
 
 

   
 Sistema Económico    
 Latinoamericano y del Caribe      
 Latin American and Caribbean    
 Economic System    
 Sistema Econômico    
 Latino-Americano e do Caribe    
 Système Economique    
 Latinoaméricain et Caribéen 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
XXXVI Regular Meeting of the Latin American Council 
Caracas, Venezuela 
27 to 29 October 2010 
SP/CL/XXXVI.O/ Di Nº 2-10 

Final Report of the Regional Seminar  
on Trade Relation between  
the United States and Latin America  
and the Caribbean in the first year  
of the Obama Administration 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Copyright © SELA, October 2010. All rights reserved.  
Printed in the Permanent Secretariat of SELA, Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
The Press and Publications Department of the Permanent Secretariat of 
SELA must authorize reproduction of this document, whether totally or 
partially, through sela@sela.org. The Member States and their government 
institutions may reproduce this document without prior authorization, 
provided that the source is mentioned and the Secretariat is aware of 
said reproduction.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

   
 Sistema Económico    
 Latinoamericano y del Caribe      
 Latin American and Caribbean    
 Economic System    
 Sistema Econômico    
 Latino-Americano e do Caribe    
 Système Economique    
 Latinoaméricain et Caribéen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regional Seminar on Trade Relations between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the first year of the Obama Administration  
Caracas, Venezuela  
22 and 23 March 2010  
SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/IF-10 

 
Final Report of the Regional Seminar 
on Trade Relations between 
the United States and Latin America 
and the Caribbean in the first year 
of the Obama Administration 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Copyright © SELA, March 2010. All rights reserved. 
Printed in the Permanent Secretariat of SELA, Caracas, Venezuela. 
 
The Press and Publications Department of the Permanent 
Secretariat of SELA must authorize reproduction of this document, 
whether totally or partially, through difusion@sela.org. The Member 
States and their government institutions may reproduce this 
document without prior authorization, provided that the source is 
mentioned and the Secretariat is aware of said reproduction. 
 



Final Report of the Regional Seminar on Trade Relations 
between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the first year of the Obama Administration 

 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/IF-10

 

C O N T E N T S  
 
 
 
 
RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT   1 
 
A. CONDUCTION OF THE MEETING   3 
 
B. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 11 
  
 
 
ANNEXES: 
 
I. Agenda 17 
 
II. Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
 Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
 and Chairman of the Latin American Council, 
 at the Opening ceremony 25 
 
III. Speech by His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador 
 of the United States of America in the Bolivarian Republic  
 of Venezuela, at the Opening ceremony               31 
   
IV. Speech by Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, Permanent 
 Secretary of SELA, at the Opening ceremony               39 
 
V. List of Participants 45 
 
VI. List of Documents 57 
 
 





Final Report of the Regional Seminar on Trade Relations                           SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/IF-10 
between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the first year of the Obama Administration 
 

 

1 
RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT 
 
1. The Regional Seminar on “Trade Relations between the United States and Latin 
America and the Caribbean in the first year of the Obama Administration” took place in 
the head quarters of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA on 22 and 23 March 2010. 

 
2. Delegations of the following Member States participated in the meeting: Barbados, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay 
and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela; representatives of the following regional 
organizations: the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Organization of 
American States (OAS), the Inter-American Institute for Agricultural Cooperation (IICA), 
the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Andean 
Development Corporation (CAF) and the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS); the International Rural Housing Association (IRHA) and the Central Bank of 
Venezuela (BCV); His Excellency Ambassador of the United States of America in 
Venezuela, Patrick Duddy, and delegates of this Embassy; the international consultant Dr. 
Craig VanGrasstek; His Excellency Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, Permanent Secretary 
of SELA and other officials of the Permanent Secretariat. The List of Participants is included 
in Annex N° V. 
 
3. During the opening ceremony, speeches were delivered by His Excellency 
Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
and Chairman of the Latin American Council; His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador 
of the United States of America in Venezuela, and Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, 
Permanent Secretary of SELA. Their speeches are included in Annexes N° II, III y IV, 
respectively. 
 
4. His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador of the United States of America in 
Venezuela, delivered a speech titled "Perspective of the United States’ Trade Policy 
towards Latin America and the Caribbean." In his presentation, he stated that if there is a 
word that describes the economic approach of the Obama Administration to Latin 
America and the Caribbean, this word is "partnership", which means association or 
alliance. He added that the Obama Administration is committed to an economic 
alliance with Latin America and the Caribbean to create prosperity and fight inequality. 

 
He stressed that the five pillars of the alliance of the Obama Administration with Latin 
America and the Caribbean include Free Trade Agreements (FTA), trade preference 
programmes, the Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas initiative, the Inter-American 
Social Protection Network and the Alliance of the Americas for Energy and Climate. These 
five pillars not only support trade, but also a sustainable and inclusive economic growth. 
In addition to these agreements, he said, free trade agreements with Panama and 
Colombia await congressional approval. President Obama has instructed the Trade 
Representative of the United States to find a way to consider the remaining issues that 
affect these agreements. 
 
He said that the Obama Administration is committed to using trade to increase social 
equality within countries. Through the Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas initiative, the 
United States is working with 14 countries to promote inclusive prosperity and social justice 
in the Americas. This Initiative is a space for policy dialogue and exchange of best 
practices to ensure that the benefits of growth and globalization are widely and equitably 
shared within our societies. 
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Finally, he indicated that in the coming months the U.S. and its partner countries will 
organize exchanges and working tables on several topics, such as the modernization of 
the credit rules to improve access of small and medium-sized enterprises and producers, 
linking rural enterprises and small producers with regional markets and improving working 
conditions for workers in the informal sector. He added that this is the essence of the 
Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas initiative: to create partnerships among countries 
and individuals so that we can learn from each other. 
 
5. Ambassador Rivera Banuet warmly welcomed the participants and applauded the 
comments of His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador of the United States of America 
in Venezuela, about the prospects for improving trade relations between the United 
States and Latin America and the Caribbean. In his speech, he referred to the Latin 
American Council mandate and the conclusions and recommendations of the “Regional 
Seminar on the Economic Relations between the United States and Latin America and the 
Caribbean within the context of Global Crisis”, held in Caracas and organized by SELA in 
March 2009, which supported this mandate. 
 
He stressed that the purpose of this seminar is to identify current trends in hemispheric 
trade relations, as well as the main areas or sectors of concern and conflict for the region 
within these relations. In this connection, he considered it important to strengthen the 
analysis among the countries of the region about the most relevant areas of their trade 
relations with the United States, considering that this is the main partner for many Member 
States of SELA. 
 
In particular, he highlighted the substantial decrease in recent trade flows between the 
U.S. and the countries of the region and the lack of support to U.S. trade initiatives in LAC, 
and considered that, although the global agenda is of the utmost significance for the 
region, some particular issues are of high priority, such as an approach to an hemispheric 
understanding based on the Doha Round, migrations, treatment of asymmetries between 
both sides, and fight against poverty and drug trafficking. 
 
He added that, although this decline in trade is not considered the result of a wave of 
protectionism, it must be borne in mind that the U.S. Administration has taken some 
measures to restrict access to the U.S. market. In this regard, he said that in the base 
document prepared by the Permanent Secretariat, it is stated that although the trade 
policy has been a low priority for the Obama Administration, some initiatives adopted in 
other areas have – or could have – indirect effects on trade. He referred to the provisions 
of the "Buy American" clause of the economic stimulus package and the possible 
imposition of import restrictions as part of the bill on climate change under discussion in 
the U.S. Congress. 
 
Therefore, he said, it is essential to continue analyzing trade relations between the United 
States and our region, as well as to assess the potential implications that economic policy 
decisions taken by this country might have on the nations of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. This analysis should include the economic policy initiatives taken by the 
Executive Branch of the United States in various areas that could have important effects 
on economic and trade relations with that country. He also held that the bases and size 
of a bi-regional agenda on trade and in the context of a shared agenda should be 
based on a more human and social dimension, considering that Latin America and the 
Caribbean report about 190 million people living in poverty. 
 
Finally, he referred to the economic and commercial blockade against Cuba, which, at 
the request of the region, should be ended, as repeatedly set forth in decisions of the 
Latin American Council. 
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6. The Chairman presented the draft agenda for the seminar, which was adopted 
without amendments and is included in Annex N° I. The text of the agenda, the base 
document and the presentations delivered are available on SELA’s Web page: 
www.sela.org. 
 
 
A. CONDUCTION OF THE MEETING 
 
7. The First Session was moderated by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and Chairman of the Latin 
American Council. In was conducted in two stages: 
 
a) Presentation of the document prepared by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA and 
titled “U.S. Trade Policy under the Obama Administration: Implications for SELA Member 
States”, by the International Consultant Dr. Craig VanGrasstek. 

 
In his presentation, Dr. VanGrasstek noted that the study is aimed at contributing to a 
better understanding of the current U.S. trade policy under the Obama Administration, as 
well as its implications and perspectives for LAC. He stressed that the study is divided into 
four chapters. The first one begins with a review of U.S. trade flows with the world in 
general and LAC in particular, and continues with an analysis on the reasons why 
policymakers in the U.S. do not consider trade liberalization as an important part of the 
economic recovery programme. The second one includes a description of these aspects, 
reviewing how and why trade-related issues have been of low priority for the U.S. 
Executive Branch, Congress and business community. He said that this chapter also 
analyzes the political events that have occurred since the 2008 presidential election and 
could raise the political profile of trade in 2010. The third chapter examines in detail the 
current status and prospects of key trade issues that are currently under discussion in the 
U.S., including the multilateral, bilateral and regional negotiations. The fourth one analyzes 
some initiatives in other areas of public policy that could have an effect on trade. 

  

In his speech, he stressed that changes in U.S. trade with the LAC countries are affected 
by three factors: (i) trade policy as traditionally defined (i.e., negotiation of new 
agreements, enactment of new laws and implementation of agreements and existing 
laws), (ii) actions the Obama Administration has taken to meet the demand for policy 
formulation in other areas by the Democrats, and (iii) the state of the economy. Of the 
three factors, he said, the formulation of policies on trade remains until now in a distant 
third place in importance, and the general state of the economy has caused the 
greatest impact. 
 

8. The Chairman thanked Dr. VanGrasstek for his presentation, and then invited the 
representatives of the Member States of SELA to give their opinions on it. 
 

9. The Delegation of Cuba welcomed SELA’s initiative to conduct this seminar and 
thanked the Permanent Secretary for referring to the U.S. economic and commercial 
blockade in effect for over fifty years against Cuba, which he said has caused serious 
economic damages to this country. They pointed out that the Ambassador of the United 
States did not mention the issue in his speech and stressed that this blockade remains in 
effect despite international condemnation and requests for its immediate lifting, as set out 
in both United Nations resolutions and decisions of the Latin American Council. They 
stressed, however, their country has remained committed to the multilateral rules 
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governing international trade since the signing of the Havana Charter that gave birth to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in 1947. Finally, they said that this 
seminar should also make a statement on this matter. 
 

10. The Delegation of Ecuador congratulated the Permanent Secretariat for the 
initiative to hold this seminar and the preparation of the base document, which they 
considered an important basis for the analysis of trade relations between the U.S. and 
LAC. They said that, from the perspective of Ecuador, trade policy should not reissue the 
past but to promote new ways of exchange, LAC is more than a market or a business 
relationship and, against the silence of Obama, it maintains a strong expectation. 
 

They considered that trade policy must have a strategic focus and it was to be expected 
that the Obama Administration would not try to reissue the free-market fundamentalism. 
Before that, he said, it is necessary to redefine the character and nature of trade, 
favouring the relationship between trade and development and maintaining clear and 
inclusive multilateral implementation rules. They also referred to poverty affecting LAC 
countries and believed that the environmental impacts of trade liberalization have 
caused poverty and marginality. They considered that this situation could not be solved 
through the mercantilist fundamentalism. In this connection, they welcomed that in LAC 
the logic of trade is redefined and said their government believes in trade agreements 
designed to include, not to exclude. They do not condemn trade, but look for a new way 
to do it, which would require the assessment and recognition of different views on trade 
and market coexisting today in LAC. This is the reason why a dialogue is necessary and 
events such as this seminar organized by SELA promote it. 

 
On the other hand, they considered it necessary to prevent that, in the name of trade, 
reprisals are applied against those countries that do not recognize the capital dogma, 
and trade reforms should be based on complementarity and exploitation of synergies 
and contribute to the integration of LAC countries, and between them and the U.S. In this 
connection, they said, the dialogue should include the recognition of the other, as the 
hegemonic idea of trade and market has brought disastrous consequences. They 
explained that their country is open to a frank and transparent dialogue and suggested 
SELA to adopt these goals. Finally, they agree to reiterate SELA’s request for lifting the U.S. 
economic and commercial blockade against Cuba. 
 
11. The Delegation of Venezuela agreed with the opinions of Cuba and Ecuador and 
added that the document prepared by the Permanent Secretariat of SELA is a very 
thorough and useful study, because it set out some trends and conclusions about the 
prospects of trade relations between LAC and the U.S. They concluded by saying that 
trade is not a priority for the government of President Obama, whose administration has 
abandoned and neglected trade policy towards LAC. However, they considered the 
speech by the U.S. Ambassador very positive, because it is an expression of interest for a 
dialogue between both parties. They expressed that the U.S. Ambassador presented a 
very favourable outlook, but the document prepared by SELA shows otherwise and, in this 
connection, it is necessary to analyze the best way to convey the conclusions and 
recommendations of this seminar to the Obama Administration. Finally, they said that 
there is an excessive politicization of trade in the region and it is necessary to determine 
how to reverse this trend. 

 
12. The delegation of Nicaragua, joining the condemnation of the U.S. economic and 
commercial blockade against Cuba and requests for its lifting, considered it useful for the 
consultant of SELA to find out the reasons why this situation has continued for so long 
through successive U.S. administrations. 
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13. The delegation of Brazil joined the congratulations and recognition expressed for the 
work of SELA on this matter and wondered if the lack of U.S. interest in trade policy should 
be considered negative. They recalled that a few years ago LAC complained that the 
U.S. attempted to impose a trade model through the FTAA. They highlighted that there is 
a very positive interaction of various integration models in the region, with the network of 
agreements among LAC countries being very useful, and each country is trying to 
achieve its own model. What is really unfortunate, he said, is the lack of U.S. leadership in 
the multilateral negotiations of the WTO, which affect the region. In this connection, they 
noted that the Doha Round is about not only market access but also the discussion of 
topics that can only be dealt with in this forum, such as trade distortions and subsidies that 
affect exports of all countries of the region. They stressed that the ineffectiveness is 
negative in the multilateral negotiations and the U.S. dialogue is not precisely focused on 
trade. Finally, they underscored the significance of the multidisciplinary integration 
leading to complete development of LAC societies, for which it would be very useful to 
promote a new hemispheric relationship that goes beyond trade issues to cover all areas 
of development: social and environment, among others. 
 
14. The Delegation of Colombia agreed with the opinion of Brazil on the low interest of 
the Obama Administration in trade and considered it necessary to analyze the reasons for 
this lack of interest. On the other hand, they said, some analysts believe that there is little 
room for trade integration in the current international context. 

 
15.  Consultant Dr. VanGrasstek, in response to questions raised by some delegations, 
made an extensive presentation on the historical origins of the economic and 
commercial blockade imposed by the U.S. against Cuba, as well as the treatment of this 
subject by successive U.S. administrations and the various positions adopted by political 
parties in U.S. Congress and the Cuban Diaspora in that country. He particularly stressed 
the statements made by the United Nations and SELA, which have condemned the 
blockade and requested for its lifting through the years. 

 
b) Prospects of economic relations between LAC and the U.S. according to regional 
organizations 

 
At this point, the Director of the International and Integration Trade Division of the 
Executive Secretariat of ECLAC, Dr. Osvaldo Rosales, delivered a speech titled “CEPAL: 
Las Relaciones Comerciales entre América Latina y el Caribe y Estados Unidos 2009 – 
2010” (ECLAC: Trade relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and the United 
States 2009 – 2010), and the Head of the Trade Policy Unit of OECS, Dr. Virginia Paul, made 
a presentation titled "An OECS Perspective On Prospects For US-LAC Trade Relations". 
  
16. Dr. Osvaldo Rosales thanked for the invitation and greeted the participants on 
behalf of Dr. Alicia Bárcena, Executive Secretary of ECLAC. He said that due to the recent 
earthquake occurred in the Republic of Chile, the agenda of the organization was 
modified, but the situation is expected to return to normal within two months. However, he 
noted, in the interests of guaranteeing collaboration between ECLAC and SELA, the 
participation in this event remained unchanged. 
 
17. The Chairman thanked the speakers for their presentations, which were discussed 
during the debates of this Seminar. 
 

18. The Second Session, “Current status and future prospects of trade relations with the 
U.S. according to some Member States of SELA (I)”, was presided over by His Excellency 
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Jorge Alvarado, Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. of the Plurinational State of Bolivia and Second 
Vice-Chairman of the Latin American Council. 
 
a. As regards Central America, the floor was taken by Mr. Takayoshi José Yamagiwa, 

Manager of Economic and Trade Analysis of the Economic Intelligence Unit of the 
Ministry of Economy of El Salvador, who talked about “Trends and Prospects of trade 
relations between El Salvador and the United States under the Obama 
Administration”; Ms. Melissa A. Davis, General Director of International Economic 
Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama, on “Prospects of trade relations 
between Panama and the United States”; and Ambassador Ramón Leets, on “Trade 
relations between Nicaragua and the U.S.” The presentations referred to the 
development in the implementation of the Free Trade Agreement between Central 
America, Dominican Republic and the United States, better known as the DR-NAFTA. 

 
b. Representing the Andean Community, speeches were delivered by Mr. Gustavo 

Guzman Manrique, Plenipotentiary Minister of the Embassy of Colombia in Venezuela, 
on “The U.S. role in trade relations with Colombia”, and Mr. Jorge Alvarado, Chargé 
d'Affaires, a.i. of the Plurinational State of Bolivia in Venezuela, in his capacity as Head 
of the Delegation of Bolivia, who spoke on trade relations between Bolivia and the 
United States. 

 
c. As regards the countries of MERCOSUR, presentations were made by Mr. Joao Paulo 

Ortega Terra, Head of Division for the United States and Canada of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Brazil, and Mr. Gonzalo Koncke, Minister of Foreign Service of the 
General Direction of Economic Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay. 

 
19. The Delegation of Bolivia complained that the relations of the Andean countries 
have taken the path of bilateral agreements with the United States, to which their country 
had raised serious objections, focused on the issues of drugs and intellectual property 
among others (they mentioned the case of quinoa and patents) and transgenic 
products. They highlighted that since 2006 the only thing their government has asked the 
U.S. is respect for the dignity of Bolivia. After reporting several events they called U.S. 
interference in the decisions of their country, they said that ALBA-TCP is the only way for 
Latin American countries to raise their voices. In this connection, they explained the scope 
for trade within the ALBA-TCP and presented some figures on trade among their Member 
States, confirming their belief that it is in the region where the countries of ALBA-TCP have 
the greatest potential to increase trade. 
 
20. The delegation of Brazil stressed that almost 30% of their country’s exports are aimed 
at the region and only 10% at the U.S. However, their government's interest is to use the 
opportunities offered by the world's largest economy, since the trade balance is negative 
for their country. They added that bilateral trade has decreased by 43% due to falling 
demand in that country and the collapse of products exported to it. In the end, they said, 
the impact has not been as strong as expected due to the diverse destinations of Brazilian 
exports. They were convinced that this situation is somewhat circumstantial and the 
relationship will return to balance. Moreover, they stated that the United States can not 
accuse Brazil of protectionism, because last year evidence was provided to prove that 
this country has an open market, is the ninth destination for U.S. exports and, from a 
structural view, the composition of their exports is very healthy as it is made up of 61% of 
manufactured products. As regards the flow of direct investments, they said that the U.S. is 
the largest investor in Brazil, but Brazil also has invested in the U.S. 

 
As for the prospects of bilateral trade relations, they expressed that, according to their 
government, there is no need to sign an FTA with the United States and is seeking more 
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trade with existing instruments. They stressed that there is cooperation on biofuels and a 
bilateral instrument on climate change. They also referred to their cooperation with Haiti 
and the Group of Twenty (G-20), and said that the objective is to maintain a dialogue 
towards an economic partnership. 
 
21. The delegation of Uruguay joined in the congratulations and thanks expressed to 
SELA and stressed that their country's new administration has set three priorities: homeless 
eradication, poverty eradication and decent housing for all citizens. Therefore, they said, 
foreign trade relations will be focused on these projects. They stressed that the Uruguay’s 
first priority is MERCOSUR, then the region and finally the U.S., Europe and Asia. In this 
connection, they said that the Doha Round and multilateral relations are not to be 
neglected. 
 
As for trade relations with the U.S., they said that although that market is an important 
destination for Uruguayan exports, an FTA is not expected to be signed, since a trade and 
investment agreement is already in effect which so far has not yielded significant results in 
terms of access to that market. They stressed that even Uruguayan exports continue to fall 
so far in 2010, with frozen meat – the main product exported to that market – falling by 
50%. They concluded by saying that the low diversification of Uruguayan exports has 
facilitated the sharp decline in export flows to the United States and that country is a big 
investor in Uruguay, which makes it possible to reverse that situation. 
 
22. The Third Session was presided over by His Excellency Roberto Molina Erick Sandoval, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Guatemala in Venezuela and First Vice-Chairman of the 
Latin American Council, and was conducted in two parts, namely: 
 
a) “Current status and future prospects of trade relations with the U.S. according to 
some Member States of SELA (II)” 

  
23. After expressing his thanks to SELA for conducting this activity, the Delegation of 
Venezuela referred to their country’s trade relations with the United States and the 
agreements reached within the framework of ALBA-TCP. They reiterated their assessment 
on the importance of the base document, which they found useful for the analysis of 
different aspects of the relations between the countries of LAC and the U.S. 
 
In their speech, they stressed that their government maintains economic relations with the 
U.S. government, despite ideological differences with the leaders of that country, and 
outlined the characteristics of their hydrocarbon exports to that market and their business 
activities within it, providing employment to thousands of American workers and 
representing a cooperation mechanism with the United States. They also underlined the 
important U.S. direct investments in their country, which are evident in different economic 
sectors. 
 
They said that Venezuela's solidarity with the American people becomes a reality through 
the Heating Oil programme to assist poor and excluded people in the United States, 
providing heating oil to more than 157,000 households, 257 households for homeless 
people and 250 native communities of that nation. In return, they said, Venezuela 
demands respect and non-interference in its internal affairs. Little progress can be 
achieved if, among sovereign states, one country takes the right to certify the others on 
several issues, such as human rights or fight against drug trafficking. 
 
They considered that trade is not a priority for the current U.S. Administration, and this 
situation is expected not to change in the short term. However, they said, it was to be 
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expected that the government of President Obama considers the implications of this lack 
of interest or neglect as regards trade for the most vulnerable countries of the region, 
given their high dependence on this market and the Aid for Development programme 
from the United States. They reiterated that solidarity, complementarity and cooperation 
should guide trade relations and stressed that in various international forums their 
government has stressed the need to ensure people's food security through trade 
protections for agricultural products, incentives for agricultural sector of developing 
countries and condemnation of agricultural subsidies granted by developed countries to 
domestic products. 
 
They also highlighted the initiatives suggested by their government to advance towards a 
regional economic and financial reorganization, and in this connection they mentioned 
the projects achieved within the framework of ALBA-TCP, such as the emergence of other 
benchmark currencies like the SUCRE and the creation of the Bank of ALBA as a promising 
reality in Latin America and the Caribbean. As regards this institution, they highlighted that 
over 50% of its funding is aimed at the development of support projects of economic, 
social and cultural nature without the constraints faced by LAC countries when they go to 
the multilateral organizations dominated by the capitalist powers. They noted that the 
Bank of the South has successfully completed the negotiation stage and will soon be 
operating in an even larger area than the Bank of ALBA (with an initial capital of 20 billion 
dollars). 
 
Finally, they stressed the importance of the agreements signed in the recent Unity Summit 
and said that their government will develop other measures aimed at diversifying its 
international relations, such as the following: the signing of agreements and projects on 
energy, oil, gas, agriculture, manufacture, engineering, mining, housing and technology, 
among others, with Belarus, China, Iran, Malaysia, Syria, Russia and Vietnam, as well as 
memoranda of understanding and other agreements with African countries. They 
concluded by supporting the statement of the delegation of Nicaragua, who rejected 
imposition of new trade restrictions due to environmental concerns. 
 
24. As regards trade relations between CARICOM and the U.S., Ambassador Paul 
Harker, Director of the Bilateral Relations Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Foreign Trade of Jamaica, delivered the speech “The current status and future prospects 
of trade relations with the USA from a CARICOM Perspective”. In his presentation, he 
reviewed the development of trade between both sides since the Caribbean Basin 
Initiative (CBI) came into force, and highlighted the evolution of tourism, communications 
and telecommunications. He also referred to the recent meeting with the U.S. Secretary 
of State, where both parties analyzed the signed agreements, the renewal of the CBI and 
the possibility of increasing trade relations between both parties. 
 
He stressed that both CBI and the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) of 
2000 are non-reciprocal agreements. Most goods exported by Jamaica and other 
CARICOM countries except Suriname have duty free access to the U.S. market. In 2008, 
he said, exports from Jamaica to the U.S. totalled US$ 984 million, while imports from the 
U.S. amounted to US$ 3.3 billion. In fact, Jamaica's trade deficit applies to all CARICOM 
member countries, except Trinidad and Tobago, which exports oil products. In 2009, the 
U.S., under the Obama Administration, obtained a waiver of CBI in the WTO until 2014. U.S. 
remains the main trading partner of Jamaica and all members of CARICOM. 
 
He added that if the FTA between Panama and the United States is ratified, the 
CARICOM countries and certain dependent territories of the Caribbean are the only ones 
to continue benefiting from the CBI. Finally, he stressed that the Jamaican textile industry, 
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covered by preferences, has declined, while Haiti has been the largest producer of 
textiles and apparel in the CARICOM region. 
 
He stressed that CARICOM leaders expect to hold a Summit with President Obama this 
year, based on an agenda agreed by consensus. Once that meeting has taken place, 
he said, it will be necessary to follow up and implement the final decisions. 
 
25. The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago also referred to trade relations between 
CARICOM and the U.S. and highlighted the benefits for their country to host the Fifth 
Summit of the Americas, particularly because the leaders of the business community in 
the region were able to appreciate the favourable conditions for investment in the 
country and within the framework of CARICOM. As regards the hemispheric agenda, they 
said that contributions were made to the social agenda on issues such as food, health 
and decent work, and a platform was created for sharing experiences and best practices 
in order to raise life conditions of citizens. Finally, they described the characteristics of 
trade between the parties and the importance of the hydrocarbon sector in exports to 
the U.S. 
 
26. The Chairman thanked the speakers for their presentations and invited the rest of 
the participants to express their opinions about them. 

 
27. The delegation of Guyana thanked speakers for the information provided, 
particularly concerning trade between CARICOM and the U.S., which show that the trade 
balance is favourable to the U.S. The delegation said that, indeed, U.S. exports to 
CARICOM countries amount to US$ 12 billion whereas exports from CARICOM to the U.S. 
barely reach US$ 2 billion. The delegation noted that no change is expected in the short 
term, because CARICOM countries do not produce most of the goods demanded by the 
U.S. market and they do not have the required quality. Therefore, it is necessary to explore 
other options; for instance, cultural products, in order to take advantage of a large sector 
of the immigrant population of Caribbean origin living in the U.S., where there exists 
demand for cultural products, indigenous foods and jewellery. However, he said, there 
are certain standards in the U.S. with which these products do not comply; for this reason 
the necessary market studies are being conducted and some favourable progress has 
already been seen in this regard. 
 
In addition, the delegation noted that many Caribbean countries have benefited from 
PETROCARIBE, whose agreements are very beneficial because they have allowed these 
countries to generate savings that have been used to develop their economies. Guyana, 
he said, has been able to invest in other services such as health and education thanks to 
these savings, which has increased the demand for certain products that had to be 
imported, largely from the U.S. The delegation considered that PETROCARIBE should be 
recognized for this positive effect – which has been mentioned by SELA in a document – 
pointing out that this has improved living standards of Caribbean people. For example, 
the delegation said, Guyana now exports rice to Venezuela thanks to the PETROCARIBE 
agreements, has increased its savings, and has improved living standards of its 
population. 
 
Referring to climate change, the delegation considered that it is important to recall that 
the U.S. has a very favourable opinion of those countries that have implemented policies 
to reduce carbon emissions. For this reason, some countries in the region have begun to 
apply such policies and hope to increase exchanges between the region and the United 
States. In this connection, the delegation deemed it necessary for SELA to address the 
issues related to climate change. 
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28. The delegation of Guatemala endorsed the concepts and remarks made by the 
delegation of Guyana. 
 
29. Consultant Craig VanGrasstek took the floor to deal with a series of questions raised by 
delegations, particularly those related to the Doha Round, the agricultural subsidies and 
the distortions in international trade. He found it very difficult to solve these problems by 
means of bilateral agreements, because there is an underlying negotiation between the 
U.S. and the European Union, which, he said, has certainly been more inclined to 
eliminate agricultural subsidies. 
 
With respect to the reasons why the U.S. government has lost interest in trade policy, 
VanGrasstek pointed at three possible explanations: economic, legal and political 
reasons. He said that globalization has gained ground and companies are resorting less to 
protectionist measures. In this connection, he mentioned the case of multinational 
automotive companies and the fact that they have received broad support, except for 
protectionist measures, because in their integrated production chains many of its 
components are imported. As a result, in terms of legal regulations, the ability to legislate 
on protectionist measures has been reduced. Politically, he said, it is increasingly difficult 
to forge coalitions. 
 
As to the question of what the countries of the region should do in order to express their 
views to the U.S. and be heard, VanGrasstek considered that Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreements (TIFAs) are very good tools to deal with the U.S. Executive branch, 
and that in case Congress requires to participate in the negotiation, it is necessary to 
lobby. 
 
b) Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) among the U.S. and LAC countries  
 
His Excellency Carlos Pujalte Pineiro, Ambassador of Mexico in Venezuela, made a 
presentation titled "Mexico and the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)”, 
which started with a summary of background information about the agreement, its 
purpose, the reasons for the trade opening-up and the benefits obtained by the three 
partner countries: Mexico, Canada and the United States, which, he said, under NAFTA, 
have practically turned into a single economy, with multiple economic, social and 
cultural ties that represent one-fourth of the global GDP, one-eighth of world exports, and 
has 450 million potential consumers. Among the most outstanding results of the 
agreement, he highlighted the following: a positive trend in trade; transparency and 
certainty guaranteed by NAFTA as key factors for attracting foreign direct investment 
(FDI); and the fact that, on average, wages in exporting companies are higher than those 
in non-exporting firms. The Ambassador noted that US-Mexico bilateral trade has 
increased more than fourfold. Among the challenges common to both countries, he 
cited: the stagnation of the Doha Round, the re-emergence of protectionism, the 
economic recovery, and the emergence of new highly competitive trading blocs. Finally, 
he summarized the vision of Mexico vis-à-vis the Obama Administration and U.S. policies, 
and Mexico’s priorities for the year 2010. 
 
Mr. Enrique Ceppi di Lecco, Commercial Director of PROCHILE, dealt with the issue 
"Economic relations between Chile and the U.S., and evaluation of six years of the FTA". 
Ceppi analyzed economic relations between both countries based on a review of the 
historical and institutional evolution of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA), saying that it has 
brought about an increased access of Chilean goods and services to the U.S. economy, 
and has created opportunities for new sectors and exporting companies, particularly in 
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the case of non-traditional products. He also noted that the FTA is a comprehensive 
agreement that includes all aspects of the bilateral economic relationship, such as trade 
in goods, government procurement, promotion and protection of investments, cross-
border services, and protection of intellectual property rights. Afterwards, he spoke about 
the evolution and prospects of Chile-US trade, with special emphasis on trade flows 
between the two nations and the evolution of Chilean exports to the United States. Finally, 
he dealt with the process of trade liberalization and the prospects for U.S. Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in Chile and Chilean FDI in the U.S. 
 
30. The moderator thanked speakers for their interesting presentations, and then 
opened the floor for comments on the subject. 
 
31. Several delegations made questions to speakers, which were satisfactorily 
answered. 
 
32. Based on the presentations and subsequent debates, the representatives of SELA 
Member States adopted the following Conclusions and Recommendations: 
 
B.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
1. Participants in the “Regional Seminar on Trade Relations between the United States 
and Latin America and the Caribbean in the first year of the Obama Administration” took 
note with interest of the document drafted by the Permanent Secretariat, titled “U.S. 
Trade Policy under the Obama Administration: Implications for SELA Member States” 
(SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/DT N° 2-10). The study presented key elements for analyzing 
the economic relations between Latin America and the Caribbean and the United States, 
as well as the current U.S. trade policy, which served as the basis for the debates that took 
place among the representatives of the Member States of SELA. 
 
2. The delegates underscored the value of the assessments contained in the 
document and the usefulness of the analytical presentations – as well as the subsequent 
debates – carried out by the representatives of the Executive Secretariat of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), as well as the heads of delegations of El 
Salvador, Panama, Colombia, the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Brazil, Uruguay, Ecuador, 
Nicaragua, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, 
who represented the various countries and integration groups in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
 
3. The representatives of the Member States of SELA took note with interest of the 
experiences of Chile and Mexico as regards the implementation and functioning of their 
current Free Trade Agreements with the United States. According to the assessments 
made by the government officials of these two nations, such agreements have had 
positive impacts even beyond the area of trade. Emphasis was made on the usefulness of 
continuing to share experiences with the rest of the countries and subregional integration 
groups in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
4. The seminar dealt with a number of national perspectives and proposals aimed at 
strengthening economic and commercial relations of Latin America and the Caribbean 
with the United States. 
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5. The main issues raised during the debates that took place among the 
representatives of the Member States of SELA were as follows: 
 

a) There is little evidence that the U.S. government will attach top political priority to 
trade issues in the near future, but this should not necessarily be regarded as an 
essentially negative issue. This could allow for unfolding the potentials of the various 
options that foreign policies and foreign relations currently have in our region. 
 
b) One of the fundamental reasons for concern for the region – associated with 
neglect or the low level of relevance given to trade issues in the U.S. political agenda 
– is reflected in the loss of leadership of that country in the WTO multilateral trade 
negotiations. As a matter of fact, the U.S. has also adopted an inflexible stance as 
regards many of the issues that form part of the multilateral trade negotiations. In this 
connection, it was pointed out that said agenda contains trade-distorting measures, 
including subsidies, which are widely used by the U.S. and have very negative 
implications for the countries of the region. 
 
c) “Trade-related” measures – which are not considered typical trade policy 
instruments – are having and might continue to have very significant consequences 
for economic and commercial relations between Latin American and Caribbean 
countries and the United States. Special emphasis was made on those referred to the 
“Buy American” clause, which was included in the economic reactivation package, 
as well as the efforts to incorporate possible trade sanctions in the climate change bill 
under discussion in the U.S. Congress. Attention was also drawn to the initiatives 
related to sanitary and phytosanitary measures and food security and safety being 
applied by U.S. authorities, which are also a reason for concern for several countries of 
the region – particularly for small Caribbean nations. 
 
d) For those countries in the region that have negotiated free trade agreements with 
the United States, approval of such agreements is a political priority, since they are 
expected to have positive effects as a result of both the consolidation of the 
preferences as regards access to the U.S. market and the increase in investment flows. 
 

6. In addition, during the meeting, the delegates of the Member States of SELA 
underscored the following aspects:  
 

a) A new vision of the relations of Latin America and the Caribbean with the United 
States – including the expectations to promote an effective political dialogue 
between the U.S. and LAC – should associate trade and trade policy issues with the 
priorities of development with social inclusion. This is directly related to the emergence 
and consolidation of a variety of options, agreements and alliances in which many 
Latin American and Caribbean countries are participating, which are based on 
prioritizing the interests of regional development with equity and are intended to 
consolidate productive synergies, complementarity and functionality of the benefits 
that may be derived from more dynamic trade relations with social well-being. 
 
b) The delegation of the Republic of Ecuador stressed that trade relations of this 
country with the United States are a strategic priority, and attached fundamental 
importance to dialogue, cooperation and promotion of trade agreements for 
development, as well as agreements among different peoples and cultures based on 
a new system of relations. This calls for a multidimensional vision, respect for the 
particular characteristics of each country, human rights and nature rights. Similarly, the 
delegation reiterated the need to avoid retaliations or discriminatory measures and to 



Final Report of the Regional Seminar on Trade Relations                           SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/IF-10 
between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the first year of the Obama Administration 
 

 

13 
respect plurality of trade mechanisms. These considerations were supported by 
several Member States of SELA. 
 
c) According to several countries of the region, in addition to guaranteeing access to 
the U.S. market, efficient cooperation mechanisms on the part of the United States are 
required in order to support capacity building and productive transformation so as to 
take real advantage of the potential benefits derived from access of goods and 
services from our region to this important market. 
 
d) The delegates of the Member States of SELA also pointed out that strengthening 
and re-launching LAC-U.S. trade and economic relations – based on a new type of 
dialogue such as the one promised by President Obama in his speeches during the 
Summit of the Americas recently held in Trinidad and Tobago – should be 
complementary to the consolidation of the various regional cooperation and 
integration efforts undertaken by Latin American and Caribbean countries. 
 
e) In this connection, participants in the Regional Seminar took note with interest of 
the positive effects that initiatives such as PETROCARIBE have had on the well-being 
and living standards of the peoples benefited by this cooperation mechanism. 
 
f) Some delegations expressed their interest in sending the conclusions and 
recommendations stemming from this Latin American and Caribbean forum on the 
economic and commercial relations with the U.S. to decision-making bodies in charge 
of trade policy in the United States, so that U.S. authorities can take into consideration 
the priorities, visions and interests of our region’s countries. 
 
g) The delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia expounded on the background 
and the current status of its political, economic and commercial relations with the 
United States, highlighting the impositions and conditionalities that have led to their 
current deterioration. In this connection, the delegation underscored the solidarity 
and support received from the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of the Americas-
Peoples’ Trade Agreement (ALBA-TCP), which have allowed for offsetting the 
negative effects resulting from the exclusion of Bolivia from the benefits of the ATPDEA 
preferences. Nevertheless, the representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 
pointed out that his government wishes to maintain friendly relations with all the 
countries of the world, including the United States, on the basis of respect for national 
dignity and sovereignty. 
 

7. The delegates of the Member States of SELA reiterated the decisions adopted by 
the Latin American Council which evidence the existing regional consensus on the need 
for the U.S. government to put an end to the economic, commercial and financial 
blockade that it has maintained against Cuba for almost fifty years. 
 
8. The Member States of SELA expressed their effective solidarity to the government 
and the people of Chile in view of the devastation caused by the strong earthquake and 
subsequent seaquake that struck this sister nation three weeks ago. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. During the meeting, emphasis was made on the need to continue with the analysis 
on the economic and commercial relations between Latin America and the Caribbean 
and the U.S., and to evaluate the possible implications of the U.S. economic policy 
decisions on the Latin American and Caribbean nations. 
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2. In this connection, participants considered that the fundamental contributions that 
the Permanent Secretariat of SELA should make to its Member States concerning the 
economic relations between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean 
should include analyses on the following elements: 
 

a) The policy initiatives adopted by the U.S. Executive branch in various fields – fiscal, 
monetary, environmental, sectoral and security areas, among others – which could 
have important effects on the economic and commercial relations of Latin America 
and the Caribbean with that country. 
 
b) The bills related to various issues under debate or pending approval in the U.S. 
Congress, including those related to pending free trade agreements, as well as those 
which could involve the imposition of import restrictions potentially harmful to the 
economies of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
c) The positions of the U.S. government concerning the current WTO Doha Round, 
which is basically aimed at incorporating the development dimension into the 
regulations of the multilateral trade system. 
 

3. The Permanent Secretariat should continue to follow up on the aforementioned 
issues and provide the Member States of SELA with all the relevant information and 
possible proposals for action, as required by the governments of the region for their 
political decision-making process in terms of foreign economic relations. 
   
4. Whenever it is considered to be of interest for its Member States, the Permanent 
Secretariat of SELA shall hold regional seminars to review the evolution of trade and trade 
policies implemented by the United States, and its possible effects on the countries of the 
region. 
 
5. Participants thanked the Permanent Secretariat of SELA for its work, which allowed 
for conducting this important meeting, and underscored the advisability of continuing 
with similar analysis and coordination efforts, with a view to maintaining a smooth 
exchange of experiences among Latin American and Caribbean nations on the 
economic and trade relations with the United States. 
 
CLOSING SESSION 
 
The Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and Chairman of the Latin 
American Council, Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, thanked those present for their 
participation and expressed the conviction that the recommendations of the seminar will 
be very useful to guide SELA and its Member States in their trade relations with the U.S. He 
highlighted the work of speakers, whose presentations enriched the discussions, and of 
Consultant Dr. Craig VanGrasstek, as well as the interesting contribution of the United 
States Ambassador, Mr. Patrick Duddy, marking the first time an Ambassador of that 
country addresses the Member States of SELA at the headquarters of the Permanent 
Secretariat. 
 
Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, Permanent Secretary of SELA, expressed his gratitude 
and recognition to the representatives of SELA Member States and international and 
regional organizations for their participation in the seminar. He also thanked and praised 
the speakers and consultant Dr. VanGrasstek for their presentations. 
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Rivera said that the conclusions and recommendations stemming from the Seminar will be 
very useful for the activities the Permanent Secretariat will continue to conduct as regards 
this matter, and in this connection, he underscored the importance of the follow-up 
made with the publication of the SELA Antenna in the United States, which is another 
contribution to the analysis of trade relations between the U.S. and Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Finally, Rivera highlighted and thanked for participation of His Excellency, 
Ambassador of the United States in Venezuela in the seminar, pointing out that his remarks 
will be duly taken into account for future works of the organization on this matter. 
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I. BACKGROUND 
 
In March 2009, the Regional Seminar on the Economic Relations between the United 
States and Latin America and the Caribbean within the context of global crisis was held in 
the headquarters of SELA. For this event, the Permanent Secretariat drafted a base 
document titled “Aspects of the Economic and Trade Policy under the Obama 
Administration and its Implications for Latin America and the Caribbean”.   
 
According to the conclusions and recommendations agreed upon by the Member 
States’ representatives attending this seminar, the delegates recognized the need for 
SELA to continue with the analyses of the economic relations between the U.S. and LAC, 
as well as the economic policy measures that have been adopted by the U.S. 
government to face the international crisis and its potential effects on the region. At the 
same time, the Member States urged the Permanent Secretariat of SELA to continue with 
the analyses and proposals concerning the regional economic agenda with the United 
States. 
 
In view of this, during the XXXV Regular Meeting of the Latin American Council – held in 
Caracas from 27 to 29 October 2009 – the Member States of SELA approved Project III.2 
“Economic Relations between the United States and the countries of Latin America and 
the Caribbean”, included in the Work Programme for the year 2010. As part of the 
activities foreseen in said project, the Member States of SELA have been convened to 
participate in the Regional Seminar on Trade Relations between the United States and 
Latin America and the Caribbean in the first year of the Obama Administration. 
 
 
II.  OBJECTIVES 
 
1.  To conduct an analysis on the main elements of the economic policy programme of 
the administration of President Barack Obama and its probable implications for the Latin 
American and Caribbean nations. 
 
2.  To identify the main trends of the trade relations between the U.S. and LAC at 
present, as well as the main areas or sectors of interest and/or conflict for the region in the 
context of their foreign trade relations with the U.S. 
 
3.  To contribute to the exchange of information and ideas on the prospects of the 
trade relations between the U.S. and LAC and to assess the potential responses agreed 
by consensus by LAC as regards the regional economic agenda with the United States. 
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III. AGENDA 
 
 
Monday, 22 March 2010 
 
 

Morning 
 

 

8:30 am. – 9: 00 am Registration and accreditation 
 
Opening ceremony 
 
 Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 

Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and 
Chairman of the Latin American Council 

 
 Speech by His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador of the 

United States of America in Venezuela 
 

9:00 am. – 10: 30 am 

Speech by Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, Permanent 
Secretary of SELA  
 

10:30 am. – 11:00 am. Coffee break 
 

First Working Session: Presiding: His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and 
Chairman of the Latin American Council 
 
Presentation of the document drafted by the Permanent 
Secretariat of SELA titled “U.S. Trade Policy under the Obama 
Administration: Implications for SELA Member States” 

 

11:00 am. – 11:45 am. 

 Dr. Craig VanGrasstek, SELA’s consultant 
 

11:45am. – 12:00 m. Debate among representatives of the Member States of SELA 
 
Prospects of economic relations between LAC and the U.S. 
according to regional organizations 
 

12:00 m. – 1:00 pm.   

 Dr. Osvaldo Rosales, Director of the International and 
Integration Trade Division of the Executive Secretariat of 
ECLAC 

 
  Dr. Virginia Paul, Head of the Trade Policy Unit of OECS 

 
1:00 pm. – 3:00 pm. Free time for lunch  
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Afternoon 
 

 

Second Working 
Session: 

Presiding: His Excellency Jorge Alvarado, Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. of 
the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Second Vice-Chairman of the 
Latin American Council 
 
Current status and future prospects of trade relations with the U.S. 
according to some Member States of SELA (I) 
 
 Central America: Representatives of the Republic of El 

Salvador, the Republic of Panama and the Republic of 
Nicaragua 

  
 CAN: Representatives of the Republic of Colombia and the 

Plurinational State of Bolivia 
 

3:30 pm. – 6:30 pm. 

 MERCOSUR: Representatives of the Federative Republic of 
Brazil and the Eastern Republic of Uruguay 

 
 
Tuesday, 23 March 2010 
 

Morning 
 

 

Third Working Session: Presiding: His Excellency Erick Roberto Molina Sandoval, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Guatemala, First Vice-Chairman 
of the Latin American Council 
 
Current status and future prospects of trade relations with the U.S. 
according to some Member States of SELA (II) 
 
 ALBA: Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 
 

9:00 am.  – 10:00 am.    

 CARICOM: Representatives of Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago  

 
10:00 am. – 10:30 am. Debate among representatives of the Member States of SELA 

 
10:30 am. – 11:00 am. Coffee break 

 
Free trade agreements among the U.S. and LAC countries 
 

11:00 am. – 11:30 am.      

 TLCAN: Representative of the government of the United 
Mexican States 

 TLC CHILE-EUA: Representative of the government of 
Republic of Chile 

 
11:30 am. – 11:45 m. Debate among representatives of the Member States of SELA 

 
11:45 am. – 12:15 m. Conclusions and recommendations 
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Closing session 
 
 
 Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 

Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and 
Chairman of the Latin American Council 

12:15 m. – 12:30 pm. 

 Speech by Ambassador José Rivera Banuet, Permanent 
Secretary of SELA 

12:30 pm. – 2:00 pm. Cocktail 
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A N N E X  I I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech by His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, 
Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
and Chairman of the Latin American Council of SELA, 

at the Opening ceremony 
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Permanent Secretary of SELA, Ambassador José Rivera Banuet;  
 
Ambassador of the United States of America to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, 
Ambassador Patrick Duddy;  
 
Ambassadors of SELA Member States;  
 
Members of delegations; 
 
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 
 
First of all, I take this opportunity to express, on behalf of all delegations, our deepest 

sympathies to the Government and people of Chile for the disastrous loss of life, the 
severe injuries, and the heavy infrastructural damage caused by the recent earthquake 
and its aftermath. We do hope that the Chilean nation will be able to overcome this 
tragedy. The Government and people of Chile can surely count on the solidarity and 
good will of this region for moral as well as tangible support. I ask the members of the 
Chilean delegation to convey this expression of sympathy to their Government.  

 
As we pay heed to the tragedies and travails of Chile, and also of Haiti, we meet over 

the next two days at this regional seminar to consider the trade relations between the US 
and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) in the period of the new administration of 
President Barack Obama. 

 
The fact that we see this topic as being of great importance registers the significance 

of trade relations between the US and LAC. This seminar aims to conduct an analysis on 
the main elements of the economic policy programme of the Obama administration and 
the probable implications for the Latin American and Caribbean nations. At the same 
time it hopes to identify the main trends of the trade relations between the US and LAC.  

 
We are indeed honoured with the presence of Ambassador Duddy who will certainly 

contribute immensely with the exchange of information and ideas on the prospects of 
trade relations between the US and LAC. I am sure that the subsequent discussions will aid 
in assessing the potential responses agreed by LAC with respect to the regional economic 
agenda with the US.  

 
I think that one of the main questions passing through our minds is this: Has there been 

any significant change, positive or negative, in US trade policies since the beginning of 
the Obama presidency? 

 
We will also hear the views on this and other trade issues from sub-regional groups 

such as Central America, CARICOM, the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, 
Mercosur and the Andean countries, while representatives if Mexico and Chile will present 
their perspectives of free trade with the United States. We also look forward to hear the 
opinions of the Permanent Secretary of SELA and the executive secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean on this topic of vital concern 
to the entire region. And, surely, the opinions of the representatives of member states of 
SELA are essential to this exercise. 

 
As we are all aware, the US is the most important trading partner of all the LAC states. 

While, overall, the balance of trade may not favour all the countries of the region, it is 
significant to note that the huge amounts of imports from the US generate millions of jobs 
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for Americans and influence the growth and recovery of the American economy, which 
in turn should generate a positive influence on the economies of LAC. 

 
No doubt, the LAC countries want greater and easier access to the American market 

for their primary and manufactured products. 
 
Since I represent a member state of CARICOM, allow me to speak briefly from the 

CARICOM perspective on this issue.   
 
CARICOM countries, at the recent conference of Heads of States and Governments in 

Dominica, expressed strong support for the initiative in the US Senate to propose a bill for 
extension of the Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act, primarily to facilitate continued 
exports of apparel by Haiti to the US market. The conference appreciated that the 
extension, if approved, would also apply to all eligible CARICOM countries.  

 
That forum also agreed that the US trade agenda should be kept under close review, 

taking into account CARICOM’s engagement with the Obama administration and 
Congress in the context of securing expansion of Caribbean Basin Economic 
Recovery Act to include services and the conclusion of a CARICOM-US trade and 
investment framework agreement.  

 
Some uncertainty in CARICOM-US trade relations was removed on March 24, 2009 

when the World Trade Organisation (WTO) approved the long standing waiver request 
from the US on the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act. The approval of the waiver, 
which will remain valid until 2014, provides the legal authorisation for CARICOM to export 
certain goods to the US duty free. 

 
 The approval of the waiver is, therefore, a positive development in US-Caribbean 

trade relations. The achievement is linked notably to some level of compromise reached 
between the US and Paraguay, whose objections to the waiver related to concerns 
about unfair competition to its local producers because of the US unilateral preferential 
trade regimes with the Caribbean, and other countries. 

 
While this waiver has been a positive advance, CARICOM countries are also lobbying 

for the US to broaden the categories of CARICOM products eligible for preferential 
access to its markets. The sub-region points to the fact that its services sector is growing 
very fast, contributing more than 60 percent of the economic output, and feels that this 
sector should be specially considered in any future CARICOM-US trade relations.  

 
At the same time, any new and enhanced trading relationship between CARICOM 

and the US should take into account the differences in the level of development between 
the two parties and also among CARICOM countries themselves. 

 
Undoubtedly, the sub-region needs capacity-building assistance to allow regional 

industries to capitalise on export opportunities. The US can be supportive by providing 
training and technical assistance to address sanitary and phytosanitary requirements and 
other technical regulations and standards applied by the US.  

 
Having said something from the CARICOM perspective, I want to mention another 

matter which is of a much larger and significant scale. This is about the US-Brazilian trade 
dispute for which the LAC region wants President Obama to help find a quick resolution. 
Recently, there was a media report indicating that Brazil would impose tariffs on imported 
American cosmetics, appliances and cars worth nearly US$600 million to counter what the 
WTO ruled were unfair US cotton subsidies. In announcing the higher tariffs on US luxury 



Final Report of the Regional Seminar on Trade Relations                           SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/IF-10 
between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean 
in the first year of the Obama Administration 
 

 

29 
goods, Brazil said it may also apply penalties of more than US$200 million in the intellectual 
property and services sectors. 

 
We hope that the there can be a quick settlement to this current trade dispute which 

has stalled WTO talks for some time now, and we surely do not want to see any side 
pursuing a policy of trade retaliation. 

 
We do look forward to hearing the viewpoints of participants on this trade dispute 

issue in the course of this regional seminar. 
 

Thank you. 
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Permanent Secretary of SELA, Ambassador José Rivera Banuet; 
 
Ambassadors of SELA Member States; 
 
Members of delegations; 
 
Ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Good morning. Let me begin by thanking the Permanent Secretary José Rivera Banuet 
and the Director Antonio Romero for inviting me to address you today. SELA does an 
important job in promoting cooperation and integration among the countries of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, and the United States always welcomes the opportunity to 
support SELA in its efforts to determine common challenges in our hemisphere. On a more 
personal note, I had the pleasure of working in many of the countries gathering here, 
including Bolivia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Chile, Dominican Republic, Paraguay, Panama and 
Venezuela, and speaking before this audience I remember how much I enjoyed the 
diversity and richness of Latin America and the Caribbean throughout my diplomatic 
career. The topic I present here today, the United States’ Trade Policy toward Latin 
America and the Caribbean, is extremely important for our collective future. 
 
If there is a word that describes the economic approach of the Obama Administration to 
Latin America and the Caribbean, this word is "partnership", which means association or 
alliance. The Obama Administration is committed to an economic alliance with Latin 
America and the Caribbean to create prosperity and fight inequality. President Obama 
used the word "partnership" (alliance) seven times during his speech at the 5th Summit of 
the Americas. The President told the summit: "My Administration is committed to the 
promise of a new day. We will renew and sustain a broader partnership between the 
United States and the hemisphere on behalf of our common prosperity and our common 
security." Today, I would like to talk about the commitment of the Obama Administration 
with Latin America and the Caribbean, a partnership based on mutual respect, common 
interests and shared values. 
 
But, before proceeding, it would be useful to mention some background of the nature of 
our economic relations. Our hemisphere is characterized by a growing economic 
interdependence. The United States is the largest trading partner in the region. In 2009, 
trade with Latin America set a new record, reaching US$ 523.5 billion. U.S. direct 
investment in Latin America totalled US$ 398 billion, accounting for 13 percent of all U.S. 
investment abroad. In the Americas there are three of our four largest oil suppliers, while 
Trinidad and Tobago is our largest supplier of natural gas. In short, our economies are 
interconnected, they are united. 
 
Building on our business relationship is of the utmost significance for the Obama 
Administration to create a new alliance. But the initiatives of the Obama Administration 
are also aimed at going beyond trade and extending the benefits of economic growth 
and increasing cooperation in energy security and climate change. Today I would like to 
talk about the five pillars of the alliance of the Obama Administration with Latin America 
and the Caribbean: Free Trade Agreements, the trade preference programme, the 
Pathways to Prosperity initiative, the Inter-American Social Protection Network and the 
Alliance of the Americas for Energy and Climate. These five pillars not only support trade, 
but also a sustainable and inclusive economic growth. 
 
The Obama Administration believes that free trade is essential to promote economic 
growth, reducing inequality and building security. Beyond increasing bilateral trade, trade 
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agreements have the potential to transform our countries, requiring greater commitment 
to transparency, legal security and economic reforms. These provide greater protection 
to intellectual property rights for investors, workers and the environment. 
 
Since 1994, the United States has implemented nine free trade agreements. In the 
Americas, these include the NAFTA with Canada and Mexico, the CAFTA-DR with the 
Dominican Republic and five Central American countries, and bilateral agreements with 
Chile and Peru. Thanks to NAFTA, U.S. trade with Canada and Mexico, about US$ 735.2 
billion in 2009, now exceeds U.S. trade with China, Japan, Germany and the UK as a 
whole. 
 
In 2004, the United States signed the Free Trade Agreement among the Dominican 
Republic, Central America and the U.S. With nearly US$ 40 billion traded annually, the 
CAFTA-DR represents our third export market in Latin America, behind Mexico and Brazil 
only. The CAFTA-DR has contributed significantly to earnings in foreign investment in the 
region. Foreign direct investment of the United States in the member countries of the 
CAFTA-DR reached US$ 8.5 billion, up 39.4 percent compared to 2007. 
 
There is extensive evidence of the positive impact of the CAFTA-DR after a few years of 
implementation. Non-traditional exports from El Salvador (everything except for sugar, 
coffee, shrimp and maquilas) to the United States grew significantly from 2006 to 2008. 
Exports of traditional food products have particularly expanded under the CAFTA-DR. The 
United States has provided extensive assistance for the development of trading 
capacities to support the creation of sanitary and phytosanitary systems of our allies and 
help regional producers to meet quality and regulatory standards of the United States. As 
one of these results, the rapid increase in production and export of green pepper from 
Honduras has created over 1000 formal jobs in the country. Centres for protection of 
workers' rights and the U.S. have decided to provide assistance for the development of 
job skills in each of the member countries of the CAFTA-DR. These centres offer 
recommendations to workers about their rights under national labour laws and legal 
assistance. The CAFTA-DR has also given a boost to the modernization of the regulatory 
system in Guatemala, and important areas of the economy have opened up to 
international competition; as a result, the ability of Guatemala to participate and 
compete successfully in global markets has significantly improved. 
 
The United States has also signed bilateral agreements with Chile and Peru, which came 
into effect in 2004 and 2009, respectively. The Free Trade Agreement between the United 
States and Chile immediately eliminated tariffs on 87 percent of bilateral trade and will 
establish a tariff-free trade for all products within up to 12 years. In 2009, trade between 
the United States and Chile reached US$ 15.4 billion, up 141 percent compared to the 
level of bilateral trade since the agreement came into effect; U.S. imports from Chile grew 
from US$ 3.71 billion in 2003 to US$ 6 billion in 2009, up 61 percent. The trade promotion 
agreement between the United States and Peru will also result in a significant liberalization 
of trade in goods and services while promoting cooperation in customs administration, 
investment in services, intellectual property rights, environment and labour protection. 
 
In addition to these agreements, free trade agreements with Panama and Colombia 
await congressional approval. President Obama has instructed the Trade Representative 
of the United States to find a way to consider the remaining issues that affect these 
agreements. 
 
Both Panama and Colombia are major markets for our products: U.S. exports to Panama 
grew by 102 percent from 2005 to 2009, reaching US$ 4.9 billion in 2009; exports to 
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Colombia totalled US$ 9.5 billion in the same year. Colombian producers are already 
receiving very low tax or zero tariff rates to access the U.S. market through the Andean 
Trade Preferences Act, although some U.S. products do not receive the same treatment 
when they enter the Colombian market. Open markets have not only promoted growth 
and reduced poverty in Colombia. In recent years, Colombia has also taken steps to fight 
against corruption and increase transparency and legal security. Continued U.S. 
assistance and approval of the US-Colombia FTA could further boost the economic 
activity and create new job opportunities in the formal sector. 
 
Free Trade Agreements are essential to create prosperity, but trade also reduces 
inequality both across nations and within them. The Obama Administration is committed 
to using trade policy to reduce poverty. That's why the U.S. has established tariff 
preferences programmes to generate an economic and development opportunity in the 
poorest countries. Tariff preference agreements help developing nations to further reduce 
their tariffs and increase free trade towards our markets. Preferences programmes are 
unilateral, offering access to the U.S. market with a view to providing developing countries 
with development opportunities. 
 
In 2002, the United States implemented the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug 
Eradication Act (ATPDEA) to help Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru in their fight 
against drug production and trafficking by expanding their economic options. This act 
renewed and expanded free trade treatment to certain products under the Andean 
Trade Preference Act (ATPA). 
 
The renewal of the ATPA has yielded some impressive results. In 2009, trade reached 
US$ 38 billion. During the last five years, U.S. imports from these four countries increased by 
37 percent, while U.S. exports have grown by 121 percent. It is important to note that, 
although Bolivia is already out of the program, their products still have free access 
through the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP). 
 
The Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) supports the economic development of our countries 
in Central America and the Caribbean to give the 18 beneficiary countries free access to 
the U.S. market. At the Summit of the Americas, President Obama announced an 
investment of US$ 45 million for the Caribbean Basin Security Initiative (CBSI) to reduce 
illegal trafficking, progress in public safety and promote social justice. The CBSI focuses not 
only on traditional security concerns, such as counternarcotics, but also in development 
by offering economic and educational opportunities for youth at risk. 
 
While Free Trade Agreements and Trade Preference Programmes are essential for 
economic growth, there are a number of other instruments through which we have 
strengthened and solidified our economic ties and trade with other countries. For 
example, we have the Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs), the Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreements (TIFAs) and the Trade and Investment Councils (TICs). We also 
have a successful economic dialogue with Brazil. 
 
The Obama Administration is committed to using trade to increase social equality within 
countries. Through the Pathways to Prosperity in the Americas initiative, the United States is 
working with 14 countries to promote inclusive prosperity and social justice in the 
Americas. The member countries of Pathways to Prosperity include Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, U.S. and Uruguay. Participation is open to all countries that 
share our commitment to democracy and free market. 
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The Pathways to Prosperity initiative provides us with a space for policy dialogue and 
exchange of best practices to ensure that the benefits of growth and globalization are 
widely and equitably shared within our societies. We are committed to working together 
in order to promote economic opportunities for all: women, vulnerable populations and 
small producers and businesses that have been ignored. 
 
For example, we know from anecdotal experiences and academic studies that 
empowerment and income for women creates a ripple effect throughout local 
communities, having a positive effect on society. Last October, the State Department 
held a conference on the Pathways to Prosperity initiatives on women and 
empowerment. For three days, this event brought together a diverse group of 70 women, 
with or without entrepreneurial experience, in a discussion on the value of women 
entrepreneurs in promoting sustainable growth. Each participant was accompanied by 
an experienced and well-established entrepreneur. These participants have applied the 
knowledge gained during the conference and the advice of their mentors to expand 
production, improve marketing efforts and develop more robust business plans. We 
already have success stories as regards this programme. 
 
During the third Ministerial Summit on the Pathways to Prosperity initiative, held in San Jose 
on 4 March, the U.S. announced three new programmes: one to share our experience in 
giving services to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises through public-private 
partnerships; another to promote best practices for the modernization of customs 
procedures to improve efficiency and reduce costs, and a third one to provide assistance 
to small businesses in their efforts to make their production processes "green" 
(environmentally compatible) to reduce the amount of water, energy and raw materials 
they use. 
 
In the coming months, the U.S. and its partner countries organize exchanges and working 
tables on several topics, such as the modernization of the credit rules to improve access 
of small and medium-sized enterprises and producers, linking rural enterprises and small 
producers with regional markets and improving working conditions for workers in the 
informal sector. This is the essence of the Pathways to Prosperity initiative: to create 
partnerships among countries and individuals so that we can learn from each other. 
 
The Inter-American Social Protection Network is another alliance with the countries in the 
hemisphere that are struggling against poverty and social exclusion. Adopted at the first 
meeting of Ministers of Social Development of the OAS and endorsed by the leaders of 
the Summit of the Americas, the Inter-American Social Protection Network was promoted 
and announced by Secretary Clinton, President Bachelet, President Uribe and Mayor 
Bloomberg in New York City last September. The network is a dynamic forum where 
governments, international institutions, NGOs and the private sector may exchange ideas 
and strategies to reduce social inequality. As Secretary Clinton said at the opening of the 
network, democracy must deliver: democratic governance and free markets to get our 
people out of poverty, reduce the income gap between rich and poor, and end social 
exclusion and marginalization stifling economic growth. 
 
The network has already achieved success. The United States has provided resources for 
the Organization of American States to launch the network and facilitate the exchange 
of information and technical training. Chile is working with seven Caribbean countries to 
develop and enhance social protection programmes based on its Conditional Cash 
Transfer (CCT) - "Bridge" programme. New York City based its CCT "Opportunity NYC" pilot 
programme on the Mexico’s "Oportunidades" programme. The U.S. assistance also 
contributes to improving the conditional cash transfer programmes in Central America, 
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supporting the coverage expansion to nearly 15,000 additional families in El Salvador. We 
hope that all members of SELA – and the U.S. – use this partnership to promote mutual 
understanding and fight against poverty and inequality in our communities. 
 
There is perhaps no greater challenge – or greater opportunity for partnership and 
cooperation – than the interlinked issues of energy security and climate change. To deal 
with these challenges, President Obama proposed at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in 
April 2009 the Energy and Climate Partnership of the Americas (ECPA). Its vision is that all 
countries in the Western Hemisphere join efforts to accelerate the development and 
implementation of clean energies, reduce the misuse of energy by sharing best practices, 
promote investment, advance in energy security and cooperate in research, 
development and implementation of technologies. This alliance aims at being a flexible 
and open framework to focus on energy efficiency, renewable energy, clean fossil fuels 
and energy infrastructure, while considering the issue of energy poverty or lack of access 
to energy by sectors of the population. 
 
A number of initiatives are already underway. These include: 
 

 Low Carbon Communities programme, launched by the Department of Energy to 
assist the governments of Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Peru and 
the Caribbean in developing programmes and policies for energy conversion; 

 An initiative led by Brazil to promote sustainable urban development, focusing on 
the poor; 

 An initiative proposed by Colombia to promote a better cross-border electrical 
interconnection, or only with Colombia's Andean neighbours, but also extendable 
to Chile and Panama (I would add that this is an area that could help the whole 
region work better with the types of electricity rationing we are experiencing due 
to drought); 

 Clean energy technology centres, including a regional Energy Efficiency Centre 
led by Peru, a Wind Energy Research Centre supported by Mexico, a Renewable 
Energy Centre in Chile, an Energy Efficiency Centre in Costa Rica, a Biomass 
Centre in Brazil and a Geothermal Centre in El Salvador with the support of the IDB 
and the Department of Energy of the United States; 

 Additionally, the Agency for Trade and Development is sponsoring six visits to the 
U.S. of a group of energy officials from Latin America and the Caribbean to review 
clean energy technologies. 

 
The Secretary of Energy, Steven Chu, has invited the Ministers of Energy in the hemisphere 
to meet in Washington on 15 and 16 April to discuss the next steps in this Alliance. The 
Inter-American Development Bank and the Organization of American States will also 
organize several meetings, and we anticipate that a series of new initiatives will be 
announced in this Ministerial summit. 
 
The initiatives I have described are all a part of the support of the Obama Administration 
to sustainable and inclusive development and economic growth within and across 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. There is a unifying topic in all these 
examples: We can create prosperity and reduce inequality when our governments 
establish partnerships based on mutual respect, common interests and shared values. 
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The Obama Administration will continue to search additional opportunities for 
cooperation to meet the common challenges in our hemisphere. As President Obama 
said at the Summit of the Americas: "The United States will be there as a friend and a 
partner, because our futures are inextricably bound to the future of the people of the 
entire hemisphere". 
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His Excellency Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of the Cooperative Republic 
of Guyana and Chairman of the Latin American Council of SELA; 
 
Distinguished Ambassadors and Delegates of the Member States of SELA; 
 
His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador of the United States of America;  
 
Representatives of the Executive Secretariat of the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) and the General Secretariat of the Organization of 
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS),  
 
Ladies and gentlemen: 
 
 
I warmly welcome you to the headquarters of the Permanent Secretariat of SELA on the 
occasion of conducting this Regional Seminar on Trade Relations between the United 
States and Latin America and the Caribbean in the first year of the Barack Obama 
Administration. 
 
We very much appreciate the presence at this opening session of Mr Patrick Duddy, 
Ambassador of the United States of America, whose comments will be of particular 
interest for the discussions to take place among our Member States. 
 
This activity is included in the work programme of our organization, agreed by consensus 
of its Member States, through decision adopted at the last Regular Meeting of the Latin 
American Council. 
 
Furthermore, it is based on the conclusions of the “Regional Seminar on the Economic 
Relations between the United States and Latin America and the Caribbean within the 
context of Global Crisis," held a year ago at the same headquarters. 
 
At that time, our countries recognized the need for SELA to maintain an ongoing analysis 
on the economic relations between the U.S. and our region, particularly in the context of 
the global economic crisis and the economic measures of the U.S. government to 
overcome this crisis. 
 
At the same time, participants reiterated the interest that SELA continue to develop 
studies and proposals on the regional economic agenda with the United States. 
 
We recognized in our seminar last year that, in an effort to help Latin America and the 
Caribbean, the United States would have to reverse the crisis so that its impact does not 
continue to affect our countries, considering that trade is the main economic instrument 
through which the United States is linked with its partners in the region. 
 
In this connection, there have been positive signs, with the different forecasts for this year 
indicating that the U.S. will have a positive economic growth of 1.5% compared to the 
contraction reported in 2009. 
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Today we will make an analysis on various elements that have characterized the 
evolution of trade policy and related measures taken by the Obama Administration and 
their likely implications for the nations of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
Similarly, this seminar is aimed at identifying current trends in hemispheric trade relations, 
as well as the main areas or sectors of concern and conflict for the region within these 
trade relations. 
 
It is important to strengthen the analysis among Latin American and Caribbean countries 
about the most relevant areas of their trade relations with the United States, considering 
that this is the most important partner for many Member States of SELA. 
  
As contribution to the debates to take place in this event, the Permanent Secretariat 
prepared a document that highlights the strong impact of recession – since it started in 
2007 – on trade flows with the United States. 
 
This impact is evidenced in the decrease of U.S. imports from the Member States of SELA, 
which fell by 24.1% in 2009 compared to 2008. 
 
Although this decline in trade is not considered the result of a wave of protectionism, it 
must be borne in mind that the U.S. Administration has taken some measures to restrict 
access to the U.S. market. 
 
In the same document, it is stated that although the trade policy has been a low priority 
for the Obama Administration, some initiatives adopted in other areas have – or could 
have – indirect effects on trade. 
 
These initiatives include the provisions of the "Buy American" clause of the economic 
stimulus package and the possible imposition of import restrictions as part of the bill on 
climate change under discussion in the U.S. Congress. 
 
Undoubtedly, the above-mentioned issues and the prospects for resuming the Doha 
Round of the World Trade Organization (WTO), which aims at including the development 
dimension in the rules of the multilateral trading system, are topics of high priority for our 
countries. 
 
The debate on trade policy and trade relations with the United States, as well as their 
implications for the multilateral trading system, is of the utmost significance for our 
Member States, as it could have effects on national development strategies, modalities of 
international insertion and cooperation and integration mechanisms that are developed.  
 
The challenge for SELA is precisely to harmonize the different perspectives in its space, 
facilitating the exchange of experiences among countries and contributing to the design 
of regional initiatives to move towards an active international integration of our countries 
and the strengthening of economic development strategies with social inclusion. 
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Expectations of economic growth for our region look more favourable at the beginning of 
this year, with our countries having to continue with appropriate monetary and fiscal 
incentives to stimulate the economy with public spending and alleviate poverty and 
backwardness in welfare policies with the intensification of social programmes and 
projects. 
 
These expectations will be reinforced with actions to promote trade development in our 
countries. 
 
In this connection, in Latin America and the Caribbean, we strive to have an increasingly 
equitable and fair trade among us as a way to strengthen our position in relation to the 
U.S. 
 
The elements of an agenda for inter-American trade relations are extensive. 
 
First, common approaches should be accomplished at the hemispheric level to resume 
the Doha Round. 
 
Secondly, unresolved matters should be concluded, such as the adoption of free trade 
agreements already negotiated with countries in the region and the identification of new 
initiatives that could be used to promote hemispheric free trade. 
 
No less important is the decision to finally end the blockade against Cuba, which would 
mark the beginning of a new hemispheric relationship. 
 
We consider it essential to continue analyzing trade relations between the United States 
and our region, as well as to assess the potential implications that economic policy 
decisions taken by this country might have on the nations of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. 
 
This analysis should include the economic policy initiatives taken by the Executive Branch 
of the United States in various areas that could have important effects on economic and 
trade relations with that country. 
 
It should also include bills on various topics that are discussed and approved in the U.S. 
legislature and could have an effect on imports from our region. 
 
The bases and size of a bi-regional agenda on trade and in the context of a shared 
agenda should be based on a more human and social dimension, considering that Latin 
America and the Caribbean report about 190 million people living in poverty. 
 
In the hope that the discussions to take place in this seminar will be very useful, I wish you 
the greatest success in the works to be done in this regional seminar we open today. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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E-mail: 
gustavo.guzman@cancilleria.gov.co 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Secretaría Permanente del SELA     Relaciones Extrarregionales 

48 
 
Roberto Cajamarca Gómez 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Colombia  
2nda. Avenida de Campo Alegre 
c/ Av. Fco. de Miranda, Torre Credival, 
Piso 11, Urbanización Campo Alegre 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)263-0794 
Fax: (58-212) 263-8974 // 261-1358 
E-mail: 
colombia@embcolvenezuela.com 
 
CUBA 
 
Marcos Nieto 
Economic Counsellor 
Embassy of Cuba  
Calle Roraima entre Río de Janeiro y 
Choroní, Quinta Marina,  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0416) 626-0720 
Telefax: (58-212) 993- 5646 
E-mail: 
Counsellornieto@embajadacuba.com.ve 
 
Manuel Pérez 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Cuba 
Calle Roraima, Esq. Avda. Río de Janeiro 
y Choroní, Qta. Marina, 
Urbanización Chuao,  
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 991-6661/2911/5479 
Fax: (58-212) 993-5695 
E-mail: perezherreramanuel@yahoo.es 
 
Pavel Gutiérrez Borroto 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Cuba 
Calle Roraima, Esq. Avda. Río de Janeiro 
y Choroní , Qta. Marina, 
Urbanización Chuao,  
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 993-5447 
Fax: (58-212) 993-5695 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ECUADOR 
 
Ramón Torres Galarza 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Ecuador  
Av. Principal de La Castellana con 2nda. 
Transversal, Edif. BANCARACAS, Piso 8, 
Of. 805, Urbanización La Castellana 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 265-0801 
Fax: (58-212) 265-2510  
E-mail:  ramontorres2009@hotmail.com 
 
Gabriela Carrillo Fraga 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Ecuador 
Av. Principal de La Castellana con 2nda. 
Transv. Edif. BANCARACAS, Piso 8, Of. 805 
Urbanización La Castellana 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 265-0801 
Cell phone: (0414) 204-1940 
Fax:(58-212) 264-6917 
E-mail:  gcarrillo@mmrree.gov.ec 
              eecuvenezuela@mmrree.gov.ec 
 
EL SALVADOR  
 
Takayoshi José Yamagiwa 
Manager of Economic and Trade 
Analysis 
Economic Intelligence Unit, 
Ministry of Economy of El Salvador 
Centro de Gobierno, Edificio C-2, Nivel 2 
San Salvador 
Tel: (503) 2231-5754 
Fax: (503) 2221-4771 
E-mail: tyamagiwa@minec.gob.sv 
 
GUATEMALA 
 
Erick Molina Sandoval 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Guatemala  
Avenida Francisco de Miranda,  
Torre Dosza, 1° piso, Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-5247/ 954-0146 
Fax: (58-212) 954-0051 
E-mail:emolina@minex.gob.gt 
embaguat@cantv.net; 
embvenezuela@minex.gob.gt 
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Juan Fernando Valey 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Guatemala 
Avda. Francisco de Miranda, Torre 
DOZSA, Piso 1, Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-5247 
954-0146/954-0831 
Fax: (58-212)954-0051 
E-mail: jvaley@minex.gob.gt 
 
GUYANA 
 
Mohammed Ali Odeen Ishmael 
Ambassador  
Embassy of Guyana  
Quinta Roraima, Avenida El Paseo 
Urbanización Prados del Este 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 977-1158 
Fax: (58-212) 976-3765 
E-mail: embguy@cantv.net 
 
Roxanne Vandeyar 
Executive Officer 
Embassy of Guyana 
Quinta Roraima, Avenida El Paseo 
Urbanización Prados del Este 
Tel: (58-212) 977-1158 
Fax: (58-212) 976-3765 
E-mail: embguy@cantv.net 
 
HAITI 
 
Christian Toussaint 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Haiti 
Avenida Las Rosas, Quinta Flor N° 59 
Urbanización San Rafael de La Florida 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 730-1735 / 7220 
Cell phone: (0426) 768-8489 
Fax: (58-212) 730-4605 
E-mail: christoujfr@yahoo.fr 
 
Naomie Saint Cyr 
Commercial Attaché 
Embassy of Haití 
Avenida Las Rosas, Quinta Flor N° 59 
Urbanización San Rafael de La Florida 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 730-1735 / 7220 
Fax: (58-212) 730-4605 
E-mail: bellenao@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

JAMAICA 
 
Paul Harker 
Ambassador  
Director of Bilateral Relations 
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Trade 
Kingston 
Tel: (001 876) 926 4220/8 Ext. 3210 
E-mail: paul.harker@mfaft.gov.jm;   
pgfmh@yahoo.com 
 
MEXICO 
 
Carlos Pujalte Piñeiro 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Mexico  
Calle Guaicaipuro, Edificio FORUM, Piso 5 
Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-3850 
Fax: (58-212) 952-3003 
E-mail: cpujalte@embamex.com.ve 
 
Nayeli Damián 
Third Secretary 
Embassy of Mexico  
Edificio FORUM, Piso 5 
Urbanización El Rosal 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 952-5777 
Fax: (58-212) 953-8832 
E-mail: ndamian@embamex.com.ve 
 
NICARAGUA 
 
Ramón Leets Castillo 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Nicaragua  
Av. El Paseo, Qta. Doña Dilia 
Urbanización Prados del Este 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 977-3270 / 3289 
Fax: (58-212) 977-3973 
E-mail: embanic@cantv.net 
 
PANAMA 
 
Melissa Davis Abrego 
General Director of International 
Economic Relations 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
San Felipe calle 3 Palacio Bolívar 
Edificio 26 Panamá 4  
Panama 
Tel: (507) 511.4264  
Fax: (507) 511-4022  
E-mail: mdavis@mire.gob.pa 
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Yolanda Alemán De Baccarani 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Panama  
Centro Profesional Eurobuilding 
Piso 8, Oficina 8-D  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-9182 // 9093 
Fax: (58-212) 992-8421 
E-mail: aleman09@cantv.net 
embapanama.venezuela@mire.gob.pa 
 
Jaime Serrano 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Panama 
Centro Profesional Eurobuilding 
Piso 8, Oficina 8-D  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-9182 // 9093 
Cell phone: (0412) 571-8595 
Fax: (58-212) 992-8421 
E-mail: jaimeserrano46@hotmail.com 
embapanama.venezuela@mire.gob.pa 
 
María Rosa Salazar 
Attaché 
Embassy of Panama 
Centro Profesional Eurobuilding 
Piso 8, Oficina 8-D  
Urbanización Chuao 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992- 9093 
Fax: (58-212) 992-8421 
E-mail: maria_rosa_29@hotmail.com 
 
PARAGUAY 
 
Miguel Angel Romero Alvarez 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Embassy of Paraguay  
4ta. Avenida entre 7ma. y 8va. 
Transversal, Qta. Helechales N° 4204 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Telefax: (58-212) 263-2559 // 267-5543 
E-mail: mromero@mre.gov.py 
embaparven@cantv.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERU 
 
José Emilio Romero Cevallos 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Peru 
Av. San Juan Bosco con 2nda. 
Transversal, Edificio San Juan, Piso 5 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 264-0868 
Fax: (58-212) 265-7592 
E-mail: Ambassadorperu@cantv.net 
 
Augusto Salamanca Castro 
Counsellor Minister 
Embassy of Peru 
Av. San Juan Bosco con 2nda. 
Transversal, Edificio San Juan, Piso 5 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 264-0868 
Fax: (58-212) 265-7592 
E-mail: asalamanca@cantv.net 
 
Victor Altamirano 
First Secretary 
Embassy of Peru 
Av. San Juan Bosco con 2nda Transversal 
Edificio San Juan, Piso 5 
Urbanización Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 264-1420 
Fax: (58-212) 264-1420 
E-mail: valtamirano@rree.gob.pe 
 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
 
Ordell Barman 
Consul 
Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago 
3ª Av. entre 6ta. y 7ma. Transversal 
Quinta Poshika 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 261-3748/5796 
Fax: (58-212) 261-9801 
E-mail: ordell.barman@gmail.com 
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URUGUAY 
 
Gonzalo Koncke 
Minister of Foreign Service 
General Direction of Economic Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs  
Colonia 1206 
Montevideo 
Tel: (598-2) 9966-4676 (direct line) /  
902 10 10 (central) Ext. 2222 
Fax: (00 598 2) 902-2215 
Email: gonzalokonche@hotmail.com 
 
Manuel Etchevarren 
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i. 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Uruguay  
4ta. Avenida de los Palos Grandes 
Edificio Seguros Altamira, Piso 4, Oficinas 
D y E, Los Palos Grandes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 286-6604 / 285-1648 
Fax: (58-212) 286-6777 
E-mail: uruvene@cantv.net 
 
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 
 
Yaneth Arocha 
Director 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs  
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE, Piso 8 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0412) 810-3085 
E-mail: yanetharocha@gmail.com 
 
Wendy C. Viteri P. 
Third Secretary 
Coordinator of North American Division 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs  
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0414) 151-3964 
E-mail: wviteri@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marie Angeles Borregales Ch. 
Coordinator of Bilateral Relations 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs  
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 806-4585 
E-mail: borregales@jhotmail.com 
 
Yamilé Guerra 
Third Secretary 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 806-4787 
Fax: (58-212)806-4786 
E-mail: yamibo@gmail.com 
Web Site: www.mre.gob.ve 
 
José Alejandro Rodríguez 
Third Secretary 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 806-4354 
Fax: (58-212)806-4355 
E-mail: 
rodriguezsandoval.jose@gmail.com 
Web Site: www.mre.gob.ve 
 
Moises Chávez Leal 
Third Secretary 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0416) 311-7563 
E-mail: mchavez.ve@gmail.com 
Web Site: www.mre.gob.ve 
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Violeta Fonseca 
First Secretary 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 806-4354 
Fax: (58-212) 806-4355 
E-mail: vifosa2002@hotmail.com 
 
Betzabeth Borrego Bermúdez 
International Consultant 
People’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs  
Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Carmelitas 
Torre MRE 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 806-4585 
E-mail: 
betzabeth.borrego197@mppre.gob.ve 

Jumersi La Rosa 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Trade 
People’s Ministry for Trade 
Torre Oeste, Piso 13, Parque Central  
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 509-6573 
E-mail: j.larosa@mincomercio.gob.ve 
 
Diana Arteaga 
Analyst 
People’s Ministry for Trade 
Torre Oeste, Piso 13, Parque Central  
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0414) 289-6259 
E-mail: dianaucv@gmail.com 

 
 

NON-MEMBER STATES OF SELA 
UNITED STATES 

 
Patrick Duddy 
Ambassador of the United States 
Calle F con Calle Suapure,  
Urb. Colinas de Valle Arriba 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 975 64 11/ 907 83 60 
Fax: (58-212) 975 67 10/ 907 80 34 
 
Darnall C. Steuart 
Economic Affairs Adviser 
Embassy of the United States  
Calle F con Calle Suapure,  
Urb. Colinas de Valle Arriba 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 907-8412 
Fax: (58-212) 907-8033 
E-mail:  steuartdc@state.gov 
 
Manuel Lander 
Economic Adviser 
Embassy of the United States  
Calle F con Calle Suapure,  
Urb. Colinas de Valle Arriba 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 907-8442 
Fax: (58-212) 907-8291 
E-mail: landermt@state.gov 
 
 
 

Maxwell J. Hamilton,  
Economic Affairs Officer 
Embassy of the United States  
Calle F con Calle Suapure,  
Urb. Colinas de Valle Arriba 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 907-8412 
Fax: (58-212) 975-8971- 
E-mail: hamiltonmj@state.gov 
 
Robin Holzhauer 
Head of the Information Office 
Embassy of the United States  
Calle F con Calle Suapure,  
Urb. Colinas de Valle Arriba 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 907-8363 
E.mail: holzhauerrl@state.gov 
 
Dennes Samsingh 
Information Office 
Embassy of the United States  
Calle F con Calle Suapure, 
Urb. Colinas de Valle Arriba 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 907-8305 
Fax: (58-212) 907-8243 
E.mail: samsinghsd@state.gov 
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SPEAKERS FROM ORGANIZATIONS PARTICIPATING IN THE SEMINAR  
 

Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
 
Osvaldo Rosales 
Director of the International and 
Integration Trade Division 
Executive Secretariat of ECLAC 
Vitacura 3030 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel (562) 210.2678 
E-mail: osvaldo.rosales@cepal.org   
Web Site:  www.cepal.org 
 

Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) 
 
Virginia Paul 
Head of the Trade Policy Unit 
OECS Central Secretariat 
Morne Fortune, Bridhe Street,  
P.O. Box 179,  
Castries, Saint Lucia, W.I. 
Tel: (1-758) 455-6350  
Fax: (1-758) 453.1628 
Email:  vpaul@oecs.org 
Web Site: www.oecs.org 
 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS ACCREDITED TO VENEZUELA 
 

International Rural Housing Association 
(IRHA) 
 
Pola Ortiz 
President 
1ª. Avenida, Edif.. Campo Alegre 
Urbanización Campo Alegre 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 951-9765 
Fax: (58-212) 569-1909 
E-mail: interural@cantv.net 
 
Andean Development Corporation (CAF) 
 
Gladis Genua 
Deputy Director 
Foreign Affairs Secretariat 
Av. Luis Roche,  Edificio Torre Central,  
Piso 9, Altamira 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 209-2099 
Fax: (58-212) 284-2880/ 
        (58-212)285-4091 (Presidency) 
E-mail: genua@caf.com 
 
Inter-American Institute for Agricultural 
Cooperation (IICA) 
 
Diego Montenegro Ernst 
Representative in Venezuela 
Centro Empresarial “Villasmil” 
Piso 11, Oficina 1 -102 
Parque Carabobo,Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)  571-8055  / 572-1243 Fax: 
 (58-212)  576-3150 / 577-1356 
Email: jdmontenegro79@yahoo.com 
diego.montenegro@iica.int.ve 
Web Site: www.iica.int.ve 
 

 
Organization of American States (OAS) 
 
Salvador E. Rodezno Fuentes 
Representative 
Avda. Orinoco Sur, Edif. Arbicenter,  
Piso 1, Oficinas 4 y 5, Urb. Las Mercedes 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 992-1422/ 1666 
Fax: (58-212) 992.1480 
E-mail: oeaven@vipTelcom 
 
United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) 
 
Alfredo R. Missair 
Resident Coordinator  
Avenida Francisco de Miranda, Torre HP, 
Piso 6, Oficina 6-A, Los Palos Grandes 
Caracas 
Cell phone: (0414) 208-4444 
Fax: (58-212) 263-8179 
E-mail: alfredomissair@one.un.org 
Web Site:  www.pnud.org.ve 
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SPECIAL GUESTS
 
 
Central Bank of Venezuela (BCV) 
 
Ana Mercedes Castellanos 
Technical Coordinator 
Foreign Affairs Management Office 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 801 8715 
Fax: (58-212) 801-87-14 
E-mail: acastell@bcv.org.ve 
Web Site: www.bcv.org.ve 
 
Yadira Gamboa Hernández 
Analyst of Foreign Affairs II 
Foreign Affairs Management Office 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 801-5374      
Fax: (58-212) 801-8714 
E-mail: yagamboa@bcv.org.ve 
 
Jesús M. Carrillo 
Economist 
International Cooperation Department 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212) 801-8718     
Fax: (58-212) 801-8714 
E-mail: jcarrill@bcv.org.ve 

 
 
Eugenia Cordones 
Analyst of Foreign Affairs 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)536-7258  
E-mail: ecordones@bcv.org.ve 
 
Veronica Zambrano 
Foreign Affairs Adviser 
Torre Financiera, Piso 19 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)801-8480  
E-mail: vezambra@bcv.org.ve 
 
José Vicente Oropeza 
Analyst of Foreign Affairs 
Torre Financiera, Piso 22 
Esquina Santa Capilla 
Caracas 
Tel: (58-212)536-7257  
Fax: (58-212) 801-8714 
E-mail: joropeza@bcv.org.ve 
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PERMANENT SECRETARIAT
   
José Rivera Banuet 
Permanent Secretariat 
Tel: (58-212) 955-7101 
Fax: (58-212)  951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail: jrivera@sela.org 
 
Antonio Romero 
Director of Relations 
for Integration and Cooperation 
Tel:   (58-212) 955-7115 
Fax:  (58-212)  951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail: aromero@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Telasco Pulgar 
Coordinator of Regional Integration 
Tel: (58-212) 955-7153 
Fax: (58-212) 951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail: tpulgar@sela.org 
 
Javier Gordon Ruiz 
Coordinator of Cooperation Projects 
Tel:   (58-212)  955-7137 
Fax:  (58-212)  951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail:  jgordon@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Fernando Guglielmelli 
Head of the Office of the Permanent 
Secretary 
Tel:   (58-212)  955-7123 
Fax:  (58-212)  951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail:  fguglielmelli@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Senaida Lugo 
Head of Press and Dissemination 
Tel: (58-212) 955-7143 
Fax: (58-212) 951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail: zlugo@sela.org 
 

Francisco Ibarra 
Studies and Proposals Analyst 
Tel:   (58-212) 955-7141 
Fax:  (58-212) 951-5292 / 69 
E-mail: fibarra@sela.org 
 
Antonio Peña 
Head of Translation 
Tel:   (58-212) 955-7118 
Fax:  (58-212)  951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail:  apmarcial@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Lisette Carrillo 
Informatics and Technology Official 
Tel: (58-212) 955-7125 
Fax: (58-212) 951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail: lcarrillo@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Germán Caires 
Studies and Proposals Analyst 
Tel: (58-212) 955-7108 
Fax: (58-212) 951-5292 
E-mail: gcaires@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Rosanna Di Gregorio 
Translation Official 
Tel:   (58-212)  955-7127 
Fax:  (58-212)  951-5292 / 6901 
E-mail:  rdigregorio@sela.org 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
Herminia Fonseca 
Project Assistant 
Tel   (58-212) 955-7140 
Fax: (58-212) 951-5292 / 69 
E-mail: herminiafc88@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 
 

Web Site: http://www.sela.org 
 

 
CONSULTANTS

 
Craig VanGrasstek 
International Consultant 
1318 Independence Ave SE 
20003 Washington, D.C. 
United States of America 
Tel: (202) 544-2881 
E-mail: tradeprof@aol.com 
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS  

 
Agenda 
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/DT N° 1-10/ 
Rev. 1 

U.S. Trade Policy under the Obama 
Administration: Implications for SELA Member 
States 
Dr. Craig VanGrasstek 
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/DT N° 2-10 
 

Speech by Ambassador José Rivera Banuet,  
Permanent Secretariat of SELA  
Opening ceremony 
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/Di N° 1-10 
 

Speech by Ambassador Odeen Ishmael, 
Chairman of the Latin American Council of 
SELA, at the Opening ceremony  
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/Di N° 2-10 
 

Perspective of the United States’ Trade Policy 
towards Latin America and the Caribbean 
His Excellency Patrick Duddy, Ambassador of 
the United States of America in Venezuela 
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/Di N° 3-10 
 

U.S. Trade Relations with Latin America and 
the Caribbean under the Obama 
Administration  
Presentation of SELA’s base document 
Craig VanGrasstek, SELA’s Consultant  
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/Di N° 4-10 
 

Las relaciones comerciales entre Estados 
Unidos y América Latina y el Caribe 
Osvaldo Rosales, Director of the International 
and Integration Trade Division of the 
Executive Secretariat of ECLAC 
 

SP/SRRC-EE.UU-ALC-PAAO/Di N° 5-10 
 

An OECS Perspective on Prospects for US-
LAC Trade Relations  
Virginia Paul, Head of the Trade Policy Unit of 
OECS 
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