that 
allows for a full, effective and sustainable implementation of the Convention, in full 
compliance with its principles and commitments. 
 
3) They deplored that developed countries have channelled their efforts into disrupting 
and undermining the principles and commitments of the current legal regime, in order to 
perpetuate their unsustainable production and consumption patterns and the 
dependence and marginalization of developing countries, attempting to shift the 
responsibility of mitigation and adjustment onto such countries. 
 
4) In this connection, they reaffirmed that the intention by the developed countries to 
impose a political settlement that forces 80 percent of the world population to live in 
poverty and underdevelopment conditions is unacceptable, cannot be a political 
choice and has become a major obstacle to achieving a fair and equitable outcome in 
Copenhagen. 
 
5) They ratified that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its 
Kyoto Protocol represent the current binding legal regime that regulates the response and 
international cooperation to fight global warming, as a result of the consensus reached 
by the international community to deal with one of the most serious problems affecting 
mankind, life and existence of some developing nations. 
 
6) They categorically rejected attempts to make these instruments expire, be void or 
replaced with new agreements that erode or change the legally binding obligations that 
were contracted. 
 
7) They found, once again, that the environmental crisis resulting from increased 
temperatures in the atmosphere is a consequence of the capitalist system, the long and 
unsustainable production and consumption patterns in developed countries, the 
implementation of a predatory development model imposed to the rest of the world, and 
the lack of political will for full and effective compliance with the commitments and 
obligations set forth in the Convention and the Kyoto Protocol. 
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8) They stressed that developed countries, which comprise only 20 percent of the world 
population, contracted a climate debt with developing countries, the future generations 
and Mother Earth by over-consuming the atmospheric space and having generated 
nearly three quarters of global historical emissions. 
 
9) They recognized that, in order to achieve the goal of stabilizing concentrations of 
greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions in the atmosphere at a level that would avoid 
dangerous interference with the climate system, the countries must return to the 
concentrations of greenhouse gases far below 300 ppm GHG, in order to return to 
temperatures as close as possible to pre-industrial levels. 
 
10) They stressed that this climate debt in the broader context of the ecological debt 
includes both an emission debt and an adjustment debt, which must be honoured by the 
developed countries through: 
 

a) Binding commitments to substantial reductions in domestic emissions and 
reabsorption of greenhouse gases emissions so as to ensure the right to development 
of developing countries. 
 
b) Compliance with its commitments to effective technology transfer, ensuring it is 
accessible, affordable and adaptable, and eliminating all barriers related to 
intellectual property rights for the countries of the South to undertake a development 
process that does not follow the consumption and pollution patterns of the North. 
 
c) Compliance and guarantees in the effective provision of additional, adequate, 
predictable and sustainable public financial resources, stressing that the requirements 
for the adjustment of developing countries have increased as a result of the climate 
crisis. To avoid a major climate catastrophe, developed countries must provide 6% 
percent of its GDP to developing countries, making a measurable (reportable and 
verifiable) contribution to full payment of their climate debt. 

 
11) They stressed that the effective implementation of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol requires specialized bodies to be 
responsible for adaptation, technology transfer and capacity building, as well as 
improved financial mechanisms. 
 
12) They categorically rejected attempts to shift responsibility for mitigation onto 
developing countries and to establish conditionalities for the transfer of financial and 
technological resources to fight climate change, and demanded respect for the right to 
sustainable development of these countries in a healthy, ecologically balanced, and 
required air space. 
 
13) They stressed that developed countries try to ignore this debt climate, which is the 
concrete expression of their historical responsibility at the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol, and therefore they are 
promoting a new agreement where their responsibility is not demonstrated. 
 
14) They underscored the need to change consumption patterns and lifestyles in 
developed countries and to reform the international economic, trade and financial 
system. 
 
15) They rejected market solutions and the sale of carbon credits to solve the problems of 
climate change, because they are part of the same logic that caused the outbreak of 
the most serious global economic and financial crisis since the Great Depression, which 
resulted in millions unemployed and aggravated poverty and food crisis in developing 
countries. They also stressed that carbon markets allow those responsible for climate 
change to continue polluting, while the burden of reducing emissions is shifted onto 
developing countries. 
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16) They stated that the need to provide developing countries with adequate financial 
resources to meet all the additional costs generated by the impacts of climate change is 
not a market issue but a legal and moral obligation, deriving from the commitments 
made by developed countries under the Convention. 
 
17) They warned that attempts by developed countries to promote the adoption of an 
agreement that violates the principles of historical responsibility, equity and common but 
differentiated responsibilities violate the right to development of developing countries 
and seriously affect the rights of Mother Earth. 
 
18) They ratified their willingness to assume cohesive stances to participate and 
constructively contribute to the Copenhagen deliberations and any subsequent process 
in order to reach a fair, balanced and equitable outcome that allow them to achieve the 
primary goal of the Convention in full agreement with its principles and commitments. 
 
19) They emphatically demanded developed countries to effectively and convincingly 
demonstrate their political will to fully meet their current and future obligations through 
serious, ambitious and comparable commitments under the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol. 
 
20) They recognized that voluntary measures aimed at mitigation – alternative to 
traditional market measures – taken by some Member States of ALBA must be recognized, 
financially compensated and promoted worldwide. In particular, they recognized and 
supported Ecuador’s Yasuni-ITT initiative, considering it innovative and avant-garde to 
deal with climate change. 
 
21) They reaffirmed that the position of ALBA’s countries on climate change reflects a 
concept of development not based on the commercialization of nature, but on the 
Good Living paradigm, which involves relations of respect and harmony with nature and 
other human beings. 
 
 





Final Report of the Regional Meeting: “Economic Relations between  
LAC-EU and the VI Bi-regional Summit in Madrid”  

 

45 
        SP/RR-REALCUE-VICBM/IF-10 

 
A N N E X  V I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deed of Constitution of the ALBA’s Commission 

for the Commemoration of the 200th Anniversary 
of the Beginning of the Revolution for the Independence of our America 
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DEED OF CONSTITUTION OF THE ALBA’S COMMISSION FOR THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 
200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BEGINNING OF THE REVOLUTION FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
OUR AMERICA  
 
 
CONSIDERING  
 
That on the occasion of the Fifth Extraordinary Summit, held in Cumana, Capital of Sucre 
Estate, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the Heads of State and Government of the 
ALBA-TCP member countries instructed the ALBA-TCP Ministerial Council to create the 
Organizational Commission for the 200th anniversary of the beginning of the revolution for 
the independence of the continent; 
 
CONSIDERING 
 
That the revolutionary and liberating process that began 200 years ago constitutes the 
basis of our current national identities, the original expression of our democratic and 
republican vocation, and the first affirmation of our political and economic sovereignty; 
 
CONSIDERING 
 
That from the start, emancipatory ideals and practice have been accompanied by the 
clear conscience that the union of our peoples is necessary, as a guarantee for the 
conquest and consolidation of our definitive independence that is to prevail against any 
oppressive power; 
 
CONSIDERING 
 
That from Mexico to Patagonia, the governments and peoples of South America and the 
Caribbean have organized various programs in commemoration of the 200th anniversary 
of the emancipating gesture that, at different times and under different circumstances, 
marked the beginning of our current nations; 
 
CONSIDERING 
 
That the ALBA-TCP ideals constitute the realization in present times of the idea of 
continental union, as it was conceived and defended by Francisco de Miranda, Simon 
Bolivar, Antonio Jose de Sucre, Francisco Morazán, Jose Martí, Eloy Alfaro, Augusto César 
Sandino, and other great men and women that constructed our homeland; 
 
AGREE 
 
To constitute, from today’s date onwards, the ALBA’s COMMISSION FOR THE 
COMMEMORATION OF THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BEGINNING OF THE 
INDEPENDENCE REVOLUTION IN OUR AMERICA, with the following objectives: 
 
1. To coordinate the collective celebration of the various national days of each of the 
countries hereby represented, thus recovering the idea of Latin American and Caribbean 
independence as a collective action. 
 
2. To act in agreement before other authorities or groups that may be created to 
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of Latin American and Caribbean independence. 
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3. To mutually support each other, in accordance with the ALBA-TCP guiding principles, so 
that these celebrations constitute the starting point of a new era in the transformation of 
our societies in front of the challenges of the 21st century, as well as a permanent forum 
for the reconstruction of our peoples’ history. 
 
CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMISSION 
 
The Commission will be formed by the Ministers and High Authorities of Culture, and the 
Chancellors of ALBA member countries. 
 
The Commission may invite other Latin American and Caribbean countries to participate, 
as long as members are in common agreement and as long as invited countries express 
their interest in joining ALBA countries in commemorating their 200th anniversaries. 
 
FUNCTIONING 
 
The Commission will establish a Pro Tempore Secretary, for a better functioning of the 
institution. The Pro Tempore Secretary will be carried out following a rotative pattern and 
during a period of six months. 
 
Considering that the Plurinational State of Bolivia is already celebrating its 200th 
Anniversary of his First Autonomous Government, which began on 25th May with the 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the Chuquisaca Assembly, and which will 
continue on 16th July, with the commemoration of the La Paz Assembly, it is agreed that 
Bolivia will become the first Secretary, followed by Venezuela, as this country will 
celebrate the 200th Anniversary of his First Government on 19th April 2010. The rotative 
order will be jointly established by the Commission. 
 
In Caracas, 24th June 2009. 
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A N N E X  V I I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by Ambassador Odeen Ishmael,  
Chairman of the Latin American Council of SELA,  

during the closing ceremony  
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1. The document “Recent Economic Relations between Latin America and the 
Caribbean and the European Union ahead of the Madrid Summit” generated a very 
healthy debate. It was obvious from the lengthy discussion we had that there were 
differences in views regarding the approach suggested by the two experts, Carlos 
Quenan and Christian Ghymers, who presented the document and responded to the 
comments. All the additional views, especially those that differ from the line carried by 
the document, have been noted and are reflected in the conclusions and 
recommendations of this meeting. I also thank the two experts for their excellent 
contribution to this forum. 

 
2. We also learned of the experiences of Chile and Mexico regarding their economic 

and trade relations with the European Union. Certainly, this experience will be useful to 
build on by other LAC countries which, at the individual level, intend to follow through 
in establishing agreements with the EU. Peru and Argentina, as part of the troika of the 
EU-LAC summit, also presented very positive perspectives. 

 
3. This meeting also enabled us to obtain the views of regional organizations such as the 

ACS. ECLAC and UNASUR, and subregional groups such as MERCOSUR, SIECA and the 
OECS. Significantly, the OECS countries – with the exception of Grenada – are not 
members of SELA. But with the OECS being a viable segment of CARICOM it is 
necessary for all Member States of SELA to understand the special particularities of 
these small-island States. We hope to have the OECS presenting its views on various 
issues of regional importance at future meetings in SELA. 

 
4. And, finally, we are also happy to hear the general viewpoints of the European Union 

through the Head of the Delegation of the EU in Venezuela, and those of a more 
specific nature from the Ambassador of Spain in Venezuela. 

 
5. As the momentum picks up as the Madrid summit draws closer, SELA will examine 

other relevant issues and the positions that will be developed will certainly be fed to 
the governments of the Member States. 

 
6. One significant truth that has emerged from this meeting is that the subregional 

groupings in LAC must talk more with each other. This was expressed in a very 
straightforward manner by the Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister of Belize. This surely will 
help in getting the various groupings to better understand their different opinions on 
specific issues, while at the same time enabling them to at least reach common 
unified positions on others. Surely, this will be better than publicly conflicting with each 
other by taking strong disunited stances when they all turn up at a summit with 
another regional grouping, such as the EU. Such situations can be avoided if they 
consult seriously with each other from time to time. 

 
7. I now thank all of you for participating in this very fruitful exercise. I wish all of you who 

have travelled from your capitals a safe and pleasant trip to your homeland. 
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ARGENTINA 
 
María Fernanda Silva 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Argentina  
Avenida El Empalme,  
Edificio FEDECAMARAS; Piso 3 
El Bosque 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 731-3311 
Cell phone: (0424) 157-5286 
Fax: (58-212) 731-2659 
E-mail: silvadosantos@yahoo.com.ar 
 
BARBADOS 
 
Juliette Babb-Riley 
Senior Foreign Service Officer 
for Europe/Asia/Africa Relations 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
N° 1 Culloden Road  
St. Michael,  
Tel: (246) 431-2207 
Fax: (246) 429-6652 
E-mail: jbabb-Riley@foreign.gov.bb 
 
Sandra Philias 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Barbados  
Calle La Guairita con Av. Ppal. de 
Chuao, Edificio Los Frailes, Piso 5,  
Oficina 501 
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 991-6721 // 992-0545 
Fax: (58-212) 991-0333 
E-mail:  sphilias@foreign.gov.bb 
 
BELIZE 
 
Alexis Roberto Rosado 
Deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade 
Nemo Building  
Belmopan, Belize 
Tel: (501) 822-2110 (Home) (501)669-0100 
E-mail: belizemfa@btl.net 
 

BRAZIL 
 
Clarissa Della Nina 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Brazil 
Calle Los Chaguaramos con 
Av. Mohedano, Centro Gerencial 
Mohedano, Piso 6 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 918-6010 
Fax: (58-212) 261-1409 
E-mail: clarissanina@hotmail.com 
 
BOLIVIA 
 
Jorge Alvarado Rivas 
Ambassador  
Embassy of Bolivia 
Av. Luis Roche con 6ta. Transversal 
Qta. “Embassy of Bolivia” 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 263-3015 
Cell phone: (0412) 54-1410 
Fax: (58-212) 261-3386 
E-mail: joralva43@gmail.com 
 
Javier Héctor Sucojayo De La Cruz 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Bolivia  
Av. Luis Roche con 6ta. Transversal 
Qta. “Embassy of Bolivia” 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 263-3015 
Fax: (58-212) 261-3386 
E-mail: javiersucojayo@hotmail.com 
 
Andrés Leonardo Guzmán Escobar 
Commercial Attaché 
Embassy of Bolivia  
Av. Luis Roche con 6ta. Transversal 
Qta. “Embassy of Bolivia” 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 263-3015 
Fax: (58-212) 261-3386 
E-mail: guzydiplomatico@gmail.com 
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CHILE 
 
Claudio Herrera Álamos 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Chile  
Paseo Enrique Eraso 
Torre La Noria, Piso 10 
Urbanización Las Mercedes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-3378 / 991-3014 
Fax: (58-212) 992-0614 
E-mail:  valehc@hotmail.com 
 
Enrique Ceppi Di Lecco  
Commercial Director of Prochile 
Embassy of Chile 
Paseo Enrique Eraso 
Edif. Torre La Noria, Piso 10 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)991-9540 
E-mail: eceppi@cantv.net 
 
Sebastián Labra 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Chile  
Paseo Enrique Eraso 
Torre La Noria, Piso 10 
Urbanización Las Mercedes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-3378 / 991-3014 
Fax: (58-212)  992-0614 
E-mail:  echileve@cantv.net   
 
COLOMBIA 
 
Gustavo Guzmán 
Plenipotentiary Minister 
Embassy of Colombia 
2da. Avenida de Campo Alegre 
c/ Av. Fco. de Miranda, Torre Credival, 
Piso 11, Urbanización Campo Alegre 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)216-9596 
Fax: (58-212) 263-8974 // 261-1358 
E-mail: 
gustavo.guzman@cancilleria.gov.co 
 

 
Roberto Cajamarca Gómez 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Colombia  
2nda. Avenida de Campo Alegre 
c/ Av. Fco. de Miranda, Torre Credival, 
Piso 11, Urbanización Campo Alegre 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)263-0794 
Fax: (58-212) 263-8974 // 261-1358 
E-mail: 
colombia@embcolvenezuela.com 
 
CUBA 
 
Rogelio Polanco Fuentes 
Embassy of Cuba 
Calle Roraima, Esq. Av. Río de Janeiro 
y Choroní , Qta. Marina, 
Urbanización Chuao, Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 991-6661/2911/5479 
Fax: (58-212) 993-5695 
E-mail: ambassadorcubavzl@cantvet.net 
 
Mirta Granda Averhoff 
Direction of Multilateral Affairs 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Cuba (MINREX) 
Calzada 360 esquina G. Vedado, Plaza, 
Havana, Cuba 
Tel: (537) 836-4446 
E-mail: mgranda@minrex.gov.cu 
 
ECUADOR 
 
Ramón Torres Galarza 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Ecuador  
Av. Principal de La Castellana con 2nda. 
Transversal, Edif. BANCARACAS, Piso 8, 
Ofic: 805, Urbanización La Castellana 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 265-0801 
Fax: (58-212) 265-2510  
E-mail: ramontorres2009@hotmail.com 
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Germán Ortega 
Minister 
Embassy of Ecuador 
Av. Principal de La Castellana con 2nda. 
Transv. Edif. BANCARACAS, Piso 8, Of. 805 
Urbanización La Castellana 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 265-0801 
Fax: (58-212) 265-2510 
E-mail:  gortega@mmrree.gov.ec 
 
Gabriela Carrillo Fraga 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Ecuador  
Av. Principal de La Castellana con 2nda. 
Transv. Edif. BANCARACAS, Piso 8, Of. 805 
Urbanización La Castellana 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 265-0801 
Fax: (58-212) 265-2510 
E-mail:  eecuvenezuela@mmrree.gov.ec 
 
GUATEMALA 
 
Erick Molina Sandoval 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Guatemala  
Avenida Francisco de Miranda,  
Torre Dosza, 1° piso, Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-5247/ 954-0146 
Fax: (58-212) 954-0051 
E-mail: emolina@minex.gob.gt 
embaguat@cantv.net; 
embvenezuela@minex.gob.gt 
 
Juan Fernando Valey 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Guatemala 
Av. Francisco de Miranda, Torre DOZSA, 
Piso 1, Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-5247/954-0146/954-0831 
Fax: (58-212)954-0051 
E-mail: jvaley@minex.gob.gt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GUYANA 
 
Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael 
Ambassador  
Embassy of Guyana  
Quinta Roraima, Avenida El Paseo 
Urbanización Prados del Este 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)  977-1158 
Fax: (58-212) 976-3765 
E-mail:  embguy@cantv.net 
 
Heather Seelochon 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Guyana  
Quinta Roraima, Avenida El Paseo 
Urbanización Prados del Este 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)  977-1158 
Fax: (58-212) 976-3765 
E-mail:  embguy@cantv.net 
 
HAITI 
 
Christian Toussaint 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Haiti 
Avenida Las Rosas, Quinta Flor N° 59 
Urbanización San Rafael de La Florida 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 730-1735 / 7220 
Fax: (58-212) 730-4605 
E-mail: christoujfr@yahoo.fr 
 
Naomie Saint Cyr 
Representative of the Embassy of Haiti 
Avenida Las Rosas, Quinta Flor N° 59 
Urbanización San Rafael de La Florida 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 730-1735 / 7220 
Fax: (58-212) 730-4605 
E-mail: bellenas@hotmail.com 
 
JAMAICA 
 
Delrose Montague 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Jamaica  
Calle La Guairita, Edif. Los Frailes, Piso 5 
Urbanización Chuao. Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)  991-6133 
Fax: (58-212)  991-6055 
E-mail:  embjaven@cantv.net 
counsellor-embjaven@gmail.com  
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Alison E. Stone Roofe 
Director of the Caribbean and Americas 
Department 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade 
21 Dominica Drive 
Kingston, Jamaica 
Tel: (876) 501.0922 (direct) 
(876) 373.1365 (Cell phone) 
Fax: (876) 929-6733 
E-mail: alija67@gmail.com;  
cadassistant@mfaft.gov.jm 
 
MEXICO 
 
Eduardo Baca Cuenca 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Mexico 
Calle Guaicaipuro, Edificio FORUM, Piso 5 
Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-3850 
Fax: (58-212) 952-3003 
E-mail: ebaca@embamex.com.ve 
 
Nayeli Damián 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Mexico  
Edificio FORUM, Piso 5 
Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-5777 
Fax: (58-212) 953-8832 
E-mail: ndamian@embamex.com.ve 
 
PANAMA 
 
Yolanda Alemán De Baccarani 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Panama 
Centro Profesional Eurobuilding 
Piso 8, Oficina 8-D  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-9182 // 9093 
Fax: (58-212) 992-8421 
E-mail: aleman09@cantv.net 
embapanama.venezuela@mire.gob.pa 
 

 
Jaime Serrano 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Panama 
Centro Profesional Eurobuilding 
Piso 8, Oficina 8-D  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-9182 // 9093 
Fax: (58-212) 992-8421 
E-mail: 
embapanama.venezuela@mire.gob.pa 
 
María Rosa Salazar 
Cultural Attaché 
Embassy of Panama 
Centro Profesional Eurobuilding,  
Piso 8, Oficina 8-D  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-9182 // 9093 
Fax: (58-212) 992-8421 
embapanama.venezuela@mire.gob.pa 
 
PARAGUAY 
 
Miguel Angel Romero Alvarez 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Paraguay  
4ta. Avenida entre 7ma. y 8va. 
Transversal, Qta. Helechales N° 4204 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
TeleFax: (58-212) 263-2559 // 267-5543 
E-mail: mromero@mre.gov.py 
embaparven@cantv.net 
 
PERU 
 
José Emilio Romero Cevallos 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Peru 
Av. San Juan Bosco con 2nda. 
Transversal, Edificio San Juan, Piso 5 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 264-0868 
Fax: (58-212) 265-7592 
E-mail: jeromero@rree.gob.pe 
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Elizabeth Astete 
Ambassador 
Deputy Secretary for Economic Affairs 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Lampa 545 
Lima, Peru 
Tel: (511) 204-2400 
E-mail: eastete@rree.gob.pe 
 
Augusto Salamanca 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Peru 
Av. San Juan Bosco con 2nda. 
Transversal, Edificio San Juan, Piso 5 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 264-0868 
Fax: (58-212) 265-7592 
 
Ernesto Pinto-Bazurco Barandiarán 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Peru 
Av. San Juan Bosco con 2nda Transversal 
Edificio San Juan, Piso 5 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 264-0868 
Fax: (58-212) 265-7592 
E-mail: epb376@gmail.com 
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
Félix Bolívar Amezquita Taveras 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Dominican Republic 
Edificio Argentum PB-1 
2ª Transversal entre 1ª Avda. y Avda. 
Andrés Bello, Los Palos Grandes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)283-9524/283-9279 
Fax: (58-212) 283-3965 
E-mail: amezquitafelix@hotmail.com 
 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 
Ordell Barman 
Consul 
Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago 
3ª Av. entre 6ta. y 7ma. Transversal 
Quinta Poshika 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 261-3748/5796 
Fax: (58-212) 261-9801 
E-mail: ordell.barman@gmail.com 
 

URUGUAY 
 
Magdalena Germán 
Commercial Adviser 
Embassy of Uruguay  
4ta. Avenida de los Palos Grandes 
Edificio Seguros Altamira, Piso 4, Oficinas 
D y E, Los Palos Grandes  
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 285-1648 
Fax: (58-212) 286-6777 
E-mail:uruvene@cantv.net 
 
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA  
 
Amelia Adriana Marín Herrera 
Second Secretary 
Office of the Deputy Minister for Europe 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs  
Conde a Carmelitas, Torre MRE, Piso 7 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)  806-4582 ext.3086 
Fax: (58-212) 806-4519 
E-mail: amadmarh@gmail.com 
 
María Carolina Mendoza 
Second Secretary  
Office of Multilateral Affairs 
and Integration 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Conde a Carmelitas, Torre MRE, Piso 18 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0412) 702-7429 
Fax: (58-212) 802-4306 
E-mail: carollinmendoza@gmail.com 
 
Yamile Guerra Brito 
Third Secretary 
Office of the Deputy Minister 
for Latin America and the Caribbean 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Conde a Carmelitas, Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 806-4787 
Fax: (58-212) 806-4786 
E-mail: yamibo@gmail.com 
 
Diana Arteaga 
Analyst 
People’s Ministry for Trade 
Torre Oeste, Piso 13, Parque Central 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0414) 289-6259 
E-mail: dianaucv@gmail.com 
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Pablo Giménez 
Technical Analyst 
People’s Ministry for Trade 
Torre Oeste, Piso 13, Parque Central 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0412)963-0623 
E-mail: pgimenez@mincomercio.gob.ve 
 
César Mercado 
International Policy Adviser 
People’s Ministry for Energy and Oil 
La Campiña, PDVSA 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0424) 732-0157 
E-mail: cmercado@menpet.gob.ve 
 
 
 

Omar Chirinos 
Coordinator of International Affairs III 
People’s Ministry 
for Labour and Social Security 
Centro Simón Bolívar, Edif. Sur, Piso 5 
Plaza Caracas, El Silencio 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 408-4362 
Fax: (58-212) 482-6866 
E-mail: omar.chirinos1@gmail.com 
omar_chirinos@hotmail.com 
 
Ana Carolina Marcano 
Professional II 
People’s Ministry for Science, Technology 
and Intermediate Industries 
Avenida Universidad, Esquina El Chorro,  
Torre MPPCTS, Piso 18, La Hoyada 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 555-7565/7721 
Fax: (58-212) 555-7653 
E-mail: amarcano@mcti.gob.ve 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NON-MEMBER STATES OF SELA 
 

SPAIN
 
Dámaso de Lario Ramírez  
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain 
Quinta "Marmolejo" 
Avenida Mohedano, Entre 1ra y 
2da.Transversal  
Urbanización La Castellana 
Tel: 263 28 55  /  263 38 76  /  263 09 32 
Fax: 261 08 92  
E-mail: espanvc@cantv.net 
 
Juan Carlos Recoder 
Economic and Commercial Counsellor 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain 
Edificio Parque Cristal, Torre Este 10-10 
Avenida Francisco de Miranda, 
Urbanización Los Palos Grandes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 2849964 
Fax: 261 08 92  
E-mail: jcrecoder@comercio.mityc.es 
 

 
Ana Domínguez Velasco 
Commercial Attaché 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain 
Avenida Francisco de Miranda, Edificio 
Parque Cristal, 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 285-5848 
Fax: (58-212) 284-0964 
E-mail: adominguez@mityc.es 
  
Antonio García Pérez 
Multilateral Advisor 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain 
Quinta "Marmolejo" 
Avenida Mohedano, Entre 1ra y 
2da.Transversal  
Urbanización La Castellana 
Tel: 263 28 55  /  263 38 76  /  263 09 32 
Fax: 261 08 92  
E-mail: agarciape@comercio.mityc.es 
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REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of the 
Americas – People’s Trade Agreement 
(ALBA-TCP) 
 
Amenothep Zambrano 
Executive Secretary 
Permanent Coordinator of ALBA 
Av. Francisco Solano, Edif. Los Llanos, 
Piso 8, Sabana Grande 
Tel: (0416) 621-9518 
Fax: (58-212) 761-1364 
E-mail: azambrano.alba@gmail.com 
  
Association of Caribbean States (ACS) 
 
Luis Fernando Andrade Falla 
Ambassador, Secretary-General 
Association of Caribbean States (ACS) 
5-7 Sweet Briar Road, St. Clair 
Port of Spain, Trinidad 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
Tel: 868-622-9575 ext 230 
Fax: 868-622-1653 
E-mail: landrade@acs-aec.org; 
paulavlange@acs-aec.org  
 
Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
 
Carlos Vergara 
Regional Adviser 
Executive Secretariat of ECLAC 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (562) 210.2137 
E-mail: carlos.vergara@cepal.org  
Web Site:  www.cepal.org 
 
Commission of Permanent 
Representatives of MERCOSUR 
 
María Fernanda Silva 
Representative of the Government 
of the Argentine Republic 
Pro Tempore Presidency of LAC group 
in dialogue with the EU 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Argentina  
Avenida El Empalme,  
Edificio FEDECAMARAS; Piso 3 
El Bosque 
Tel: (58-212) 731-3311 
Cell phone: (0424) 157-5286 
Fax: (58-212) 731-2659E-mail: 
silvadosantos@yahoo.com.ar 

Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) 
 
Randolph Cato 
Senior Director 
Economic Affairs Division 
OECS Central Secretariat 
Morne Fortune, Bridhe Street,  
P.O. Box 179,  
Castries, Saint Lucia, W.I. 
Tel: (1-758) 452.2537  
Fax: (1-758) 453.1628 
E-mail: rcato@oecs.org  
Web Site: www.oecs.org 
 
Secretariat for Central American 
Economic Integration (SIECA)  
 
Yolanda Mayora de Gavidia  
Secretary-General 
4ta. Avenida 10 - 25, Zona 14 
Guatemala City 01901, Guatemala 
Tel: (502) 2368-1940  (Direct) 
Fax: (502) 2333-4617 (D) / 
2368.10.71 / 2364 6562 
E-mail: ygavidia@sieca.org.gt  
Web Site: www.sieca.org.gt 
 
Union of South American Nations 
(UNASUR) Pro Tempore Presidency 
 
Edwin Martínez Bedón 
Counsellor of Foreign Service 
Pro Tempore Presidency 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade 
and Integration of Ecuador 
Edificio Río Amazonas, Av. Amazonas 
477 y Roca. 5to. Piso 
Quito, Ecuador 
Telefax: (5932) 250.2770 / 256.4909 
E-mail: pptunasur@mmree.gov.ec 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ACCREDITED TO VENEZUELA 
 

Andean Development Corporation (CAF)  
 
Gladys Genua 
Deputy Director 
Foreign Affairs Secretariat 
Torre CAF Av. Luis Roche, Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 209-2110 / 2030 
Fax: (58-212) 284-2880 
E-mail: ggenua@caf.com 
 
United Nations Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) 
 
Francisco Arias Milla 
Representative in Venezuela 
Head of Mission 
Caracas 
Avenida Libertador entre Calle Elice y 
José Félix Sosa, Edif. Nuevo Centro, Piso 3 
Tel: (58-212) 201-9900/12 
Fax: (58-212) 201-9908 / 09 
E-mail: FAO-VE@fao.org 
 
Inter-American Institute for Agricultural 
Cooperation (IICA) 
 
Diego Montenegro Ernst 
Representative in Venezuela 
Centro Empresarial “Villasmil” 
Piso 11, Oficina 1 -102 
Parque Carabobo 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 571-8055 / 572-1243 
Fax: (58-212) 576-3150 / 577-1356 
E-mail: jdmontenegro79@yahoo.com 
diego.montenegro@iica.int.ve 
Web site: www.iica.int.ve 
 
Organization of American States (OAS) 
 
Salvador E. Rodezno Fuentes 
Representative 
Av. Orinoco Sur 
Edif. Arbicenter, Piso 1, Oficinas 4 y 5 
Las Mercedes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-1422/ 1666 
Fax: (58-212) 992.1480 
E-mail: srodezno@oas.org 
 
 
 

Pan American Health Organization / 
World Health Organization (PAHO / WHO) 
 
Miguel Malo 
Advisor of Health Promotion 
Avenida 6ª, entre 5ª y 6ª Transversal 
N° 43, Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 206-5000/261-5045 
Fax: (58-212) 261-6069 
E-mail:malom@ven.ops-oms.org 
 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) 
 
David Marcos 
Human Development Officer 
Avenida Francisco de Miranda 
Torre HP, Piso 6 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 208-4302 
E-mail: david.marcos@undp.org 
 
European Union (EU) 
 
Antonio Cardoso Mota 
Ambassador 
Head of the European Union 
Delegation 
Edificio “Unión Europea” 
Avenida Orinoco, Urb. Las Mercedes 
Caracas 
Tel: 991-5398 // 5587 // 5133 
Fax: 993-5573 
E-mail:  
delegation-venezuela@ec.europa.eu; 
antonio.cardoso-mota@ec.europa.eu 
Web Site: www.delven.ec.europa.eu 
 
Ana Huertas 
First Secretary  
Economy and Trade 
European Union Delegation 
Edificio “Unión Europea” 
Avenida Orinoco, Urb. Las Mercedes 
Caracas 
Tel: 991-5398 // 5587 // 5133 
Fax: 993-5573 
E-mail:  ana-maria.HUERTAS-
GONZALEZ@ec.europa.eu 
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SPECIAL GUESTS
  

Central Bank of Venezuela (BCV) 
 
Ana Mercedes Castellanos 
Technical Coordinator 
Foreign Affairs Management Office 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 801 8715 
Fax: (58-212) 801-87-14 
E-mail: acastell@bcv.org.ve 
Web Site: www.bcv.org.ve 
 
Daniela Esther Pérez 
Analyst of Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Affairs Management Office 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 801- 5801 
Fax: (58-212) 801-8714 
E-mail: dperez@bcv.org.ve 
 
Eugenia Cordones 
Analyst of Foreign Affairs 
Foreign Affairs Management Office 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 536-7258 
E-mail: ecordone@bcv.org.ve 
 
 

 
 
Yadira Gamboa H. 
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